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In resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the OAS on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.  The Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas was established to work on that assignment.
The importance of the Social Charter initiative was emphasized by the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, in November 2005, and at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, in April 2009. At the latter summit, the heads of state and government reiterated their support for the objectives of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, which are being prepared in order to offer all citizens of the hemisphere more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.
The General Assembly continued to support the process in resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09), and AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10), in which it reiterated the mandate to work intensively to conclude the negotiations on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.
From January to July 2010, the Working Group was chaired by Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia. During this period the negotiations on the Draft Social Charter resumed and consideration concluded of Chapter IV “Cultural development, diversity and pluralism”; Chapter V “Solidarity and Collective Effort of the Americas”; and the articles pertaining to Chapters I, II, and III of the operative section that were pending from previous sessions. Therefore, with the exception of two articles which were left ad referendum of the delegation of the United States, the operative section of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas has been agreed in full.

On September 2, 2010, the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI elected Ambassador Hubert J. Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica, as Chair of the Joint Working Group. In the period from September 2010 to March 2011, the Working Group has been engaged in discussions on the draft preambular section, based on the document “Draft Social Charter of the Americas draft preambular section. Chairman's effort at rationalization of Member States Contributions,” prepared by the Chair, which, together with other proposals from member states, has provided the basis for the negotiations. During this period, agreement has been reached on eight paragraphs concerned with the issues of poverty, integral development, and human rights.

On April 28, 2011, the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI elected Mr. Pierre Giroux, Alternate Representative of Canada, as Chair of the Joint Working Group.  Work in this period began on May 10, 2011; however, owing to the proximity of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, the activities of the Working Group have centered on the preparation of the draft resolution to be presented to the General Assembly. 
The draft resolution proposes that the General Assembly reiterate the mandate given to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty; and that it renew the commitment adopted by the Joint Working Group to conclude and adopt those documents before the end of 2011.
In keeping with the mandates that come out of the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, the Joint Working Group will resume its work in order to continue to move forward with its consideration of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.
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