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A NOTE FROM THE CHAIR ON A PROPOSED RE-ORDERING OF PARAGRAPHS IN THE PREAMBULAR SECTION OF THE SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS
1.
You will find attached in Appendix 1 a proposed re-ordering of the paragraphs in the  preambular section of the Social Charter of the Americas. The paragraphs have been numbered PP1 to PP20 to facilitate the discussion but this numbering will disappear in the final version. 

2.
The logic of the ordering is to proceed from the general to the particular, with more general statements preceding specific references to subtopics of the general statements. The general statements have been ordered according to the main topic of each paragraph. As some paragraphs touch on several topics, the order chosen is based on what the Chair saw as the main purpose or message of the paragraph in question. 

3.
The main topics are as follow:

PP1 to PP 5: introduction of concepts, affirming the centrality of eradicating poverty, defining the sphere of integral development, and linking these concepts to rights, economic growth, democracy, equity and social justice 

PP6 to PP9: relate the above-mentioned concepts to the commitment by states to undertake action/policies to alleviate social problems, identifying specific fields of action and their expected effects, notably good governance

PP10 to PP15: link a broad spectrum of rights to the concepts elaborated in the previous PPs, going through definitions and conceptual elaboration (PP10-PP11-PP12), and then elaborating more specifically on some rights-related topics or issues (PP13-PP14-PP15)

PP16 to PP18: relate more horizontal themes to social issues, through culture (PP16), environment (PP17), and security (PP18)

PP19-PP20: affirm the importance of solidarity and cooperation to achieve the above PPs.

4.
Once we agree on the ordering of the preambular section of the Social Charter, at the next meeting we will proceed to look at ways of re-ordering the operative section, within Chapters and between Chapters, without opening any paragraphs. This will allow for a smoother flow of the overall text.  

5.
Finally, we will provide you with both a clean copy of the whole document and a text with references showing the history of the adoption process. 
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DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

DRAFT PREAMBULAR SECTION

OUTCOMES OF NEGOTIATIONS OF THE WORKING GROUP

BASED ON THE DOCUMENT PRESENTED BY THE CHAIR

(Document GTC/CASA/doc.152/10)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, (Approved on February 28, 2011)
PP1 CONSIDERING that the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes among its essential purposes to eradicate extreme poverty; (Approved on February 1, 2011)
PP2
   CONSIDERING AS WELL that extreme poverty constitutes an obstacle to development and, in particular, to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere; and that its elimination is essential and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American States; (Approved on February 1, 2011)
PP3  
 CONSIDERING that the Charter of the OAS states that integral development encompasses the economic, social, educational, cultural, scientific, and technological fields, through which countries pursue their developmental goals; (Approved, from paragraph 17 eliminated on August 23, 2011)
PP4
    TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Inter-American Democratic Charter recognizes that democracy and economic and social development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing; and that the promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and the consolidation of democracy and the rule of law in the states of the Hemisphere; (Approved on February 1, 2011 - reviewed on August 30, 2011 – and modified on September 6, 2011)
PP5    
RECOGNIZING that social justice and equity are essential for the strengthening of democracy; (Approved on February 7, 2011)
PP6
REAFFIRMING the determination and commitment of the member states to urgently combat the serious problems of poverty, social exclusion, and inequity that affect, in varying degrees, the countries of the Hemisphere; to confront their causes and consequences; and to create more favorable conditions for economic and social development with equity to promote more just societies; (Approved on February 7, 2011. The Delegation of the United States joined the consensus on August 23, 2011)

PP7
AWARE that the member states, inspired by the principles of solidarity and inter-American cooperation, have committed to: adopt and implement actions towards the eradication of hunger and illiteracy; provide quality education; broaden access to health care and public services; strengthen cohesion and social inclusion; eliminate discrimination; generate decent and dignified job opportunities; encourage equitable income distribution; foster full participation by the people in decisions having to do with their development; and promote and protect human rights; (Approved on August 30, 2011)
PP8
CONVINCED that these efforts will help provide effective social protection for the population, especially those living in poverty and extreme poverty, address situations of risk, and prevent the intergenerational transmission of poverty and a deepening of vulnerabilities caused by crises; (Approved on September 6, 2011)
PP9
CONVINCED of the importance for social development of adopting policies to promote good governance, transparency, citizen participation, accountability, just treatment of citizens before the law, and the fight against corruption; (Approved on August 16, 2011. The Delegation of Argentina joined the consensus on August 23, 2011 – Revised on September 6, 2011)

PP10

REAFFIRMING the universality, indivisibility, and interdependence of all human rights and their essential role in the promotion of social development and the realization of human potential; and recognizing the legitimacy and importance of international human rights law for their promotion and protection; (Approved on March 2, 2011)

PP11
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the full exercise of economic, social, and cultural rights requires that a series of measures be progressively adopted by the member states in conjunction with regional and international cooperation; and (Approved on February 28, 2011 and modified on August 16, 2011)
PP12
UNDERSCORING that these essential rights are not derived from one’s being a national of a certain state, but are based upon attributes of the human person, and that these rights must be reaffirmed, developed, improved, and protected in order to consolidate in the Americas a culture characterized by democratic institutions, personal liberty, social justice, and the entitlement of its peoples to self-determination; (Approved on August 16, 2011, with paragraph 13 deleted)

pp13
Reiterating the commitment of member states to the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or sex; (Approved on February 28, 2011)

PP14
RECOGNIZING further that the political participation of women, their full autonomy and independence, appreciation of their role in society and in the economy, and education that promotes gender equality are essential for development and democracy in all countries, (Approved on September 20, 2011)

PP15
RECOGNIZING the ethnic, racial, cultural, religious, and linguistic diversity of the peoples of the Americas and its contribution to the development of our countries, and  the need to combat discrimination and social exclusion and to foster inclusion, tolerance, respect for diversity, as well as the need to promote equal opportunities; (Approved on February 28, 2011)


PP16
CONVINCED that cultural development is a key component in reducing poverty and achieving the goal of development; (Approved on September 6, 2011)

PP17
RECOGNIZING that a safe environment is essential to integral development; (Approved on September 6, 2011)

PP18
CONVINCED that integral development helps to create conditions of security; (Approved on August 30, 2011)
PP19
REAFFIRMING the value of inter-American solidarity and cooperation for promoting the economic, social, and cultural development of the peoples of the Americas; (Approved on August 30, 2011)

PP20
RECOGNIZING the need to strengthen the inter-American system with an instrument to guide action and partnership for development activities designed to promote integral development and observance of economic, social, and political rights, as well as the elimination of poverty and inequality,


RESOLVES to adopt the following:

SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS (Approved on September 6, 2011)
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