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I. MANDATE
In resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the OAS on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.
The importance of the Social Charter initiative was emphasized by the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, in November 2005. In this meeting they encouraged “the work of the OAS in drafting the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, whose principles and objectives will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.” They also supported and promoted “the work now under way in the OAS, to conclude successfully the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.” 


To carry out this task, the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI established the Joint Working Group, whose work began in September 2005.  The General Assembly reiterated said mandate to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI through resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07) AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2695 (XLI-O/11). 

At the Joint Session of the Permanente Council and CEPCDI, held on April 28 2011, Counselor Pierre Giroux, Alternate Representative of Canada to the OAS was elected Chair of the Working Group, for a period of 6 months, in accordance with the agreement on the Working Group Chair, document AG / doc. 4459/05. As per the rules established in this document, the vice chairs of the Group - each representing a region within the OAS and having served as the most immediate past chairs -  were Dominica, Colombia, Dominican Republic, and the United States. 
II.
WORK OF THE JOINT WORKING GROUP (APRIL 28 2011 – OCTOBER 28 2011)

The Chair presented to the Group a methodology and schedule of meetings for the Working Group. Consensus was reached on continuing the negotiations on the pending paragraphs of the draft Preamble, continuing the work from the previous chairmanship. During this chairmanship, 8 formal meetings were convened as well as 3 informal meetings. 
After agreement was reached on the Draft Preamble text, the Working Group decided to rearrange the paragraphs in order to improve the flow of the document. Based on the comments received by the Working Group, the Chair presented a proposal re-ordering the paragraphs, placing those of a more general nature at the beginning following for those more specific. Additionally, they were grouped by themes. Negotiations proceeded based on the chair’s proposal, and consensus was reached on the final order, without opening any paragraphs for further negotiations. The resulting document GTC/CASA/doc.157/10 rev. 14 corr. 1 of the preambular section was approved on Spetember 30 2011. 
The same exercise was proposed for the Operative Paragraphs of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, based on the document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev.38, which was the last negotiated version of the operative section. The proposal offered changes within the five chapters of the draft Social Charter, without affecting its core subject or proposing any change in text. Following the same procedure as done with the draft Preamble, the suggestions were made rearranging paragraphs from the more general to the most specific ones within each chapter. Informal and formal negotiations took place based on the chair’s proposal, and consensus was formally reached on October 26 2011 on the order of the paragraphs in the operative section of the draft Social Charter. 
The Chair is pleased to report that negotiations on both the draft Preamble and draft operative sections of the Social Charter were finalized on October 26 2011. 

Consensus was reached within the Working Group to hold a Joint Permanent Council and CEPCIDI meeting to present the results of the Working Group and place the final document for consideration by the Permanent Council. 

At this point, the Members are faced with two options. 


 The first option is to launch the discussions on the preparation of a Draft Plan of Action to support the implementation of the Social Charter, as per the original decision. In this case, the Working Group would need to convene, elect a Chair, discuss and agree on a framework of the Draft Plan of Action, have the Secretariat prepare a preliminary document and proceed with the negotiation.


The second option would be to alter the original decision and decide to seek the adoption of the Draft Social Charter text we have agreed in the short term and proceed, in parallel, with the preparation of a Draft Plan of Action. This would entail two tracts. The first track would have the Working Group prepare a resolution for the convocation of a special session of the General Assembly which would both modify the original decision to allow the approval of the Draft Social Charter separately from the Plan of Action and approve the Draft Social Charter, including the determination of the location and time of the special session of the General Assembly. A tentative time frame would be to convene a special session of the General Assembly before the April 2012 Summit of the Americas, possibly towards the end of January or early February 2012. A second track, parallel to the first one, would have the Working Group start the process described in the first option. 
The majority of the participants in the Working Group recommends that we follow the second option, by which the Social Charter of the Americas would be approved at the earliest convenience and that the work on the Plan of Action of the Social Charter, mandated by the General Assembly resolutions, be  undertaken in parallel to the process leading to the Special Assembly convened for the adoption  of the Social Charter of the Americas. 

The Secretariat, with the support of the Legal Department, will be supporting the Working Group to follow the appropriate procedure to move forward on the agreements reached.

III. CONCLUSIONS 
The Chair is pleased to report on the progress made by the Working Group and the finalization of the negotiations for the preamble and operative sections of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas.

  
This progress was achieved with the active participation and engagement of all delegations that provided invaluable inputs to the process within a spirit of collegiality, respect and clarity of purpose. The Chair wishes to acknowledge the commitment of all member States, and the willingness to come to consensus in order to ensure that a Social Charter is adopted and soon realized in our Hemisphere as s tool for the advancement of the most immediate social, economic and cultural challenges.
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