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N O T I C E
The Secretariat of the Permanent Council presents its compliments to the Permanent Missions of Member States and is pleased to transmit attached a note of the Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas.
Dear colleagues,
 

You will find attached two versions of the draft Social Charter of the Americas. One is the cleaned text (document GTC/CASA/doc.185/11 – Annex I) as will be distributed in the forthcoming meeting of the Joint Meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI meeting when I will report on the results of our negotiations and my Chairmanship. This presentation is tentatively planned for November 10. The second text is a document presenting the Draft Social Charter with the details of the negotiation process (working document without classification – Annex II).  This latter document is for reference and will not be presented at the Joint Meeting.
 


The November 10 Joint Meeting will also be the opportunity for the former Chair to present the next steps in the process.  As discussed in the Working Group, we essentially have two options.

 The first option is to launch the discussions on the preparation of a Draft Plan of Action to support the implementation of the Social Charter, as per the original decision. In this case, the Working Group would need to convene, elect a Chair, discuss and agree on a framework of the Draft Plan of Action, have the Secretariat prepare a preliminary document and proceed with the negotiation.

The second option would be to alter the original decision and decide to seek the adoption of the Draft Social Charter text we have agreed in the short term and proceed, in parallel, with the preparation of a Draft Plan of Action. This would entail two tracts. The first track would have the Working Group prepare a resolution for the convocation of a special session of the General Assembly which would both modify the original decision to allow the approval of the Draft Social Charter separately from the Plan of Action and approve the Draft Social Charter, including the determination of the location and time of the special session of the General Assembly. A tentative time frame would be to convene a special session of the General Assembly before the April 2012 Summit of the Americas, possibly towards the end of January or early February 2012. A second track, parallel to the first one, would have the Working Group start the process described in the first option. 
 


This is the broad outline of the optional processes. The former Chair will describe these options in his report to the Joint Meeting in November and invite Member States to consider the options. The most probable outcome of the November 10 presentation will be a desire by Member States to have more time to consider the options and requests for more information on both possible processes. The Chair would then produce a detailed note describing the two options (or any other proposed by Member States in the Joint Meeting), their time frame and their legal basis. A second Joint Meeting, hopefully before the end of November would be convened to decide on the preferred options, giving the Secretariat and the Host country some two months to take care of the meeting logistics. 
 

I hope that this note clarifies some aspects of the next steps although many details will have to be clarified as the options firm up.
Pierre Giroux

Alternate Representative of Canada
Chair of the Joint Working Group 
Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and 
CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas.

ANNEX I:
document GTC/CASA/doc.185/11 – link
ANNEX II:
working document without clasification – link
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