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I. MANDATE
In resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the OAS on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.
The importance of the Social Charter initiative was emphasized by the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, in November 2005. In this meeting they encouraged “the work of the OAS in drafting the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, whose principles and objectives will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.” They also supported and promoted “the work now under way in the OAS, to conclude successfully the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.” 


To carry out this task, the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI established the Joint Working Group, whose work began in September 2005.  The General Assembly reiterated said mandate to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI through resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07) AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2695 (XLI-O/11). 

At the Joint Session of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI, held on March 31, 2012, the Delegation of the United States was elected Chair of the Working Group, for a period of six months, in accordance with the agreement on the Working Group Chair, document AG / doc.4459/05. As per the rules established in this document, the vice chairs of the Group - each representing a region within the OAS and having served as the most immediate past chairs -  were Dominica, Colombia, Dominican Republic, and Canada.  Mr. Daniel Cento chaired the Working Group on behalf of the Delegation of the United States. 
II.
WORK OF THE JOINT WORKING GROUP (MARCH 2012 – MAY 2012)


The Chair presented to the Group a draft resolution to be considered by the Permanent Council for transmittal to the General Assembly.
The Chair is pleased to report that, after two sessions held to negotiate the draft resolution, consensus was reached. Based on the work done during the previous chairmanship, where the text for the preamble and operative section of the draft Social Charter of the Americas (document GTC/CASA/doc.185/11) were finalized, the Working Group decided the adoption of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, and to entrust the Secretariat for Integral Development with presenting a draft Plan of Action by August 31, 2012, to be considered by the Working Group. 
Additionally, the Working Group suggests in the draft resolution the adoption of the regulations established by the Permanent Council for its subsidiary organs on issues related to its functioning and the election of its authorities. These Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council will be applied for the work of the Working Group, if the draft resolution is approved by the General Assembly.
III. CONCLUSIONS 
The Chair wishes to thank his vice chairs for their support and is pleased to report on the progress made by the Working Group and the consensus reached on the proposed resolution, which calls for the adoption of the Social Charter of the Americas. This reflects the hard work and commitment of all member states to advance the promotion and protection of all human rights, including economic, social, and cultural rights, of the peoples of the Americas in a spirit of goodwill and cooperation. 
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