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AREAS OR TOPICS OF INTERVENTION
1. LABOR

Goal:  Improve the quality of existing employment and create greater opportunities for productive employment in conditions of equality and dignity.

Mandates:

Social Charter: The promotion of decent work, the fight against unemployment and underemployment as well as addressing the challenges of informal labor are essential elements for achieving economic development with equity.  (Art 3, Ch. 2)
Social Charter: Respect for workers’ rights, equal employment opportunities, and improved working conditions are essential to attaining prosperity.   (Art. 3, Ch. 2)
Summit of the Americas: To combat poverty, extreme poverty, hunger, inequality, inequity, and social exclusion through public policies that promote decent, dignified, and productive work… (Art. 2, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Ministerial Conferences: …we reaffirm that the core objective of the democratic development model must be the creation of productive employment in the context of decent work.  (Art. 1, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: We maintain our belief that employment must remain a central objective of social and economic policy at the national and international level, on the premise that genuine progress in our countries can only be achieved when women and men of our Hemisphere are engaged in decent work. (Art. 8, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: We undertake to promote the right to work in decent and fair conditions as an inherent value ​​of a democratic society, promoting the elimination of all forms of discrimination in labor relations. (Art. 25, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: We are committed to developing policies that will help to create opportunities of access to decent work for all vulnerable groups, regardless of their social or economic condition, age, race, ethnicity, gender, or religion. (Art. 29, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: We are convinced that promotion of employment levels and protection of job quality, in addition to being a prerequisite for sustainable democratic systems, are an indispensable objective in dealing with the impact of the crisis on the living standards of our peoples. (Art. 8, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: We are firm in our belief that the success of our actions can be measured by the men and women engaged in dignified, decent and productive work. (Art. 10, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)

Strategic lines of action:
1.1 Strengthen labor institutions as well as the management capacity of labor administrations

1.1.1 Enhance effective enforcement of the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work contained in the International Labor Organization's Declaration of 1998:  Prevent and eradicate the worst forms of child labor; eliminate forced labor; and promote equality and nondiscrimination, trade union freedom and collective bargaining

1.1.2 Enhance and institutionalize social dialogue as an instrument of democratic governance

Mandates: 

Social Charter: Respect for the International Labor Organization Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-Up, of 1998, help to foster a quality workforce that drives economic and social progress and provides a basis for sustained and balanced growth and for social justice for peoples throughout the Hemisphere. (Art. 3, Ch. 2)

Social Charter: Cooperation and social dialogue among government representatives, workers, employers, and other stakeholders promote good governance and a stable economy. (Art. 3, Ch. 2)

Summit of the Americas: To promote and encourage comprehensive, timely, and quality public policies on: b. Protecting children from economic exploitation and from any tasks that may interfere with their education and integral development, according to the principle of the effective abolition of child labor, which is contained in the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work (1998); as well as preventing and eradicating the worst forms of child labor according to Convention 182 of the ILO (1999). (Art. 1, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: Reaffirming our commitment to the International Labour Organization (ILO) Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, we will continue to promote the creation of more opportunities for decent work in the formal sector. We will enforce our domestic labour laws to provide for acceptable conditions of work and safe and healthy workplaces, free from violence, harassment and discrimination. (Art. 15, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Summit of the Americas: We call on Ministers responsible for education, labour, social development, security and justice to adopt coordinated national strategies to prevent and eradicate the worst forms of child labour by 2020 at the latest, in accordance with the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit in Mar del Plata, Argentina, and in accordance with national legislation, and to develop innovative strategies to bring children and adolescents who are victims back into healthy learning environments. (Art. 15, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Summit of the Americas: We also reiterate our commitment to eliminate forced labour before 2010. (Art. 18, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: We will continue working resolutely to ensure observance of our national labor laws and the effective exercise of the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, by strengthening labor inspection systems, through the ongoing training and professionalization of labor inspectors and the provision of adequate resources and equipment, among other measures. (Art. 24, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: We recognize the need to eradicate child labor, which is an injustice, obstructs progress in our societies, and prevents the integral development of children and adolescents. We underscore that child labor requires a multi-sectoral approach strategy that demands a more active role on the part of states to effectively enforce legislation pertaining to the minimum working age or mandatory education, as well as raising the need to move toward economic, social and cultural shifts to overcome the child labor phenomenon and eliminate it as a pretense of training. (Art. 39, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: We commit to protecting children from economic exploitation and from any tasks that may interfere with their education and integral development, according to the principle of the effective abolition of child labor, which is contained in the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work (1998)… (Art. 30, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009) 

Ministerial Conferences: We will promote policies and programs to eradicate  all forms of forced labor, respecting human rights, in general, and social and labor rights, in particular, of all vulnerable groups that are or could be victims of this scourge. (Art. 32, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: …it is essential for the state to ensure that the conditions exist for strengthening of trade union and employers’ organizations, promoting social dialogue, and ensuring freedom of association.  (Art. 10, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: We stress the need to promote freedom of association and broaden collective bargaining in order to adopt agreements between parties by which to confront the effects of the crisis with the least possible costs, recognizing sectoral and productive heterogeneities. (Art. 41, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: We are convinced that social dialogue and collective bargaining within a framework of respect for freedom of association are fundamental pillars of democracy and prosperity in our nations.  We will strengthen our efforts to promote fora for social dialogue at the national, regional and hemispheric levels, and we will work to make them inclusive, open, transparent and tripartite. In this context, we recognize that social dialogue, tripartite consultation, and respect for the fundamental principles of freedom of association and collective bargaining require representative stakeholders (workers and employers) protected from any practice that impedes or limits the exercise of their autonomy. (Art. 35, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: …strengthen labor administration capacity as a central element of all measures aimed at ensuring protection for workers, social security coverage, active employment policies, and social dialogue. The ministries of labor, as appropriate, can play a positive role contributing to the development of harmonious labor relations, healthy and safe work environments and negotiated salaries. Their contributions are key for economic recovery and prosperity with sustainable enterprises. (Art. 16, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)

1.2 Promote gradual formalization of the informal economy, recognizing its heterogeneous and multidimensional nature

1.2.1 Provide formalization incentives for companies and have in place registration and information systems to facilitate their formalization

1.2.2 Expand social-protection coverage

1.2.3 Improve health and safety in the workplace

1.2.4 Strengthen labor inspection and full observance of labor laws

Mandates: 
Social Charter: Public policies and regulatory frameworks should facilitate the creation of new enterprises and the incorporation of the informal sector into the formal economy. (Art. 4, Ch. 2)

Summit of the Americas: To promote the gradual formalization of the informal economy, recognizing its heterogeneous and multidimensional nature, through policies such as registration and information systems to facilitate formalization and access to credit, social protection mechanisms, improvement of occupational health and safety, strengthening of labor inspection, and effective enforcement of labor laws. (Art. 13, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Ministerial Conferences: We will design policies and promote measures to bring forward the gradual formalization of the informal economy, recognizing it as a heterogeneous and multidimensional phenomenon. These policies could include incentives for business formalization, registration and information systems to facilitate their formalization (one-stop systems), social protection mechanisms, improvement of occupational health and safety, without prejudice to strengthening labor inspection and its ability to impose penalties.  (Art. 38, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: Recognizing the heterogeneity of the informal economy in the countries of the hemisphere, we will encourage the adoption of measures to bring about its gradual formalization. This will help to improve working conditions and productivity, and will promote the Hemispheric Decent Work Agenda. (Art. 19, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: We will intensify our efforts to bring a significant reduction in levels of unregistered work, implementing or strengthening labor inspection and other mechanisms to enforce national labor laws in the workplace. (Art. 18, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)

1.3 Improve job-market entry for poor and vulnerable sectors, in particular, young people and women

1.3.1 Improve the quality of technical and vocational training and gear it to the development agenda (technological, industrial) and the needs of the productive sector

1.3.2 Broaden the coverage of and improve employment and labor intermediation services in order to ensure better synchronization between labor demand and supply

1.3.3 Remedy the slow transition from school to workplace through programs that encourage the acquisition of work experience, such as internships and professional apprenticeships

1.3.4 Strengthen labor market information systems and observatories

1.3.5 Reduce inequalities between men and women in the world of work

Mandates: 

Social Charter: (..) we recognize the important role of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, as well as that of cooperatives and other production units that contribute to the full incorporation into the labor market of women and youth, as well as persons with disabilities and other excluded groups. (Art. 4, Ch. 2)

Summit of the Americas: To develop and strengthen, as appropriate, strategies and policies on youth employment, as well as to promote technical and vocational education and training opportunities in order to improve and increase the entry of young people into the labor market, the quality and stability of their jobs, as well as their social protection. (Art. 16, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: We will promote continuous training programmes in collaboration with workers’ representatives and the private sector as appropriate, with the goal of generating the necessary technical skills to enable workers to respond to the demands of the labour market. (Art. 15, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009) 

Ministerial Conferences: We will promote active employment policies, particularly with regard to public employment services and vocational training to integrate the needs of the productive world. To achieve these objectives we will pay careful attention to growth and enhancement of the network of public employment services, development of incentive programs for job creation, and support for maintenance and retention of employment in companies affected by the crisis. (Art. 13, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: We will promote policies to provide full access to employment opportunities and technical, technological and professional training, as appropriate, for the population, in particular vulnerable groups, so that they can overcome poverty and social exclusion, where it exists, in the framework of policies to combat all forms of discrimination at work. (Art. 26, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: We will improve labor competencies and certification of skills, and seek the necessary resources for public employment services, as entities responsible for promoting active policies of labor insertion, training and mobility, so that jobseekers receive adequate services.  Furthermore, we will strive to ensure the quality and availability of their services, in particular for individuals and groups most vulnerable to the crisis. (Art. 21, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: Taking into account that in this decade most countries in the Americas will have their highest-ever number of young men and women, we intend to promote the skills of our youth and increase their opportunities of access to facilitate their entry to the labor market. To that end, we will strengthen information services, career guidance, and public employment services. We intend also to promote youth entrepreneurship. (Art. 17, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: We will give priority to reducing unemployment and precarious jobs for young people in the hemisphere and will redouble efforts for their inclusion in vocational training, apprenticeship, educational reentry programs and models for school to work transition, in order to increase their access to decent and productive work. (Art. 29, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: We will also increase our efforts to progressively eliminate the employment gap between men and women, removing obstacles to equal opportunity. In this regard, we intend to further strengthen dialogue and coordination between our ministries and national mechanisms for the advancement of women, under the aegis of the OAS Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM). (Art. 26, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)
Ministerial Conferences: We will work towards a continuing reduction in the gender gap, promoting a reduction of the disparities that exist between men and women in the world of work. We will strive, in the area of our competences, to ensure that all workplaces are free from violence and different forms of harassment. We will contribute to equity initiatives in the workplace that lead to a better balance between family and workplace responsibilities. (Art. 28, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)
1.4 Promote business creation

1.4.1 Synchronize macro- and microeconomic policies that stimulate business creation and productive employment opportunities

1.4.2 Encourage micro-, small, and medium-sized businesses

1.4.3 Foster business enterprise and entrepreneurship

Mandates: 

Social Charter: …the formulation and implementation of sound and transparent economic and social policies by member states will further economic development, fostering investment and the generation of employment in all sectors, and reducing income inequalities. (Art. 1, Ch. 2)
Social Charter: … we recognize the important role of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, as well as that of cooperatives and other production units that contribute to the full incorporation into the labor market of women and youth, as well as persons with disabilities and other excluded groups. (Art. 4, Ch. 2)

Social Charter: Public policies and regulatory frameworks should facilitate the creation of new enterprises and the incorporation of the informal sector into the formal economy. (Art. 4, Ch. 2)

Summit of the Americas: To promote economic growth with equity and social inclusion by strengthening cooperatives, micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, including cultural industries, in addition to grassroots economic initiatives and other production units, innovation, and competitiveness in the countries of the Americas. (Art. 7, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: To reduce poverty and hunger, eradicate extreme poverty, create dignified and decent work, and raise the standard of living of all our people, we must achieve higher levels of business development and sustainable economic growth with equity. (Art. 13, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)
Summit of the Americas: We recognise that micro, small and medium-sized enterprises constitute a strategic force to generate new employment, improve the quality of life, and have a positive impact on development and economic growth while promoting equity and social inclusion. (Art. 20, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)
Summit of the Americas: We will continue to work towards eliminating administrative and bureaucratic barriers to the creation of new public and private enterprises. We will therefore take the necessary and feasible measures to simplify the processes involved in establishing and closing business ventures, with the goal of reducing business start-up time to a maximum of 30 days by 2015. (Art. 21 “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)
Ministerial Conferences: …we recognize that the implementation of strategies for the development of strong, sustainable and balanced economies, which are based on macroeconomic, financial, labor, environmental, and social policies, must be intensified. (Art. 1, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: We reaffirm that income and employment policies are equivalent and complementary to macroeconomic, monetary, and fiscal policies, and we underscore that creation of productive and quality employment must be among the main objectives of these policies. (Art. 9, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: …we will contribute to the creation of an enabling environment for the establishment and growth of enterprises. (Art. 24, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: …we believe collaboration and exchange with other ministries and organizations in the economic, educational, and social sectors to be essential in developing measures to stimulate effective demand, help to maintain the purchasing power of workers’ wages, sustain and fuel the growth of businesses, and contribute to an improvement in employment levels, inter alia, through macroeconomic stimulus packages, as appropriate. (Art. 15, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)
2. Social protection
Goal:  Create and strengthen comprehensive social protection systems based on the principles of universality and solidarity.
Mandates: 

Social Charter of the Americas: The member states have a responsibility to develop and implement comprehensive social protection policies and programs, based on the principles of universality, solidarity, equality, nondiscrimination, and equity that give priority to persons living in conditions of poverty and vulnerability and taking into account its national circumstances. (Art. 3 Ch. 3)

Strategic lines of action:
2.1 Synchronize contributive and non-contributive social protection schemes to ensure comprehensive coverage and an equitable distribution of benefits

Mandates: 
Ministerial Conferences: We will promote the expansion of the coverage of social protection systems through an appropriate combination of contributory and non-contributory schemes, bearing in mind the peculiarities of each country. (Art. 6, Ministerial Conference on Labor , 2011)

Ministerial Conferences: In an effort to ensure comprehensive coverage and fair distribution of benefits, we will seek to organize the social protection system in such a way as to combine, where appropriate, contributive and non-contributive systems in a coordinated manner. (Art. 46, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)
Ministerial Conferences: … we will continue to promote the implementation and strengthening of governmental strategies that integrate the work of various ministries and public agencies to ensure greater impact on the efforts being made to confront those challenges. Intersectoral coordination is essential to broaden the impact of a diversity of social policy interventions…. (Preamble, Ministerial Conference on Social Development, 2010)

2.2 Strengthen the jointly supportive, non-contributive pillar of social protection with a view to assisting poor and vulnerable populations and reducing inequalities among population strata

Mandates:

Social Charter: The member states have a responsibility to develop and implement comprehensive social protection policies and programs, based on the principles of universality, solidarity, equality, nondiscrimination, and equity that give priority to persons living in conditions of poverty and vulnerability and taking into account its national circumstances. (Art. 3 Ch. 3)

Ministerial Conferences: We will design or strengthen, depending on country circumstances, non-contributive social protection mechanisms, within the areas of our competencies, which would make it possible to manage a basic social benefits program with transfers to vulnerable and crisis-affected households.  Our goal will be to protect jobless workers in countries without unemployment insurance or workers in the informal economy against the risk of lapsing into extreme poverty. (Art. 48, , Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2009)

2.3 Promote a social protection approach that addresses the different dimensions and manifestations of poverty, vulnerability, and exclusion through a wide range of social protection instruments and an intergenerational and life-course perspective

Mandates: 
Social Charter: …provide effective social protection for the population, especially those living in poverty and extreme poverty, address situations of risk, and prevent the intergenerational transmission of poverty and a deepening of vulnerabilities caused by crises; (Preamble)

Summit of the Americas: …we will continue to develop and implement social protection and inclusion policies and programmes that give priority to those living in conditions of poverty and vulnerability in our societies, and we will continue to promote access to education, health, nutrition, energy, basic social services and to opportunities for dignified and decent work. (Art. 8, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

2.4 Encourage social protection programs aimed at strengthening the family as the natural and fundamental unit of society

Mandates: 
Social Charter: Member states recognize that the family is the natural and fundamental unit in society and is entitled to protection by society and the state.  As the basis of human development, the family must be a cornerstone of social development policies and programs as well as action plans designed to strengthen it and its members. (Art. 2 Ch. 3)

Ministerial Conferences: NOTING that social protection programs based on conditional cash transfers help to address the challenges of poverty, we are also convinced that we must promote actions aimed at fostering social mobility… (Preamble, Ministerial Conference on Social Development, 2010)

Ministerial Conferences: We will strengthen coordination with the institutions responsible for children and adolescents through an institutional framework dedicated to prevention and eradication of child labor. To that end, we will support actions that increase family income through social protection programs, such as conditional cash transfers and the like. (Art. 40, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2011)

Note: Conditional cash transfer programs take the family as the unit of intervention. 

3. Health 

Goal:  Achieve universal coverage of quality healthcare accompanied by social protection models in healthcare for the most vulnerable population.

Mandates: 

Social Charter: The member states reaffirm that the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is a fundamental right of all persons without discrimination and recognize that health is an essential condition for social inclusion and cohesion, integral development and economic growth with equity.  In that context, the States reaffirm their responsibility and commitment to improve the availability of, access to, and quality of health care services. The States are committed to these country efforts in the health area in accordance with the principles promoted by the Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017: human rights, universality, comprehensiveness, accessibility and inclusion, Pan American solidarity, equity in health, and social participation. (Art. 6, Ch. 3)

Social Charter: …Member states also commit to promote our peoples’ well-being through prevention and care strategies and, in partnership with public or private organizations, to improve access to health care. (Art. 6 Ch. 3)

Summit of the Americas: We recognise that the problem of inequality of access to comprehensive health care and health services persists, especially among vulnerable groups. We therefore commit to redoubling our efforts to promote social protection and to identify and implement strategies to advance towards universal access to quality comprehensive health care, taking into account labour, environment, gender-sensitive and social security policies, as well as the Health Agenda for the Americas 2008–2017, and will seek to provide necessary resources in order to improve our health indicators. (Art. 26, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Strategic lines of action:
3.1 Strengthen the quality of primary-care based health care systems and services and ensure their universal coverage
3.1.1 Strengthen training and management of healthcare workers, preventing their flight and improving their working conditions
3.1.2 Assign more staff to areas with larger vulnerable populations
3.1.3 Strengthen health promotion with family and community participation
Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas: …We therefore commit to take the necessary actions, in accordance with the laws, needs and capabilities of each of our countries, bearing in mind the Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, the 2005 Declaration of Montevideo on the New Orientations for Primary Health Care, and the 30-15 Buenos Aires Declaration of 2007, as appropriate. (Art 31., “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

International Agencies: Emphasizing the primary health care strategy will be crucial to progress toward universal and equitable access to health care in marginalized rural and peri–urban areas, where services are practically nonexistent. (Art. 49, Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, PAHO, 2008)

International Agencies: Governments should collaboratively address these five critical challenges: (a) define and implement long–term evidence–based policies and plans to develop the health workforce; (b) find solutions to resolve inequities in the distribution of health workers, assigning more personnel to populations most in need; (c) promote national and international initiatives for developing countries to retain their health workers and avoid personnel deficits; (d) improve personnel management capacity and working conditions in order to get health workers more involved in their institutions’ missions; and (e) link training institutions with health services for joint planning to address the needs and profiles of professionals in the future. (Art. 61, Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, PAHO, 2008)

International Agencies: Improving effective coverage of the population will require more effective and efficient service delivery. This in turn will require… reorient[ing] health services toward models of care that encourage health promotion and disease prevention with a family and community approach. Quality control is a cross–cutting requirement of all health systems and services. (Art. 50, Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, PAHO, 2008)

3.2 Adopt measures to address the social determinants of health of our peoples in order to reduce inequalities
3.2.1 Include a health-awareness perspective in all public policies and its potential impact on health
3.2.2 Develop specific intervention strategies for each social determinant, including education, labor, gender, ethnicity, and environment, among others
3.2.3 Standardized national and subnational statistics disaggregated by sex, ethnicity, race, and socioeconomic level, in order to highlight inequalities in access to health care services
3.2.4 Strengthen research on and analysis of the social determinants of health
Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas: To take action on the conditions that negatively impact the health of our people taking into account the 2011 World Conference on the Social Determinants of Health. (Art. 15, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

International Agencies: The Governments reiterate their commitment to the vision of a region that is healthier and more equitable with regard to health, addresses health determinants, and shows improved access to individual and collective health goods and services. (Art. 2, Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, PAHO, 2008)
International Agencies: The actions required to tackle most of these determinants are outside the mandate of Ministries of Health and require the involvement of other governmental entities. Consequently, the National Health Authority should expand the arena for public health activities by promoting healthy public policies via interinstitutional consensus–building and intersectoral collaboration. (Art. 41, Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, PAHO, 2008)

International Agencies: Research should be strengthened to enable a better understanding of the relationship between health determinants and their consequences, to select interventions, and to identify stakeholders that can be partners or can be influenced through public policy. (Art. 66, Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, PAHO, 2008)

International Agencies: …Health information should be standardized to facilitate comparison among and within countries, in order to monitor and evaluate progress in achieving health goals. (Art 71, Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, PAHO, 2008)

3.3 Prevent, detect, and respond to noncommunicable diseases (NCDs)
3.3.1 Accord particular attention to prevention and care of diabetes, cardiovascular disease, chronic respiratory diseases, and cancer
3.3.2 Promote prevention strategies to reduce risk factors, including physical exercise, healthy diets, and reduction of alcohol and tobacco use, as well as encouraging healthy consumption patterns
3.3.3 Prevent and address the causes of interpersonal and gender violence, as well as road insecurity, which are the main causes of morbidity and mortality in young people
Mandates: 

Social Charter: Member states affirm their commitment… to strengthen their capacity to prevent, detect, and respond to chronic non-communicable diseases, current and emerging infectious diseases, and environmental health concerns. (Art. 6 Ch. 3)

Social Charter: Member states affirm their commitment to promote healthy lifestyles… (Art.6 Cap.3)

Summit of the Americas: We are convinced that we can reduce the burden of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) through the promotion of comprehensive and integrated preventive and control strategies at the individual, family, community, national and regional levels and through collaborative programmes, partnerships and policies supported by governments, the private sector, the media, civil society organisations, communities and relevant regional and international partners. (Art. 28, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Summit of the Americas: We instruct our Ministers of Health, with the support of PAHO, to incorporate the surveillance of NCDs and their risk factors into existing national health information reporting systems by 2015. We encourage national planning and coordination of comprehensive prevention and control strategies for NCDs and the establishment of National Commissions where appropriate. (Art 29, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

International Agencies: Goal: 25% reduction in premature mortality caused by the four principal non-communicable diseases (cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes and chronic respiratory disease). (PAHO, October 2, 2012)

3.4 Reduce communicable diseases, with particular emphasis on HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, and neglected and emerging diseases
3.4.1 Identify and implement strategies on universal access to comprehensive prevention, treatment, care, and assistance programs
3.4.2 Ensure access to the needed drugs free of charge
Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas: We are committed to meeting the Millennium Declaration objective of halting and beginning to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS by 2015 through, inter alia, identification and implementation of strategies to scale up towards the goal of universal access to comprehensive prevention programmes, treatment, care and support. We will promote scientific research and social awareness geared towards producing safe and high quality medicines and supplies with the aim of increasing access to treatment. We will implement the Regional HIV/STI Plan for the Health Sector 2006-2015, in coordination with PAHO, UNAIDS and other relevant institutions. We commit to strengthening public policies aimed at reducing the incidence of mother-to-child transmission of HIV to less than 5% by 2015. We reiterate our commitment to participating in and strengthening the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, including through resource mobilisation. (Art. 35, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: We recognize that the productive capacity of our workforce is hindered by HIV/AIDS and chronic non-communicable diseases including but not limited to cancer, diabetes, and heart disease.  We commit to promoting the development and implementation of policies that will assist in reducing discrimination in the workplace against workers with HIV/AIDS.  Further we support policies that reduce the incidence of HIV/AIDS and chronic non communicable diseases. (Art. 24, Ministerial Conference on Labor, 2007)

International Agencies:  To combat the communicable diseases that continue to affect the populations of the Americas, current actions should be sustained, favorable environments created and innovations introduced. A more intensive effort should be made to control those diseases that disproportionally affect developing countries, principally affect poor populations, and can be eradicated. (Art. 60, Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, PAHO, 2008)

3.5 Reduce maternal and child mortality, in particular neonatal mortality
3.5.1 Reduce adolescent pregnancies through intersectoral strategies on comprehensive sex education and reproductive health

3.5.2 Ensure universal institutional births and breast-feeding

Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas: To promote and encourage comprehensive, timely, and quality public policies on: …c. Raising awareness about the adverse effects of adolescent pregnancies on the integral development of the adolescent and their offspring, as well as fostering their health and well-being. (Art. 1, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: While the region has made significant progress in reducing both maternal mortality and mortality in infants and children under 5 years, neonatal mortality has not decreased at the same rate. We call on the Pan American Health Organisation (PAHO) to continue to assist countries in addressing this problem through the implementation of the Regional Strategy and Plan of Action for Neonatal Health within the Continuum of Maternal, Newborn, and Child Care. We recognise the importance of cooperation in sharing experiences within the framework of the global Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health. (Art. 27, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

International Agencies: …In accordance with the quest for equity, the Health Authority should prioritize and emphasize specific actions to reduce maternal, neonatal, and child mortality in all segments of society. Breastfeeding should be promoted, and actions taken to prevent infections, dehydration, respiratory diseases, and malnutrition and obesity among children as part of the problems of childhood nutrition… (Art. 43, Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, PAHO, 2008)

3.6 Respond to environmental challenges and their public-health implications, with particular attention to the effects of climate change and natural disasters on the health of the most vulnerable populations

Mandates: 

Social Charter: Member states affirm their commitment… to strengthen their capacity to prevent, detect, and respond to chronic non-communicable diseases, current and emerging infectious diseases, and environmental health concerns. (Art. 6 Ch. 3)

4. Food and nutrition

Goal:  Full access to adequate, healthy, and nutritious food, so that no one suffers hunger or malnutrition.

Mandates: 


Social Charter: Everyone is entitled to adequate food without discrimination.  Member states commit to making every effort needed to eradicate hunger and malnutrition (Art.7 Cap.3)

Social Charter: Member states commit to taking the steps needed to achieve full access to adequate, safe, and nutritious food, including steps to foster the conditions required for everyone to be free from hunger. (Art.7 Cap.3)

Summit of the Americas: To promote greater investment in, and access to, research, technological innovation, and capacity-building in order to strengthen and ensure a sustainable, comprehensive, inclusive, and competitive agro-food sector that would contribute to food security and the reduction of poverty and inequity, particularly in marginalized rural and urban areas.  (Art 9, POVERTY, INEQUALITY AND INEQUITY, VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: Providing our people with adequate and timely access to safe and nutritious food is among the most immediate challenges confronting our Hemisphere and the world. We recognise the negative impact on our people of food crises when they occur, and commit to taking urgent and coordinated action, working in partnership with the relevant international and regional organisations, as appropriate, to develop and implement comprehensive policies and programmes in order to confront the challenges of food security. We reaffirm our commitment to the objective of the Millennium Declaration to halve by 2015 the proportion of people who suffer from hunger; and we recognise United Nations General Assembly Resolution 63/235, which calls for addressing these challenges. (Art 23, Promoting Human Prosperity, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Summit of the Americas: We commit to improving the nutritional status of all the people of the Americas by 2015 and to the full implementation of the PAHO Regional Strategy on Nutrition in Health and Development 2006-2015. We will continue to promote the integration of nutrition into social and economic policies and plans and to reduce nutritional deficiencies through prevention and treatment strategies (…) (Art 32, Promoting Human Prosperity, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: RECOGNIZE ALSO national, regional and global concerns on food security and eradication of malnutrition, greater priority should be attached to national poverty reduction and social protection strategies, allocating to such strategies the appropriate financial resources. (Preamble, Ministerial Meeting on Social Development, 2008)

International agencies: Breastfeeding should be promoted, and actions taken to prevent infections, dehydration, respiratory diseases, and malnutrition and obesity among children as part of the problems of childhood nutrition (Art 43, Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017 - PAHO)

Strategic lines of action:

4.1 To promote sustainable agricultural development and access to technologies

Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas:  To promote greater investment in, and access to, research, technological innovation, and capacity-building in order to strengthen and ensure a sustainable, comprehensive, inclusive, and competitive agro-food sector that would contribute to food security and the reduction of poverty and inequity, particularly in marginalized rural and urban areas.  (art 9, POVERTY, INEQUALITY AND INEQUITY, VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: We support the promotion of investment in agriculture, as well as the strengthening of our States’ institutional capacity, with a view to increasing and intensifying productive activities, particularly in the countries most affected by hunger. (Art 24, Promoting Human Prosperity, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

4.2 To strengthen the capacity of smallholders

Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas: We believe that a multidimensional and multisectoral approach to agriculture and rural life is a key factor for sustainable development and food security. (Art 25, Promoting Human Prosperity, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

4.3 To reduce vulnerability to unforeseen factors, such as floods, droughts, or natural disasters, through risk management

Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas: To reaffirm that disaster risk management is a priority within our national public policies and development strategies.  (Art 1, DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND MANAGEMENT, VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: We call on our Agriculture Ministers to develop activities aimed at addressing issues affecting access to and availability of food in order to combat chronic malnutrition and to promote adequate nutritional policies for our populations. We support the promotion of investment in agriculture, as well as the strengthening of our States’ institutional capacity, with a view to increasing and intensifying productive activities, particularly in the countries most affected by hunger.. (Art 24, Promoting Human Prosperity, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: To encourage and support member states in implementing the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, to comply with the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 guidelines, oriented to reduce vulnerabilities and strengthening the resilience of communities, especially by incorporating risk reduction in public investment, the strengthening of legal and institutional frameworks, and the creation, strengthening, and national enforcement of multiple hazards building codes when appropriate. (Art. 36, Ministerial Meeting on Sustainable Development, 2010)

Ministerial Conferences: The need to incorporate comprehensive disaster risk management into the public agenda of the states and to promote international and regional coordination to respond, in a coordinated, effective, and efficient manner, to emergency situations.. (Art. 19bis, Ministerial Meeting on Sustainable Development, 2010)
Ministerial Conferences: To promote integrated water resource, soil, and forest management, in the context of increased hydrological and climatic variability as a fundamental tool to enable a rational and sustainable use of these resources in the agriculture and forest sectors, as well as risk reduction.  (Art. 29, Ministerial Meeting on Sustainable Development, 2010)

Ministerial Conferences: To strengthen the capacity of member states to integrate strategic environmental assessment, risk management and vulnerability assessment in land use planning for development planning and mitigation and adaptation to climate change, contributing to the resilience of cities, communities, and ecosystems.  (Art. 34, Ministerial Meeting on Sustainable Development, 2010)

4.4 To improve child nutrition, particularly in the first five years of life

Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas: We recognise that nutrition is important in combating poverty, hunger and chronic malnutrition for children, especially those under age five, and vulnerable groups. We consider it a high priority to address the issue of nutrition through the joint efforts of the public and private sectors, civil society and communities. (..) (Art 33, Promoting Human Prosperity, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

4.5 To implement comprehensive policies to combat excess weight and obesity, promoting a healthy lifestyle

Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas: (…) We will continue to promote the integration of nutrition into social and economic policies and plans and to reduce nutritional deficiencies through prevention and treatment strategies, including those targeted at the control of obesity and nutrition-related diseases. We also commit to increase awareness and educate our populations about the importance of diet and physical activity. (Art 32, Promoting Human Prosperity, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Summit of the Americas: (…)We therefore reiterate our support for the PAHO Regional Strategy and Plan of Action on an Integrated Approach to the Prevention and Control of Chronic Diseases Including Diet, Physical Activity, and Health. (Art 28, Promoting Human Prosperity, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

International Agencies:  Specific actions should be initiated or strengthened to control diabetes, cardiovascular and cerebrovascular diseases, types of cancer with the greatest incidence, as well as hypertension, dyslipidemia, obesity, and physical inactivity. (Art 58, Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017 - PAHO)

5. Education

Goal:  Ensure equitable and universal access to quality early-childhood, primary, and secondary education with an inclusive approach, and promote scientific and technological development and innovation.
Mandates: 

Social Charter: AWARE that the member states, inspired by the principles of solidarity and inter-American cooperation, have committed to: adopt and implement actions towards… provid[ing] quality education (Preamble)

Social Charter: Access to quality education at all levels and modalities is vital to achieving greater equity, improving standards of living, fostering sustainable development… (Art. 8, Ch. 3)

Summit of the Americas: To ensure equal access to primary and secondary education for all, to promote improvement in the quality of education at all levels… (Art. 3, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012) 
Summit of the Americas: To take specific steps to improve access to quality education for girls, especially in rural areas… (Art. 14, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: We affirm that equal access to education is a human right and that quality education is essential, a public good and a priority. Therefore, we will continue promoting access to quality education for all. (Art. 36, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: AFFIRMING the need to improve the quality of education and educational offerings so as to prepare students for lifelong learning, active and committed citizenship, securing decent work, and a good quality of life; (Preamble, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2012)

Strategic lines of action:
5.1 Increase the coverage of early childhood care and education.

5.1.1 Ensure that all children, especially those who live in situations of poverty or vulnerability, have access to comprehensive care services, including adequate nutrition, health care, and early stimulation, with parent and community participation.
Mandates: 

Social Charter: States commit to ensure equal and universal access to quality primary and secondary education and promote access to education at all levels, with an inclusive approach, especially early childhood education, in accordance with their domestic law. (Art. 8, Ch. 3)

Summit of the Americas: To promote and encourage comprehensive, timely, and quality public policies on: a. Early childhood care, education, and development. (Art. 1, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: We also recognise that improving access to and the quality of early childhood education is a key factor in achieving universal primary education by 2015. Recognising that investing in quality care and education from birth through the early years of primary education improves learning, social, health and employment outcomes, we take note of the Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education adopted by the Ministers of Education in 2007. (Art. 36, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: Reaffirm our Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education, adopted at the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Cartagena de Indias from November 12 to 14, 2007, in which we undertook to increase the coverage of quality comprehensive early childhood education in each member state in accordance with its circumstances.  We express our satisfaction at the progress in implementing the mandates that we agreed to on that occasion and, in the inter-American framework, under the coordination of the CIE. (Art.14, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2012)
5.2 Ensure that all children have access to a quality primary education and complete it with skills and competencies that enable them to read and write with comprehension, manage operations that enable them to solve basic mathematical problems, and coexist with their peers in an environment of peace and mutual respect
Mandates: 

Social Charter: States commit to ensure equal and universal access to quality primary and secondary education and promote access to education at all levels, with an inclusive approach… (Art. 8, Ch. 3)

Summit of the Americas: To ensure equal access to primary and secondary education for all; to promote improvement in the quality of education at all levels. (Art. 3, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012) 
5.3 Ensure that all young people have access to a quality secondary education and complete it having acquired the necessary skills and competencies for life, the exercise of citizenship, work, and lifelong education
5.3.1 Encourage specific measures targeting young people left out of education systems
Mandates: 

Social Charter of the Americas: States commit to ensure equal and universal access to quality primary and secondary education and promote access to education at all levels, with an inclusive approach… (Art. 8, Ch. 3)

Summit of the Americas: To ensure equal access to primary and secondary education for all… (Art. 3, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012) 

Summit of the Americas: We reaffirm our commitment to achieving a gross secondary education enrolment rate of at least 75% by the year 2010 and we call on the Ministers of Education, with the support of the OAS, specialised international and regional institutions and civil society organisations, to develop strategies to make quality secondary education accessible to all our young people by 2015, especially the most vulnerable groups and those with special education needs. These strategies should be based on the principles of equity, quality, relevance and efficiency in education, taking into account the gender perspective and student diversity, and should also encourage innovation and creativity. (Art. 37, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: We recognize the need to strengthen curricula according to national and sub-national policies and priorities so that they are relevant to the demands of the contemporary world.  Comprehensive education in the 21st century should ensure the incorporation of youth cultures and consider different socio-cultural contexts and the knowledge, values of indigenous peoples and other groups that have been historically excluded, the development of specific policies for inclusion and youth citizenship, and the development of creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship… (Art. 9, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2009)
Ministerial Conferences: We will redouble our efforts to fulfill the commitment of our Heads of State and Government at the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in 1998, taken up again and reformulated at the Fifth Summit, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, in 2009, to achieve a gross secondary school enrollment rate of at least 75% by no later than 2010 and, with the support of the OAS, specialized regional and international institutions responsible for the follow-up of the Millennium Development Goals and the “Commitments of Education for All” and civil society organizations, to develop strategies to make quality secondary education accessible for all our youth by no later than 2015, especially for the most vulnerable groups and those with special education needs. These strategies must be rooted in the principles of equity, quality, relevance, and efficiency in education, taking into account the gender perspective and ethnic diversity and youth cultures, and also encouraging innovation and creativity. (Art. 2, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: …In countries in which secondary education has been established as compulsory, it is essential that it be of high quality, free of charge, and accessible to all. (Art. 3, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2009)
Ministerial Conferences: We agree on the need to promote measures for youth outside the school system in order to foster their integration into society in both educational and work settings.  We consider that these socio-educational measures should be coordinated with formal education systems to encourage the completion of middle (or secondary) school studies and to facilitate continuing education. (Art. 13, Ministerial Conference on Education,  2009)
5.4 Promote greater access to post-secondary (technical, vocational, tertiary, and university) education, with particular attention to vulnerable groups.
5.4.1 Promote alternative modes of education using new technologies
5.4.2 Strengthen links to the productive sector to ensure relevant educational curricula
5.4.3 Increase access to financial assistance mechanisms to foster successful scholastic completion
Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas: [T]o promote… increased access to tertiary, technical, and vocational education, as soon as possible, with particular attention to vulnerable groups and those with special education needs, using, inter alia, the modality of distance learning, and to promote strengthening of literacy programs. (Art. 3, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: We intend to increase the tertiary education participation rate to a minimum of 40 per cent by 2020 and urge countries which have already made considerable advances in this area to exchange best practices that will support the efforts of other countries to achieve this target. (Art. 38, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: We recognize the importance of strengthening technical, professional, and vocational training, as well as other skills relevant to the development needs of our countries, in order to create local and regional capacity for innovation and to forge community, local, national, and regional development projects. (Art. 11, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2009)
Ministerial Conferences: We underscore the importance of developing accreditation and certification systems for core competencies and work-related skills, recognizing the knowledge and skills acquired by youth in the world of work or other settings, in order to reinforce the processes of inclusion and reinsertion of students who have dropped out of the formal education system before completing their schooling.  (Art. 12, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2009)
5.5 Strengthen teaching in order to ensure a relevant and quality education in contexts of diversity
5.5.1 Improve recruitment, initial training, ongoing professional development, performance incentives, work conditions, assessment, and monitoring of teachers, in order to attract the best, ensure their tenure, and encourage good performance
5.5.2 Ensure that teacher training and selection is in keeping with the specific context in which they work and the particular needs of their students, especially where students in situations of vulnerability are concerned
5.5.3 Promote social appreciation of the teaching profession

Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas: …promoting improved capacities of schools, teachers, civil society, and communities to reduce the barriers to regular attendance for women and girls. (Art. 14, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: We commit to support the initial preparation and ongoing professional development of teachers. (Art. 38, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: We… pledge to promote the strengthening, professionalization and social valuing of the teaching profession through dynamic means of fostering dialogue and cooperation among educational systems, universities and other teacher preparation institutions, professional societies and unions, civil society organizations, the private sector, and other government sectors. (Art.10, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2012)
Ministerial Conferences: We… affirm that it is important for all teachers to have access to quality initial preparation and continuing professional development that will enable them to guide and promote meaningful learning, social harmony, intercultural dialogue and respect for diversity, and whose pedagogical practice appropriately includes reflection, innovation, creativity and ICTs, as well as the development of skills to attend to students with diverse needs and to interact effectively with their peers, students and families. (Art. 5, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2012)
 

Ministerial Conferences: We… recognize that policies to strengthen the teaching profession and opportunities for quality professional development are vital to attract, employ, induct, develop, evaluate, motivate, retain, and recognize teachers so that they become ever better educators. (Art. 6, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2012)

Ministerial Conferences: We… will redouble our efforts to generate knowledge and to exchange good practices concerning innovative policies and programs for initial preparation, professional development, improvement of labor conditions, and strengthening the teaching profession.  (Art. 13, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2012)

5.6 Strengthen scientific and technological development, research, and innovation, as well as their links to the education system and business sector
5.6.1 Increase investment in scientific infrastructure and applied research

5.6.2 Adopt measures to nurture talent and enable its effective development

Mandates: 

Social Charter: Scientific and technological development helps to reduce poverty, improve living standards, and achieve integral development. Therefore, it is necessary to increase investment in education, scientific infrastructure and applied research, as well as take steps to promote and develop effective scientific talent and ensure that the increase in productivity and other advantages resulting from application of innovations benefit everyone. (Art. 12, Ch. 3, Social Charter of the Americas)
Summit of the Americas: …we commit to create conditions for increasing public investment and to take measures that promote investment in the private sector, particularly in science, technology, engineering, innovation, research and development, and to encourage the strengthening of linkages among universities, science institutions, the private and public sectors, multilateral agencies, civil society and workers. (Art. 22, “Promoting Human Prosperity,” V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: We recognize the importance of implementing policies in the education sector, aimed at promoting technological innovation and scientific development.  We pledge to promote and support programs and policies that foster the active participation of young people in innovation, science and technology initiatives, bearing in mind their expectations and vocations, in keeping with the human, social, cultural and productive development needs of our countries. (Art. 22, Ministerial Conference on Education, 2009)

6. Housing and basic public services

Goal:  To provide more and better housing options, especially for the poorest, and ensure fair, equitable, and nondiscriminatory access to basic public services.

Mandates: 

Social Charter: Fair, equitable, and nondiscriminatory, access to basic public services is essential for integral development. (Art. 5 Ch. 3)

Social Charter: The member states recognize that water is fundamental for life and central to socioeconomic development and environmental sustainability and that nondiscriminatory access by the population to potable water and sanitation services, in the framework of national laws and policies contributes to the objective of combating poverty. (Art. 9 Ch. 3)

Summit of the Americas: To combat poverty, extreme poverty, hunger, inequality, inequity, and social exclusion through public policies that promote… access to comprehensive and quality education, health care, and housing, in order to achieve sustainable development with social justice in the Americas. (Art. 2, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas: … We therefore renew our commitment to all the peoples of the Americas to improve the quality of their lives by strengthening inter-American cooperation and, with the support of the institutions of the United Nations, the inter-American system and other relevant regional institutions, to further complement our efforts to ensure greater opportunities for… access to health, quality education and housing; to promote adequate and sustainable access to energy, food and water; and to manage our environment responsibly. (Art. 4, Preamble, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Strategic lines of action:

6.1 To ensure the availability of basic public services, giving priority to those who lack access to such services or are underserved. In particular, to extend the coverage and quality of safe drinking water and sanitation services

Mandates: 

Social Charter: The member states recognize that water is fundamental for life and central to socioeconomic development and environmental sustainability and that nondiscriminatory access by the population to potable water and sanitation services, in the framework of national laws and policies contributes to the objective of combating poverty. (Art.9 Ch. 3)

Social Charter: The member states, in keeping with their national realities, undertake to continue working to ensure access to safe drinking water and sanitation services for present and future generations. (Art.9 Ch. 3)

Ministerial Conferences: Member states recognize that water is fundamental for life and basic for socioeconomic development and environmental sustainability; and that integrated water management and non- discriminatory and equitable access of the population to potable water and sanitation services, contributes to the full enjoyment of life and human rights. (Art. 14, Ministerial Meeting on Sustainable Development, 2010)

Ministerial Conferences: Member states, commit to continue working to guarantee the access to potable water and sanitation services for present and future generations, based on their national realities. (Art. 14b, Ministerial Meeting on Sustainable Development, 2010)

6.2 Implement territorial convergence policies that promote the social inclusion of poor and excluded groups through appropriate urban and rural land management schemes and improvements in the provision of basic services for the population as a whole

Support: 

International Agencies: There is consequently a need to develop territorial convergence policies to promote social inclusion of poor and vulnerable groups through more appropriate urban land use systems and improved provision of basic services for the whole population. (Ch. 1, Sec. 7, p. 16, “Achieving the Millennium Development Goals with equality in Latin America and the Caribbean: Progress and challenges,” CEPAL, 2010)

6.3 Refocus direct housing provision and demand subsidies toward low-income households

Mandates/support: 

Social Charter: Fair, equitable, and nondiscriminatory access to basic public services is essential for integral development. (Art. 5 Ch. 3, Social Charter of the Americas)

International Agencies: …[M]any housing programs and expenditures do not benefit the poorest households. This bias towards serving middle class and wealthier households should be redressed by rerouting direct housing provision and housing demand subsidies toward low income households. (Executive summary, “Room for Development: Housing Markets in Latin America and the Caribbean,” IDB, 2012)

International Agencies: Providing more and better housing choices to low and middle income families necessarily implies increasing the incentives and easing the constraints to expanding the reach of the formal housing sector, especially those that limit land development, affordable home construction and long-term financing. (Executive summary, “Room for Development: Housing Markets in Latin America and the Caribbean,” IDB, 2012)

International Agencies: Expanding choice in housing markets requires policies and regulation to address the causes rather than treat the symptoms of poor functioning housing markets. This implies focusing on improving land and mortgage markets, ensuring an adequate regulatory framework for these markets to function properly, and providing infrastructure and subsidies to service land for poor households. (Executive summary, “Room for Development: Housing Markets in Latin America and the Caribbean,” IDB, 2012)

6.4 Encourage expansion of home mortgage financing and micro-financing for housing

Support: 

International Agencies: Closing the region’s current housing gap will require an investment of at least US$310 billion, or 7.8 percent of the region’s GDP. The investments needed to meet future housing demand will reach at least US$70 billion each year. Families, businesses, and governments together must meet this challenge. The private sector must move down market and expand mortgage and micro financing for housing. Households need to mobilize savings, seek technical and public assistance, and inform themselves about the potential of new construction technologies. (Executive summary, “Room for Development: Housing Markets in Latin America and the Caribbean,” IDB, 2012)

International Agencies: Expanding choice in housing markets requires policies and regulation to address the causes rather than treat the symptoms of poor functioning housing markets. This implies focusing on improving land and mortgage markets, ensuring an adequate regulatory framework for these markets to function properly… (Executive summary, “Room for Development: Housing Markets in Latin America and the Caribbean,” IDB, 2012)

International Agencies: Tax incentives and subsidies should be put in place when appropriate, and public-private partnerships should be promoted to encourage land development and innovative construction technologies for low-income housing. (Executive summary, “Room for Development: Housing Markets in Latin America and the Caribbean,” IDB, 2012) 

6.5 Encourage “ecological housing,” promoting land conservation, higher-density urban population, and ecological buildings

Support: 

International Agencies:  These policies and regulations should also be retailored to encourage sustainable “green housing” by promoting land preservation, greater density of city populations, and green construction. (Executive summary, “Room for Development: Housing Markets in Latin America and the Caribbean,” IDB, 2012)

7. Culture

Goal:  Ensure cultural development with the inclusion and participation of all sectors of society, respecting cultural diversity and encouraging mutual respect and knowledge.

Mandates: 

Social Charter of the Americas: Accordingly, the member states undertake to promote inclusive and participatory cultural development policies that include programs to support cultural and creative industries; to preserve and protect cultural heritage; and to respect and promote cultural diversity. (Art. 1, Ch. 4)

Strategic lines of action:

7.1 Strengthen cultural industries

7.1.1 Strengthen institutional and human capacity building in all fields of cultural production (creation, distribution, and consumption), safeguarding its nature as an expression of identities and recognizing its potential for generating economic growth

7.1.2 Give particular attention to communities with incipient cultural industries

7.1.3 Encourage private-sector participation in funding cultural processes

Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas: To promote economic growth with equity and social inclusion by strengthening cooperatives, micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, including cultural industries, in addition to grassroots economic initiatives and other production units, innovation, and competitiveness in the countries of the Americas. (Art. 7, “Poverty, Inequality, and Inequity,” VI Summit of the Americas, 2012)

Summit of the Americas:  We also commit to increase our efforts to promote and support cultural and creative industries and activities as part of our national policies for the promotion of sustainable economic growth, job creation and income generation, especially for young adults. (Art. 44, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: Reaffirm that culture, in particular the cultural and creative industries, creates opportunities for economic growth, increased competiveness and diversifying the economies of the Hemisphere, through the creation of new employment in non-traditional areas and the acquisition of new skills. Therefore, we encourage member states to recognize this contribution in their programs and projects, to consider increased funding for culture, and to strengthen efforts to quantify the impact of culture on economic growth. (Art. 5, Ministerial Conference on Culture, 2011)
7.2 Ensure access to cultural goods and services, in particular, for vulnerable groups

Mandates: 

Summit of the Americas:  Culture has a central role in the overall development of our countries, in the fight against poverty and in our efforts to improve the quality of life of all our peoples. We acknowledge the positive contribution of culture in building social cohesion and in creating stronger, more inclusive communities, and we will continue to promote inter-cultural dialogue and respect for cultural diversity in order to encourage mutual understanding, which helps reduce conflict, discrimination and the barriers to economic opportunity and social participation. (Art. 44, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

7.3 Ensure conditions that both facilitate creative and artistic expression and encourage investigation and imagination in an atmosphere of tolerance and of freedom of thought, expression, and information

7.3.1 Encourage artistic creation and innovation, particularly among the young and the vulnerable

Mandates: 

Social Charter: The member states will foster participation in artistic and cultural activities where arts and culture flourish and contribute to cultural enrichment. It is both necessary and appropriate for member states to generate and ensure a climate conducive to freedom of thought, expression, and information, as well as conditions that facilitate creative expression and promote research and imagination in an environment of tolerance. (Art. 7, Ch. 4)
7.4 Include the issue of culture on governments' economic and planning agendas, particularly with regard to cultural industries, cultural heritage, and respect for cultural diversity

7.4.1 Strengthen cultural information systems and cultural satellite accounts that will provide an indication not only of different aspects of production, habits, access, and consumption with regard to cultural products, but also of their economic evolution and their contribution to economic and social development

7.4.2 Ensure the dissemination and exposure of culture in its different expressions

Mandates: 

Ministerial Conferences: Reaffirm that culture, in particular the cultural and creative industries, creates opportunities for economic growth, increased competiveness and diversifying the economies of the Hemisphere, through the creation of new employment in non-traditional areas and the acquisition of new skills. Therefore, we encourage member states to recognize this contribution in their programs and projects, to consider increased funding for culture, and to strengthen efforts to quantify the impact of culture on economic growth. (Art. 5, Ministerial Conference on Culture, 2011)
Ministerial Conferences: With the cooperation of our colleagues in Ministries of Finance and other financial institutions, we will    intensify efforts to quantify the impact of culture on economic development and to sensitize the economic and financial sectors to how investment in capacity-building and institutional strengthening in the culture sector can have tangible benefits in terms of employment, income generation, and sustainable development in general.   (Communique, Ministerial Conference on Culture, 2008)
7.5 Protect cultural heritage (tangible and intangible)

7.5.1 Identify, protect, and preserve cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, and promote local development, ownership, and citizen participation in that process

7.5.2 Protect and promote the cultures of indigenous peoples

7.5.3 Encourage policies and programs aimed at fomenting respect for the linguistic and cultural diversity of peoples

i. Ensure access to opportunities for preservation and transmission of different cultures
ii. Ensure access for communities to opportunities for education, creativity, and expression in their own languages
Mandates: 

Social Charter: …the defense of material and immaterial cultural heritage is of vital importance and appears to be closely linked to the preservation, defense, and enrichment of cultural diversity. (Art. 4, Ch. 4)
Social Charter: Member states recognize and respect the multicultural and multilingual nature of the nations of the Hemisphere and commit to promote respect for and knowledge of the diverse indigenous cultures, as well as to encourage harmonious intercultural relations. The indigenous peoples have the right to practice and preserve conserve their traditions, customs, and traditional knowledge and deserve to have the dignity and diversity of their cultures, traditions, histories, and aspirations respected and promoted. (Art. 5, Ch. 4)

Social Charter: States commit to continue fostering actions and policies aimed at the protection and preservation of tangible cultural heritage and safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, including actions to raise awareness of the value of that heritage and fostering conditions for their production, reproduction and transmission as well as the protection of the diverse forms of traditional artistic and cultural creation. (Art. 6, Ch. 4)

Summit of the Americas:  We further commit to facilitating the sharing of knowledge and practices on protecting and promoting cultural heritage and to educating communities on how best to protect their heritage sites and manage them in a sustainable manner. (Art. 44, V Summit of the Americas, 2009)

Ministerial Conferences: Recognize the importance of safeguarding and promoting our tangible and intangible cultural heritage, and its contribution to the integral and sustainable development of our communities. (Art. 7, Ministerial Conference on Culture, 2011)
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