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ACTIVITY REPORT OF THE JOINT WORKING GROUP IN THE 2012-2013 PERIOD
I. background

The General Assembly, by resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development, establishing specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.


Later, the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, said that the principles and objectives of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action “will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.”


The General Assembly renewed its mandate to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI in resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05); AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06); AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07); AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08); AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09); AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10); and AG/RES. 2695 (XLI-O/11).


Subsequently, at its forty-second regular session, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, the General Assembly adopted the Social Charter of the Americas by resolution AG/RES. 2699 (XLII-O/12), and instructed the Joint Working Group to conclude “negotiations on a Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter prior to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.”

II. OFFICERS

For the period covered by this report, the Joint Working Group was installed by the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on September 6, 2012. On that date, Ambassador Walter Albán, Permanent Representative of Peru to the Organization of American States (OAS) was elected as the Group’s Chair. Subsequently, at its meeting held on November 13, 2012, the Joint Working Group elected Ambassador Hubert Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica to the OAS, as its Vice Chair.
III. Activities of the Joint Working Group

A.
Organization of work

At the meeting of the Joint Working Group held on September 19, 2012, the Chair submitted to the Group for its consideration a draft Work Plan, which was adopted by the delegations and distributed with the classification GTC/CASA/doc.195/12 rev. 1. Subsequently, at the meeting of November 13, the Group adopted the Methodology for Meetings to Negotiate the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.203/12 rev. 1, in which the Group took as the basis for the negotiations the “Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas” presented by the Chair and distributed with the classification GTC/CASA/doc.201/12.

B.
Meetings of the Joint Working Group
In the 2012-2013 period, the Joint Working Group held eight meetings, including one all-day meeting with representatives of international organizations. It also held two informal meetings to move forward in negotiating the Draft Plan of Action. The proceedings of the informal meetings are summarized below:
· At the meeting held on September 19, 2012, the Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDE) presented the Proposed Structure for the Plan of Action, document GTC/CASA/doc.194/12, which served as the basis for the Draft Plan of Action presented by the Chair.
At that meeting, the Group adopted the Work Plan for the 2012-2013 period, which included, among other activities, the holding of a meeting with six international agencies (UNDP, ECLAC, PAHO, IDB, ILO, and World Bank) to hear their comments on the status of social goals in the Americas, the main hemispheric challenges in light of the matters addressed in the Social Charter, and their proposals for furthering the social goals of the Americas.
· On October 2, the Group received the representatives of the above-mentioned agencies, who shared, among other things, institutional perspectives regarding the region’s social goals. That information was among the contributions used to prepare the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas subsequently presented by the Chair. The links to those presentations are provided below:
· World Bank: GTC/CASA/INF.7/12
· IDB: GTC/CASA/INF.8/12
· ECLAC: GTC/CASA/INF.9/12
· PAHO: GTC/CASA/INF.10/12
· ILO: GTC/CASA/INF.11/12
· On November 13, in addition to electing its Vice Chair, the Joint Working Group adopted the Methodology for Meetings to Negotiate the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.203/12 rev. 1, and began its consideration of the Draft Plan of Action presented by the Chair. A corrected version of that draft was subsequently distributed, document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 corr. 1.
· At the meeting of February 19, the Chair presented two documents for consideration by the Group: (1) “Explanation of Reasons for Elaborating the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas” (GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 1 & 2), and the “Table Summarizing the Purposes and Guiding Principles of the Proposed Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,” which, after it had been considered by the delegations, was updated and distributed with the classification GTC/CASA/doc.207/13 rev. 2.
The aim of the first document was to make available to the delegations an explanation of the logical framework utilized in the Draft Plan of Action, together with their correlation to the topics contained in the Social Charter of the Americas. Similarly, in the Summarizing Table, the Chair gathered and structured the informal comments made by the delegations, in order to facilitate the negotiations by introducing a shared language and a basic structure to be used as a starting point.
At that meeting, the latest version of the Draft Plan of Action was also considered, containing the comments thus far made by the delegations, document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 2.
· On March 26, the Joint Working Group began its consideration of Chapter I and of areas of intervention 1 and 2 of Chapter II of the latest version of the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, which contained the comments thus far made by the delegations, document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 4, and decided to maintain the summary table presented at the preceding meeting as a reference document for the negotiation of the Draft Plan of Action. The comments made at that meeting on Chapter I and on areas of intervention 1 and 2 of Chapter II may be found in document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 5.
On that occasion, the Joint Working Group also considered the draft resolution “Elaboration of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,” which was presented by the Chair and approved by the Joint Working Group at a subsequent meeting.

· At its meetings held on April 9 and 23, the Joint Working Group continued its consideration of the draft resolution, approving it at the latter meeting. The draft resolution approved by the Joint Working Group was distributed as document GTC/CASA/doc.210/13 rev. 3. The Joint Working Group continued its consideration of Chapter I and of areas of intervention 1 and 2 of Chapter II of the Draft Plan of Action.
The modifications made to the Draft Plan of Action on April 9 and 23 are reflected in documents GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 6 and GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 7 respectively.
· At its final meeting scheduled for the 2012-2013 period, held on May 7, the Joint Working Group considered areas of intervention 1 and 2 of Chapter II of the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas. The version resulting from that meeting is contained in document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 8.

C.
Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas


As indicated in the section above, the Chair presented the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas in November 2012, which had been prepared taking into consideration the comments and suggestions made by delegations, as well as those made by different international agencies and the structure presented by the DSDE, based on the mandates of the Social Charter of the Americas itself, the Summits of the Americas, and the relevant ministerial meetings.

The Draft Plan of Action presented by the Chair contains targets and strategic lines of action for all topics specifically having to do with social policy, and it also includes, as prerequisites, a series of matters included in the Social Charter of the Americas considered decisive for the success of the social policy. Lastly, the draft included a series of aspirations, crosscutting issues, and guiding principles that had to permeate all activities undertaken to comply with the tenets of the Social Charter, as explained in the document “Explanation of Reasons for Elaborating the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,”  GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 1.

Subsequently, in December, at the request of the Chair, the Secretariat prepared a document indicating the origin of each of the items in the Draft Plan of Action and the correlation to the mandates arising from the Social Charter itself, the Summits of the Americas, and the relevant ministerial meetings. The document containing the mandates in support was distributed with the classification GTC/CASA/doc.205/12.

In January 2013, the Chair prepared the summary table briefly setting out information on the purposes and guiding principles, areas of intervention, crosscutting issues, crosscutting methods, and prerequisites included in the Draft Plan of Action. It also contained an explanation of the general framework for the preparation of the Plan of Action and a glossary. The Joint Working Group considered this summary table and decided to maintain it as a reference document for the negotiation of the Draft Plan of Action. The latest version of the table was distributed as document GTC/CASA/doc.207/13 rev. 2.

As described in the preceding section, during February, March, April, and May, the Joint Working Group considered the Draft Plan of Action on five occasions. The overall outcomes of those meetings may be found in document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 8.

D.
Draft resolution for the General Assembly

On March 26, the Chair presented the draft resolution “Elaboration of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,” document GTC/CASA/doc.210/13, which was approved by the Joint Working Group at its meeting held on April 23.

The adoption of this draft resolution by the General Assembly would make it possible to extend “the mandate of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI, while urging it to conclude the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas prior to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.”

The draft resolution also includes, among other things, a request to the General Secretariat to continue providing the Joint Working Group with support and to disseminate the Social Charter of the Americas. 
The draft resolution approved by the Joint Working Group was distributed as document GTC/CASA/doc.210/13 rev. 3, and is contained in the Annex hereto.
IV.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

ELABORATION OF THE PLAN OF ACTION OF THE SOCIAL CHARTER
OF THE AMERICAS

(Approved by the Working Group at the meeting of April 23, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), and AG/RES. 2139 (XXXIX-O/05), “Draft Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”; AG/RES. 2241 (XXXIX-O/06), “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”; AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2695 (XLI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2699 (XLII-O/12), “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region”; and

BEARING IN MIND:


That at its forty-second regular session, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, the General Assembly adopted the Social Charter of the Americas contained in document AG/doc.5242/12 and instructed the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Plan of Action for that Charter that would include the principles governing social development and establish specific targets and objectives to strengthen the already existing instruments in the Organization of American States on democracy, integral development and the fight against poverty, and to submit the results of their work to the General Assembly for consideration at its next session;


That, in September 2012, the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI was formed to respond to that mandate;


That the Social Charter of the Americas, the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12, and the Explanation of Reasons for Elaborating the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas, document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 1, are the source documents used to start the formal negotiation process for drafting the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas; and

That, although the Working Group has made significant progress with drafting that aforementioned Plan of Action, the diversity and complexity of the issues addressed in the Social Charter of the Americas make it necessary to consult with numerous sectors, which, in turn, requires extending the Working Group's mandate; and


CONVINCED of the need to make every effort to expedite the drafting of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas,

RESOLVES:


1.
To extend the mandate of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI, while urging it to conclude the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas prior to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.


2.
To request the General Secretariat to continue providing the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI with the technical support it needs to conclude its work, in coordination with all the competent areas of the Organization and specialized international organizations.


3.
To request the member states to promote dissemination of the Social Charter of the Americas.

4.
To request the General Secretariat to disseminate the Social Charter of the Americas, to include it as one of the basic documents of the Organization, and to create a direct link to this document on the OAS website.

5.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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