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The Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development held a formal meeting on November 26, 2013. Chaired by Ambassador Hubert J. Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica, it was called to order at 3:22 p.m.

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting is available from the following link: http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2013/GTC_CASA_OD_114_11-26-2013.MP3 
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Working Group adopted the order of business, document GTC/CASA/OD-114/13, without changes.
2. Election of the Vice Chair
The Chair noted that because of new responsibilities his government had assigned him, and because he was returning to Lima, Ambassador Walter Albán, former Permanent Representative of Peru, had had to step down from the Chair of the Working Group.  Ambassador Charles and the members of the Working Group, in paying tribute to Ambassador Albán's excellent leadership, thanked him for his work as Chair of the Group. They asked the Secretariat to convey their recognition and appreciation to Ambassador Albán.
The Chair recalled that in June 2012, through resolution AG/RES. 2699 (XLII-O/12) the General Assembly decided "[t]o adopt the provisions and regulations established by the Permanent Council for its subsidiary organs, so as to enable the Joint Working Group to operate and elect its officers."  In this regard he recalled that Article 29.c of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council states that “Except in the case of the General Committee and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, in the event of the permanent absence of the chair of one of the permanent committees after six months following the date of the chair’s election, the vice chair shall become chair and shall immediately convene the committee to elect a vice chair.” Based on the rule cited, the Working Group proceeded to the election of Vice Chair.
The Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas by acclamation elected Ms. Ana Lucía Nieto, Alternate Representative of Peru, as Vice Chair. 
3.
Approval area of intervention I:  Labor
Ms. Ana Lucía Nieto, Alternate Representative of Peru and Vice Chair of the Working Group, presented document GTC/CASA/doc.215/13 rev. 1, which included the various proposals and comments submitted by delegations at the informal meeting held on November 4 in connection with the proposal for area of intervention I:  Labor, under the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter. 

Following comments on the document and new suggestions by the representatives of Chile, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Canada, United States, Peru, and Venezuela, the Working group decided:
· That the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas will be a general document that will contain strategic lines of action for each area of intervention.
· Reached agreement, in principle and ad referendum of the delegation of Venezuela, on the four lines of action for area of intervention I: Labor, as presented in document GTC/CASA/doc.215/13 rev. 1.
· Instructed the Technical Secretariat to prepare a new version of the aforementioned document that will show the four strategic lines of action agreed on in principle, as well as a new strategic line of action presented by the delegation of Colombia at the meeting.
4.
Negotiation of area of intervention II:  Social Protection 

Ms. Rosana Martinelli, Executive Secretariat for Integral Development staffer, presented the proposal for area of intervention II: Social Protection, contained in document GTC/CASA/doc.217/13, which was prepared, she noted, by proposing strategic lines of action consistent with mandates that served as support for preparation of the initial proposal contained in document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 and based on input and comments submitted thereon by delegations.

The representatives of Canada, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Chile, Colombia, Argentina, Mexico, and Venezuela presented their initial observations and some comments, as well as proposals to revise certain lines of action that were repetitive.  The delegations noted that the proposal, that, in principle they found to be a good basis for discussion, was being considered by their national authorities. After the initial discussions, the Working Group:
· Instructed the Technical Secretariat to prepare a new version of the aforementioned document to include the proposals and suggestions made by delegations.
5.
Other business

The Working Group decided to hold an informal meeting on Tuesday, December 3, to review the proposals on the two areas of intervention considered.

The Alternate Representative of Brazil, Ms. Viviane Prado, asked for the Group's documents to be translated into Portuguese.  She said this would facilitate the necessary consultations with her country's authorities.

There being no further matter to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 4:57 p.m.
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