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OF THE DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

(Includes results of the informal meeting of October 21, 2008)

ARTICLE 6

NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED ON [MX: FOod nourishment] 

Proposal by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Uruguay, and Venezuela: (5)
Every person has a right to [PE: have access to safe and nutritious food] [VE: safe and nutritious] [CO: adequate / appropriate] [MX: food nourishment] and the states commit themselves to undertake to make all necessary efforts to eradicate hunger and malnutrition.  The states shall adopt the necessary measures, in accordance with their law, to prevent their peoples from being deprived of access to [MX: food nourishment].

Proposal presented by the delegation of Venezuela on October 15, 2008:

Every person has a right to food.  The states commit themselves to undertake to make all necessary efforts to eradicate hunger and malnutrition. [GR: proposes to end paragraph here] The states shall adopt the necessary measures for access to safe and nutritious food and ensure food security.

Alternate proposal presented by Canada on October 15, 2008:

Encourage all States to take steps with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the right to adequate food, including steps to promote the conditions for everyone to be free from hunger and to adopt national measures to combat hunger, in accordance with their national laws. 

Alternate proposal presented by the United States on October 15, 2008:
We reaffirm the commitments expressed at the 2008 Rome Declaration on World Food Security of achieving food security for all through an ongoing effort to greatly reduce the proportion of people who suffer from hunger in all countries of the hemisphere.  We further recognize that urgent and coordinated action to combat the negative impacts of volatile food prices on the Hemisphere’s most vulnerable populations is needed.  Member states, therefore, commit to help expand agriculture and food production throughout the Americas and to increase investment in agriculture, agribusiness and rural development from both public and private sources.

Food security also requires a robust world market and trade system for food and agriculture.  Therefore, we continue to promote the development of open and efficient agricultural and food markets.  We will strive to ensure that food, agricultural trade and overall trade policies are conducive to fostering food security for all.  We reaffirm the need to expand market access and to minimize the use of restrictive measures that could increase volatility of international prices.

Alternate proposal presented by the delegation of Panama at the informal meeting of October 21, 2008:


We reaffirm the right of every person to have access to safe and nutritious food, and the commitment of the states to strengthen policies and mechanisms that ensure food security and the eradication of hunger and malnutrition.

Alternate proposal presented by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Uruguay, and Venezuela at the informal meeting of October 21, 2008:
Every person has a right [PE: to access] to food.  The states commit themselves to make all necessary efforts to eradicate hunger and malnutrition [GU: and chronic malnutrition]. 

The states commit themselves to take all necessary steps to achieve progressively the full realization of [US: the right to access to] adequate safe and nutritious food, including steps to promote the conditions for everyone to be free from hunger, [CO: and to protect food security,] in accordance with their national law.
ARTICLE 7

NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED ON education 

Everyone is entitled to education without discrimination. Access to quality education at all levels and modalities is vital to achieving greater equity, improving standards of living, fostering sustainable development,  developing human capital, reducing poverty, strengthening democratic institutions,  transmitting  civic and social values, creating responsible citizens committed to society, and promoting social inclusion. (Agreed on 10/06/08 ad referendum of the delegation of the United States)

States commit to ensure equal and universal access to quality [G7: early childhood,] primary and secondary education and promote access to education at all levels, [PE: with an inclusive approach,] [G7: especially early childhood education,] in accordance with their national law.
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