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CHAPTER IV 

Cultural development, diversity, and pluralism

Article 1

Respect for and promotion of cultural diversity are key elements for social, economic, and sustainable development, since they stimulate social cohesion, creativity and innovation.

Proposal by the delegation of the United States – Cultural Development:

We recognize that cultural development contributes to social and economic development.

In that regard, we will promote an environment where arts and culture flourish and contribute both to cultural enrichment and to participation in artistic and cultural activities.  It is both necessary and appropriate for member states to create and sustain a climate encouraging freedom of thought, imagination and inquiry as well as the material conditions facilitating creative expression.

We have the responsibility to promote partnerships and collaboration among the private sector, civil society and the government in order to develop the creative talents among our peoples, and, in keeping with each country’s characteristics, to provide accessible venues for their artistic and cultural experiences.

Member states will strive to make cultural heritage an integral component of our economic development strategy in order to create jobs and business opportunities for our peoples.

Article 2

Cultural diversity is a hallmark of the nations and the peoples of the Hemisphere.  The recognition that people are different but equal is a central premise underlying the democracies of the region.  Accordingly, member states commit to valuing, respecting, and promoting cultural diversity and dialogue.

Encouragement of the participation of persons in cultural life, in a framework of pluralism and respect, promotes social inclusion, a better quality of life for all peoples, the strengthening of their identity and dignity, and the preservation and widespread knowledge of cultural heritage.


Member states will promote respect for their peoples’ linguistic and cultural diversity and their access to opportunities to learn, create, and express themselves in the language of their choice, and particularly in their mother tongue. 

Proposal by the delegation of the United States – Cultural Diversity:

We recognize that respect for cultural diversity contributes to and strengthens democracy.  In this regard, we have the responsibility to foster mutual respect for the hemisphere’s rich tangible and intangible cultural heritage, to serve as good stewards of this heritage by protecting and preserving it and to honor the diverse beliefs and values of all persons and groups. 

We believe that member states should foster and support access to the arts and humanities and forms of education that enable people of all backgrounds   to honor and preserve our heritage as well as support and explore new ideas.  

Member states recognize that efforts to prevent the free flow of investment and knowledge are not a valid way to promote cultural liberty or diversity since such measures reduce choices for our peoples.


Proposal by the delegation of Argentina:

The member states commit to protecting cultural minorities as a moral duty given the risk, in these times of globalization, of a trend toward a uniform culture.  To that end, it is necessary that populations acknowledge their own plurality and it is a top priority to foster and design programs aimed at disseminating knowledge of the different manifestations of cultures and to preserve the modes of production proper to each one, as defined and differentiated by each culture’s practices.

Proposal by the delegation of Argentina for Article 2 bis:


The member states understand that, based on an anthropological notion of culture, the protection of cultural diversity encompasses the defense of value systems, traditions, and beliefs. Our societies are made up of a multitude of native peoples, descendents of immigrants, and a variety of national and religious communities.  Different cultures meet on a daily basis, with migration playing a particularly important part in that process.  That makes it all the more vital to defend the material and immaterial cultural heritage, an effort that appears to be closely intertwined with the defense of cultural diversity.
Article 3

The member states will promote the freedom that is indispensable for creative activity, seek to make available opportunities for their peoples to develop their innate creativity and strengthen their skills in order to find decent employment and avenues for personal and collective expression, and encourage international contacts and cooperation in these fields.

Proposal by the delegation of Mexico for a second paragraph in Article 3:

At the same time, states will strive to ensure that all cultures, including the indigenous cultures, which are characterized by the diversity of their languages, traditions, and the cultural expressions of their peoples, can be recognized, protected, preserved, expressed, and disseminated in all the media, by guaranteeing freedom of expression, pluralism in the media, multilingualism, respect for copyright, and equal access to artistic expression and scientific and technological knowledge.

Article 4

Our peoples have a right to enjoy their cultural heritage; therefore, the member states will redouble their efforts to preserve their tangible and intangible heritage, including efforts to sensitize all citizens on the value of that heritage and of the shared heritage of the Americas. 

Article 5

NEW ARTICLE ON CULTURAL PLURALISM

Proposal by the delegation of the United States:

We recognize that different cultural interests and experiences coexist in our societies, often interacting.  We firmly believe that good governance requires transparent democratic mechanisms that accommodate these cultural interests.

CHAPTER V

Solidarity and Collective Effort of the Americas

Article 1

Cooperation among the countries of the Hemisphere, with the support of international institutions, when requested, is indispensable for integral development, because it helps to reinforce regional integration mechanisms and provides a framework for a supportive exchange of knowledge and experience aimed at strengthening the institutional and human capacities of member states.

Proposal presented by the delegation of Mexico at the meeting of December 16, 2008:

Hemispheric bilateral and multilateral cooperation is essential for complementing and fostering national efforts to build human and institutional capacity for the development of science, technology, and productive innovation.

Article 2

It is incumbent upon the OAS, as the leading institution in the inter-American system, and, in particular, upon the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to play a central role in coordinating the cooperation activities needed to comply with the principles agreed upon in this Social Charter of the Americas, integrating them, where appropriate, with the mandates arising out of the General Assembly and the ministerial meetings in the framework of CIDI.

Proposal by the delegation of the United States – Social Justice and Inclusion:

Hemispheric challenges should be managed in a way that distributes the costs and burdens fairly in accordance with basic principles of equity and social justice.  No individual or nation should be denied the opportunity to benefit from development.  

Article 3

For the cooperation for development activities carried out in connection with the Social Charter to have as much impact as possible, it is to be recommended that its Plan of Action be aligned and supplemented with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and with global initiatives pursuing similar objectives, such as the Millennium Development Goals and the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness.

Proposal by the delegation of the United States – Shared Responsibility:


Each country has primary responsibility for its own economic and social development working within the interdependent global economic system.  However, national development efforts should be supported by regional development frameworks and an enabling international environment.

Article 4

CIDI shall be responsible for monitoring and evaluating compliance with the principles of the Social Charter of the Americas. To that end, it shall develop, with the support of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), procedures for disseminating its contents and cooperating with member states’ efforts to implement the Charter.  The core instruments to govern implementation of the Social Charter shall be the Charter’s own Plan of Action and the Strategic Plans for Cooperation for Development.
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� 	During the meeting held on December 16, 2008, it was agreed that this paragraph would be considered for Chapter V: “Solidarity and Collective Effort of the Americas.”





