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1. DATE

The meeting will be held in Washington, D.C., on Friday, April 9, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
2. EXPERTS TO BE INVITED

The Regional Unit for the Americas of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) will be asked to identify experts to speak on the subject of the meeting.
3. OBJECTIVES OF THE PRESENTATIONS
Pursuant to the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 and the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, which establish that active community participation is central to natural disaster prevention and response, the Working Group will focus on forging hemispheric consensus on the importance of: 
· AWARENESS: Plans and activities to make the public at large as well as specific sectors aware of the importance of prevention in response to the threat of disasters.

· ORGANIZATION: Activity plans for community organization and participation in local risk management, resilience building, and vulnerability and capacity assessments.

· TRAINING: Training programs in prevention and emergency preparedness, model exercises and simulations that combine community efforts with those of civil defense agencies. In addition, contingency plans and recovery of critical infrastructure in order to restore the response capability needed to facilitate humanitarian assistance as swiftly as possible.
Under this section, recommendations are expected concerning:
· Proposed topics for national and subregional training workshops
· Primary and secondary school training programs
· Successful models for community and citizen participation at the stages of natural disaster prevention, natural disaster response, and humanitarian assistance management.
Guidelines for the presentations of experts

In addition to this guide for the presentations on the main topic of the discussion, three weeks before the meetings the experts from the agencies, organizations, and institutions will be asked to submit an executive summary (abstract) – of no more than two pages – of their presentations.
4. COMPREHENSIVE RISK MANAGEMENT – PREVENTION MECHANISMS

Pursuant to the guidelines of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction and the Hyogo Framework for Action, from a humanitarian aid perspective that incorporates prevention aspects with emergency preparedness and response, the aim is to include active community participation in order to develop quick, effective, and efficient tools in this area.

In this framework, the involvement of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction will add to the debate specific successful experiences in a region or country.  Each presentation is required to identify specific obstacles and challenges and elements of success.

In particular, information will be presented on the work of the UNISDR and its plans regarding:

· AWARENESS:  Plans and activities to make the public at large as well as specific sectors aware of the importance of prevention in response to the threat of natural disasters.

· ORGANIZATION:  Activity plans for community organization and participation in local risk management, resilience building, and vulnerability and capacity assessments.

· TRAINING:  Training programs in prevention and emergency preparedness, model exercises and simulations that combine community efforts with those of civil defense agencies.

In order to come up with recommendations on:

· Topics for national and subregional training workshops

· Primary and secondary school training programs 

· Presentation of models of community organization and integration with formal civil protection mechanisms 

In short, the objective is to exchange views on the importance of ISDR guidelines and proposals and, more so, incorporating risk reduction management and each country’s specific daily planning.

· Proposal for a specific question, to start the discussion:

What information sources are used to identify technical assistance needs (e.g., prevention and preparedness for disaster management and vulnerability reduction and disaster mitigation) and/or humanitarian assistance (e.g., immediate response and disaster response, rehabilitation, and reconstruction, etc.)
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