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This Note provides the background, context, purpose and thrust of the Draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development 2015-2030 (Document: CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.1/15) prepared by the Department of Sustainable Development
 and distributed to Member States for consideration at the First Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) to be held on 29 and 30 June 2015 at the Organization’s headquarters
.


In preparing this draft, the Secretariat was guided by: (i) the discussions that took place during the Fourth Ordinary Meeting of the Committee Fourth Ordinary Meeting of the CIDS
, including proposal of the Chair
, (ii) achievements in the strategic areas of action of the current PIDS ll; (iii) the responses from Member States to the request from the technical Secretariat for input on the new PIDS
; (iv) the on-going process within the UN aimed at [US: identifying and considering possible sustainable development goals and a post-2015 Development Agenda and the value-added that the OAS can bring to that process and outcomes.] defining the sustainable development goals and a post-2015 development agenda and the value-added that the OAS can bring to that process and its outcomes. 



More specifically, the draft PIDS is guided by following decisions of the Summits Process, the General Assembly and by the CIDS rules of procedure, which have established that the PIDS must:

· Propose priority areas, topics, and activities to be developed within the framework of the OAS, as well as on the instruments or mechanisms through which the member states of the OAS would be supported, and cooperation among the member states in these areas would be promoted.  See: AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96), Sustainable Development;

· Support implementation of the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas process in particular of the Summit Conference on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz, Bolivia 1996). See: CIDI/CIDS/RES.1 (III-O/02) Support for the initiatives of the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development and AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96) Sustainable Development;

· Be prepared on the basis of the need to direct OAS activity toward making a significant contribution to the execution of agreements emanating from the United Nations Conferences including Multilateral Environmental Agreements. See: AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96) Sustainable Development;
· Make use of the comparative advantages of the OAS not only by tapping cumulative experience but especially by directing the Organization toward areas where, in the opinion of the member states, opportunities exist for action to complement the efforts of the states themselves and efforts of other international organizations and institutions, particularly those operating within the Hemisphere. See: AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96) Sustainable Development;

· Ensure that the OAS’s role in implementing all aspects of the PIDS is consistent with, and complementary to, those of other relevant regional and multilateral entities, particularly with the United Nations. See: AG/RES 2312 (XXXVII-O/07) First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities on Sustainable Development;

· Take into consideration the assessment of PIDS presented to member states and the recommendations and directions provided by the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas. See: AG/RES 2644 (XLI-O/11) Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the framework of CIDI (Par.20 Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas);

· Identify options for measuring progress made in the advancement of sustainable development processes in a comparative manner at a hemispheric level, taking into account available sources of data, avoiding duplication and promoting synergies with existing mechanisms that address this issue, as appropriate. See: AG/RES 2644 (XLI-O/11) Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the framework of CIDI. (Par 23. Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas);

· [AR: Take into account Continue to address] the adverse effects of climate change [AR: as an essential element of the Program], especially with regard to the most vulnerable states of the Hemisphere. See: AG/RES. 2818 (XLIV-O/14) Climate change in the context of Sustainable Development in the Hemisphere;

· Take into consideration the outcomes of the 20th session of the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC (COP-20), [US, AR: to be] held in Lima, Peru, including tasks for implementation and pending matters.  See: AG/RES. 2818 (XLIV-O/14) Climate change in the context of Sustainable Development in the Hemisphere;

· Consider the outcomes of consultations on climate change that are now underway at the multilateral and hemispheric levels, as well as efforts related to the advancement by the OAS member states of the post-2015 development agenda [US: and the sustainable development goals related to climate change]. See: AG/RES. 2818 (XLIV-O/14) Climate change in the context of Sustainable Development in the Hemisphere;

· Consider the conclusions of the Fifth Assessment Report of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and especially the conclusions on the effects of climate change in the Hemisphere. See: AG/RES. 2818 (XLIV-O/14) Climate change in the context of Sustainable Development in the Hemisphere; and
· Recognize the work currently underway on the post 2015 development agenda and incorporate, as appropriate its results. See: AG/DEC. 74 (XLIV-O/14) Declaration of Asunción for the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS general Assembly: “Development with Social Inclusion”.



Accordingly the draft PIDS maintains the base and structure of the current PIDS (2009-2015). No new programs are proposed. Instead the focus has been placed on ensuring consistency, and strengthening synergies between existing program areas, such as between the programs of energy, water, land and cities. 



The draft PIDS proposes the continuation of work in the following 6 program areas:

1. [AR/BR/CO: Climate Change and] Disaster Risk Management

2. Sustainable Management of Land and Ecosystems

3. Water Resources Management

4. Sustainable Energy Management 

5. Sustainable Cities and

6. [BR Good Governance for inclusive and Management of ] Sustainable Development 



Additionally the draft PIDS proposes the retention of the following 3 major lines of action:

a. Serve as a hemispheric forum to promote dialogue [CO: and coordinate regarding] progress in the area of sustainable development

b. Support the exchange of information relating to sustainable development and facilitate the exchange of experiences among countries, institutions and organization; and 

c. Act as a partner in cooperation among stakeholders involved in sustainable development in those areas in which the OAS General Secretariat has a comparative advantage.  


Beyond the finalization of the specific interventions proposed in the draft PIDS, the CIDS should consider the actions that would need to be taken to: (a) enable effective [BR: monitoring follow up] and evaluation of the progress of the PIDS [BR: in the context of the SDGs]; (b) assist in identifying means of financing the implementation of the PIDS.
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DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (PIDS) [BR, CA,CO,US: (2015-20302020)]
1. BACKGROUND 

The Organization of American States (OAS) was established to, among other things, promote peace and justice, strengthen collaboration and defend the territorial integrity of its member States.  The essential purposes of the Organization rely on the principles of social justice, respect for cultural values and economic cooperation as the basis for lasting peace, security and welfare for the peoples of the Americas. 
[BR: Sound environmental Good management and sustainable use of natural resources and environmental preservation governance is at the center of these goals and principles are essential to guarantee the wellbeing of the people and prosperity throughout the countries of the region] Moreover, the full [BR: democratic] development of the peoples of the Americas depends in great measure on their ability to manage the environment in a sustainable way. This is further illustrated by the reaffirmation in the Summit of the Americas process that human beings are entitled to live a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature.
Canada alternative text proposal:
[CA: Sound environmental governance is at the center of these goals and principles. Moreover, the full democratic development of the peoples of the Americas depends in great measure on their ability to manage the environment in a sustainable way. This is further illustrated by the reaffirmation in the Summit of the Americas process that human beings are entitled to live a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature.]
In 1987, the World Commission on Environment and Development defined sustainable development as, "development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." [CA: Since [BR: then Rio 92 ] the concept has been understood to include economic, environmental, and social elements.] 
The member states of the OAS have [BR,CA: long] recognized that sustainable development requires an integral approach involving economic, social and environmental elements moving in tandem to support development, to [BR: reduce eradicate] poverty and to promote equality, equity, and social inclusion. OAS member states have reiterated their support for sustainable development through a number of General Assembly Resolutions and the adoption of [BR: national, sub regional], regional, [BR: sub regional] and international commitments
.
AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96) underscores the importance of sustainable development as a conceptual framework within which the Organization of American States (OAS) should work both as a forum for concerted action and for technical cooperation. 
OAS member States recognize that human beings are at the center of concerns for sustainable development and that [BR: the alleviation of eradication] of poverty is also an integral part of sustainable development
, [CA: thus expanding the multidimensionality of the concept]. Moreover, member states defined and reiterated their support for sustainable development in the Summit of the Americas process especially the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz, Bolivia, 1996) which adopted a Declaration and a Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas, including initiatives in the areas of: health and education; sustainable agriculture and forests; sustainable cities and communities; water resources and coastal areas; energy and minerals; institutional arrangements; financing; science and technology transfer; and public participation. This special Summit served as catalyst for the establishment of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) and the adoption of the first Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development (PIDS)
 . Furthermore, the Summit of the Americas process has continued to provide guidance to the hemispheric agenda on Sustainable Development. 
Since the adoption of the first PIDS, and in furtherance of article 95 of the OAS Charter, the Program has established three main lines of action for the General Secretariat of the OAS in the framework of sustainable development: 
[Br: proposal to consolidate points a) and b)] 
a) Serve as a hemispheric forum to promote dialogue and coordinate progress in the area of sustainable development;

b) Support the exchange of information relating to sustainable development, and facilitate the exchange of experiences among countries, institutions, and organizations; and

c) Act as a partner in cooperation among stakeholders involved in sustainable development in those areas in which the OAS General Secretariat has a comparative advantage.

Within these lines of action, the first PIDS had five strategic areas of action that mirrored the initiatives of action adopted by Heads of State in the Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas namely: health and education; sustainable agriculture and forests; sustainable cities and communities; water resources and coastal areas; energy and minerals
.  
The second PIDS was approved by the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities on Sustainable Development celebrated in Santa Cruz de la Sierra to commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the 1996 Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Declaration of Santa Cruz +10). The Program was initially approved for the period 2006-2009. The Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities on Sustainable Development held in Santo Domingo in 2010, in response to a call from Heads of State during the 5th Summit of the Americas, extended the PIDS for the 2010-2014 period and urged the CIDS to initiate a process for its revision and update, taking into consideration the assessment of the PIDS presented to member states and the recommendations and directions provided by the mentioned Declaration
. 
Within the established three main lines of action, the current PIDS focuses the OAS activities and [CA: strengthen  strengthens] their [CA: impact efforts] on selected strategic areas of action within sustainable development, namely:

a. Sustainable agriculture and the sustainable management of forests and other natural resources;

b. Water resources, land and health;

c. Natural hazards risk management;

d. Conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity;

e. Coastal zone management and adaptation to climate change;
f. Renewable energy and energy efficiency promotion; 
g. Capacity building and institutional strengthening for sustainable development and environmental management.
Notable [CA: progress has efforts have] been reported in the implementation of each of these strategic areas of action.

2. MANDATE AND CONTEXT 

The objectives of the Inter-American Program are set out broadly in the mandates of the Summit of the Americas
 as well as the General Assembly, CIDI, CIDS and other resolutions. 
The CIDS is charged with formulating policy objectives in support of sustainable development, and with promoting the development and implementation of an Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS). In establishing the PIDS, the General Assembly emphasized the importance of ensuring that OAS activities were closely coordinated with developments in other international organizations. In this regard, the OAS’ role in implementing all aspects of the PIDS is required to be consistent with, and complementary to, those of other relevant regional and multilateral entities, particularly with the United Nations. Hence, the PIDS needs to direct OAS activity towards making a significant contribution to the execution of agreements emanating from the United Nations Conferences including Multilateral Environmental Agreements
 . 
General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96), resolution CIDI/CIDS/RES.1 (III-O/02), AND Article 95 of the OAS Charter provide that CIDI formulate a strategic plan involving policies, programs and projects in support of integral development. 
 The recognition by member states that the PIDS should contribute to the implementation of global commitments in the framework of the United Nations assumes increasing relevance given the current process within the United Nations General Assembly at [US: defining the identifying possible] sustainable development goals (SDGs) and a [US: post-2015 development agenda Post-2015 Development Agenda.] Resolution AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) "Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development" [CA: adopted at the 44th Regular session of the OAS General Assembly held in Asuncion in June 2014,] calls for the preparation of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities on Sustainable Development (Honduras, October 22-23, 2015), and for  extending the PIDS while  launching its review and update taking into account the commitments assumed in [CA: UN] resolution 66/288, “The Future We Want,” [CA: adopted by the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,] and the global process to [US: define identify possible] sustainable development goals and the Post-2015 Development Agenda. In addition, the Declaration of Asuncion for Development with Social Inclusion
, recognizes the work currently underway on the Post-2015 Development Agenda and requests that the General Secretariat incorporate, as appropriate, its results in its programs, projects, and activities. 
Paragraphs 246 and 247 of [BR: the final document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development Rio +20] “The Future We Want” resolved to establish an inclusive and transparent intergovernmental process [CA: to develop a new set of global sustainable development goals (SDGs) to replace the MDGs when they expire in 2015 with a view to developing global sustainable development goals to be agreed by the UN General Assembly, and that they should be coherent with and integrated into the United Nations development agenda beyond 2015.] The draft SDGs fall squarely within the current mandates [BR: and work programs] of the Department of Sustainable Development.
The status of the OAS as a regional agency within the UN system is of relevance as global consensus is being pursued regarding the adoption of SDGs

 

This revised PIDS builds upon ongoing efforts and initiatives, considers lessons from the past and the changing global context, and responds to the OAS political directives in the area of sustainable development.
As instructed by Member States, the revision of the PIDS takes into consideration the assessment of the PIDS presented to member states and the recommendations and directions provided by the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas
. 

The General Assembly
 has also instructed the CIDS, in the review and update of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS), to: 
a.
Continue its efforts to address the adverse effects of climate change as an essential element of the Program, especially with regard to the most vulnerable states of the Hemisphere;
b.
Take into consideration the outcomes of [CA: the 20th session of the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC] COP 20, [CA: which was] [CA, US: to be] held in Lima, Peru, including tasks for implementation and pending matters; 
c.
Consider the outcomes of the consultations on the focus area of climate change that are now under way at the multilateral and hemispheric levels, as well as efforts related to the advancement by the OAS member states of the Post-2015 Development Agenda [US: and the sustainable development goals related to climate change;] 
d.
Consider the conclusions of the Fifth Assessment Report of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), [CA: and] especially the conclusions on the effects of climate change in the Hemisphere.
This revised PIDS seeks to [CA: utilize focus on] the comparative advantage of the OAS and to direct the OAS toward areas where, in the opinion of the member states, opportunities exist for action to complement the efforts of the states themselves as well as the efforts of other international organizations and institutions, particularly those operating within the Hemisphere
. 
Following consultations among member States, and a review of relevant programs within the OAS, the PIDS is aligned with the following hemispheric instruments and processes:
· The preparatory process leading to the 8th Summit of the Americas 

· Declaration on the Strategic Vision of  the OAS

· The Social Charter of the Americas and its Implementation Plan  

· The implementation of the Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance

· The adoption of indicators to monitor progress on implementation of the additional protocol to the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. – “Protocol of San Salvador"
.
At the global level, the following events and processes have helped to inform the PIDS review process:

· [BR: Intergovernmental negotiations on a Post-2015 Development Agenda]
· 20th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change ([US: 20152014])
· Review of the International Conference on Population and Development

· World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development (2015)

· World Conference on Education for All (2015)

· World Conference on Disaster Reduction (2015) 

· Conference on Finance for Development (2015)

· [BR: UN Summit to adopt the Post-2015 Development Agenda]
· The Samoa Pathway agreed at the Third International Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island States held in Apia, Samoa

3. DEFINING THE STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 

The goal of the PIDS is to support OAS member states that so request, in their efforts to achieve sustainable development through relevant actions for environmental protection and within their poverty eradication policies, particularly on extreme poverty.  (Agreed on – 06/29/2015)
In this context, take into account the work currently underway on the Post-2015 Development Agenda.  (Agreed on – 06/29/2015) 
Argentina proposal to eliminate the following paragraph
Chile agrees to keep the following paragraph 
Colombia  agrees to keep the following paragraph
The General Secretariat of the OAS shall continue  supporting member States that request it in their efforts towards the advancement of commitments made in the area of  climate change, [DR:  as one of the cross cutting strategic areas identified in the PIDS].
 [CA: acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate change is the primary international – intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change]

(Pending paragraph to consultation of delegations and subject to the approval of strategic area number 1 below – 06/29/15). 

Proposal to include a general footnote to the preceding paragraph presented by the delegation of Brazil and supported by the delegations of BOL/CH/COL/EC/NI/VE with the following text:  Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate change is the primary international –intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change. 
The PIDS will support actions in the following strategic areas: (Agreed on – 06/29/2015)
1. Disaster Risk Management (Pending – 06/30/2015.  Its approval is subject to paragraph 3 of the section titled “Defining the Strategic Framework” above)
2. Sustainable Management of Ecosystems  (Agreed on – 06/30/2015)
3. Integrated Water Resources Management (Agreed on – 06/30/2015)
4. Sustainable Cities and Communities (Agreed on – 06/30/2015)
5. Sustainable Energy Management 
Two options pending consultations – 06/30/2015:

i. Presented by the delegation of Argentina and supported by the delegations of BOL/BR/CH/COL/EC/NIC/PAN/PY/UR:

· Promotion of Renewable Energy Sources and Energy Efficiency 
ii. Presented by the delegation of Costa Rica and supported by the delegations of HON/US:
· Sustainable Energy Management, in particular the promotion of renewable energy sources and energy efficiency.
Dominican Republic alternative text proposal: 
[DR: Integral Energy Management, in particular the promotion of renewable energy sources and energy efficiency]
Chile alternative text proposal: 
[CH: Sustainable Energy Management with particular emphasis on non-conventional renewable energies]. 

United States alternative text proposal:
[US: Promotion of Clean Energy Diversification and Resilience with a Focus on Expanding Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy].
6. Good Governance for Inclusive and Sustainable Development
Two options pending consultations – 06/30/2015:

iii. Presented by the delegation of Argentina and supported by the delegations of BOL/BR/CR/EC/MX/NIC/VE.  The delegation of Colombia supports the proposal in the understanding that it will be a cross cutting theme:

· Capacity Building and Institutional Strengthening for Sustainable Development and Environmental Management.
iv. Presented by the delegation of the Dominican Republic and supported by the delegations of ESV/HON/CA/US:
· Management and Strengthening of Governance for Sustainable and Inclusive Development. 
United States proposal for the PIDS to have three  priority strategic areas of action(energy,integrated water resources management and sustainable management of ecosystems) while climate change, disaster risk management, sustainable cities and communities, and good governance for inclusive and sustainable development are cross-cutting issues. 
The bases for action in these respective areas, the related strategic objectives and actions that could be taken to achieve them are set out in the narrative that follows. 
3.1 

[BR: Climate Change and] Disaster Risk Management 
Basis for Action 

Recurring disasters undermine sustainable development. They can cause the loss of lives, livelihoods, and social and economic assets, and wipe out decades of effort and progress. OAS member States have recognized that current social and economic inequalities, as expressed in a lack of access to quality education, information and health care, and land resources especially by the poor, combined with rapidly increasing rates of urbanization, and environmental degradation, and growing pressure on ecosystems and the services they provide, conspire to increase the vulnerability of communities to disasters.
Canada proposal to include source in relation to the first sentence of the following paragraph: 

Added to this situation is the increase of climate-related, disasters such as droughts, floods and landslides that [US: often may] have a higher negative impact on national and local economies and on the livelihoods of those most vulnerable, than intensive disasters such as earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. Frequent business and school interruptions, as well as deterioration of health care services, result in a cycle of more disasters, increasing exposure and vulnerability, and more disasters of higher magnitude. 
The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction [US: 2015-2030] adopted at the Third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, in Japan, in March 2015, places a “more explicit focus on people and their health and livelihoods” and [CA: relates that states present at the World Conference reiterated their commitment to address calls for] [US: calls for reiterates a commitment to address] disaster risk reduction (DRR) and the building of resilience
 to disasters [US: to be addressed] with[CA,US:  a] renewed sense of urgency [CA,US: in within] the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication and [CA,US: to integrate], as appropriate, [US: to be integrated] [CA,US: both disaster risk reduction and the building of resilience] into policies, plans, programs and budgets at all levels [CA: and to consider both within relevant frameworks]. The Framework urges states [CA: there is a need] to focus on:  (a) monitoring, assessing and understanding disaster risk and sharing such information and how it is created; (b) strengthening disaster risk management [CA: governance] and coordination across relevant institutions and sectors and the full and meaningful participation of relevant stakeholders at appropriate levels; (c) investing in the economic, social, health, cultural and educational resilience of persons, communities and countries and in the environment, also [CA: as well as] through technology and research; and (d) enhancing multi-hazard early warning systems, preparedness, response, recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction.” 
The Americas presents some particular characteristics that must be taken into consideration to downscale the global scenarios and agreements. The social and economic integration of OAS member States has resulted in inter-dependencies, which in turn increase the risk of the spread of the negative impacts of disasters. Thus a disaster may have economic consequences in countries and communities located far beyond the international border of the country that is directly affected. [CA: The typology of these These] hazards demands close coordination among member States, regular sharing and exchange of information and data, and the use [CA: of] protocols and mechanisms for cooperation, ex ante and during and in the aftermath of events that might cause damage in socio-economic infrastructure, affect communities across international borders, and even cause death.
Based on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Fifth Assessment Report, among the attributable impacts associated with climate change [CA: are more intense cyclones, heat waves and the exacerbation of extreme events is the exacerbation of certain extreme weather events, including more frequent heat waves, an increase in extreme high sea levels, and an increase in the number of heavy precipitation events]. 
The OAS is in a unique position to support joint efforts in early warning systems and disaster prevention and mitigation based on the typology of the hazard and the scenarios of impact, including trade chains and economic integration processes. In the last few years, the OAS has adopted and strengthened several instruments and mechanisms such as the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM) [US: and] Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) [CA,US: that] [CA: which] [US:.They] have proved effective in supporting cooperation as well as the exchange and sharing of practical experience and knowledge among Member States. 
Canada proposal to eliminate all strategic actions for their consideration after the Ministerial meeting
Strategic actions
In this strategic area of action, the OAS will undertake the following actions.
a. Serve as a hemispheric forum to promote dialogue [CO: and coordinate regarding] progress in sustainable development:
i. Support the work of Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR)
ii. Support the implementation of the Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance
iii. Support the design and implementation of national and regional policy for DRM – in the context of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and sub-regional mechanisms, such as the Politica CentroAmericana de la Gestion Integral de Riesgo (PCGIR) in Central America and the Comprehensive Disaster Management (CDM) Strategy in CARICOM
iv. Support the development of multi-national Satellite Earth Observation Systems (SEOS) and protocols for the use of SEOS applications and Image Processing (IP) for Disaster Mitigation and Prevention, Disaster response and Rapid Damage Assessment
b. Support the exchange of information and experiences :
i. Serve as Secretariat of the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM)
ii. Organize and present Hemispheric Encounters for the sharing and exchange of knowledge and practical experience on DRM & adaptation to climate change
iii. Support the monitoring and evaluation (M&E) of the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance
iv. Support the formulation and application of Disaster Preparedness and Response Protocols, regional and sub-regional Mechanisms and Instruments – including the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance
v. Support the sharing and exchange of applications and data of SEOS and IP for Disaster Mitigation and Prevention, Disaster Response and Rapid Damage Assessment
c. Act as a partner in cooperation among stakeholders:
i. Support the execution of small grants for community-centered Early Warning Systems (EWS) and resilient-community development in the context of sustainable communities
ii. Foster public participation in decision-making for disaster prevention and mitigation
iii. Support gender-based and human right-approaches to eliminate conditions of vulnerability for special segments of the society, such as women and children – particularly girls, people with disabilities, elders [DR: and] indigenous people [DR: and vulnerable groups], among others
iv. Promote and support the implementation of transboundary, hazard-specific early Warning Systems (EWS), for events such as for Tsunami, Volcanoes, Floods and Landslides, among others.
Colombia new text proposal: 

[CO: Promote technical cooperation among OAS member countries to promote disaster resilient cities, pursuant to what is established  in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030]. 
3. 2 
Sustainable Management of Ecosystems (Agreed on – 06/30/2015)
Basis for Action
Argentina proposal of alternative drafting of  second sentence of the following paragraph, that takes into account that: “both agriculture and fisheries are essential for the eradication of poverty and hunger, which are fundamental priorities of the international community according to the final document of Rio +20”. 
The Americas contain 5 of the [US: ten 10] most mega-biodiverse countries on [US: earth Earth]. [BR: Habitats are threatened by land use change for increased food production through cattle ranching, agriculture, and fishing. Sustainable land management in the region should seek to reconcile food security with the conservation of ecosystems and biodiversity] Marine habitats, most notably coral reefs, and the fisheries production and shoreline protection services they provide may be the most threatened.   Soil erosion, salinization, and nutrient depletion, most notably in dryland areas, contribute to desertification and land degradation. [US proposal of text relocation: Moreover, based on the IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report, among the attributable impacts of climate change are coral reef bleaching, migration and extinction of species]. 
[DR: Deforestation and forest degradation are the primary cause of erosion] [BR,CA: The cornerstone of] [CA: A potential contributor to] [BR: The application sustainable food production techniques and proper soil management practices for  conservation of natural resources, preservation of biodiversity, the eradication]  poverty [BR: is a greater understanding of new mechanisms that address the importance of maintaining key ecosystem services which secure the natural capital necessary to support and] future economic growth [BR: in productive sectors and infrastructure.] Several [BR: multilateral, hemispheric, regional, and national] initiatives[BR:  such as the Inter-American Biodiversity Network (IABIN), the Western Hemisphere Migratory Species Initiative (WHMSI), ReefFix, and Mesoamerica 2020] have helped to: (a) incorporate the value of biodiversity [US: into and other ecosystem services of] forests, [US: agriculture and] marine [US: and other] habitats [US: into agriculture], water production, infrastructure and productive sectors; (b) protect critical and large-scale ecosystems of regional significance and support countries in the implementation of effective sustainable development policies, governance, frameworks, and public investments; (c) create new economic, financial and business opportunities that contribute to sustainable development and include innovative techniques for the [BR: protection conservation] of biodiversity and maintenance [DR: and the restoration] of ecosystem services 

The United States alternative text proposal 
[US:  (c)  create promote innovative techniques for the protection of biodiversity and maintenance of ecosystem services and other new economic, financial, and business opportunities that contribute to sustainable development. and include innovative techniques for the protection of biodiversity and maintenance of ecosystem services. ]
United States proposal of text relocation to the last sentence of the first paragraph above: 
Moreover, based on the IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report, among the attributable impacts of climate change are coral reef bleaching, migration and extinction of species.
Canada alternative text proposal: [CA: Moreover, based on the IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report, among the attributable impacts of climate change are coral reef bleaching, migration and extinction of species ongoing climate change has resulted in many terrestrial, freshwater and marine species shifting their geographic ranges, seasonal activities, migration patterns, abundances and species interactions. Further, a large fraction on these species faces increased extinction risk due to climate change during and beyond the 21st century.] 
Canada proposal to eliminate all  strategic actions for their consideration after the Ministerial meeting
Strategic Actions
a. Serve as a hemispheric forum to promote dialogue [CO: and coordinate regarding] progress in sustainable development:
i. Provide support to biodiversity networks and National focal points in member states.
ii. Support the design [BR: by interested states] and implementation [BR: of a hemisphericstrategy strategies] for the conservation of migratory wildlife with the active engagement of civil society
iii. Facilitate multi-country partnerships and civil society participation in [BR: conservation and sustainable use of] biodiversity [BR: protection and management] 
iv. [BR: Promote Assist] the exchange of and access to biodiversity data and information [BR: among states] to improve decision-making and civil society engagement
v. Support dialogue and information sharing on sustainable land management issues and [BR: property rights systems]
vi. Facilitate [US: access to ]payment for ecosystems services (PES) through the exchange of experiences, best practices, and information at the regional level
Brazil alternative text proposal: [BR: Support the exchange of experiences, best practices and information regarding payment for ecosystem services at the regional level]. 

vii. Support the advancement of global initiatives such as the Convention on [BR: Migratory Species, the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS)], Convention on Biological Diversity, and the RAMSAR Convention. 

United States proposal to include an alternative drafting to number vii: that “applies to countries that are not part to these Conventions.” 

b. Support the exchange of information and experiences relating to sustainable development:
i. [BR: Adopt a programmatic approach, Assist interested states to develop programs  developing and executing a thematic program on sustainable land management [DR: of forests] and [BR: conservation and sustainable use of] biodiversity[BR: and promote the exchange of national best practices]
ii. [BR: Identify Assist interested states in the identification and promotion of] synergies and [BR: promote] coordinated activities with the areas of water, waste management, resilience, good [BR: governance management], and renewable energy and energy efficiency to mitigate climate change impacts
iii. Support the integration of inter-related thematic areas in the design and development of new projects and initiatives
iv. [BR: Assist interested states] Integrate cross-cutting issues of public participation, indigenous people [DR: and vulnerable groups], [US: and] gender, in Sustainable Land [BR: governance management],[DR: of forests] and [BR: the conservation and sustainable use of] biodiversity initiatives 
v. Provide assistance [BR: at request of states]  in identifying [BR: regional] environmental [BR: problems and priorities challenges and possible solutions and alternatives] related to SLM and [BR: conservation and sustainable use of] biodiversity [BR: protection for remedial and preventive action,] promoting technical cooperation in areas of common interest]
c. Act as a partner in cooperation among stakeholders:
i. [BR: Assist states to Ss]trengthen the [BR: management conservation] and sustainable use of biological diversity
ii. [BR: Support interested states to Ee]xecute hemispheric, sub-regional, and national projects and initiatives oriented to [DR: protect forests], [BR: protect conservation and sustainable use of] biodiversity and [BR:ecosystems integrity], and promote [BR: land tenure security and] sustainable and integrated management of land resources.
iii. [BR: Coordinate the management of biodiversity and migratory species through IABIN and WHMSI Advertise  conservation and sustainable use activities in the context of existing initiatives in international, hemispheric, regional and national levels.]
iv. Support the strengthening of human and institutional capacity for the development, use, and management of land [DR: forests], protected areas, and biodiversity [BR: with a focus on Caribbean marine ecosystems and Mesoamerica]
v. Foster the development of financial mechanisms that support increased private and public investment in SLM and biodiversity [BR: protection conservation] and sustainable use.
3.3  Integrated Water Resources Management (Agreed on – 06/30/2015)
Basis for Action

The Americas is one of the regions with the most abundant water resources, alongside a relatively low overall extraction rate. The region has one-third of the world’s renewable water resources and although it has only 15% of the land mass and 8.4% of the world’s population, it receives approximately 15% of global precipitation. The Hemisphere has numerous surface and groundwater resources, including 74 aquifers in continental border regions which have led to important political agreements. [BR: However, this hemispheric water wealth is not evenly distributed and its availability is subject to many pressures both local from extraction activities such as agriculture, mining, deforestation and destruction of water catchments and recharge areas; and global in the context of climate change. The sustainable water resources management should take into account the multiple functions of water such as human consumption, agricultural use, electricity generation and conservation of ecosystems] 
[BR: Unequal distribution of water and population dynamics are prime determinants in the characterization of social inequity associated with water. In Central America, 70% of the population lives in the Pacific watershed with 30% of the water availability, leading to fragile socio-economic conditions and poor relationships with the environment]. Water is a climate-dependent resource and is therefore affected by changes in the climate system. Based on the IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report, among the attributable impacts of climate change on water availability, are shrinking glaciers, permafrost thawing and changes in [US: both] river flow [US: and precipitation patterns] 
Canada alternative text proposal:

[CA: Based on the IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report, among the attributable impacts of climate change on water availability, are shrinking glaciers, permafrost thawing and changes changing precipitation or melting snow and ice are altering hydrological systems, affecting water resources in terms of quantity and quality.]

Despite the efforts of Member States at sound water management, limited [US: data] information, obsolete and fragmented legislation, low participation of civil society in decision-making on water management and the lack of technical knowledge and financial resources to develop water infrastructure are among the factors that reduce the chances of effective water use and affect the provision of [CO universal basic] services to all sectors of the society and economy. Increasing pollution of water bodies and reduction in investments for maintenance and expansion of water collection and distribution systems also contributes to inequities in the availability of water and undermines health, thus [US: becoming determinants in contributing to] poverty and [US: reducing] social inclusion
Brazil alternative text proposal:

Despite the efforts of Member States at sound water management, [BR: there is room for improving access to data, exchange information on national legislation, strengthening civil society participation, increasing access to technical and traditional knowledge, increasing cooperation and mobilization of financial resources for the water sector. We reaffirm our commitments regarding the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, which is being applied gradually to the benefit of our people, while fully respecting national sovereignty. limited information, obsolete and fragmented legislation, low participation of civil society in decision-making on water management and the lack of technical knowledge and financial resources to develop water infrastructure are among the factors that reduce the chances of effective water use and affect the provision of universal services to all sectors of the society and economy. Increasing pollution of water bodies and reduction in investments for maintenance and expansion of water collection and distribution systems also contributes to inequities in the availability of water and undermines health, thus becoming determinants in poverty and social inclusion.]
In a scenario of [BR: possible] increased water stress, [BR: cooperation, exchange of successful experiences and fostering of capacity building should be expanded on management] water systems and services[BR: will be subject to greater pressures due to the impacts on infrastructure and/or changes in the capacity of these services because of factors such as migration.] 
The growing recognition of [BR/CA/USA: safe drinking] water [CA: and basic] [BR/CA/USA: sanitation]as a human right in national law and in international human rights instruments, [BR: and the recognition of the importance of inclusive, participatory management can help to promote the equitable provision of access to water and its efficient use, while reducing the potential for social conflict within countries. respecting the national sovereignty of countries over their resources can help promote efficient water management, contribute to increase  social inclusion and poverty eradication] 

United States alternative text proposal:
The growing [US: recognition discussion] of [US: safe drinking] water [US: as a human right in national law and sanitation in domestic contexts] and in international human rights instruments, and the recognition of the importance of inclusive, participatory management can help to promote the [US: equitable provision of non-discriminatory access to safe] water and its efficient use, while reducing the potential for social conflict. 
Canada alternative text proposal:

The growing recognition of water as [CA: the human right to safe drinking water and basic sanitation] in national law and in international human rights instruments, and the recognition of the importance of inclusive, participatory management can help to promote the equitable provision of [CA: access to] water and its efficient use, while reducing the potential for social conflict [CA:  within countries]. 

Canada proposal to eliminate all  strategic actions for their consideration after the Ministerial meeting
Strategic Actions
a. Serve as a hemispheric forum to promote dialogue [CO:  and coordinate regarding] progress in sustainable development:
[Colombia proposal to relocate text from section 3.4 a]

[CO: i. Provide ongoing support to national focal points on water.] 

i. Provide [US: permanent coordination] support to the national focal points on water, energy and climate change. 
ii. Facilitate continuing dialogue and political cooperation through relevant mechanisms, including the Inter-American Dialogues, Conferences of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC-COP) and CIDI.
iii. Promote the exchange of and access to technical, scientific, legal, institutional and other information to [BR: improve assist states in ]  decision-making [BR:  and civil society engagement] in water resources management
iv. [BR: Promote the development of hemispheric-wide and regional Assist States to develop] strategies related to water [BR: and climate change resources management]
v. Promote public-private partnerships [US: for water infrastructure support]
vi. Communicate [BR: progress and results successful national experiences] by defining a communication strategy oriented to the OAS member states, including NFPs and missions
b. Support the exchange of information and experiences:
i. [BR: Develop and execute a thematic program on water and its links with energy and climate and ecosystems management Assist interested States to develop programs on sustainable water resources management taking into account aspects related to human consumption, electricity generation and ecosystem conservation] 
ii. [BR: Support States in identifying Identify synergies and promote] coordinated  activities between the thematic areas of OAS related to water
iii. Integration inter-related, thematic areas in the design and development of new projects and initiatives
iv. [BR:  Address Support interested States to address] cross-cutting issues of public participation, indigenous people, gender, etc. in water and climate change [BR:  adaptation] program and initiatives
v. Support the identification of sub-regional [US: water-related] environmental problems and priorities related to climate change for remedial and preventive action, and promote technical cooperation in areas of common interest
Brazil alternative text proposal: [BR: Assist, at the request of states, to identify challenges and possible solutions related to water resources issues] 

vi. Promote and support the implementation of cross-cutting activities within the OAS and the Inter American System.

c. Act as a partner in cooperation among stakeholders:  
i. Strengthen existing and promote new strategic partnerships for the execution and implementation of water and climate change [BR: adaptation] projects
ii. Provide technical cooperation to improve water [BR:  governance, including public participation through design, formulation, development, and harmonization of national policies, legal and regulatory reforms, and planning instruments. management by states, according to the priorities and needs of each country]
iii. Support capacity building and institutional strengthening for IWRM in the Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) region.
iv. [BR: Prepare, negotiate and execute Support in the preparation, negotiation and execution of] technical cooperation projects [BR: major river basins, hydrological regions, and aquifer systems in the Americas. for the benefit of the countries of the region]
v. Support the enhancing of data, information, and knowledge base (hydrology-[BR: and adaptation to] climate change) for IWRM.
vi. Maintain decentralized Technical Units and strengthen their technical capacity. 
vii. Secure financing for project execution and advance negotiation on horizontal cooperation with donor Governments. 
3.4 
Sustainable Cities and Communities (Agreed on – 06/30/2015)
Basis for Action 

The Americas is the most urbanized region of the world with upwards of 80% of the population living in cities. [AR, BR: Green Sustainable] and inclusive urban growth will help avoid the worst effects of climate change, biodiversity loss, and water stress, while [BR: decreasing fighting] poverty. Sustainable cities [CA: can] increase access to economic opportunities like jobs and markets, minimize waste and noise pollution, maximize building efficiency, improve road safety, reduce traffic congestion and passenger travel time, mitigating [AR vehicle] emissions that contribute to climate change, and make our cities healthier and more livable. The continuation of support for environmental and social activities based on the demand for [BR: clean energy and low-carbon renewable,] low-waste systems such as rapid bus transit, waste reduction, reuse, recycle methods are essential for meeting these challenges and improving the quality of life in the region. Recent programs have shown that the dissemination of best practices about renewable energy, water and sanitation, transport, and urban development can effectively be generated through the use of small grants and certified sustainable cities courses. 
Cities are also home to the industrial sector which accounts for nearly two-thirds of the employment in the LAC and contributes about half of the total GDP. Due to financial, human resource, and technological limitations many companies in cities utilize inefficient product design and production methods that result in loss of market share, unemployment, and excess waste and pollution. Whereas larger multi-national enterprises around the globe have begun to direct their business models towards the principles of [AR: Circular Economy], sustainable consumption and production, [AR: and Closed Looped Cycle Production (CLCP),] companies in the region have been slower to adopt the innovative and rapidly evolving product design and production methods that fit to this new economic paradigm. 
[AR: The Circular Economy concept provides an alternative pathway to the present, linear “wake-away waste” economic model, by decoupling growth from the use of natural resources and ecosystems. Promote the conservation of biodiversity and ecosystems as key element to achieve sustainable development with social inclusion and poverty eradication]. Industrial processes are developed by mimicking the regenerative capacity of nature that is restorative by intention; aims to rely on renewable energy; with the aim to minimize, track, and gradually eliminate the use of toxic chemicals and materials; and eradicate waste through careful and intelligent design. [AR: The concept of Circular Economy is compatible with sustainable development principles and could bring added value to intergovernmental negotiations and processes of the post-2015 Development Agenda under the United Nations Framework.]
]
Brazil alternative text proposal:
The concept of Circular Economy is compatible with sustainable development principles [BR: and could bring added value to intergovernmental negotiations and processes of the post-2015 Development Agenda under the United Nations Framework.]
Colombia text elimination proposal:

[CO: The Circular Economy concept provides an alternative pathway to the present, linear “take-make-waste” economic model, by decoupling growth from the use of natural resources and ecosystems. Industrial processes are developed by mimicking the regenerative capacity of nature that is restorative by intention; aims to rely on renewable energy; with the aim to minimize, track, and gradually eliminate the use of toxic chemicals and materials; and eradicate waste through careful and intelligent design. The concept of Circular Economy is compatible with sustainable development principles and could bring added value to intergovernmental negotiations and processes of the post-2015 Development Agenda under the United Nations Framework].
Canada proposal to eliminate all strategic actions for their consideration after the Ministerial meeting
Strategic Actions 

a. Serve as a hemispheric forum to promote dialogue [CO and coordinate regarding] progress in sustainable development
Colombia proposal of text relocation to section 3.3 a:
[CO:i. Provide permanent support to the NFPs for Water]
i. [US: Provide Identify methods for] permanent support to the NFPs for Water
ii. Facilitate continuing dialogue and political cooperation through [BR: different for a such as the Green Growth Knowledge Platform, World Urban Forum, Sustainable Cities Collective and]Inter-American Dialogues
iii. Promote the exchange of and access to technical, legal, institutional, financing and other information to improve decision-making and civil society engagement
iv. Promote the development of hemispheric-wide and regional strategies related to sustainable cities and communities [CO: that ensure coherence and consistency with global strategies and other regional initiatives] 
v. Communicate progress and results by defining a communication strategy oriented to the OAS member states
vi. [AR,CO: Promote awareness of the circular economy and closed looped cycling through regular dialogue among experts, policymakers, private sector representatives, civil society and academia]
Argentina alterntative text proposal:
[AR:vi. Promote the key role of states as main actors that articulate and formulate environmental public policy, conciliating the multiple interests that are cover the environmental agenda] 

b. Support the exchange of information and experiences:
i. [CO: Develop and execute a thematic program on sustainable cities in the Americas]
ii. Identify synergies between the thematic areas of sustainable transport, waste reduction, resilience, and renewable energy and efficiency and promote coordinated activities
iii. Integrate inter-related thematic areas in the design and development of new projects and initiatives
iv. Incorporate cross-cutting issues of public participation, indigenous people, and gender in  sustainable cities initiatives 
v. Promote the exchange of and access to technical, legal, institutional, financing and other information to improve decision-making and civil society engagement
vi. [AR/CO Establish a network of national focal points to support the design and implementation of a strategic plan for transitioning to Circular Economies in the Americas using CLCP]
[AR: Conciliate efforts made in the area of environmental with national development priorities, poverty eradication and social inclusion]  

vii. Promote the development of hemispheric-wide and regional strategies related to sustainable cities and communities
viii. [AR: Build capacity in sustainable design and production methods]
ix. Communicate progress and results by defining a communication strategy oriented to the OAS member states.
c.  Act as a partner in cooperation among stakeholders:
i. Provide technical cooperation for developing innovative strategies and approaches, knowledge and information
ii. Implement activities designed to strengthen training in policies, programs, tools for sustainable cities, as well as the discussion of experiences among the member states     
iii. Promote strategies and support best practices in the development of sustainable cities and communities [BR: in the context of the post-2015 development agenda]
iv. Support the development and use of performance indicators to assess the use of materials, energy and water consumption, waste generation, greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, and other [BR: socio-environmental] impacts
Argentina proposal of text elimination:

iv.Support the development and use of performance indicators to assess the use of materials, energy and water consumption, waste generation, greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, and other socio-environmental] impacts 
Argentina alternative text proposal:

[AR: iv.Recognize the sovereignty of states over their natural resources.]
Argentina proposal of redrafting the following texts, adapting the language to existing international consensus on the issue, such as the 10-year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption and production patterns, adopted in the final document of Rio+20, parr. 226, A/CONF.216/5

v. [AR: Support the design and implementation of policies to guide the transition to circular economies]
vi. [AR: Promote the formation of public-private-partnerships on closed looped cycling ventures in line with circular economy principles]
vii. [AR: Support national and regional capacity building efforts on the design and use of sustainable design and production methods]     

3.5 
Sustainable Energy Management 
Basis for Action 

Member states recognize that access to energy is paramount to economic growth, social development and poverty [BR,CO: alleviation] [BR: eradication] [CO: reduction] and have continually called on the General Secretariat to support the efforts of the member states to adopt [BR: clean renewable]  energy alternatives as a means to increase energy security, foster development and combat climate change. 
Based on the premise that sustainability must be the governing principle of development, [AR: the OAS has the ability to empower member] states [AR: have the ability] to implement policies, laws, strategies, and actions that meet energy needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own energy needs. With regard to energy security, fossil fuel market fluctuations [AR: strain affect] the region’s economies and [AR: may] threaten prosperity. Social and economic hardships caused by unpredictable energy markets require attention. Reliable access to energy is fundamental for human health, quality of life and prosperity; yet, millions of people in the Americas are energy poor. Universal energy access should be promoted to foster inclusive growth. With regard to climate change, greenhouse gas emissions derived from fossil fuel consumption are damaging to the region’s habitat. [AR: Strategies that favor [BR: clean renewable/clean and renewable] energy should be deployed [AR: with appropriate support to developing countries in accordance with the principles and provisions of the UNFCCC.]
These goals are inherent to the fulfillment of the purposes of the Charter of the OAS, including strengthening peace and security; promoting and consolidating democracy; promoting economic, social, and cultural development; and eradicating extreme poverty (Article 2, Charter of the Organization of American States).
Canada proposal to eliminate all  strategic actions for their consideration after the Ministerial meeting
Strategic Actions
a. Serve as a hemispheric forum to promote dialogue [CO: and coordinate regarding] progress in sustainable development 
i. Promote dialogue among countries toward sustainable energy integration at the regional level (interconnection and cooperation, fuel supply interconnections, and cooperation and harmonization of policies, regulations, norms and standards)
ii. Organize regional and sub-regional meetings and create instances for dialogue among member countries on the subject of energy and replication of successful approaches
iii. [BR: Act as the Regional Secretariat for LAC Region of the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP).]
iv. Expand hemispheric energy partnership activities, especially among relevant agencies of the Inter-American System 
v. Organize hemispheric and sub-regional capacity building initiatives 
vi. Promote hemispheric information dissemination activities (including website, energy expert and statistics database, newsletters, and Energy Policy Series)
vii. Promote and disseminate best practices in sustainable energy development within the region.
b. Support the exchange of information and experiences:
i. Adopt an integrated and programmatic approach to the design and implementation of  a thematic program on sustainable energy including its links with water, land, disaster risk management and land resources 
ii. Identify synergies and coordination activities with the areas of water, risk management, land management and governance and contribute to the climate change mitigation and adaptation initiatives
iii. Integrate inter-related thematic areas in the design and development of new projects and initiatives
iv. Incorporate cross-cutting issues of public participation, indigenous people, gender, etc. in sustainable energy program and initiatives
v. Assist in identifying regional [BR: economic and] environmental problems and priorities related to sustainable energy through dialogue and technical cooperation in areas of common interest
c. Act as a partner in cooperation among stakeholders:
i. Support multiple national sustainable energy policy development and reform efforts, including the creation of market conditions for renewable energy systems. 
ii. Assist in the preparation of laws and regulations for renewable energy development and preparation of national energy plans
iii. Produce technical input for ministerial and technical meetings, technical and policy papers, and studies on sustainable energy issues
iv. [BR: Manage regional energy partnership programs through REEEP.]
v. Support the development of sustainable and renewable energy projects related to solar, biofuels, geothermal [AR,BR:and ] wind energy [AR: biomass, biogas, hydraulic and tidal/wave] [BR: and hydroelectric] 
vi. Secure financing to [AR: implement promote] renewable energy and energy efficiency policy reforms and sustainable energy projects
vii. Organize hemispheric, sub-regional, and national capacity building workshops and promote the establishment of targets and mechanisms to increase the use of clean energy technologies.
viii. Coordinate technical assistance for the development of sound integrated waste management practices and the use of waste-to-energy technologies in urban areas.
3.6 
Good Governance for Inclusive and Sustainable Development
Brazil alternative text proposal:
[BR:3.6 Management of Sustainable Development] 

Basis for Action

The exercise of democracy promotes the preservation and good stewardship of the environment
. Democratic governance requires responsible management of public affairs and the promotion of civil society participation in the sustainable development process. [CO: Peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development depend on strong and inclusive institutions at all levels, accountability, [CA: transparency], access to information, access to justice and to process. [CO: Societies that promote sustainable development need effective, transparent, accountable and democratic institutions that promote participation ensuring prompt processes and well-being of the community.] Sharing best practice and building the capacity of institutions and local communities to assess and manage linkages among environmental, social, and economic issues, are important components of the sustainable development process. In this regard, the OAS will work towards the development and strengthening of environmental law, in support of sustainable development priorities established by the member states. Special consideration shall be given to the protection of those communities that depend on natural resources for their economic development. Emphasis will also be placed on promoting [BR: good governance, by contributing to strengthening the environmental rule of law
, [CA: and environmental assessment legislation], as well] as policies and programs that incorporate sustainable development concerns into decision-making.
Canada proposal to eliminate all  strategic actions for their consideration after the Ministerial meeting
Strategic Actions 
a. Serve as a hemispheric forum to promote dialogue [CO: and coordinate regarding ] progress in sustainable development:
i. Facilitate dialogue and analysis of technical, social and economic issues in governance and management for sustainable development through mechanisms such national focal points and as the inter-American Congress on the Environmental Rule of Law
ii. Promote the exchange of and access to technical, legal, institutional, financing and other information at a hemispheric level to improve decision-making and civil society participation, [DR: in the framework of national regulations]
iii. Provide analytical and technical support to Member States and the OAS’ political bodies in the preparation of high level meetings, and in negotiations on global sustainable development policy instruments 
iv. Promote mutual awareness and acknowledgement of principles and guidelines for cooperation, [BR: management and conflict resolution related to shared natural resources] among Member States
v. Promote the sharing of best practices and lessons learned from sustainable development law and policy initiatives in the region 
vi. Raise awareness among Member States on emerging environmental law and [BR: governance] issues
 Dominican Republic alternative text proposal:
 [DR: vii. Sponsor the strengthening of policies, strategies, programs to promote governance]
b. Support the exchange of information and experiences: 
i. Execute a thematic program [DR: that identifies and addresses the gaps, challenges and needs] on environmental law and [BR: good governance management].
ii. Address in a cross-cutting manner, and from a [BR: governancemanagement]  perspective, all thematic priorities of the PIDS. 
iii. Support networks of national focal points and key stakeholders for the exchange of information and experiences in the area of [BR: environmental] rule of law, peaceful and inclusive societies
iv. Address cross-cutting issues of public participation, indigenous people, gender, etc. in programs and activities
v. Support the use of technology for the exchange of information and experiences.
c. Act as a partner in cooperation among stakeholders:
i. Prepare, [CO: negotiate and execute propose] technical cooperation initiatives related to priority thematic issues [CO: of the program] 
ii. Provide technical assistance in key procedural issues within [BR: governance management] for sustainable development, such as: environmental enforcement, market-based instruments, access to justice, public participation, capacity building and institutional strengthening, dialogue and exchange of information and dispute resolution.
iii. Increase and strengthen partnerships with MEA Secretariats, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the World Bank, the Economic and Social Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB), [BR: the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and the International Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement (INECE)], among other regional networks
iv. Build capacity of key stakeholders [DR: including public officials or implementing governmental agents that have incidence in  the process] regarding the environmental rule of law and support effective enforcement of environmental laws, Multilateral and Regional Agreements
v. Support the implementation of the Inter-American Strategy for Public Participation in Decision-making for Sustainable Development 
4. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAM
Canada proposalto re-write this section according to a results-based management framework]

Member states recognize the multi-disciplinary and integrated nature of sustainable development. In implementing the PIDS, the DSD shall operate at the following four different levels: (a) political (b) programmatic (c) technical and (d) institutional. 
At the Political Level, efforts shall be made to strengthen regional political and institutional mechanisms and promote strategic partnerships. In this context, the [CA: OAS/GS DSD] programming shall focus on fomenting national and regional political dialogue on sustainable development policies and best practices with a view to improving decision-making and environmental [BR: governance management] . The main outputs in this respect shall consist of reports, declarations and resolutions of the CIDS, Ministerial and sectoral meetings, and the consolidation of the meetings of the National Focal Points and various thematic Networks. 
Further, [CA: OAS/GS DSD]  will work [BR: promote the development of common regional positions on sustainable development and environmental issues, while facilitating to facilitate] the harmonization of legal, regulatory and policy frameworks, [BR: at the same time and] strengthening existing strategic partnerships and develop new alliances. 
Accordingly, [CA: The OAS/GS DSD] will:
i. work with member states to identify and integrate priority issues and areas of work, define thematic programs to achieve OAS mandates and to address their needs, using cross-cutting approaches and promote constructive synergies among the different areas, while respecting sub-regional and regional specificities and priorities;
ii. identify opportunities for joint programming, in particular with other SEDI Departments, responsible for science, technology and innovation, social development and employment, trade and tourism, and the Joint Summit Working Group (JWSG), among others;  
iii. make strategic and focused use of its networks as channels for the exchange of information on cross-cutting issues;
iv. incorporate reporting on thematic synergies into monitoring and evaluation instruments analytical reviews and policy briefs.
At the Technical level, the [CA: DSD OAS/GS]   approach will focus on framing its technical cooperation services in a manner that directly responds to the PIDS priorities and the OAS member states’ agendas. [CA: DSD The OAS/GS]    will contribute its experiences and lessons learned to the evolution of the regional and international agenda on [BR,CO: alleviation] [BR: fighting]  [CO: reducing] poverty and sustainable development issues. [CA: DSD OAS/GS]    will provide technical cooperation to member states and their institutions in the formulation of policies, laws, and regulations, as well as planning instruments in the thematic and priority areas of action, leading to policy and regulatory reforms, development of National Plans and advances in the use of innovative environmental policy instruments, among others. Additionally, [CA: OAS/GS DSD]'s efforts will focus on analytical and advisory activities, contributing to ministerial meetings and planning instruments related to sustainable development, preparing technical papers and policy briefs, contributing to environmental reviews and assessment studies, etc. and promoting the exchange and transfer of new technologies and scientific and technical knowledge
.

At the institutional level, the [CA: DSD OAS/GS]   will pursue organizational and administrative strategies directed at improving its planning, management, and communication tools, and enhancing its overall capacity to fulfill its mission, improve the coordination and focus of its services and strengthen its impact at the national and regional levels. Here, the [CA: DSD OAS/GS]   will strengthen its technical and analytical capacity and consolidate its management capacity, through targeted contracting of staff and training), stimulating in-house thematic debate, research, the production of technical publications as well as the development of pertinent tools and procedures. 
At the programmatic level, the Program identifies and integrates priority issues and areas of work for the [CA: DSD OAS/GS]  , establishing thematic programs to implement OAS mandates and address OAS member states’ needs. The program also seeks to address cross-cutting issues and promote constructive synergies among the different areas. 
The [CA: DSD OAS/GS]   program [BR: integrates and] will be executed through three main thematic programs addressing the priority areas of: water, energy, land and ecosystems, with risk management and adaptation to climate change, sustainable cities and [BR: and good] governance for sustainable [BR: and inclusive] development as cross-cutting areas. The integration and coherence of the [CA: DSD OAS/GS]  activities will be pursued through common planning and management tools (yearly work plans, budget, monitoring and evaluation framework, etc.), reporting instruments and fund-rising strategies.
Program implementation shall emphasize close, ongoing cooperation and coordination with multilateral and regional organizations that are charged with implementing programs, projects and policies or relevance to the priorities identified herein. As part of this strategy, the CA: DSD OAS/GS] will work closely with and support the institutional strengthening of sub-regional organizations and basin institutions in the Americas, withdrawing when adequate capacities are created and are available in the countries. At the same time, the [CA: DSD OAS/GS]   will build on input from the sub-regional organizations in shaping the hemispheric agendas, while contributing with its technical and political expertise to advance in [BR: key] strategic themes.
The [CA: DSD OAS/GS]  will strengthen existing and promote new partnerships with relevant sub-regional institutions, mainly through promoting political and technical cooperation and holding of joint events (MOUs, joint sponsorship of events, execution of projects).  
5. 
MONITORING, EVALUATION AND REPORTING 
The CIDS is entrusted by member States with identifying options for measuring progress made in the advancement of sustainable development processes in a comparative manner at a hemispheric level, taking into account available sources of data, avoiding duplication and promoting synergies with existing mechanisms that address this issue, as appropriate. 

In order to report on progress regarding implementation of the Program, the [CA: DSD OAS/GS] will [CA:use the identify appropriate] sub-targets and indicators [CA:set out in the matrix attached this program] to produce a results-based management framework for reporting to member States. [CA,BR: In addition, the DSD will support the efforts of Member states to develop appropriate benchmarks to monitor progress in the operationalization of the SDGs]. 
The [CA: DSD OAS/GS] will submit six-monthly reports to the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) on the progress of implementing this program and will report to the Permanent Council and the General Assembly as required. The [CANADA: DSD OAS/GS] will also submit an annual work plan to the CIDI at the start of every year. 

Additionally, the [CA: DSD OAS/GS]  will include adequate budgetary provisions for monitoring and evaluation in the design of its projects to ensure that results and impacts can be properly measured against pre-project baselines

6. 
FINANCING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAM 
Canada proposal to re-write this section according to a results-based management framework
There are three sources of funds to support the implementation of the Program: the Regular Fund, the Development Cooperation Fund (DCF - formerly FEMCIDI) and external funds. There is a relationship among these three funding sources and the extent to which the Regular Fund and the DCF raise and manage external funds. The resources in Development Cooperation Fund when made available will be used to implement activities in the Program. The DSD is to support member states in the formulation of such projects, and shall cooperate with those member states in the search for additional external funding sources for its execution. Moreover, the DSD will provide support for the design and implementation of pilot projects to promote effective participation in innovative programs designed to address sustainable development and environmental issues. 
Additionally, the DSD [US: will may], with support from Member States, seek to become an Implementing Agency of the Adaptation Fund, and the Green Climate Fund and a Project Agency of the Global Environment Fund (GEF).
Member States will explore the use of mechanisms such as public-private-partnerships, [AR: public funding from developed countries to developing countries, consistent with international law] debt-for-nature swaps to mobilize financing for the implementation of the program at the national level. 
APPENDIX 1

Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development 2015 – 2030

 STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK

	Strategic Areas of Action / GOALS
	outputs
	Performance Indicators
	Interventions

	
	
	
	Promote hemispheric dialogue
	Exchange of information and experiences
	Partner in cooperation

	Disaster Risk Management (DRM) and Adaptation to Climate Change (ACC) 

Prevent new and reduce existing disaster risk through the implementation of inter-sectoral and institutional measures that prevent and reduce hazard exposure and vulnerability to disaster; increase preparedness for response and recovery; reduce business and education interruption, as well as health and other social services interruptions; and thus strengthen resilience.

[adapted from the Sendai Framework Outcome and Goal]

A common strategic approach to DRM and ACC adopted within the Inter-American System

Enhanced coordination and cooperation among agencies of the Inter-American System, UN Agencies, sub-regional IGO, International Organizations and other relevant actors

New and more effective public policies for Integral DRM and ACC, and the coordination of humanitarian assistance adopted.

DRM and ACC across mainstreamed in national policies and plans at all government sectors and levels.

Early Warning Systems (EWS), with emphasis in Transboundary multi-national EWS developed.
· multi-national Satellite Earth Observation Systems (SEOS) and protocols for the use of SEOS applications and Image Processing (IP) for Disaster Mitigation and Prevention, Disaster Response and Rapid Damage Assessment, developed.
· sharing and exchange of practical experience and knowledge on DRM and ACC increased.
· gender- and human rights-based approaches to the elimination of conditions of vulnerability of special segments of the society, such as women and children –particularly girls, people with disabilities, elders and indigenous people.

A Inter-American Workplan for DRM and ACC 

Reports of meetings and planning tools and instruments of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR)

Joint publications on DRM and ACC by the GS/OAS and agencies of the IACNDR

National legislation and regulations with regard to DRM and ACC, and institutional reforms

Workshops, seminars and conferences on EWS

Transboundary EWS and protocols implemented and documented

· Workshops, seminars and conferences on SEOS and protocols for the use of SEOS applications and IM 

· INDM on-line database of practical experiences and knowledge and  reports recorded in the 2012 Inter-American Plan Monitoring Tool and on-line database

· Publications and policy papers on gender- and human right-approaches to DRM and ACC

· Workshops, seminars and conferences on DRM and ACC with sector ministries and agencies. i.e. tourism, energy, agriculture, environment, gender, etc.

· Projects and programs formulated and executed in selected countries and thematic areas related to DRM and ACC

Support the IACNDR

Support the implementation of the Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance

Support the design/ implementation of national and regional policy for DRM –in the context of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and subregional mechanisms, such as the PCGIR in Central America and the CDM Strategy in CARICOM

Support the development of multi-national Satellite Earth Observation Systems (SEOS) and protocols for the use of SEOS applications and Image Processing (IP) for Disaster Mitigation and Prevention, Disaster response and Rapid Damage Assessment

Serve as Secretariat of the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM)

Organize and present Hemispheric Encounters for the sharing and exchange of knowledge and practical experience on DRM & ACC

Support the Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) of the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance

Support the formulation and application of Disaster Preparedness and Response Protocols, Regional and sub-regional Mechanisms and Instruments –including the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance

Support the sharing and exchange of applications and data of SEOS and IP for Disaster Mitigation and Prevention, Disaster Response and Rapid Damage Assessment

Support the execution of small grants for community-centered EWS and resilient-community development in the context of sustainable communities

Foster Public Participation in decision-making for disaster prevention and mitigation

Support gender- and human right-approaches to eliminate conditions of vulnerability for special segments of the society, such as women and children –particularly girls, people with disabilities, elders and indigenous people, among others

Promote and support the implementation of transboundary hazard-specific EWS, such as for Tsunami, Volcanoes, Floods and Landslides, among others



	Sustainable Management of Land and  Ecosystems



	Protect and Promote Sustainable Use of  Ecosystems

1. Advance strategies for conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

2. Promote the transition to a sustainable and integrated management of land resources.  

3. Protect ecological services and ecosystems integrity.

4. Promote payments for ecosystem services programs to protect and rehabilitate critical areas for water, biodiversity, and climate change adaptation and mitigation.


	Quantitative performance indicators to measure progress in biodiversity conservation and landscape management developed.
Professionals in participating countries trained in ecosystem valuation methodologies and management techniques to restore coral reef, mangrove ecosystems, and watersheds, through integrated marine park management. 

Capacity of Mesoamerican individuals and institutions to be stewards of the land and secure a sustainable future strengthened.
	Multi-country cooperation and partnership agreements on biodiversity protection strategies. 

Improved framework for the conservation of migratory wildlife in the Americas  

Improved national and regional capacity to address critical biodiversity issues at a regional level. 

Strengthened frameworks for terrestrial and marine protected areas effective management. 

Improved legal and institutional frameworks in areas such as land property, forests, biodiversity, water and fiscal law, among others.

Increased capacity and  collaboration and coordination between high biodiversity-threatened landscapes through regional integration of SIDs in the Caribbean and Mesoamerica as special areas that merge sustainable ecosystem management and livelihoods improvement.
	Provide support to the biodiversity networks and Government focal points in member states.

Support the development of a hemispheric strategy for the conservation of migratory wildlife, with the active engagement of civil society.

Facilitate Multi-Country Partnerships and Civil Society Participation in biodiversity protection and management. 

Promote the exchange of and access to biodiversity data and information at a hemispheric level to improve decision-making and civil society engagement.

Support dialogue and information sharing on sustainable land management issues and property rights systems.

Facilitate access to PES through the exchange of experiences, best practices, and information at the regional level.

Provide Hemispheric coordination for Global initiatives such as the Convention on Migratory Species, Convention on Biological Diversity, and the RAMSAR Convention.
	Adopt a programmatic approach, developing and executing a thematic program on sustainable land management and biodiversity.

Identify synergies and promote coordinated activities with the areas of water, waste management, resilience, good governance, and renewable energy and energy efficiency to mitigate climate change impacts. 

Support the integration of inter-related thematic areas in the design and development of new projects and initiatives. 

Integrated cross-cutting issues of public participation, indigenous people, gender, etc. in SLM and biodiversity initiatives.

Provide assistance in identifying regional environmental problems and priorities related to SLM and biodiversity protection for remedial and preventive action, promoting technical cooperation in areas of common interest.


	Strengthen the management and sustainable use of biological diversity 

Execute hemispheric, sub-regional, and national projects and initiatives oriented to protect biodiversity and ecosystems integrity, and promote land tenure security and sustainable and integrated management of land resources.

Coordinate the management of biodiversity and migratory species through Inter American Biodiversity Information Network (IABIN) and the Western Hemisphere Migratory Species Initiative (WHMSI).

Support the strengthening of human and institutional capacity for the development, use, and management of land, protected areas, and biodiversity with a focus on Caribbean marine ecosystems and Mesoamerica.  

Foster the development of financial mechanisms that support increased private and public investment in SLM and biodiversity protection and sustainable use.



	Water Resources Management

1. Improve access to safe drinking water in especially in poor and vulnerable communities. 

2. Improve water resources management

3. Strengthen multi-level cooperation for coordinated management of shared river basins and policy dialogue.

4. Promote Integrated water resources management

OAS NFPs for IWRM consolidated as instrument for horizontal cooperation in IWRM.

Water governance frameworks in the Americas mapped

Decision support system on water resources for the Americas implemented. 

Capacity of water resources professionals in less developed countries trained in water management 

Document on hemispheric-wide principles for IWRM agreed.

Hemispheric Program on IWRM and water security,  prepared.

Textbooks and guides to advance the implementation of IWRM in the LAC countries developed and published. 

Horizontal cooperation agreements between WRM institutions in the LAC region.

Knowledge-based documents on hydrology and its relation with climate change applied to the management of river basins, hydrological regions, and aquifers. 

Knowledge-based on aquifers and their sustainable use for groundwater management.

Improved water protection tools in use at national level

Advances in bi-national and regional work agreements for the IWRM and water monitoring in major river basins and aquifers.  

Improved water protection.  

Improved distribution and access to water for poverty eradication and ecosystems health. 

Provide permanent support to the NFPs for Water

Facilitate continuing dialogue and political cooperation through relevant mechanisms, including the Inter-American Dialogues on Water Dialogues on Water Resources Management, the World Water Forum, the IPCC and CIDI

Promote the exchange of and access to technical, scientific, legal, institutional, and other information to improve decision-making and civil society engagement, including in IWRN.

Promote the development of hemispheric-wide and regional strategies related to water.

Promote public-private partnerships.

Communicate progress and results by defining a communication strategy oriented to the OAS member states, including NFPs and missions. 

Strengthen existing and promote new strategic partnerships; Formalize partnership OAS/SEDI – GEF for the implementation of water projects. 

Develop and execute a thematic program on water and its links to energy, climate and ecosystems management.

Identify synergies between the thematic areas of the OAS related to water.  

Integrate inter-related thematic areas in the design and development of new projects and initiatives. 

Address cross-cutting issues of public participation, indigenous people, gender, etc. in the water program and initiatives.

Support the identification of sub-regional environmental problems and priorities related to water for remedial and preventive action, and promote technical cooperation in areas of common interest.

Promote and support the implementation of cross-cutting activities within the Inter-American System

Strengthen existing and promote new strategic partnerships for the execution and implementation of water and climate change projects. 

Provide technical cooperation to improve water governance and public participation through design, formulation, development, and harmonization of national policies, legal and regulatory reforms, and planning instruments.

Support capacity building and institutional strengthening for IWRM in the LAC region.

Prepare, negotiate and execute technical cooperation projects in major river basins, hydrological regions, and aquifer systems in the Americas. 

Support the enhancing of data, information, and knowledge base (hydrology-climate change) for IWRM.

Maintain decentralized Technical and strengthen their technical capacity. 

Secure financing for project execution  and advance negotiation with ABC/Brazil (horizontal cooperation) with donor Governments

Sustainable Cities Management

1.Improve the functionality, safety and sustainability of cities 

2. Improve the management of cities through effective laws, policies, strategies 

3. Build the resilience of cities to disasters 

Awareness and capacity of officials in critical aspects of sustainable cities management increased

Best practices in city management identified shared and replicated

Technologies and services in waste management, sustainable transport, renewable energy and energy efficiency improved.

A hemispheric-wide Sustainable Cities Steering Committee and Network experts established.

Increase in number of countries committing low or zero carbon emissions by 2020-2030.

Incorporation of the poorest and most disadvantaged sectors of the population in national decision-making processes

Growth in number of green small and micro-enterprises 

Economic competitiveness and environmental efficiency in urban and rural areas;

Increase in the number of formal housing settlements especially targeted  poor and low-income households 

Narrowing of the housing unit gap and expansion of basic infrastructure services;

Improvement in the quality of life in cities and communities, taking into account their spatial, economic, social, and environmental circumstances; and

Provide permanent support to the NFPs for Water

Facilitate continuing dialogue and political cooperation through different fora such as the Green Growth Knowledge Platform, World Urban Forum, Sustainable Cities Collective and Inter-American Dialogues.

Promote the exchange of and access to technical, legal, institutional, financing and other information to improve decision-making and civil society engagement.

Promote the development of hemispheric-wide and regional strategies related to sustainable cities and communities.

Promote public-private partnerships.

Communicate progress and results by defining a communication strategy oriented to the OAS member states.

Promote awareness of the circular economy and closed looped cycling]
Develop and execute a thematic program on sustainable cities in the Americas.

Identify synergies between the thematic areas of sustainable transport, waste reduction, resilience, and renewable energy and efficiency and promote coordinated activities. 

Integrate inter-related thematic areas in the design and development of new projects and initiatives. 

Incorporate cross-cutting issues of public participation, indigenous people, and gender in the sustainable cities initiatives.

Promote the exchange of and access to technical, institutional, financing and other information to improve decision-making and civil society engagement

Establish a network of NFP to support the design and implementation of a strategic plan for transitioning to circular economies in the Americas
Promote the development of hemispheric-wide and regional strategies on sustainable cities and communities Promote public-private partnerships

Build capacity in sustainable design and production methods
Communicate progress and results by defining a communications strategy oriented to member states

Provide technical cooperation for developing innovative strategies, knowledge and information. 

Implement activities designed to strengthen training in policies, programs, tools for sustainable cities as well as the sharing of experiences among member states

Promote strategies and support best practices in the development of sustainable cities and communities in the context of the P-2015 agenda

Support the development and use of materials, energy and water consumption, waste generation, greenhouse gas emissions and other socio-environmental impacts 

Support the design and implementation of projects to guide the transition to circular economies 

Promote the formation of public-private partnerships in closed-looped cycling ventures in line with circular economy principles.] 

Support national and regional capacity building efforts on the design and use of sustainable design and production methods
 Sustainable Energy Management  

	1. Advance energy security and access to diverse, reliable, secure, and affordable energy. 

2. Reduce the impact of fossil fuels market fluctuations. 

3. Lower carbon emissions. 


	National Sustainable Energy Plans (SEPs) developed in 8 Caribbean countries. 

Policy and regulatory reform to foster favorable market conditions for the development and use of bio-energy developed in the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Haiti, and St. Kitts and Nevis.

Assessment reports and pilot initiatives in the use and generation of sustainable and renewable energy, including solar, biofuels, geothermal, and wind energy, produced and implemented in selected countries in Central America and the Caribbean.  

Web portal, virtual forums, and other dissemination mechanisms facilitating exchange of information, expertise, and technical assistance services for sustainable energy development established and operating.

Registry of renewable energy and energy efficiency specialists of the member states prepared.

Capacity building courses in the areas of sustainable energy deployment for energy sector stakeholders and electric utility personnel carried out in 8 Caribbean countries. 

Feasibility studies to improve technical capacity of national governments in the area of sustainable use of bio-energy in the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Haiti, and St. Kitts and Nevis produced.

Technical and legal assessment of the potential for geothermal development in the Eastern Caribbean to implement a regional strategy produced.

A framework for cooperation for the development of programs and projects on renewable energy, energy efficiency and bioenergy in the Caribbean formalized.


	Long-term, reliable energy diversification strategies with increased share of renewable energy developed at the national and regional levels.

Integration of sustainable energy policies into public, private, and community sector strategies advanced.

Energy efficiency standards included in energy policy and legislation.

Energy generation and consumption patterns adapted to ensure access to energy that is diverse, reliable, secure, and affordable. 

Member states’ capacity to design, develop, execute and improve policies, laws, regulations, programs and projects that are based on the premise of sustainability strengthened.  

Readily available information on energy, and energy integration strategies among countries.

Reduced fossil fuel dependency, and carbon emissions. 

Strengthened regional markets for cleaner and renewable energy.

The share of renewable energy resources in the national balances of primary energy of the OAS member states increases, improving the people’s quality of life, protecting the environment, and conserving the region’s fossil fuel resources.


	Promote dialogue among countries toward sustainable energy integration at the regional level.

Organize regional and sub-regional meetings and create instances for dialogue among member countries on the subject of energy and replication of successful approaches.

Act as the Regional Secretariat for LAC Region of the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP).

Expand hemispheric energy partnership activities. 

Organize hemispheric and sub-regional energy workshops.

Organize hemispheric and sub-regional capacity building initiatives 

Promote hemispheric information dissemination activities (including website, energy expert and statistics database, newsletters, and energy policy Series). 

Promote and disseminate best practices in sustainable energy development within the region.


	Adopt a programmatic approach, developing and executing a thematic program on sustainable energy, including its links with water, land, DRM and land resources.

Identify synergies and coordination activities with the areas of water, risk management, land management and governance and contribute to climate change mitigation and adaptation initiatives.  

Integrate inter-related thematic areas in the design and development of new projects and initiatives. 

Incorporate cross-cutting issues of public participation, indigenous people, gender, etc. in sustainable energy program and initiatives.

Assist in identifying regional environmental problems and priorities related to sustainable energy through dialogue and technical cooperation in areas of common interest.


	Support multiple national sustainable energy policy development and reform efforts, including the creation of market conditions for RE systems rovide technical assistance to multiple national sustainable energy policy development and reform efforts, including creation of market conditions for renewable energy systems.

Assist in the preparation of laws and regulations for renewable energy development and preparation of National Energy Plans.

Produce technical input for ministerial and technical meetings, technical and policy papers, and assessment studies on sustainable energy issues.

Manage regional energy partnership programs through REEEP.

Support for the development of sustainable and renewable energy projects related to solar, biofuels, geothermal and wind energy.
Secure financing to implement renewable energy and energy efficiency policy reform and financial mechanism development projects.

Organize hemispheric, sub-regional, and national capacity building workshops and promote the establishment of targets and mechanisms to increase the use of clean energy technologies.

Coordinate technical assistance for the development of sound integrated waste management practices and the use of waste-to-energy technologies in urban areas in the Americas.

Manage a regional Cradle-2-Cradle partnership program for Sustainable Manufacturing in the Americas. 



	

	Good Governance for Inclusive and Sustainable development,

	1. Promote effective implementation of the Environmental Rule of Law  by strengthening  environmental laws, policies and institutions 

2. Improve the capacity of the executive, legislative and judiciary branches of government, as well as civil society, in environmental law and enforcement, including the negotiation and implementation of agreements.

3. Strengthen mechanisms that advance the incorporation of sustainable development concerns and public participation into decision-making in member states.


	Stronger, laws, policies and institutions at the national level 

Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation in  Sustainable Development Decision Making incorporated in national and regional processes

Information, experiences, and expertise in environmental law and enforcement exchanged among Member States, through the Inter-American Forum on Environmental Law (FIDA) and other networks.

Implementation and enforcement of environmental agreements (including MEAs), facilitated through national legislation, regulations, standards and policies.  

Key issues in environmental law at the country and regional level analyzed on an on-going basis

.  

Training programs in priority areas of environmental law and enforcement, developed and delivered at the national and regional level  

Strategic partnerships developed and strengthened. 
	Access to information, justice and democratic governance strengthened in Member States as important elements of sustainable development. 

Public participation in sustainable development decision-making and environmental responsibility, and improved compliance with environmental laws advanced. 

Innovative mechanisms for environmental conservation, including market-based mechanisms, incorporated through laws and policies in the region.

Necessary tools and capacity for fair, equitable, and sustainable decision making enhanced in Member 
States.

Adequate levels of environmental protection, based on coherent legal frameworks, and sustainable policy alternatives established. 

Strengthened institutions, and effective environmental law enforcement, advanced in Member States.


	Facilitate dialogue and analysis of technical, social, and economic issues in governance  and management for sustainable development through mechanisms such as the Inter-American Congress on the Environmental Rule of LAW 

Promote the exchange of and access to technical, legal, institutional, financing and other information at a hemispheric level to improve decision-making and civil society participation 

Provide analytical and technical support to Member States and the OAS’ political bodies in the preparation of high level meeting, and in negotiations on global sustainable development policy instruments 

Promote mutual awareness and acknowledgement of principles and guidelines for cooperation, management and conflict resolution related to shared natural resources  among member states 

Promote regular meetings of the Inter-American Forum on Environmental Law (FIDA), consolidating it as an instrument for horizontal cooperation in environmental law in the Americas.

Promote the sharing of best practices and lessons learned from sustainable development policy initiatives in the region. 

Raise awareness among Member States governmental sectors on emerging environmental law issues. 


	Design and execute a program on environmental law and good governance 

Address in a cross-cutting manner, and from a governance perspective, all thematic priorities of the PIDS. 

Support networks of key stakeholders for the exchange of information and experiences in environmental rule of law, and maintenance of peaceful and inclusive societies. 

Address cross-cutting issues of public participation, indigenous people, gender, etc. in the programmed activities

Support the use of technology for the exchange of information and experiences.


	Prepare, negotiate and execute cooperation initiatives related to priority thematic issues

Provide technical assistance in key procedural issues within governance for sustainable development, such as: environmental enforcement, market-based instruments, access to justice, public participation, capacity building and institutional strengthening, dialogue and exchange of information and dispute resolution.
Increase and strengthen partnerships with MEA Secretariat, UNEP, the World Bank, ECLAC, IUCN and INECE, among others.

Build capacity of key stakeholders regarding the environmental rule of law and support effective enforcement of environmental laws, multilateral and regional agreements 

Support the implementation of the Inter-American Strategy for Public Participation in Decision-making for Sustainable Development 
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� 	AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96) Sustainable Development


�	CIDI/RES. 302 (XLVI-O/15) CONVOCATION OF THE FIRST SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 


INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT


� 	CIDI/CIDS/doc.8/15 Report on the IV Regular Meeting of the (CIDS):Building a post 2015 


Sustainable Development Agenda for the Americas


�	CIDI/CIDS/inf.12/14 proposal of Strategic Areas of Action for the Inter-American Program for 


Sustainable Development


� 	CIDI/CIDS/doc.6/14


� 	The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 (Agenda 21 and the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development); the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra in 1996 (Declaration and Plan of Action); the World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg in 2002 (Declaration and its Plan of Implementation); the First Meeting of Ministers of Sustainable Development in the framework of CIDI, held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra in 2006 (Declaration of Santa Cruz + 10 and the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) (2006-2009); the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, held in Kobe, Hyogo in 2005 (Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015); the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain in 2009 (Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain); Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States and Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States; the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities on Sustainable Development in the framework of CIDI, held in Santo Domingo in 2010 (Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas);  The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio +20), held in Rio de Janeiro, in 2012 (A/RES/66/288 “The Future we Want”), the UN Conference on Small Island Developing States, held in Apia Samoa in 2014 (A/RES/69/15 “SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway”) among others, as applicable.


� 	Source: Declaration of  Santa Cruz +10, AG/RES. 2211 (XXXVI-O/06)


� 	Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development as part of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for 


Development 1997-2001. AG/RES. 1513 (XXVII-O/97)


� 	Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz, Bolivia, 1996)


� 	Source:  AG/RES. 2644 (XLI-O/11)


� 	Report on the Implementation of the Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development (PIDS) 


2006-2009 CIDI/RIMDS-II/INF.1/10 and Report on the Implementation of the Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development (PIDS) 2010 – 2014 CIDI/CIDS/doc.9/15 �/


� 	CIDI/CIDS/RES.1 (III-O/02) Support for the initiatives of the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable 


Development and AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96) Sustainable Development


� 	AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96) Sustainable Development; 


�	AG/DEC. 74 (XLIV-O/14)





� 	Charter of the Organization of American States,  Art.1





� 	AG/RES 2644 (XLI-O/11) Report of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and 


High-level Authorities on Sustainable Development within the framework of CIDI (Par.20 Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas);


� 	AG/RES. 2818 (XLIV-O/14) Climate Change in the context of Sustainable Development in 


the Hemisphere. 


� 	AG/RES. 1440 (XXVI-O/96) Sustainable Development


� 	AG/RES. 2814 (XLIV-O/14)


� 	http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-52.html


		� 	[US: The United States is committed to working with partners in the region and the international community to address climate change, including under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (the Convention)].  The United States reserves with regard to references in the resolution to the Convention to the extent that they may be understood to suggest that the Convention’s principles apply to cooperative efforts in forums beyond the Convention.  The United States (also) notes that the Convention Parties are currently developing a post-2020 agreement, [US:  to which the Convention principles will apply, as appropriate, to the post-2020 time period and any references here do not prejudge the ongoing negotiations in that forum].  (Note from the Secretariat:  As the PIDS proposal includes explanatory footnotes, the footnotes presented by member States during the negotiation will be included in bold and in their entirety in the corresponding page.  Once the negotiation process ends, these footnotes will follow the agreements of the Permanent Council (�HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org.doc_public/ENGLISH/hist_11/CP26202E04.doc"��CP/doc.4556/11�) and the first two lines will begin on the corresponding page and the remainder of the note will continue at the end of the body of the PIDS. 





� 	According to the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) “2009 


UNISDR Terminology on DRR”, resilience is defined as “the ability of a system, community or society exposed to hazards to resist, absorb, accommodate to and recover from the effects of a hazard in a timely and efficient manner, including through the preservation and restoration of its essential basic structures and functions.”


� 	Article 15, Inter-American Democratic Charter


� 	UNEA resolutions 1/3 and 1/13





