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CLOSING REMARKS BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

 V. SHERRY TROSS
(Delivered at the closing session held on October 23, 2014)
Firstly, permit me on your behalf and on behalf of the technical secretariat to extend warm congratulations and sincere appreciation of all of us to His Excellency Francis Rafael Contreras, Undersecretary of Health and Executive Secretary of the National Council for Sustainable Development (CONADES), Honduras for his expert leadership of these proceedings.

Permit me also to thank all of the panelists who took the time to share us their expertise and their solid perspectives on a possible sustainable development agenda for the hemisphere, beyond 2015.

This meeting was structured as a brainstorming session aimed at extracting some key messages and ideas to inform the preparation of a revised Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) to be adopted in Honduras in October 2015. 
The confluence between the hemispheric and global sustainable development processes, represent an extraordinary opportunity for cooperation and an alignment of goals. 
Drawing on the contents of outcome documents like “The Future We Want” agreed at the Rio + 20 Conference in June 2012, and “The Samoa Pathway” agreed at the Third International Meeting on Sustainable Development of SIDS in Samoa in September this year, will help to inform our discussions on the future WE want for the people of this hemisphere. Critically we have also the Draft Sustainable Development Goals proposed by the Open Working Group.
But we are also in the enviable position of being able to contribute our own rich lessons, experiences and insights derived from the implementation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS), as well as the many varied and impactful programs of the OAS in general and the Secretariat for Integral Development in particular, to feed into the discussions at the global level on the Post-2015 Development Agenda. 

So we are now at a point where we are spared the task of reinventing the wheel and can focus our energies on fine-tuning our engines. 

One page that we might take from the “The Future We Want” is to ensure the new PIDS that is developed contains goals and goals and targets that: (i) are action-oriented; (ii) are hemispheric in nature but take account of national circumstances; and (ii) integrate economic, social and environmental aspects and recognize their inter-linkages in achieving sustainable development.  

Another page that we might take from the “Future We Want” document is to move the reduction of poverty and inequality to center stage in designing a new PIDS. 

As you well know, sustainable development has its roots in notions of inter-generational and intra-generational equity and in a recognition that an urgent transformation in development approaches to ensure that the needs of future generations are met in a manner that does not compromise the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 

Inequality is multidimensional but links to aspects of unsustainable development are perhaps strongest, such as in, lack of access to quality education, information, justice, land, and inequality of opportunity.

And this inequality is showing up in many of the current and future sustainable development strategies that were identified over the past 2 days, such as in, environmental degradation, disasters, pollution, unsustainable land management, decaying cities, poverty and unsustainable consumption and production. 

Many of these issues are addressed in some detail in a publication entitled “Inequality and Social Inclusion in the Americas” which was released by OAS Secretary-General Insulza during the OAS General Assembly in Paraguay in June of this year. 
Against this background, we in SEDI are pleased to note the focus in the draft SDGs to the inter-linkages between the social economic and environmental dimensions of development. 

We are also pleased to note that the 19 SDGs fall squarely within the current mandates and work programs of SEDI and in particular the Department of Sustainable Development. 

In its report “Realizing the Future We Want for All”, the United Nations Task Team laid out the three principles that constitute the common underlying elements of a global development agenda post-2015 as human rights, equality and sustainability. 

The report also identifies the four dimensions of development where progress will be needed, as: environmental sustainability, peace and security, inclusive economic development and inclusive human development. 

The indisputable fact is that the challenges of sustainable development are beyond the capacity of any one country and can best be met when countries agree to cooperate in support of the implementation of an integrated program, such as the PIDS, knowing that the kind of support needed will change over time and require a different mix of financial support, capacity-building, knowledge-sharing and technology transfer. 

In this regard, the OAS can play an important role in helping to advance the Post-2015 agenda by helping to improve the quality of national development policies and strategies and the establishment of robust mutual accountability mechanisms that can serve as effective vehicles for development partners to jointly formulate, monitor and report on national development goals and targets through the use of robust indicators. 

As the chair of Inter-American Council for Integral Development, Ambassador Parsan hinted in his opening remarks there is also the opportunity to fuse the Post-2015 and the PIDS revision processes with the design of the Social Charter implementation plan and the design of the SEDI Strategic Plan

The incorporation of the P2015 agenda and more specifically the SDGs in the revision of the PIDS should not be difficult to accomplish given that the OAS already has mandates in thematic areas such as water, energy, sustainable cities, disaster risk reduction, climate change and ecosystems management and environmental rule of law; as well as our understanding that a more integrated approach is critical for sustainable and inclusive growth. 
This process opens up arenas for greater cooperation with parties in the Inter-American system and for strategic repositioning and rethinking of what the OAS does and where it can provide the most value added to support member state needs going forward.

The Secretariat is committed to supporting member states in this important process and we look forward to the visionary, shared approach for sustainable development that will emerge. 
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDI04496E01�








