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I.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING
A. Convocation
In resolution AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14), “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session, held in Asunción in June 2014, the member states extended the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) through 2015 and instructed the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) to meet on October 22 and 23, 2014, to initiate the review and update of the PIDS and to begin the preparations for holding the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development (Honduras, October 22–23, 2015). Pursuant to this mandate from the General Assembly, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), at its XXXIX regular meeting, held on June 30, 2014, decided to convene the Fourth Regular Meeting of the CIDS [CIDI/RES. 296 (XXXIX-O/14) corr. 1], which was held at OAS headquarters on October 22 and 23, 2014.
B. Participants


A total of 180 persons participated in the meetings, 100 of them representatives of 28 member states. Also present were observers from international organizations and civil society representatives (see:  CIDI/CIDS/doc.5/14, CIDI04515)

The meeting was further enriched by the participation of prominent figures, such as the Secretary of the Environment and Sustainable Development of Argentina, Omar Vicente Judis; the Vice Minister of the Environment and Energy of Costa Rica, Patricia Madrigal Cordero; the Minister of the Environment and Natural Resources of El Salvador, Lina Pohl; the Vice Minister of the Environment of Guatemala, Sergio Raúl Ruano Solares; the Executive Secretary of the National Council for Sustainable Development of Honduras, Francis Rafael Contreras; the Vice Minister of Planning, Juan T. Monegro, and the Vice Minister for Cooperation and International Affairs, Patricia Abreu Fernández, both of the Dominican Republic; the National Director for the Environment of Uruguay, Jorge Rucks; the Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs of the Department of State of the United States, Anne Hall; and the Regional Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, Patricia Benneke, among other distinguished personalities.
C. Inaugural Session

Welcoming remarks were made by:

· His Excellency Neil Parsan, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, Chair of CIDI
· His Excellency Francis Contreras, Undersecretary of Health and Executive Secretary of the National Council for Sustainable Development (CONADES) of Honduras, Chair of the CIDS
· His Excellency Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS 

Remarks by the Chair of CIDI


His Excellency Neil Parsan, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS and Chair of CIDI, pointed out in his opening remarks (see:  CIDI/CIDS/inf.7/14, CIDI04497) that dialogue was of great importance in terms of the contribution it could make to the attainment of the global aspirations set out in the outcome document—The Future We Want—adopted at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Río+20), held in Río de Janeiro, Brazil, in June 2012. One of the main outcomes of Río+20 was the agreement by member states to launch a process to develop a set of sustainable development goals for the future. Ambassador Parsan underscored the importance of considering these goals in the process of reviewing the PIDS and during the ministers’ policy dialogue in Honduras in 2015. 

Remarks by the Chair of the CIDS


His Excellency Francis Contreras, Undersecretary of Health and Executive Secretary of the National Council for Sustainable Development (CONADES) of Honduras, adding his words of welcome (see:  CIDI/CIDS/inf.10/14, CIDI04502), expressed the view that full human well-being required a healthy environment, social justice, and economic prosperity and, to that end, joint efforts were needed from the global to the local level to build bridges to sustainability through bodies like the OAS. He also said that that policy forum would gain strength as it provided a venue for reflecting on the progress made and yet to be made toward making a solid contribution to the sustainable development of the peoples of the Hemisphere.

Remarks by the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS

In his remarks, His Excellency Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States (see:  CIDI/CIDS/inf.5/14, CIDI04491), referred to the meeting’s importance to the common aim of influencing the global effort to fashion a Post-2015 Sustainable Development Agenda. He pointed out that the launch event held the previous day with member states and civil society had resulted in debate and the generation of perspectives presented in a frank and constructive manner. He said it was necessary to “take the lead in determining our ability to propel our countries, our people and our region towards the goals of sustainable development.” The Assistant Secretary General recalled that the Hemisphere recognized the special circumstances in the Hemisphere, which must face new challenges through cooperation and collective action among its independent states. Among those challenges was the notion of sustainable development which, in the OAS, was nearly four decades ahead of the Bruntland Commission’s report on the matter.
D. First Plenary Session:  Election of officers, adoption of the agenda, and establishment of the Style Committee
Adoption of the agenda and schedule

Dr. Francis Contreras, representative of Honduras, in his capacity as Chair of the CIDS, a position to which he was elected at the Third Regular Meeting of the CIDS, also held at OAS headquarters, in 2002, called to order the first plenary session of the Fourth Regular Meeting of the CIDS and placed before it for consideration the Draft Agenda, Draft Annotated Agenda, and Draft Schedule (CIDI/CIDS/doc.3/14, CIDI/CIDS/doc.4/14, and CIDI/CIDS/doc.1/14 respectively). The three documents were adopted.


Election of officers

Pursuant to Article 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the CIDS, the following officers were reelected:

· Chair: 

Honduras (Dr. Francis Contreras, Executive Secretary of the National Council for Sustainable Development and Undersecretary of Health)
· First Vice Chair
Barbados (Nicole Parris First Secretary, Alternate Representative of Barbados to the OAS)

· Second Vice Chair
Argentina (Dr. Omar Vicente Judis, Secretary of the Environment and Sustainable Development)



Establishment of the Style Subcommittee

Taking into account the work that the CIDS had before it and that the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development was the only document the Subcommittee would review, for style and for consistency among the language versions, before the CIDS submitted it to the ministers for adoption, the delegations decided that the Style Subcommittee would meet at the headquarters of the Organization and would consist of the following delegations:

· United States, for English
· Canada, for French
· Brazil, for Portuguese 

· Honduras, for Spanish
It was also decided that the meetings of the Style Subcommittee would be open to all delegations.
After completion of the items on the order of business for the first plenary session, Dr. Francis Contreras expressed his heartfelt appreciation for the confidence placed in Honduras and his satisfaction with the privilege and opportunity to work with all the member states of the Organization to build a working agenda that would make it possible to achieve inclusive sustainable development. Also, having been reelected as Chair, Dr. Contreras emphasized the importance of reactivating the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) and of holding its Fourth Regular Meeting at OAS headquarters, so that the CIDS might continue, as a matter of course, to pursue its purpose and carry out its functions, as established in its Rules of Procedure, in particular the following functions:
· To propose the formulation of OAS policy on matters of sustainable development;

· To promote, oversee, and evaluate the development and execution of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development and review the progress of the Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas; 

· To orient the coordination and follow-up of the decisions of the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development and relevant decisions of other Summits of the Americas; and 

· To support the preparation and follow-up of specialized or sectoral meetings at the ministerial level or its equivalent in the area of sustainable development, such as the one to be held in Honduras in 2015. 


Thereupon, the Chair called upon the delegations present to take advantage of the unparalled opportunity to work together to build a genuine agenda for sustainable development for the Americas—one that would enable us to be the first hemisphere with a concrete vision for action on the sustainable development goals (SDGs) and the post-2015 development agenda. Finally, in his capacity as Chair, Dr. Contreras said that the Fourth Regular Meeting should be the starting point for efforts to arrive at the Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development with an Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development that included a hemispheric agenda established with the participation of civil society and social stakeholders, on the basis of prior commitments and complementarity, without duplication, taking into account that the OAS, according to its Charter, is a regional agency of the United Nations.

The delegations of the United States and Mexico then took the floor, each in turn, to congratulate the officers on their reelection. For her part, Anne Hall, Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Oceans and International Environment and Scientific Affairs of the U.S. Department of State, recognized the efforts made by the Organization in sustainable development and how those efforts had resulted in important contributions to the region.

Ambassador Emilio Rabasa Gamboa, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the Organization, likewise drew attention to the work of the Organization in that area and emphasized the need for consistency with the process of defining the strategic vision of the OAS.
E. Second Plenary Session:  Follow-up of the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas and of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS)

The Chair called to order the second plenary session, which included two presentations:  one on agreed commitments and the other on implementation of the PIDS and the ministerial mandates. The presentations were followed by dialogues with experts, which helped provide a context for the discussions on the achievements and advances made since the adoption of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS), in 2006, and the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas, in 2010. 
Follow-up of the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas 



The first presentation of the session was made by the Deputy Minister of Planning of the Ministry of Economy, Planning, and Development of the Dominican Republic, Mr. Juan T. Monegro (see:  CIDI/CIDS/inf.8/14, CIDI04499), who underscored that the most important contributions of the Declaration of Santo Domingo (2010) at the policy level were recognition of the different levels of development and of economic, social, and environmental vulnerability of the states of the Hemisphere, the wealth of their ecosystems and their biological and cultural diversity, and the need to work in a spirit of solidarity to ensure that strategies, policies, plans, and programs were mutually supportive and contributed to sustainable development, to the eradication of hunger and poverty, and to peace and democracy in the Americas.

Deputy Minister Monegro emphasized that the Declaration centered on 29 action initiatives that reinforced the strategic areas of action of the current PIDS and that should be considered as actions complementary to the mandates of that program. The Deputy Minister also commended the convocation of the CIDS to enable it to properly carry out its functions with regard to the PIDS, the ministerial process, follow-up of the Summits of the Americas, and multilateral agreements, as envisaged by the states. The Deputy Minister also cited examples of successful outcomes of the Declaration of Santo Domingo, implementation of the Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation in Decision-Making for Sustainable Development (ISP), and the efforts to heighten young people’s awareness of the culture of sustainable development, emphasizing the importance of those actions in the political sphere.


Lastly, he added that the CIDS should identify options to measure the advances made in sustainable development in such a way that they could be compared across the region, taking available data into account and verifying that it was not duplicative, thus creating synergies with existing mechanisms in the context of the proposed sustainable development goals.

Implementation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS)


The presentation on the commitments assumed in the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas was complemented by the Secretariat’s presentation of the report on implementation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development, the full text of which was distributed as document CIDI/CIDS/inf.2/14. 
The presentation, made by Mr. Cletus Springer, Director of the Department of Sustainable Development of the OAS General Secretariat, served as the basis for the subsequent dialogue with experts on successful experiences and challenges in the implementation of the PIDS.
The dialogue held during that session was moderated by Jorge Rucks, National Environment Director of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay. The following experts took part:  Ronald Jackson, Executive Director of the Coordinating Unit of CDEMA; Rob Wing, Chief of Environment and Trade, Office of Environmental Quality and Transboundary Issues, Bureau of Oceans, Environment and Science, U.S. Department of State; Arnold Kreilhuber, Senior Specialist of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); and Roger S. Pulwarty, Senior Advisor for Climate and Director of the National Integrated Drought Information System of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), United States.
Mr. Jackson spoke about experiences in the Caribbean with respect to implementation of PIDS mandates on risk management and emphasized the need to continue linking the matter to the economic, social, and environmental pillars of sustainable development. For his part, Mr. Kreilhuber drew attention to the important partnership that existed between the OAS and UNEP concerning implementation of the PIDS and to the rule of law as a cohesive factor in attaining sustainable development, highlighting judicial training programs and enforcement of environmental legislation. Mr. Wing identified some successful efforts in the General Secretariat, such as support for the implementation of regional agreements like the one on the environment concluded between Central America and the United States. 
Mr. Pulwarthy commented on the linkage between the diverse strategic areas of action of the PIDS and climate change. He underscored the Secretary General’s efforts referred to in the Secretariat’s report, distributed as document CIDI/CIDS/inf.2/14. 

A discussion was then held among the Committee members, who were also afforded the opportunity to ask the experts and the Director of the Department of Sustainable Development questions on the matter presented. This resulted in an exchange of views and an analysis of the situation, with a view to identifying in general terms the challenges and opportunities facing the region and to beginning to reflect on the next PIDS. 
F. Third Plenary Session:  Review of the PIDS
Proposal by the Chair on Strategic Areas of Action for the PIDS

The Chair called to order the fourth plenary session, for an exchange of views and meaningful dialogue on the presentation of a proposal for strategic areas of action for the post-2015 PIDS, submitted by the Chair (see:  CIDI/CIDS/inf.12/14, CIDI04507). 

The Chair shared some thoughts on his vision for the new PIDS, using as a basis the concept note that had been distributed (see:  CIDI/CIDS/doc.2/14), which was drawn up by the Secretariat with inputs from more than 18 institutions that are part of the National Executive Committee established in Honduras to support the work of the Chair of the CIDS. 


The Chair’s proposal described the strides made toward sustainable development in the Hemisphere since the Summit of the Americas in Santa Cruz de la Sierra in 1996. It also noted that ministerial meetings had been promoted by presidents in the framework of the Summits process, which demonstrated the importance of the agenda.
The Chair proposed using the concept of sustainable development adopted in 1987 by the World Commission on Environment and Development, which defined the term for the first time as follows:  “development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

However, instead of focusing on static pillars, the Chair called for consideration of the concept in an integrated way, with its consolidated and complementary economic, social, and environmental dimensions, without leaving aside hemispheric peace and security.

In his presentation, the Chair underscored the synergies that existed between the PIDS review process and other processes within and outside the OAS. He also said that he shared the vision of the UN post-2015 development agenda, which sought inclusive, people-centered, and sustainable development, and it was therefore important to take advantage of synergies.

The proposal made by the Chair emphasized that the strategic areas of action identified for the new PIDS should contribute to implementation of the outcomes of Rio+20. They should also help formulate a common framework of action to address the four dimensions and three principles established by the UN in its “Future We Want” report. In other words, in the draft PIDS to be prepared by the Secretariat, the strategic areas should comprise the four dimensions of sustainable development (environmental sustainability, inclusive social development, inclusive economic development, and peace and security) and, within each of these, a selection would be made of the goals and enabling conditions which the OAS could contribute to in view of its added value. The proposal was distributed as document CIDI/CIDS/inf.12/14, CIDI04507, which may be consulted for further details.



Exchange of viewpoints on the review of the PIDS

In light of the Chair’s presentation, an exchange then took place among experts on the issues, to enable the Committee to benefit from different positions on priorities and possible strategic areas for the new PIDS.


The exchange of viewpoints was moderated by Peter Lallas, Senior Advisor to the Global Environment Facility (GEF). Participating as experts were Congressman Juan Antonio Hernández, Chair of the Social Development Committee of the National Congress of Honduras and Donnalyn Charles, Social Development Officer, Ministry of Sustainable Development, Energy, Science and Technology of Saint Lucia. 


Congressman Hernández underscored the importance of social inclusion in the context of sustainable development as well as the role of actors like legislators in processes of that type. He also commented on the steps to be taken to support the points presented by the Chair. For her part, Ms. Charles emphasized the need to take differences between states into account, in particular levels of development and such clear priorities as climate change.

Toward the end of the dialogue, Mr. Lallas highlighted the importance of implementation, pointing out that, if the implementation of the PIDS is to be effective, it must be reviewed in synergy with other processes, such as the GEF 2020 strategy.

The Committee took note of that exchange of views and engaged in a meaningful discussion, with member states making essential inputs and contributions so that necessary decisions could be taken on the review and update of the PIDS. The principal reflections of member states focused on the need to have the review of the PIDS consistent with the strategic vision of the Organization and with the process of defining the post-2015 sustainable development goals.

Bearing in mind the interesting comments made on the subject of the meeting, the Chair asked delegations to submit to the Department of Sustainable Development, in writing, their inputs on possible strategic areas of action for the new PIDS, as a contribution to the work to be carried out on the program’s review over the next few months. Likewise, it was agreed that the Secretariat would draw up a form for the receipt of inputs from the member states, which were to be submitted by December 15, 2014.
G. Fourth Plenary Session:  Toward Honduras 2015:  Building a Post-2015 Sustainable Development Agenda for the Americas
The Chair called to order the fourth plenary session, which discussed the roadmap drawn by the Chair for arriving at the ministerial meeting in Honduras with a defined agenda in the framework of the PIDS.
Presentation of the processes for reviewing the PIDS and preparing for the Third Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, given by the Chair
The roadmap for the processes of reviewing the PIDS and preparing for the Third Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development was presented by Mrs. Xiomara Cubas, Technical Coordinator of the National Council for Sustainable Development (CONADES) of Honduras.

Decisions on preparatory activities were taken in light of her presentation, distributed as document CIDI/CIDS/inf.15/14. They fell into three categories:

1. CIDS preparatory meetings;
2. Meetings to receive inputs from civil society organizations and social stakeholders; and
3. Complementary side activities to make various segments of the population more aware of the PIDS and of the ministerial meeting.
It was decided that the process would be carried out according to a timetable adopted by the meeting and distributed as document CIDI/CIDS/inf.11/14, CIDI04503.
However, it was agreed that the dates would be flexible in view of the other processes under way in connection with the subject, including the Seventh Summit of the Americas, and of the need to take advantage of synergies.

It was further decided that two CIDS preparatory meetings would be held, the first at OAS headquarters and the second in a member country, in order to bring the discussion closer to the member states. Offers to host the latter meeting should be made in writing. They would be accepted in the order of their receipt and be communicated to the delegations.
Given the importance of the undertaking and of the PIDS as a hemispheric programming instrument and as established by both the General Assembly and the Rules of Procedure of the CIDS, it was decided that the two gatherings of the Committee, tentatively scheduled for March and July, would be convened as a single CIDS meeting for the sole purpose of reviewing and updating the PIDS, but which would have two venues to afford other countries the opportunity to participate actively in the process by hosting the Committee.


It was agreed that those gatherings would enable the CIDS, as a committee, to reach consensus on the strategic areas of action and the contents of the new PIDS to be adopted by the ministers in Honduras.
Presentation of the logo for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development
Following the adoption of the aforementioned agreements, the results were given of the contest to select the official logo of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, to be held in Honduras in 2015.

The Chair pointed out that the contest had been announced in Honduran universities with strong design programs. He also mentioned that innovative ideas, colors, and shapes had been presented.
The Chair noted that the selection of the winning entry from a field of nine designs, all from CEUTEC University, had been made by a CONADES representative, a representative of academia, and a representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Honduras. Each of the logos had great potential. However, the three finalists were outstanding because of their technical, symbolic, and philosophical characteristics, which met the expectations of the selection board.
The Chair announced that, after deliberations, it was decided to rank the best designs as follows:  first place, HENRY ROMERO, for the “conch” design; second place, EDNA CARDENAS, for the “crescents” design; and third place, GUSTAVO TORREZ, for the “man embracing flower” design.

Finally, the Chair indicated that HENRY ROMERO’s “conch” design would be used to identify the building of the post-2015 agenda for sustainable development and the Meeting of Ministers. That logo would be used on a commemorative postage stamp to be issued to mark that historic meeting in Honduras. The stamp would be in circulation beginning in January 2015.

The meeting decided to send a letter of appreciation and congratulations to that young man, on behalf of all countries of the Hemisphere. To conclude consideration of this agenda item, an audiovisual presentation (CIDI/CIDS/inf.14/14, CIDI04511) was made, which is available at the following link:  https://vimeo.com/110297966.
Presentation by civil society and key social stakeholders
Subsequently, the meeting had an opportunity to consider some of civil society’s views on the work of the CIDS, taking into account the outcomes of the dialogue “Building a Post-2015 Sustainable Development Agenda for the Americas,” moderated by Glenda Umaña of CNN with the participation of civil society, academia, and other key stakeholders—a dialogue that made use of the Internet and social media. That presentation underscored the strong culture of participation within the OAS and the existence of such instruments as the Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation in Decision-Making for Sustainable Development. Mrs. Alejandra Goyenechea of the organization Defenders of Wildlife shared the views of civil society with the Committee, among them civil society’s insistence that attention be paid to the prevention of environmental problems, transparency in environmental impact processes, education, political resolve, green taxes, indigenous populations and their inclusion in dialogue, and the isolation of populations in the Hemisphere, among other matters. Mrs. Goyenechea concluded by saying it was essential to focus on two factors:  striking a balance between what had to be done and what could be done and the need to increase prevention and awareness in the region. The views of civil society were subsequently distributed to delegations in document CIDI/CIDS/inf.16/14, CIDI04516.
Links to the Summits of the Americas process
Bringing that plenary session to a close and with a view to the next meeting of Heads of State of the Americas, which would discuss the challenge of cooperation in the Americas in the context of prosperity and equity, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez, Secretary of External Affairs and Secretary of the Summits Process, took the floor to make a presentation on ties between the ministerial process on sustainable development and the Summits of the Americas process. His presentation was distributed as document CIDI/CIDS/inf.9/14, CIDI04500.
H. Fifth Plenary Session:  Summary of the Committee’s work:  Advancing toward a common agenda

At the outset of that plenary session, the Chair gave the floor to Cletus Springer, Director of the Department of Sustainable Development, who made a brief analytical presentation of the discussions during the two days of the meeting.
Presentation by the Secretariat on the results of the meeting 

Director Springer summarized some of the results of the meeting, among them the agreement to keep the basis of the present PIDS and to include some mechanism for measuring advances and outcomes linked to the sustainable development goals under consideration at the multilateral level. He referred to the discussion on some topics, like the need to examine ties between trade, development, and natural disasters; integration into the new PIDS of “natural capital accounting,” whereby countries would incorporate their natural capital assets into their national accounts; recognition of challenges in the search for sustainable development; and the need to take the undesired consequences of the process into account.
Director Springer concluded his analysis by pointing out that it was the meeting’s consensus that advances had been made “in the areas of water, disaster risk management, sustainable cities, and governance and the rule of law in environmental matters.” Lastly, he underscored the importance of coordinating the new PIDS with the new sustainable development goals that were currently under discussion in the open working group of the United Nations General Assembly and as stipulated by the OAS General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session, held in Asunción. 
Following Director Springer’s presentation, the floor was opened to participating delegations for a final exchange of views. 


Dialogue among the members of the Committee
As a result of the dialogue, it was decided that the Secretariat should present a revised version of the report on implementation of the PIDS (CIDI/CIDS/doc.2/14) to ensure that the report’s structure was in line with that of the PIDS and reflected the program’s strategic areas of action. Likewise, it was decided that the Secretariat might include a separate information document on other projects carried out under other mandates. 

I. Closing Session
At the outset of the closing session, the Chair thanked all delegations and the Secretariat team for their participation, their support, and their commitment to sustainable development and gave the floor to Mrs. Sherry Tross, Executive Secretary for Integral Development of the OAS, for closing remarks (see:  CIDI/CIDS/inf.6/14, CIDI04496). The Executive Secretary brought the Fourth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) to a close with a call to take advantage of the current confluence of various processes and regional and global initiatives on how to achieve economic growth that was compatible with social and environmental well-being. “What we see today is a confluence of different processes, whether we are talking about the “Samoa pathway” or the “future we want” document or the sustainable development goals, what we really see happening in all these processes and here at the OAS is an opportunity to align what we are doing organizationally, hemispherically with what is happening at the global level,” said Executive Secretary Tross. “These opportunities don’t happen that often when you have this kind of alignment of the stars, so we can capitalize on that in a way that’s going to reap dividends for us in the future,” she added.
In the process currently under way in which the CIDS is to recommend the adoption of a new Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS), the OAS official emphasized the importance of the following points:  having action-oriented goals at the hemispheric level but that take into account national circumstances; integration of economic, social, and environmental issues; and recognition of the importance of reducing poverty and inequality.
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