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PRESENTATION BY THE DELEGATION OF HONDURAS TO THE COMMITTEE ON PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT POLICIES OF CIDI, OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT AGENDA AND ANNOTATED AGENDA FOR THE FOURTH REGULAR MEETING OF
 THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT – CIDS

AND
SUBMISSION OF ITS CANDIDACY FOR REELECTION
AS CHAIR OF THE CIDS

The delegation of Honduras is pleased to present the draft Agenda and Annotated Agenda for the Fourth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS), to be held on October 22 and 23, 2014, at OAS headquarters. 

Our country has an unwavering commitment to sustainable development, which springs from the concerns, needs, hopes, and dreams of its people. We are laying the foundations for the nation’s development, the essential pillars of which are the recovery of peace, stimulation of the economy and investment to create jobs, transparency, and equitable and inclusive development in harmony with nature. 

We share the view that complete human well-being, “a better life,” requires a healthy environment, social justice, and economic prosperity, and that, if this is to be achieved, joint efforts from the global to the local level are essential, thereby building bridges to sustainability through such forums as the Organization of American States.

Accordingly, we must work together to draw up a genuine sustainable development agenda for the Americas, one enabling us to be the first hemisphere with a concrete vision for action with regard to the sustainable development goals (SDGs) and the post-2015 development agenda, based on the following four principles:

1. Integrated development that promotes multiple benefits simultaneously through the three dimensions of sustainable development (social, environmental, and economic), ensuring that poverty eradication and environmental sustainability go hand in hand.

2. Equality in access to natural resources and to the benefits of a healthy environment, as well as to participation in decision-making processes, is essential to both environmental sustainability and human development.

3. A human-rights-based approach to environmental sustainability recognizes that the realization of human rights depends on a healthy environment.

4. The resilience of communities to withstand future shocks, without undoing the gains made to date in human well-being, depends on the vital role of natural resources and ecosystems.

The Fourth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS), as the political forum responsible for defining the Organization’s guidelines in the area of sustainable development and the environment, is precisely the appropriate forum in which to reflect on the ground we have covered and have yet to cover as an organization to contribute with firm strides to the sustainable development of our peoples.
In this regard, items 4 and 5 contain the substance of the agenda proposed for this meeting. They will focus on the analysis of, and reflection and dialogue on, the commitments, advances, successful experiences, and challenges since the adoption of the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas and the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS), on the basis of inputs provided by the Department of Sustainable Development of the General Secretariat.

Likewise, under the substantive agenda items, the CIDS will engage in a dialogue on priorities, necessary steps, and important factors in constructing a post-2015 sustainable development agenda for the Americas through a review and updating of the PIDS and through the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Sustainable Development, taking the necessary decisions to review and update the PIDS from the viewpoint of effective implementation.

The preparatory work for the CIDS meeting has begun at the national level in Honduras through the establishment of a National Executive Committee, chaired by the National Council for Sustainable Development (CONADES) of the Office of the President of the Republic. 

This committee will hold local activities, with the participation of the ministries and agencies responsible for sustainable development in the country, so as to take advantage of the synergies between priorities and work at the hemispheric level and efforts at the country level.

A competition is currently being organized for young people in the region to select the logo for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Sustainable Development, which will be held in our country in 2015. Additional details about the competition will be provided at the CIDS meeting.
The National Executive Committee is hopeful that this CIDS meeting will be the starting point of efforts enabling us to arrive at the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Sustainable Development in Honduras with an Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development that incorporates a hemispheric agenda established on the basis of prior commitments and complementarity, without duplication, taking into account the status of our organization as a regional agency of the United Nations, in accordance with the OAS Charter:  an agenda that will take into account the principles of our Charter and the guidelines provided by the Summits of the Americas process, our General Assembly, and the political bodies of the Organization; an agenda that will ensure that no one in the Americas is left behind, mindful also of the fact that poverty is a multiplier of vulnerability and of the need to create conditions for peace beyond borders, as we are doing in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras with our Trifinio Brotherhood Biosphere at the intersection point of the three countries, pursuant to the treaty that was signed and continues to be implemented with OAS support. 

Distinguished delegates:

Honduras is opening its doors to the Hemisphere with the firm intent of contributing to a better understanding and to progress in the implementation of effective policies that can reach the less-served majorities and locations of our region, ensuring that the sustainable development of our countries will become increasingly tangible.
The procedural matters on the agenda include the election of officers. We hope to receive the support and collaboration of all delegations in continuing to serve as Chair of the CIDS and in the success of the deliberations that we hope to engage in during this fourth meeting and during the process it will initiate.

My thanks to the Chair of the Committee for giving me the opportunity and the time to share Honduras’s vision with you. I would like to conclude with words spoken by our president: Clearly, the achievement of our ideals lies in moving forward together, in remaining united.

Thank you very much.
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