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WELCOMING REMARKS BY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO TO THE OAS, CHAIR OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT, H.E. AMBASSADOR NEIL PARSAN
(Delivered at the inaugural session held on October 22, 2014)
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· His Excellency Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS

· Heads of Delegation

· Alternate Representatives

· Members of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)

Good morning, 

I would first of all like to thank all of you for being part of the IV Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development. 

Permit me too to express my sincere thanks, on behalf of all OAS Member States to the Government and people of Honduras for offering to lead this vital process as Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) and as host of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities Ministerial on Sustainable Development to be held in 2015.  

A decision by any OAS Member State to host a Ministerial Meeting is a sacrifice that is fully appreciated. We see this as yet another powerful sign of Honduras’ strong and continuing commitment to advancing the principles of multilateralism and horizontal cooperation within our beloved Hemisphere. 

This meeting is taking place at a very opportune time. It coincides with the start of intergovernmental negotiations at the United Nations on a Post-2015 Development Agenda and precedes by a matter of weeks, the 20th Conference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change to be held in Lima, Peru from 1st to 14th December, 2014, and the 8th Summit of the Americas scheduled for Panama next year.

As you are aware, Ladies and Gentlemen, this process of reviewing and revising the Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development (PIDS) to be adopted at the Ministerial Meeting in Honduras next year, is of great importance not only in the charting of a fresh course for the activities to be undertaken by Member States and the relevant OAS organs that deal with Sustainable Development, but also in terms of the contribution this dialogue can make in the attainment of global ideals and aspirations set out in the Future We Want, the outcome document adopted at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in June 2012.  One of the main outcomes of the Rio+20 Conference, was the agreement by Member States to launch a process to develop a set of sustainable development goals (SDGs) for achieving a sustainable future. A 30-member Open Working Group (OWG) of the UN General Assembly was established in 2013 and was tasked with preparing a proposal on the SDGs.

Sustainable development is one of three (3) principal thematic areas of the Secretariat for Integral Development – the others being, human development; and social and economic development.  These all fall under the direction of the Council for Integral Development – CIDI – of which I have the honour to chair as the Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Together, these three (3) thematic areas constitute the essence of the draft sustainable development goals (SDGs) which have been developed by the UN Open Working Group. Nearly every single draft goal is directly or indirectly related to the work of SEDI. 

I believe that, apart from defining a post-2015 hemispheric sustainable development agenda, the OAS through SEDI can play a critical role in the intergovernmental processes that are in train to address climate change, disaster risk management and sustainable development, among others. There exists within SEDI a wealth of unique and effective instruments and programs that work and which have stood the test of time to do just this. In addition to the PIDs - the Inter-American Program on Sustainable Development - there are other instruments such as the Social Charter of the Americas, and the Inter-American Strategy for Public Participation in Decision-making for Sustainable Development (ISP); as well as, a complement of successful networks on themes related to social protection, water, disaster risk management, energy; and environmental law. 

CIDI has at its disposal the UN version of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) under whose auspices the post-2015 Development Agenda is being negotiated. As a regional organization of the UN, the OAS and its Member States are well placed to play lead roles in the Post-2015 process.  I am delighted that this process we are inaugurating today, provides the perfect platform to play such roles. 


Both CIDI and SEDI are fully committed to remaining fully engaged in the post-2015 Development Agenda as it evolves, particularly in the definition of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The integral aspect of our work at the OAS is instrumental for the future implementation of the Post 2015 Agenda. 

The last United Nations General Assembly called for better coordination among institutions - international, national and also local governments, and a more cohesive approach to be able to respond to all three dimensions of its sustainable agenda - inclusive economic growth, social development and protection of the environment. 

Today’s meeting is yet another event that brings this debate to life in the region and promotes a strong institutional base that enhances integral, inter-sectoral and cooperative work among and between all stakeholders. 

Thank you once again to all of you for your participation at, and commitment to defining the sustainable development agenda for our hemisphere. May your deliberations be engaging, focused and productive.

I thank you.
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