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REPORT OF THE

FIFTH REGULAR MEETING

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON CULTURE

I. INTRODUCTION
This document contains the final report of the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC), held on March 21 and 22, 2013, at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., United States. The report includes a summary of the discussions that took place during the meeting. 

The "List of Documents", which is included as annex at the end of the report, contains the documents that were distributed at the meeting, including links to the translations that are available. Those documents can also be seen on the web page of the OAS's Office of Education and Culture (OEC), the meeting's technical secretariat (Documents of the V Regular Meeting of the CIC).

This report was prepared by the Office of Education and Culture (OEC) of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture (DHDEC) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) of the Organization of American States, which serves as the CIC's technical secretariat.

II. BACKGROUND

At their first meeting, held in Cartagena de Indias in 2002, the Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities created the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) as a technical and political body for discussing and following up on the mandates handed down by the Summits of the Americas and by the inter-American ministerial meetings on culture. Since 2004, in response to and pursuit of the ministerial mandates, and with the support of its Technical Secretariat,  the CIC has coordinated a series of projects and activities in order to enrich the political dialogue and strengthen inter-American cooperation in the area of culture.

The CIC is made up of a representative of the ministry of culture or equivalent institution from each of the OAS member states.

Since its launch in 2003, the CIC has held four regular meetings: in 2003 (Mexico City), and in 2005, 2007, and 2009 (OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C.). In addition, two on-site special meetings were convened in 2006 and 2010, in order to begin preparations for the ministerial meetings and the Inter-American Year of Culture (2011), and to review the draft work plans. In addition, on November 5 to 14, 2012, by means of an on-line forum, the Third Special Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture was held to design the culture program of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) for the 2011-2013 cycle (CIDI/CIC/RE.3/doc.9/12). The CIC also organized meetings of authorities to design its work plans in 2009 and 2010 (on-site) and in 2012 (by videoconference).


Since its Fourth Regular Meeting in November 2009, the CIC has been organizing its work in accordance with the Plan of Action to Increase Cultural Cooperation in the Americas. The current Work Plan (2012-2013) maintains the two central lines or pillars agreed on in the earlier versions since 2009:

1.
Creating institutional capacity and creative industries:  increasing economic growth and promoting development through culture.

2.
Promoting social inclusion:  culture as a tool for youth participation and promoting intercultural dialogue.

The CIC has been pursuing its Work Plan in accordance with those two pillars (CIDI/CIC/doc.5/13) and it reported on its progress in that regard to the delegates at its Fifth Regular Meeting, with a view to obtaining renewed guidelines for continuing its work.

At the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, held on November 9 and 10, 2011, reports were presented on the progress made under the umbrella of inter-American cooperation. In addition, that ministerial meeting also elected a new board of officers for the CIC. Thus, for the period 2011-2013, its authorities are:

Chair:  Peru

Vice Chairs:  Canada, United States, Guatemala, and Haiti

III. PARTICIPANTS

The meeting was attended by delegations from 27 OAS member states. The list of participants, published as document (CIDI/CIC/doc.7/13), includes the delegations of the member states and the representatives of observer countries, international organizations, and civil society bodies in attendance at the CIC's Fifth Regular Meeting. 

IV. PROCEEDINGS

A.
Inauguration

The inaugural session was held on March 21, 2013, in the Dr. José Gustavo Guerrero Room of the OAS Main Building in Washington, D.C. The inauguration of the CIC's Fifth Regular Meeting began with welcoming addresses from the OAS's Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Ms. Sherry Tross, and the Chair of the CIC, Mr. Rafael Varón Gabai, Vice Minister for Heritage and Cultural Industries at the Ministry of Culture of Peru. 

The Executive Secretary of SEDI welcomed the delegations to the Organization's headquarters. She spoke of the richness and diversity of the Americas, where culture is a source of identity, social cohesion, and economic growth–an acknowledgement also set down in the CIDI strategic plan. She said that the mandates document arising from the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held in 2012 in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, emphasized the role of cultural industries in attaining economic growth with equity and social inclusion. She also spoke of the Social Charter of the Americas, adopted at the General Assembly held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, in June 2012, in which the member states undertook to "promote inclusive and participatory cultural development policies that include programs to support cultural and creative industries; to preserve and protect cultural heritage; and to respect and promote cultural diversity." She stressed the importance of producing cultural goods and services and their contribution to economic growth, and also acknowledged that the sector's potential for development had not yet been reached. She therefore underscored the importance of working on the challenges still pending:  promoting the creative talents that exist in the member states and promoting horizontal technical cooperation to train resources, bearing in mind the unique and shared characteristics of our cultural heritage, history, and biodiversity throughout the Americas. 

The Chair of the CIC acknowledged the importance of culture for integral development and identified it as a factor for integrating peoples; he also emphasized that there was still much to do to make awareness of culture a predominant factor for development. One of the challenges, he said, was the danger of destruction threatening the region's monumental heritage, due to urban expansion and the unchecked growth of cities, the pushing back of agricultural borders, and trafficking in cultural heritage properties. He also referred to states' inability to manage their heritage sites correctly and underscored the fundamental need for collaboration between countries, at the political level and among their customs, police, and technical services. He added that there were communities in the region that see their monumental heritage as an impediment to growth and development, and that the states still faced the challenge of incorporating the past into current development and of giving it a contemporary social use. He concluded by emphasizing the possibility of promoting a dialogue among the region's countries and providing an overview of the topics on the meeting's agenda. 

B.
First Plenary Session: Objectives of the Meeting and Report on the Work Plan of the Inter-American Committee on Culture
The Chair of the CIC then presented the delegations with the draft agenda (CIDI/CIC/doc.2/13 rev. 1), annotated agenda (CIDI/CIC/doc.3/13 rev. 2), and work schedule (CIDI/CIC/doc.4/13 rev. 3), which were adopted without modifications.

The Chair gave the floor to Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the OAS Office of Education and Culture, which serves as the CIC's technical secretariat. Ms. Yaffee García presented the document "Report from the Chair and the Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC)" (CIDI/CIC/doc.6/13), providing details on initiatives pursued as a part of the CIC's Work Plan since the fourth regular meeting in 2009. She also provided details on progress with the CIC's 2012-2013 Work Plan, which, she said, was a constantly evolving document and would be addressed in greater depth during the course of the meeting. She supplemented her report with a PowerPoint presentation. CIDI/CIC/INF.5/13)
The Director gave a brief overview of the actions undertaken by the CIC since its last regular meeting, in accordance with the two pillars or lines of work: "increasing economic growth and promoting development through culture" and "promoting social inclusion:  culture as a tool for youth participation and promoting intercultural dialogue." She also spoke of the crosscutting initiatives pursued in recent years, such as the organization in 2011 of the Inter-American Year of Culture, the technical secretariat's support for the inclusion of culture in the design of the recently adopted Social Charter of the Americas, and the completion of a study titled "Culture in the Organization of American States:  Retrospective (1889-2013)." She noted the achievements of the "Culture and Development" project and the ministers' instructions to continue developing the portfolio of good practices and technical cooperation missions. She spoke of the progress with the innovative project on cultural heritage in the Caribbean and a new study underway into the economic impact of creative industries in the Americas by the Oxford Economics consulting company, commissioned by the OAS in partnership with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the British Council, and she said that both projects would be explored in greater detail during the course of the meeting.

She expressed her gratitude for the support given by the member states and observer countries, other international institutions, and civil society in the execution of this work plan, particularly those member countries that provide the CIC with financial support. 

The Chair of the Meeting acknowledged the work carried out by the CIC technical secretariat and congratulated them on it. He also noted the Committee's pending work on furthering the topic of culture and development and on incorporating the cultural component as a key factor in social inclusion. The floor was then opened for comments. 

Several delegations congratulated the CIC's Chair and technical secretariat for their work and for the report. The delegation of Canada thanked the Organization of American States for preserving French as one of its official languages. The delegation of Guatemala requested the floor to report that in November 2012, Guatemala City had hosted the Tenth General Assembly of the Latin American Indigenous Fund; it went on to recommend that the CIC's work plan promote the role of indigenous peoples in culture, and it said that this fund could work with the OAS on actions taken within that framework. The delegation of Barbados underscored the essential role of culture in development and noted the importance of the projects presented at a time of financial crisis and scarce human resources. Finally, the Chair of the CIC noted his gratitude for the external financial contributions made to the OAS regular budget, which enabled many of the Committee's activities to be carried out.
C.
Second Plenary Session: Culture and Development:  a) Arts, creativity, and new technologies as opportunities for social inclusion and job creation

This session was moderated by Mr. Rafael Varón Gabai, Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Culture and Vice Minister for Heritage and Cultural Industries at the Peruvian Ministry of Culture. 

1.
Creativity and new technologies: Putting them in context
The first presentation was given by Mr. M. Scott Poole, Director of the Institute for Computing in Humanities, Arts, and Social Science (I-CHASS) of the University of Illinois, who provided information on that institute's programs. He began by saying that the Institute's mission is to promote the use of technology in the humanities, social sciences, and culture, seeking to promote interdisciplinary efforts and to facilitate the use of leading-edge technological tools in projects in areas including the humanities, social sciences and culture. He spoke of the project underway with the Smithsonian Institution (Washington, D.C., United States) with the aim of preserving endangered languages in various indigenous communities, including some in Alaska, through the use of high-tech tools. He also spoke of the OAS-ARTCA project, which is an initiative being carried out by I-CHASS, the OAS, and the U.S. National Center for Supercomputing Applications. It seeks to expand the Institute's mission throughout the Hemisphere, emphasizing the advantages of using leading-edge technologies in projects relating to the social sciences, humanities, and culture. Finally, he noted the interest of I-CHASS in pursuing projects with other countries of the region wishing to develop initiatives to promote the use of cutting-edge technologies to promote culture and regional integration. (CIDI/CIC/INF.6/13 corr.1)

2.
Socio-economic approach to culture in Canada
Mr. Gordon Platt, Director for Strategic Policy and International and Intergovernmental Affairs at Canadian Heritage, presented the document "Social and Economic Benefits:  Canada's Cultural Policy Toolkit." He said that the department, under the mandate handed down in 2012, was working on the implementation of a policy to coordinate programs in the areas of culture, sports, heritage and official languages and to tie them in with socio-economic benefits (such as economic prosperity linked to social inclusion). He explained that these programs are currently classified into four categories:  human capital, social capital, economic prosperity, and well-being with quality of life. The goal of the policy is to produce an integrated strategic approach to provide tangible evidence of the real social and economic benefits of investing in culture, and to raise the awareness thereof among the decision-makers responsible for those benefits. To conclude, he provided several examples of initiatives that follow this approach, including the Digital Economy Strategy, the modernization of copyright law, the Audiovisual Co-production strategy, the arts programs, and the official languages roadmap. (CIDI/CIC/INF.7/13)

3.
Presentation of the Animérica project
Mr. Félix Lossio Chávez, Director General for Cultural Industries and the Arts at the Vice Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Cultural Industries, Ministry of Culture of Peru, gave a presentation on the Animérica project. The general objective of this project is promote the development of the digital audiovisual industry in the region, to obtain a social impact, and to foster regional integration. The initiative involves the production of three short films per year, one per country, on topics with a social impact such as the promotion of citizenship, environmental stewardship, etc. These short films or animations will be disseminated in the OAS member states and at cultural centers, universities, etc. The project's specific objectives are the following:  developing and strengthening local capacities through training workshops given to 10 or 15 young people (one workshop per participating country) and the subsequent dissemination of the basic tutorial materials produced by the students; strengthening regional ties, through the promotion of these short films dealing with common themes; and the promotion of the short films to secure market access for them, providing new outlets for young people interested in the digital animation industry. Mr. Lossio Chávez said that other member states could join this initiative in the future and be included among the countries that are, in coordination, executing this project. (CIDI/CIC/INF.10/13)

4.
Comments by delegations
The moderator stressed the need for the arts to embrace such tools as new technologies, as was happening in other areas. He spoke of Canada's experience with measuring the impact of its policies as a need for the implementation of long-term initiatives. The floor was then opened to the delegations.
The delegation of the Dominican Republic noted its interest in participating in the Animérica project, through the country's General Directorate of Cinema. The delegation of Costa Rica spoke of its experience with the Parque de la Libertad and of its wish for that experience to be included in the portfolio of good practices; it also noted Costa Rica's interest in participating in the digital animation training workshops offered by the Animérica project. The moderator then proposed creating a channel of communications for other countries to join the project; he also noted that it was in need of funding. The delegation of Barbados said that its country was organizing a competition in which young people would be invited to design an animated virtual tour of the island's heritage. The delegation of Colombia asked panelist Gordon Platt for information on the methodology developed for assessing the impact of culture, according to the four categories he had described. The delegation of Canada replied that implementation of this strategy was still at the preliminary stage; it would be followed by validation in the second stage and, in the third, by an assessment of its impact. It concluded by saying that once the measurement method had been developed, it would be shared with the member states. 

D.
Third Plenary Session: Culture and Development:  a) Arts, creativity, and new technologies as opportunities for social inclusion and job creation
The session was moderated by Ms. Diane Haylock, President of the National Institute of Culture and History of Belize. The moderator offered some brief remarks on the session's topics, and she stressed the importance of young people's involvement in and commitment toward issues that affect society; she made particular mention of the Caribbean, where 60% of the population is aged under 30.
1.
Art and social inclusion
Mr. Nigel Clarke, Executive Director of Jamaica's National Youth Orchestra, presented the experiences with implementing the OASIS project in Jamaica. This project focuses on at-risk youth and aims to reorient young people's free time by involving them in musical education as a way to prevent violence and reduce school drop-out rates. Mr. Clarke made special reference to the joint work carried out from the onset by representatives of the government, the private sector, and music schools to implement this initiative, which was financed with FEMCIDI seed funding. This teamwork format was able to guarantee the project's sustainability. Finally, he said that partnerships, technical know-how, and international cooperation networks were essential in ensuring the success of initiatives that pursue social inclusion through music. (CIDI/CIC/INF.11/13) 

2.
Developing our cultural industries…together

In her presentation, Ms. Ingrid Ryan-Ruben, Director of Culture at the Ministry of the Arts and Multiculturalism of Trinidad and Tobago, stressed the multifaceted approach that her country was using for the development of its cultural industries. She showcased the studies of policies, development, and cultural heritage that had led to the creation of a framework of government initiatives in the areas of multiculturalism and culture. A national culture policy had also been designed, based on four priorities:  promotion of creativity in the arts, preservation of cultural heritage, development of sustainable creative industries, and social cohesion. Ms. Ryan-Ruben spoke of the plan to produce a national map to identify cultural goods and resources, an inventory of tangible and intangible heritage projects, a national register of artists and culture workers, tax incentives, and training in the arts through universities, all in the context of the subsequent design of a national strategy for the development of creative industries. This strategy will be coordinated with other public sector agencies to avoid the duplication of efforts and ensure increased efficiency in the implementation of policies. In concluding, she thanked Argentina for the training on cultural information systems it had offered the nations of the Caribbean under the aegis of the OAS, which she described as having been very useful. (CIDI/CIC/INF.12/13).
3.
Projects submitted to FEMCIDI:  Strengthening social inclusion through culture
The moderator invited the delegations to speak briefly about the initiatives they had submitted to the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) under the topic "Strengthening social inclusion through culture" (CEPCIDI/doc.1012/11 rev. 2). The delegation of Panama provided details on the "Open-air Cinema: The New Voice of Youth" project presented to the fund by the country, in which Costa Rica and Guatemala were also beneficiaries. It also spoke of the music camps for at-risk youth organized in Panama. (CIDI/CIC/RE.3/doc.6/12)

In turn, the delegation of Colombia spoke about its project "Youth network for creative exchange and artistic production" (CIDI/CIC/RE.3/doc.4/12), which it had presented to FEMCIDI in conjunction with Uruguay and Peru. This project strengthens experiences in the three countries and seeks to promote initiatives for social inclusion through music and with a component of new technologies. (CIDI/CIC/RE.3/doc.9/12)

4.
Comments by delegations
The moderator invited comments from the delegations. The delegation of Haiti spoke of the creation of the National Music Institute and of its project working with young orphans. It proposed an exchange effort with Jamaica's project. It also noted the importance of rescuing nontangible heritage, such as ancient and African languages. The delegation of Guatemala spoke of its orchestra programs intended to help prevent crime; given that culture ministries are generally low on resources, it also suggested forging partnerships with other ministries to fund these cultural initiatives, as its own ministry of culture had done with the interior ministry. It also suggested that countries or regions could approach donors belonging to international cooperation agencies with proposals for joint projects. The delegation of Costa Rica referred to the Central American Youth Orchestra, and the financial support it has received from Taiwan. The delegation of Bolivia said it was important to give artists social security in addition to recognition. Finally, the delegation of Dominican Republic said it was important for the member states to have laws to support cultural development, such as the Dominican Republic's Patronage Law, which could be addressed in an OAS recommendation.
E.
Fourth Plenary Session: Culture and Development: b) Cultural heritage: Protection and preservation to consolidate the national/regional identity needed for integral development
1.
Expanding the socio-economic potential of cultural heritage in the Caribbean. Phase I:   Needs assessment and project selection


Progress with implementation of the project “Expanding the socio-economic potential of cultural heritage in the Caribbean. Phase I:  evaluation of needs and project selection” was presented by Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the OAS Office of Education and Culture, and Mr. Gustavo Araoz, principal partner of Coherit Associates, the consulting firm that is implementing the project. Director García said that following the workshops on the protection of cultural heritage organized by the CIC in the Andean and Mesoamerican subregions a few years ago, the Caribbean nations had asked the CIC to work on that topic in their subregion. In 2012, thanks to the financial contribution made by the mission of the United States to the OAS, that line of support in the subregion was agreed on through the project in question. Mr. Araoz then presented the progress with execution and pointed out that its goals were set by the same people responsible for the management and care of heritage assets in the participating countries. The project is at the first phase of implementation, which includes a survey of the heritage situation in the region, with equal weight given to tangible and intangible heritage properties. He reported that surveys had been out to, and replies were being received from, representatives of the governmental, nongovernmental, and private sectors in each country. He also said that a meeting in Barbados was being planned, at which the region's strengths and weaknesses in the protection and sustainable use of heritage assets would be discussed. In the project's second phase, pilot model projects will be selected and their results and impact will be monitored and measured. He underscored the countries' desire to strengthen regional cooperation networks and spoke of the general reductions in funding for the protection of cultural heritage. (CIDI/CIC/INF.3/13)
2.
Comments by delegations

The Chair of the CIC opened the floor to the delegations. Many delegations applauded the work underway to protect cultural heritage in the Caribbean, and some of the Caribbean delegations asked specific questions about the survey sent to their countries. The delegate of Panama suggested that a similar experience be conducted in Central America, and he underscored the importance of striking a balance between heritage protection and progress. The delegation of Paraguay noted the urgent need to protect native languages from the threat of extinction. It said that in the case of Paraguay, more than 50% of the population spoke Guarani primarily, with 70% competent in both Guarani and Spanish. He explained that in general Guarani was not used as a written language, and went on to say that in Paraguay another 22 languages were spoken besides the two official languages. He then requested that the delegations coordinate at the regional level to protect the spirit of language, and he recommended that actions be taken to foster the social inclusion of groups excluded by reason of speaking different or minority languages. The delegation of Costa Rica proposed that Central America could join in a second stage of this heritage project through the "Caribbean Cultural Corridor" that is being implemented under the Central American Education and Cultural Coordination Office of the Central American Integration System (CECC/SICA). In turn, the delegation of Colombia stressed the importance of these projects intended to recover cultural heritage and said there were cases in which investments had a negative impact on the communities where the heritage properties were, which undermined feelings of belonging. It finally emphasized the importance of harmonizing laws to punish the illicit trafficking of cultural property. The delegation of Barbados spoke of the imbalance that existed between the Caribbean's monumental heritage and those properties that UNESCO has recognized as global heritage sites. It said that the Caribbean region makes an essential contribution to global heritage and that that should be acknowledged. The delegation of Guatemala reported the creation of the Forum for Environmental and Cultural Heritage Justice (a public-private initiative). This forum seeks to have an impact on other ministries with ties to heritage issues, such as ministries of the environment and of tourism, so that their public-policy agendas include safeguarding cultural heritage in the region's countries.

F.
Fifth Plenary Session:  Social Charter of the Americas 

The Chair of the CIC gave a brief overview of the Social Charter of the Americas and said it was a new OAS instrument to guide actions and partnership efforts toward the promotion of integral development and the observance of economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as the elimination of poverty. The instrument was adopted, he said, at the General Assembly held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, in June 2012. Finally, he said that in May 2012, SEDI was instructed to support the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in preparing a plan of action for the Charter's implementation. 

1.
Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas: Report on progress with the design of the Plan of Action in the culture area 

Ms. Ana Lucía Nieto, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Peru, the country chairing the Joint Working Group, made a presentation on the progress it had made with designing the proposal for the Social Charter plan of action in the area of culture. She noted that the Working Group has selected seven areas for intervention to meet the goals of the Charter, and that culture was one of those areas. The proposed general objective for the long term is "to ensure cultural development with the inclusion and participation of all sectors of society, respecting different cultures and fostering awareness and mutual respect." She also spoke of general strategic lines for action that represent policy recommendations for the member states. She finally suggested that the delegations in attendance at the meeting of the CIC encourage the technical teams of their OAS permanent missions to submit comments and suggestions on the text proposed by the Working Group in November 2012. (CIDI/CIC/INF.15/13) 

2.
Comments by delegations 

The delegation of the Dominican Republic recommended emphasizing the topic of intellectual property in the strategic action lines, and also taking into account the topic of social protection for artists and intellectuals. The delegation of Costa Rica stressed the importance of the strategy of positioning culture on governments' economic and planning agendas, as regards topics related to cultural industries, and it noted the importance of generating information, research, and knowledge. It also recommended promoting the measurement of culture's economic impact through cultural satellite accounts and the production of cultural statistics, as an important topic for inclusion in the Social Charter. 

G.
Sixth Plenary Session:  Resources for culture:  b) Toward the harmonization of culture accounts:  Progress in the region. Part I 
Celia Toppin, Deputy Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Family, Culture, Sports, and Youth of Barbados, moderated the session and gave a brief overview of the impact of creative industries on the region's GDP, compared to that of the agricultural sector. She also noted the need for systematic, reliable information on the economic contribution made by culture as a tool for better positioning the cultural sector in their dealings with finance ministries and for securing more generous budgets and investments for the sector. She then announced the presentation of the study–jointly commissioned by the OAS, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the British Council and carried out by the Oxford Economics (OE) consulting company–into the economic impact of cultural and creative industries in the Americas. Finally, she spoke of two regional organizations, CERLAC and the Andrés Bello Convention, that have made progress in this area and whose representatives were invited to comment briefly on the preliminary results presented by OE.
1.
Economic impact of cultural and creative industries in the Americas
Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the OAS Office of Education and Culture (OEC), spoke of the existence in some member states of mechanisms to quantify the economic impact of culture, and she underscored the need and usefulness of all the countries having this information available in a practical and serviceable format. She thanked the Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism of the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, which had joined the OEC in producing this study, and she also thanked the external partners, the IDB, and the British Council. The meeting then heard from Mr. Iván Duque, Chief of the Division of Cultural, Solidarity, and Creative Affairs at the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), who said that the topic of creative industries was strategic for the Bank and described those industries as an effective vehicle for transitioning to a knowledge-based economy. Mr. César Parga, Chief of the Competitiveness Office of the OAS Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism (SEDI/OAS), said that creative industries were essential for competitiveness and economic development. In concluding, he spoke of the need for all the countries to take advantage of the intangible value of creative industries and the challenge of finding the way to convert that value into concrete comparative and economic advantages, also including elements of innovation (CIDI/CIC/INF.16/13). The moderator then gave the floor to Mr. Paul Smith, Deputy Director of the British Council's office in the United States, who spoke about the power of creative industries, which represent creativity, people's identities, and economic strength. He also said that the creative sector contributed–more than any other sector of the economy–to security, to understanding between peoples, to dialogue, to general well-being, and to creating diversity and social inclusion. 

After the introductory addresses, the moderator gave the floor to Mr. Adrian Cooper, Executive Director of Oxford Economics, who presented the preliminary results of this study. Mr. Cooper said that the goal of the study was to showcase the economic contribution and potential of cultural and creative industries, based on trade and employment statistics, share of GDP figures, and cultural consumption and infrastructure indicators. He explained that figures from 2000 to 2013 will be analyzed, with forecasts for the sector's development up to 2015 and 2020, to the extent that that was possible. He also said that use will be made of information published by national statistics agencies and other bodies, including UNESCO, the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and others. The study will also include information from the 34 OAS member states and 10 additional countries for comparative purposes, and it will use indicators that will enable the information to be presented in such a way that it can be easily used and interpreted. Mr. Cooper noted the absence of published information on the employment sector and stressed the importance of quantifying data appropriately. Finally, he said it would be useful to have a definition of creative industries agreed on by the countries; to publish comparable data on job markets and national accounts; to agree on standardized methods for measuring data in order to ensure comparability among the region's countries; to have updated figures from national statistics agencies; and to create cultural satellite accounts in those countries that do not yet have them. (CIDI/CIC/INF.17/13)

The moderator then gave the floor to Ms. Mónica Torres Cadena, CERLALC's Deputy Director for Copyright, so she could offer comments on the topic and on the study presented by Oxford Economics from her organization's viewpoint. Ms. Torres Cadena stressed the need to create cultural satellite accounts within national accounts in order to measure and raise the profile of cultural activities in the region's economies. She also spoke of the importance of standardized methods for quantifying data in order to ensure their comparability, and she underscored the teamwork required from ministries of culture and statistics agencies in each country. In closing, she said that training and technical assistance were essential to build statistics capacities and to progress toward the institutionalization of measurements in the sector. (CIDI/CIC/INF.18/13)

Finally, the meeting heard from Ms. Diana Marcela Rey, Director of Culture Programs for the Andrés Bello Convention (CAB), who acknowledged the importance of measuring the impact of culture and explained the cultural field concept used by the Convention, which involves quantifying goods and services that have a symbolic component. She also underscored the importance of raising the topic to the level of a state policy to ensure that the progress made survives political changes and that the efforts of the technical teams are not wasted. In addition, she explained the need to train and organize human resources, and the importance of organizing a work plan for gradual implementation in the countries embarking on this process. Finally, she spoke of the need to learn from the experiences that have made the most progress with implementing their cultural satellite accounts and the Convention's willingness to work with those countries needing technical assistance. (CIDI/CIC/INF.19/13)

2.
Comments by delegations
The moderator gave the floor to the delegations. The delegation of the United States was the first to comment and to congratulate the panelists on their presentations. It then announced that two agencies of the U.S. federal government (the National Endowment for the Arts and the Department of Trade) had signed an agreement to create a cultural satellite account in the country and that the first results were expected to be published in 2014. It also referred to the importance of emphasizing not only the economic benefits of art, but of underscoring the impact culture has on other areas, such as human development, science and technology, education, and health. The delegation of Costa Rica proposed standardizing the methods used by the countries embarking on the implementation of satellite accounts and those in place in countries that are at a more advanced stage. It also stressed the importance of interconnecting the efforts of international agencies. The delegation of the Dominican Republic reported that in 2013, the Ministry of Culture and the Central Bank signed an agreement to implement a cultural satellite account in the country and embarked on the Ministry of Culture's initiative to conduct a national survey of cultural consumption and practices. Finally, the delegation of Paraguay said that during 2011, the OEI adopted the Ibero-American Cultural Charter, which deals with topics similar to those discussed within the CIC, and that the Ibero-American Commission instructed ECLAC to conduct a study on the topic of economic measurements, publication of which was still pending. The delegate recommended that both these documents be used as references within the CIC Forum. To supplement these comments, the Director of OEC/OAS read out a note submitted by the Andean Community of Nations (CAN) in which it both apologized for not attending the meeting of the CIC and reported on the CAN's resolution whereby the member states had agreed that it was obligatory for them to set up national cultural satellite accounts. 

H.
Seventh Plenary Session: Resources for culture:  b) Toward the harmonization of culture accounts:  Progress in the region. Part II 
The session was moderated by Ms. Patricia Fernández, Director for International Cultural Cooperation at the General Directorate of International Affairs of Mexico's National Council for Culture and the Arts (CONACULTA). Ms. Fernández explained that at the meeting, three member states has spoken about the creation of, follow-up on, and experiences with their satellite accounts, and she invited them to describe any problems they encountered and how they resolved them. She also underscored the importance of reaching consensus with regional bodies.

1.
Successful experiences in member states 

Ms. Gabriela Stockli, International Agencies Officer at the Secretariat of Culture of Argentina, took the floor to give a presentation on Argentina's experience. She reported the year 2007 signing of an interinstitutional agreement between the nation's Ministry of Culture and the Statistics and Census Institute to assess the impact of culture on the economy. She also said that for implementing the satellite account, the model used was the manual of the Andrés Bello Convention, and that once corrections had been made to the process of collecting data on cultural activities, it was revealed that the contribution of culture to GDP totaled 3.8% in 2011. Finally, she spoke of the challenge of raising the profile of culture's strategic nature and its contributions to the development of the region's peoples.
Mr. Ángel Eduardo Moreno Marín, Coordinator of the Cultural Entrepreneurship Group at the Colombian Ministry of Culture, gave a presentation on his country's implementation of a cultural satellite account. Mr. Moreno Marín began by saying the measuring process began in the year 1999, with the first results of the culture satellite account (2000-2007) published in 2009, indicating that the impact of culture on GDP was 1.78%. The fundamental characteristic of this publication is its definition of the culture sector in terms of its symbolic character. He then underscored the importance of the technical and political conceptual definition of which sectors to include in implementing a satellite account. He also said that the most recent data (for 2005 to 2010) were published in 2012, and that four sectors were measured:  publishing, recorded music, scenic arts, and audiovisual arts, leaving eight sectors to be measured in 2013. Finally, he offered some thoughts about the need for international agencies to coordinate their agendas, for standardized measurement methods in the region, and for resources for knowledge transfers in the implementation of cultural satellite accounts. (CIDI/CIC/INF.20/13)

Ms. Anahí Moyano, Advisor at Costa Rica's Ministry of Culture and Youth, then gave a presentation. She reported that Costa Rica began the implementation of its satellite account in the year 2011 and that the first results were expected to be published in mid-2013. She explained that the account was designed following the guidelines set out in the Andrés Bello Convention's manual, and she recommended that the other countries make use of that same manual in order to standardize measurement processes across the region. She also noted the importance of setting up a technical team with a political coordinator and, among the strengths, she spoke of the ability to forge interinstitutional partnerships and the creation of a communications strategy to explain the benefits of implementing a cultural satellite account. Finally, she underscored the importance of a Central American regional strategy for account implementation, intraregional coordination, and ties with international cooperation. (CIDI/CIC/INF.21/13)
2.
Projects submitted to FEMCIDI:  Increasing economic growth and promoting development through culture
The moderator asked the delegations that presented projects to FEMCIDI under the topic Increasing economic growth and promoting development through culture (CEPCIDI/doc.1011/11 rev. 3) to provide a brief explanation of them. The delegation of Peru spoke about its project Preparation and implementation of culture satellite accounts in the nations of Andean area, along with Ecuador and Bolivia and with Colombia as the technical advisor. It said it hoped it would be approved and that funding and execution would follow. The aim of the project is to promote and strengthen the implementation of cultural satellite accounts in the three Andean countries. (CIDI/CIC/RE.3/doc.7/12)
3.
Comments by delegations
The moderator opened the floor to remarks by the delegations. The delegation of Chile said that culture was a highly important factor for economic development and noted that its country has had a cultural satellite account since 2007. It also said that the account was being implemented with the support of the National Statistics Institute (as a strategic partner). Finally, Chile expressed its wish for the OAS to coordinate the integration and cooperation process for the implementation of CSAs in the region. The delegation of Brazil reported that its country has begun the implementation of its cultural satellite account, with the support of the Brazilian Statistics and Geography Institute. 

I.
Eighth Plenary Session:  Resources for culture:  Funding for culture:  Responsibility and public-private investment
The session was moderated by Mr. Raúl Castro Zachrisson, Deputy Director General of the National Culture Institute (INAC) of Panama. 

1.
Incentives for the private sector: Presentation of conclusions from the Ibero-American Meeting on the Funding of Culture. A joint responsibility between the public and private sectors
Ms. Ana Yañez, Director of Spain's Foundation for Historic and Unique Houses, presented the results of the Ibero-American Meeting on the Funding of Culture. She reported the conclusions reached at the event, emphasizing some among them such as the need to identify new sources of private funding for culture and the creation of new forums for dialogue between the private and public sectors. She also referred to the need to include nonquantitative indicators in measuring the impact of culture on development, in addition to its profitability and sustainability. Similarly, she spoke of the strategic nature of culture, given its contributions to territorial integration. Finally, she noted the importance of exploring the public's perceptions of culture. (CIDI/CIC/INF.22/13) 

2.
Successful strategies for increasing partnerships with the private sector, and for increasing its support
Ms. Eva Caldera, Assistant Chairman for Partnership and Strategic Initiatives at the U.S. National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), said that in the United States, the federal government's financial contribution to cultural activities and programs was small, and that most funding came from private sources. To maintain those contributions, various strategies have been developed, such as granting a quality and creativity certification to cultural projects in order to provide them with backing and prestige in the eyes of potential donors. Another strategy she referred to was the signing of agreements between government agencies and the private sector for the execution of joint projects and the use of tax incentives, which are a commonly used mechanism in the country. She noted, however, that fiscal incentives are often not the main driving force behind the private sector's support for the arts and culture, with the public goodwill they earned being more important. She concluded by saying that these strategies for encouraging private funding are constantly being adapted, and that the involvement of the citizenry in them was important. (CIDI/CIC/INF.23/13) 

3.
Comments by delegations 

The moderator spoke of the importance of appealing to corporate social responsibility to persuade companies to fund cultural initiatives. He also described the strategy used by the government of his country, Panama, to provide talented musicians with financial assistance and make them global ambassadors of the country. The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago noted that the private sector generally funds cultural activities for young people as a way to reduce youth violence and crime, but it does not fund exhibitions by artists. The delegation of Barbados said that the culture of philanthropy was not strong in its country, but that the government has created incentives to restore and maintain public buildings, to prevent them from collapsing. The delegation of Colombia described several of its government's strategies, such as incentives for the conservation of monumental heritage, the cinema law, or the public entertainments law. It also spoke of the increased tax on telecommunications whereby 4% of its revenue from cellular telephony is earmarked for sport and culture projects and, in the area of culture, provides specific support for cultural heritage preservation programs.
J.
Ninth Plenary Session:  Matters relating to the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities
The Chair of the CIC explained the importance of the topic to be addressed during this session:  topics related to the next meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, which is to be held during 2014. That meeting will define the priority lines for the inter-American dialogue on culture over the coming years and is hierarchically superior to the CIC. Vice Minister Varón Gabai invited the delegations to make their proposals. The delegation of Haiti requested the floor to offer to host the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities in the year 2014. This proposal was supported by the delegations of Colombia, the Dominican Republic, and Paraguay. The delegation of Barbados enthusiastically supported the candidacy on behalf of the CARICOM countries and offered its support in organizing the event. The delegations of Canada, Mexico, and Brazil also noted their agreement and applauded Haiti's candidacy to host the next ministerial meeting. The moderator then acknowledged the support and acceptance for the candidacy and suggested raising this recommendation from the Committee to the corresponding agencies. The delegation of Haiti again requested the floor to thank the support extended toward its candidacy, and the delegates warmly applauded the proposal. 

K.
Tenth Plenary Session: New proposals and consideration of the CIC's Work Plan
Rafael Varón Gabai, Chair of the CIC and Vice Minister for Heritage and Cultural Industries at the Ministry of Culture of Peru, spoke of the document containing the current Work Plan of the CIC that had previously been distributed. 

1.
Culture in the Organization of American States:  Retrospective (1889-2013)

Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the OAS Office of Education and Culture, presented a document prepared by the OEC on the treatment and processing of the topic of culture within the OAS from the inception of the inter-American system in 1889 up to the present. She said that the purpose of this research document was to highlight the main areas in which the OAS has worked on culture topics in the past and, most particularly, to showcase the historical role that culture played in the construction of the inter-American system. The document speaks of the main strategies used in the Organization in the area of cultural exchanges, which served to foster mutual understanding between countries and to promote peace, democracy, and development. (CIDI/CIC/INF.24/13) 

2.
Priority topics for the selection of a second round of technical cooperation missions and for the identification of successful practices 

Director Yaffee García explained that the CIC's work plan currently in execution contains the projects and initiatives approved by the Committee. She said that it was a modest plan of action, but that it contained specific measures and, above all, was undergoing constant changes and adaptations. Among the plan's components, she made special mention of the project "Culture and Development: Promoting horizontal cooperation and exchanges of knowledge among the member states," and she described two of that project's component elements in detail: the new selection of best practices in the region regarding culture and development, to be included in a new on-line edition of the Portfolio of Successful Practices; and priority topics for the technical horizontal cooperation missions. The Director spoke of the possibility of the delegations proposing specific experiences for inclusion in the Portfolio of Successful Practices and she suggested various topics such as the protection of cultural heritage using sustainability strategies, successful practices with cultural information systems, and experiences showcasing the arts as a vehicle for social inclusion. For the new edition of technical horizontal cooperation missions, she said there was funding for five missions and that, in accordance with the recommendations issued after the first round, it would be expedient to limit the number of topics to one or two. That would allow those experiences to be explored further and for more to be learned from them. 
3.
Comments by member states
The moderator invited the delegations to share their comments. The delegation of Dominican Republic underscored the need to organize a workshop or meeting to train economists in measuring culture satellite accounts. The delegation of Costa Rica opined that one of the topics of the technical cooperation missions should be cultural satellite accounts. It also proposed Costa Rica's experience with the Parque de la Libertad for the portfolio of best practices. The delegation of Paraguay noted the fundamental importance of language as the basis of cultural heritage and went on to suggest a workshop be organized to train technicians from the countries on the topic of cultural satellite accounts, particularly within finance ministries. The delegation of Belize underscored the importance of the topic of cultural information systems for the entire Caribbean region. It recommended organizing a training exercise for statistics technicians first, and then including technicians from finance ministries and other institutions. The delegation of Barbados noted the importance of offering technical assistance to the statistics agencies of the countries of the Caribbean region in order to train them in gathering cultural statistics. The delegation of Suriname spoke of the importance of the topic of cultural heritage for protecting regional identity and development. The delegation of Argentina referred briefly to the need to satisfy the demand for technician training, and the delegation of Chile agreed on the importance of addressing the topic of satellite accounts. The delegation of Costa Rica suggested adding the topic of cultural satellite accounts as a more integral element of the CIC's Work Plan, in an attempt to coordinate efforts with other institutions in the countries, such as statistics agencies and central banks, and to train them in cultural measurements through satellite accounts. Finally, the delegation of Canada agreed with the importance of working on the topic of satellite accounts at the regional level and noted the importance of the study by Oxford Economics for this topic. 

L.
Closing Session
Rafael Varón Gabai, Chair of the CIC, offered a closing address. He applauded the enthusiasm, creativity, and commitment of all the participating delegations, and their dedication to the topics set out on the agenda. He also expressed appreciation for the presentations given by the delegations, noting both their clarity and their addressing a broad range of issues, such as culture and development, promoting social inclusion, etc. Finally, he thanked Director Lenore Yaffee García and her team for all their work during the preparations for the meeting, and the interpreters for their impeccable work in support of it.
The meeting was adjourned.
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1.	Título registrado en el idioma original.


2.	E = español,  I = inglés,  F = francés,  P = portugués





