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Honorable Mr. Rafael Varón Gabai, Vice Minister of Heritage and Cultural Industries of the Ministry of Culture of Peru and Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, Honorable Ambassadors and Alternate Representatives, distinguished Members of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, distinguish Permanent Observers, representatives of international and civil society organizations, colleagues from the OAS General Secretariat, ladies and gentlemen: On behalf of the Organization of American States, it is my pleasure to open the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) and to welcome you all to the House of the Americas. 

I want to take this opportunity to recognize the work done by the CIC to strengthen Inter-American dialogue and cooperation in the field of culture. Especially, I want to recognize its Authorities – Peru, for its outstanding leadership in its capacity as Chair of the Committee, and the Vice Chairs: Canada, Guatemala, Haiti and United States. I also wish to recognize and thank the team from the Office of Education and Culture, under the leadership of Lenore Garcia, for their devoted work and commitment.

As an Organization, we understand that “The Americas constitute a culturally rich and remarkably diverse hemisphere in which culture can be a source of identity, social cohesion, and economic growth”.  This recognition has been an integral part of the CIDI strategic plan for the last several years. 

Last year, the Heads of State and Government at the Sixth Summit of the Americas, gave special recognition to the role of cultural industries in achieving equitable growth and committed themselves “To promote economic growth with equity and social inclusion by strengthening cooperatives, micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises, including cultural industries, in addition to grassroots economic initiatives and other production units, innovation, and competitiveness in the countries of the Americas.” 

Likewise, the Social Charter of the Americas, adopted at last year’s OAS General Assembly in Cochabamba, Bolivia, devotes one of its five chapters to the topic of Cultural Development, diversity and pluralism, expressing the conviction that “cultural development is a fundamental component to reduce poverty and reach integral development,” and committing member states “to promote inclusive and participatory policies of cultural development that include programs of support to cultural and creative industries, preservation and protection of cultural heritage, and respect for and promotion of cultural diversity.”

This political recognition that culture is an important factor in sustainable human, social, and economic development is reflected in the areas of work of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and the increasing mainstreaming and integration of culture into all aspects of programming, whether in economic development, trade and tourism; employment and social development; sustainable development; and of course, education.  

Increasingly, we are aware that the production of cultural goods and services—such as the visual and performing arts, crafts, publishing, design and music—is an important contributor to economic growth.  However, the vast potential in this area is not being fully tapped. The challenge remains to encourage the innovative and creative talents present in our member states and to build human capacity through technical horizontal cooperation, taking into consideration the unique and shared characteristics of our cultural heritage, history and biodiversity throughout the Americas. 

During these next two days, you as experts in this area, will discuss important issues including how culture can increase economic growth, build institutional and human capacity, provide employment, engage youth and promote social inclusion and intercultural dialogue, among others. 

Many of you here, both in individual member states and in the organizations participating as special guests, are doing groundbreaking work in demonstrating the economic contribution of culture to our region’s development. This meeting, among other things, provides an excellent opportunity to share experiences and good practices. 


We, as the technical Secretariat, will be listening to you, learning from you and positioning ourselves to support your fundamental work objectives as you exchange views on culture and new technologies; the preservation and promotion of cultural heritage; and private sector partnerships. Indeed, we are excited by the topics you have chosen for discussion. Further, the strong emphasis on inter-state cooperation as well as partnerships with other sectors such as education, tourism, and trade offers a vision for the future, and will certainly guide the Secretariat’s planning going forward. 

In closing, I want to thank each of you for being here, especially to those of you traveling from your capitals.  Your participation is evidence of your commitment, and your countries’ commitments, to Inter-American dialogue and cooperation. I look forward to the robust debate and clear outcomes that will move the goal post in advancing towards a more inclusive and prosperous hemisphere. 
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