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Introduction

In my capacity as Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE)
/ and in line with the revision of its strategic objectives – in particular those related to integral development – on which the Organization of American States has embarked,
/ the review and classification of mandates
/ undertaken by the Member States, and the agenda adopted for this meeting,
/ I have worked in conjunction with the CIE Technical Secretariat to produce this document, which contains a proposal for the construction of an Inter-American Education Agenda, to be discussed at the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education.
This proposal is based on a review of the numerous mandates contained in the declarations adopted by the ministers of education of the Americas and of the viability of their implementation; it is also backed by reflections on how the CIE Technical Secretariat, through a joint effort with the countries, could attain a higher level of effectiveness in coordinating the implementation of the actions that are to constitute the work plan of the Inter-American Committee on Education for the 2014-2016 period.
Thus, as the Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education, I believe that the construction of an Inter-American Education Agenda could, first, assist the Member States in continuing to focus the region’s attention on the priorities that are to guide the hemisphere’s political dialogue on education and, second, help the Member States in concentrating their efforts and strengthening the deployment of the available resources to develop implementation and monitoring strategies that respond to specific lines of action and their corresponding subtopics, which could be in line with those already agreed on at the different ministerials.
The construction of an Inter-American Education Agenda would also enable a vision of how the priorities or lines of action identified by the Member States could be interconnected in order to attain a coherent and harmonious whole that would ensure better use was made of the available resources.
The Inter-American Education Agenda could therefore constitute a strategy that instead of dealing with topics on an isolated basis, proposes a comprehensive and flexible approach that encourages the development of cooperative, intersectoral actions to respond to the complexity of the Member States’ educational realities. 

This approach could lead to a virtuous circle that would catalyze and deepen interconnections between political dialogue and hemispheric action in the area of education. In this way, operationalizing the lines of action and their corresponding subtopics will enable a continued strengthening of the political dialogue on education, the revitalization of which will play a key role in legitimizing and promoting educational initiatives on the regional development agenda and, in particular, in the organizational area, to boost their intersectoral interconnections with other priorities established in the construction of the OAS’s Strategic Objectives
/ and in the work plan of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development.
/

Based on the foregoing, I present this document which, as I stated previously, was produced in conjunction with the CIE Technical Secretariat and is divided into the following sections.

1.
Toward an Inter-American Dialogue on Education: Background and Goals of the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education
1.1
Emergence of the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education


The Organization of American States has played a leading role in the formulation, development, and implementation of both hemispheric and national initiatives in the area of education, intended to strengthen the educational development of the Member States by working with their citizens, communities, and institutions.

In response to the willingness and commitments expressed by the Member States, the Organization of American States has created opportunities for promoting dialogue and inter-American cooperation on topics that have contributed to the development of concrete answers to national educational realities.


The turning point in inter-American education dialogue took place in 1998 when “Universal Access to Education” was chosen as the central theme of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile.
/ In line with the “Education For All” global movement,
/ the plan of action of the Second Summit of the Americas consolidated equity, quality, relevance, and efficiency as the guiding principles of education policies and as essential elements for attaining higher standards of living for all the inhabitants of the Americas.
/

Following that Summit, education was seen in the context of the Inter-American dialogue as a strategic factor in the processes of modernization, socioeconomic development, and regional integration. In addition, education has been considered to be as a fundamental variable in furthering the democratization of political, social, and economic relationship.

This was enshrined, for example, in the Inter-American Democratic Charter.
/ Thus, in Chapter III, “Democracy, Integral Development, and Combating Poverty,” Article 16 underscores the strategic value of education:
“Education is key to strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, and alleviating poverty and fostering greater understanding among our peoples. To achieve these ends, it is essential that a quality education be available to all, including girls and women, rural inhabitants, and minorities.”
Similarly, this hemispheric commitment toward working for education was confirmed in the Social Charter of the Americas, which states that:
“Everyone is entitled to education without discrimination. Access to quality education at all levels and modalities is vital to achieving greater equity, improving standards of living, fostering sustainable development, developing human capital, reducing poverty, strengthening democratic institutions, transmitting civic and social values, creating responsible citizens committed to society, and promoting social inclusion.
Member states commit to ensuring equal and universal access to quality primary and secondary education and promote access to education at all levels, with an inclusive approach, especially early childhood education, in accordance with their domestic law.”
/

At the Second Summit of the Americas, and with the aim of attaining the goals set, the Member States agreed on a range of actions including the following:  “establish or strengthen systems to evaluate the quality of education; develop programs to improve and increase the level of professionalism among teachers and school administrators; strengthen education management and institutional capacity; strengthen education and training for the world of work; strengthen educational strategies relevant to multicultural societies; develop, with the assistance of families and other actors, educational strategies that foster the development of values; promote access to and use of technologies in education; increase the availability of teaching materials; seek to use technology to link schools in the Hemisphere; and further scholarship and exchange programs for students, teachers, researchers, and educational administrators.”
/

On that same occasion, the heads of state and government also instructed the Organization of American States to coordinate the efforts of all education stakeholders, so that this hemispheric commitment would be institutionalized in formal mechanisms for promoting dialogue and cooperation between our countries. In response to that request, and in order to follow up on the demands presented, the First Meeting of Ministers of Education of the OAS Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) was convened and held in Brasilia, Brazil, in July 1998.
/ Including that first meeting, seven Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education have been held: 
· First Meeting of Ministers of Education, Brasilia, Brazil, in 1998 

· Second Meeting of Ministers of Education, Punta del Este, Uruguay, in 2001 

· Third Meeting of Ministers of Education, Mexico City, Mexico, in 2003 

· Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education, Scarborough, Trinidad and Tobago, in 2005
· Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education, Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in 2007 

· Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education, Quito, Ecuador, in 2009 

· Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Education, Paramaribo, Suriname, in 2012
1.2
Importance of the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education


The ministerial meetings have provided an important process through which the education ministers of the 34 OAS Member States can meet to share the progress made with education matters, discuss current problems that reflect both national and hemispheric needs, raise the profile of experiences with education policy, and exchange ideas about challenges and lessons learned arising from education policies and their implementation. These meetings have also sought to establish a regional cooperation program on education matters, and to examine the progress made with the education-related mandates handed down by the Summits of the Americas and by previous ministerial meetings.

Taken together, the ministerial meetings have yielded important points of consensus, exchanges, results, and progress with hemispheric and national education commitments. These meetings have provided and continue to offer opportunities for dialogue and learning, which assist the education ministers in strengthening their policies and in finding innovative and collaborative solutions to their shared challenges.
1.3
Priorities Agreed on by the Member States in the Ministerial Declarations

1.3.1
Guiding Principles of the Inter-American Dialogue

In the declarations adopted by the different education ministerials, it can be seen how the Member States have repeatedly emphasized that education plays a determining role in the social, cultural, political, and economic development of the hemisphere. Education has been recognized as a basic human right, as a public good, as a tool of development for attaining greater social equality and overcoming poverty, and as a key way to strengthen democratic institutions. Thus, emphasis has been placed on its importance in the exercise of civic rights and in increasing productivity, and it has been assigned a role of growing importance in advancing the economic integration process at the regional level.


To those ends, the Member States have focused on how to offer education with an emphasis on quality, comprehensiveness, and equity, taking into account and promoting social inclusion and the development of democratic citizenship, and preparing citizens for productive employment in a way that is in line with local contexts and global realities, all this with a crosscutting awareness of the principles of gender, cultural diversity, and ethnic pluralism in our hemisphere.


In the first four ministerial declarations adopted,
/ the education ministers of the Member States set out an important and initial consensus on the bases, principles, and essential shared objectives to be protected and developed in the Americas in the field of education. These principles served as a starting point for framing the development of specific actions that would enable them to be put into practice, at the hemispheric, subregional, and national levels.

Then, following the Fifth Ministerial Meeting (Cartagena, Colombia, 2007), specific topics were identified, the importance of which on the regional agenda is a reflection of the level of priority they enjoy on national agendas.

It can therefore be said that the definition of specific topics reflected, in the field of the initial objectives and commitments, the need for the political dialogue to progress toward a concentration of the priorities. And the aim of this was to raise the profile of those needs and to create new points of consensus and more specific thematic commitments, which could be translated into public policies at the hemispheric and national levels.

For example, at the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education (Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, 2007), the central focus of the discussions was on a specific sector: education policies for early childhood.
/ As stated in the declaration agreed on at that meeting, “early childhood is a decisive phase in the human life cycle and a comprehensive approach to it will allow us to overcome the challenges of poverty, inequity, and social exclusion.”
/ It also said that early-childhood education must include a joint effort by the family, school, and the community to develop effective public policies, as well as the contribution of the various sectors in society.

Thus, the main objectives put forward for this specific topic included the following: increasing the coverage of quality early-childhood education; establishing comprehensive care and education policies for early childhood; establishing processes and criteria for focusing attention on poor and vulnerable population segments; and strengthening initial preparation and quality on-going development for educators in early-childhood education, including teachers, families, and communities as the first educational influences. The meeting also recommended evaluating comprehensive early-childhood care programs with a view to identifying ways of improving them and generating databases to facilitate the exchange of meaningful experiences among countries.
Subsequently, at the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education (Quito, Ecuador, August 2009), the main focus of discussion chosen by the Member States was secondary education.
/ In the Quito ministerial declaration, the Member States agreed that quality secondary education is an essential factor for social mobility, personal development, preparation for the world of work, the exercise of active citizenship, and access post-secondary, tertiary, and higher education.

The declaration of the Sixth Ministerial also recognized the importance of using a secondary education model that allows students to build a career that in addition to combining general education, personal development, and preparation for the world of work, enables them to develop decision-making skills in keeping with their own interests and particular circumstances, both in choosing a higher education option and in developing future employment prospects. The best way to create local and regional capacity for innovation, creativity, and greater productivity is through a well-trained, well-informed citizenry that is able to coexist alongside others and adopt decisions democratically.
/

In addition, this declaration underscored the importance of expanding access to the use of information and communications technologies in secondary education. It also agreed on the need to strengthen national education information and evaluation systems, such as the participation in international assessment instruments, in order to advance strategies to consolidate quality secondary education. The adoption and use of new technologies in our educational systems was also deemed an essential element in preparing students for the information society.
/

Given the existence of the enormous challenges present in the hemisphere’s different contexts, together with the limited resources and growing social demand for secondary education, emphasis was placed on the need to explore innovative and flexible education supply strategies that promote access, retention, and reinsertion of those who have dropped out of school, and quality in secondary education, especially among rural and marginalized urban populations, indigenous peoples, and other groups that have been historically excluded.
/
Finally, at the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education (Paramaribo, Suriname, March 2012), the main focus of attention was the role of the teacher in education:
/ a topic that had been a crosscutting element at the previous meetings but that because of its growing importance and discussion at the global level made it the chief focus of that ministerial. 

At the meeting, the ministers underscored the essential role that teachers play in the quality of educational processes and results, and the fact that they need quality initial and ongoing training and appropriate working conditions for discharging their professional duties. No teacher can fully perform his or her duties without suitable institutional and human surroundings. 


To that end, one of the ministerial’s commitments was to work for the strengthening, professionalization, and social appreciation of the teaching profession through dynamic means of fostering dialogue and cooperation among educational systems, universities, and other teacher training institutions, professional societies and unions, civil society organizations, the private sector, and other government sectors. 

1.3.2
The Inter-American Dialogue: From Principles to the Development of Hemispheric Initiatives

At the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education (Scarborough, Trinidad and Tobago, 2005), the Member States emphasized the importance of examining both the principles and priorities that should frame the inter-American dialogue for education in the hemisphere, together with the means for making them a reality through hemispheric and national initiatives capable of providing specific answers to educational realities. 


From that moment forth, the OAS – through the CIE Technical Secretariat and in conjunction with the Member States – began to implement hemispheric initiatives in the area of education, chiefly on such topics as education in democratic values and practices, teacher training, early-childhood education, education for migrant children and youth, etc. Those initiatives were the groundwork on which the Inter-American Committee on Education, created in 2003, based the development of its work plans.


Those hemispheric initiatives also involved different types of actions, such as research activities, on-line courses, technical assistance missions, all of which shared a common denominator: their development, from design to execution, required the active and coordinated participation of the Member States–in other words, a process based entirely on a cooperative approach.


That idea was founded on a vision that situates cooperation–and, in particular, technical cooperation–as an alternative for dealing with education problems, one that enables countries to exchange and adapt practices, receive or provide technical assistance, and learn about challenges and lessons learned. For the OAS, education cooperation has meant an opportunity to further hemispheric dialogue, to promote the cultural and regional integration of the countries, and to systematize and accumulate knowledge to create a storehouse of the region’s education experiences. These experiences are kept available for the Member States and have also been requested by other regional and international agencies. 


Cooperation is also essential for achieving the investment that the education sector needs. Similarly, the Member States also ratified their commitment to bringing about an increase in education investment, ensuring the efficient use of those resources, and establishing national, subregional, and hemispheric dialogues to analyze the challenges of education funding, particularly in contexts where, on account of such phenomena as economic crises, natural disasters, etc., there are growing difficulties in attaining that goal.


However, not only financial efforts are needed; it is also necessary to “promot[e] dialogue among education authorities and governmental institutions at the hemispheric, regional, national, and subnational levels, as well as with international and civil society organizations and others, aimed at meeting the challenges faced by education in the hemisphere, both in person and by virtual means.”
/ Coordinating efforts and avoiding duplication is one way to make an efficient and effective use of funds. 

In the two most recent ministerial declarations, instead of a crosscutting element in attaining the commitments assumed, cooperation is now seen as a specific and leading action within the work plan and initiatives of the Inter-American Committee on Education.
/
1.4
Cooperation and Coordination of Efforts. Toward Progress in Education with Solidarity:  A Proposal for an Inter-American Education Agenda


Efforts to consolidate solid, direct, fluid, partner-to-partner cooperation among the states are an essential tool in making the education commitments we have assumed a reality.

Dialogue, exchanges, and international cooperation are factors that strengthen and enrich national efforts by generating the resources, know-how, and partnerships necessary to bring about an authentic transformation in education that will yield specific benefits for the citizens and communities of the Americas.

Experience has shown that cooperation among states is acquiring an increasingly important role in the transfer of knowledge and in exchanges of information and innovative and consolidated experiences in the region’s countries.

Against that backdrop, it has fallen to the OAS – and to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in particular – to foster dialogue and cooperation in pursuit of integral and sustainable development and to establish institutional mechanisms for promoting that cooperation among the Member States. Similarly, they have also been responsible for acting as the catalysts and promoters of programs, projects, and other cooperation activities and as a mechanism for facilitating exchanges of information, experiences, and know-how, thereby encouraging the mobilization of human, technical, and financial resources.

Since its creation in 2003, the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) has worked to promote and ensure that the implementation of the initiatives it carries out involves the permanent participation of international technical and financial cooperation agencies in order to strengthen and activate the interagency consensus-building mechanism.

As a part of that work, efforts have also been made to emphasize the importance of promoting dialogue – both directly and using on-line channels – between the education authorities of the Member States, other government institutions at the hemispheric, regional, national, and subnational levels, international organizations, and civil society bodies and other entities, in order to tackle the challenges faced by education in the Americas. Developing policies and strategies for interinstitutional and intersectoral connections on education through common consensus will enable progress to be made toward a better understanding of the challenges presented by national education realities, as well as toward the identification of opportunities for dealing with them in a complex, innovative, and contextualized way.


To summarize, support for integral development and, in particular, for education, has been a constant priority of the Member States, one that is institutionalized in all the Organization’s instruments – such as the OAS Charter, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and the Social Charter of the Americas – and that will remain current for as long as numerous education topics remain pending on the development agenda of the hemisphere’s countries. The OAS therefore has a leading role to play in supporting the states in discussing and attaining their development goals, while respecting the differences and views of each regarding this topic.


Using that view as the starting point, and in light of the analysis of the different mandates adopted by the Member States in the declarations that emerged from the last two education ministerials – the Declaration of Quito (2009) and the Declaration of Paramaribo (2012) – it can be seen that the Member States want the CIE to play a role in promoting cooperation along several lines of action that have been identified as priorities: 

“We instruct the CIE, with the support of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to draw up a Work Plan for 2009-2012, the central objective of which should be to implement and follow up on our decisions, with special attention to the following lines of action: (1) strengthening horizontal cooperation and technical assistance processes; (2) promotion and monitoring of policies of equity, quality, and inclusion and experiences of innovation; (3) strengthening of pre-service education and professional development of teachers; (4) financing and resource mobilization based on the criteria of equity, quality, and efficiency; (5) strengthening of strategies, mechanisms, and entities to promote the participation of youth; and (6) the use of information and communication technologies.”
/
“We express our conviction that the CIE has become a valuable forum for ensuring that the political mandates emanating from this and prior ministerial meetings receive appropriate technical support and follow-up. We instruct the CIE, with the support of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to draw up a Work Plan for 2012-2013, the central objective of which should be to implement and follow up on our decisions, with special attention to strengthening horizontal cooperation and technical assistance in lines of action that include: (1) promoting and monitoring policies of quality, equity, and inclusion; (2) strengthening initial teacher preparation, professional development, and the teaching profession; (3) comprehensive early childhood care and education; (4) education in democratic values and practices; and (5) the use of information and communication technologies in the teaching and learning process.” /


Considering this agreement among the Member States to base the work plan on cooperation, and bearing in mind the almost total alignment of the actions set out in the two declarations, the Chair of the CIE proposes that the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education discuss the development of an Inter-American Education Agenda, as an instrument that would define, on the basis of permanent political dialogue, the region’s education priorities and would set a solid foundation for action. This agenda would be a tool that would allow the development of plans of action and would guide the work of the OAS and of the Member States in the area of education.

The agenda could become an instrument for revitalizing political dialogue and connecting it with local, national, and regional needs and realities; it would also complement the work carried out on the topic within the subregions and enrich it by offering a hemispheric perspective.

Through its lines of action, the Inter-American Education Agenda could help to focus and interconnect the numerous mandates contained in the declarations adopted by the ministers of education, and to connect them with the region’s development agenda. This effort is not intended to reduce the Member States’ responsibility vis-à-vis the education commitments they have assumed at the hemispheric level; instead, it represents an opportunity to reflect on the viability of their implementation and to reformulate strategies for dealing with them in light of the available resources. And this means not only financial resources, but also human and institutional resources, experiences, know-how, and lessons learned, arising from the progress our countries have made in the area of education in recent decades.

In recent decades, our countries and subregions have made considerable progress toward quality education that is inclusive and suited to our times and needs. We believe that this development can be bolstered through teamwork and through cooperation and exchanges of experiences and know-how. 


In order for the dialogue efforts to be legitimate and sustainable over time, this agenda must be prepared in a participatory way and it must promote an intersectoral outlook. The principle of using an intersectoral approach as the framework for interagency coordination and joint planning has been ratified both in the OAS’s ministerial declarations and in documents issued by other regional and international forums for education dialogue, such as the discussions regarding the Post-2015 Agenda Education. 


In line with the foregoing, we believe that the Inter-American Education Agenda could help strengthen the dialogue between education authorities and government agencies at the hemispheric, regional, national, and subnational levels, together with the dialogue with international organizations and civil society, thus promoting constructive governance. Those dialogue processes would favor the cross-fertilization of ideas and could also provide a forum for transparent political dialogue to support the drafting of harmonized legislation, context-sensitive initiatives, the correct allocation of resources, and intersectoral participation. 


That approach would have a multiplier effect in the region, strengthening the abilities of institutions and individuals to develop policies, programs, and services for creating more and better opportunities for millions of citizens of the Americas in an area of such great importance as education.


In this way, based on its accrued experience as the institutional forum, promoter, and coordinator of hemispheric dialogue processes, and as the catalyst for development partnerships, the OAS would offer itself as the agency for coordinating, in conjunction with the countries, the construction of an Inter-American Education Agenda to complement and support the efforts of each member state in responding to its own needs and development priorities, in particular in the field of education. This participatory and plural approach is proposed on the basis of the recognition that “all the countries, regardless of their size or level of development, have valuable experiences to share, and they can learn from the others to help reduce poverty and ensure equality of opportunities.”
/

For the OAS to be effective in this role as catalyst, coordinator, and source of support, the Member States must assume a leadership role in the Inter-American Education Agenda, and they must also assume ownership of it and of the lines of action that will allow the hemispheric and national education priorities to be realized. 


That joint ownership and leadership will enable us to consolidate the hemisphere’s voice in global discussions on education and development and to contribute our learning and practices to other regions of the world. 


With that perspective, we believe that all the regional and global discussions on the design and implementation of the Post-2015 Education Agenda can be enriched by the process through which the Inter-American Education Agenda is developed. In turn, and seeing this inter-American effort as a long-term initiative, we believe that the Americas could benefit from the results achieved through the discussions, consultations, and actions proposed by the Post-2015 Education Agenda.


With that perspective, we believe that the Inter-American Education Agenda could also be conceived as an element to create coherence and facilitate intrasectoral and intersectoral partnerships in connection with the discussion and efforts being carried out to attain the objectives shared with the Post-2015 Education Agenda and the corresponding subregional agendas. The Inter-American Education Agenda is thus planned as a regional strategy that will enable the integration of efforts and resources in order to assist the attainment of the priorities set at the global and subregional levels. At the same time, the Agenda could serve as a tool for sharing our priorities, visions, and innovations with the global and regional discussions taking place on the topic. 


It is considered a strategy, because with the effort of all the countries, this Agenda could become a model for development partnerships and for replicable, intersectoral teamwork in other areas of public policies for integral development.


The lasting commitment of the Member States is vital not only in promoting and developing the Inter-American Education Agenda, but also in successfully strengthening the monitoring and follow-up role played by the OAS through the Technical Secretariat of the CIE.


The aim of that monitoring is to provide the OAS and the Member States with elements so they can work together on mechanisms to support their efforts in pursuit of the priorities defined on the education agenda. Once again, the goal is to establish the Education Agenda as a forum for permanent dialogue that will allow reflection and consideration on the best strategies for dealing with the region’s main challenges in the area of education, at all times using an intersectoral and collaborative approach.
2.
Steps toward the Building of the Inter-American Education Agenda

As a first step, it would be useful for the Sixth Meeting of the CIE to be able to discuss whether the Inter-American Education Agenda is the most suitable instrument for revitalizing the political dialogue and serving as the basis for the CIE’s 2014-2016 work plan. It would also be useful for it to agree on the priority lines of action of this work plan, and to explore strategies for their implementation, from a regional and subregional viewpoint.


This leads us to consider that to create, through political dialogue, an Inter-American Education Agenda, we must identify the lines of action for translating our main objectives and priorities on the subject into a reality. As a starting point for that task, the CIE authorities have selected several lines of action that have already been agreed on in earlier declarations adopted by the ministerial meetings. 

The lines of action we now propose for adoption in the Inter-American Education Agenda are the following:
· Promoting and monitoring policies of quality, equity, and inclusion.
· Strengthening initial teacher preparation, professional development, and the teaching profession.
·  Promote the teaching of STEM
 in grades k-12, using modern pedagogy.
· The use of information and communication technologies in the teaching and learning process.
· Comprehensive early-childhood care and education.

Accordingly, we invite the OAS Member States to assume a leading role and embrace the lines of action chosen in that debate, so that together, alongside the CIE Technical Secretariat, we can construct viable and sustainable strategies for their implementation. 

Once the Sixth Regular Meeting of the CIE is concluded, the Technical Secretariat and the authorities of the Executive Committee, alongside the Member States, will work in close coordination on the design of proposals for implementing the prioritized lines of action and their corresponding subtopics. One input for preparing these proposals will be a portfolio of practices, policies, and programs being carried out by the education ministries in pursuit of the lines of action and priorities identified. Another input for preparing these implementation proposals will be the accumulated experiences and working networks of the programs and initiatives that the CIE Technical Secretariat is carrying out on such topics as teacher training, the Inter-American Teacher Education Network, and the Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood. We will also make available the experiences of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment with the use of new information and communication technologies, within the framework of the Educational Portal of the Americas, and EducaSTEM, a recent initiative that promotes exchanges of information and cooperation among the Member States on topics relating to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.

The identification of these proposals will highlight practices that could be used both to inspire a permanent and updated exchange of know-how and experiences between the Member States’ education ministries and to establish and structure the development of intersectoral hemispheric cooperation processes that will enable the countries to provide and/or receive technical assistance.
Another input for the development of these implementation proposals will be the conducting of consultations with a range of stakeholders, including civil society organizations, the business sector, academic institutions, other international organizations, and cooperation agencies. These consultations will include stakeholders involved in the networks of the current and past programs of the CIE Technical Secretariat; consultations will also be held with the education ministries to identify those stakeholders.
Those consultations will help invest this Inter-American Education Agenda with an intersectoral and inclusive focus. In addition, they will provide the legitimacy, ownership, and grounding needed by any cooperation proposal put forward, in order to ensure its durability and sustainability and to leverage resources from the skills and abilities of the different players involved in the process.
All the discussions that are to take place during the Sixth Regular Meeting of the CIE are of importance to the dialogues and decisions that are to come, such as the next Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, to be held in Panama in February 2015, and the Summit of the Americas, also to be held in that country in April 2015. Both those meetings offer opportunities for education to reassume its due prominence and importance within the high-level discussions and political decision-making of the Americas, as happened at the Second Summit of the Americas in 1998.
To access the power point presentation, please click on the following link:

http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2014/CIDI04454E05.PPT
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�.	The Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) was created in 2003 as a collegiate body comprising the representatives of the ministers of education of the Member States of the Organization of American States. It was established as a permanent mechanism for ministerial dialogue, responsible for developing and following up on the lines of action established by the ministers of education in response to the mandates issued by Summits of the Americas process. The CIE’s work is regulated by a �HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dhdee/DOCs/Rules%20of%20Procedure%20of%20the%20CIE.pdf" \t "_blank"��Rules of Procedure.�


�.	See resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLVII-E/14), Guidelines and Objectives of the Strategic Vision of the Organization of American States (OAS), adopted at the plenary session held on September 12, 2014, subject to review by the Style Committee. To access the document, please �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/ENGLISH/HIST_14/AG06666e04.doc"��click here.�


�.	For additional information, please see the document “Classification of Mandates in the Area of Integral Development (2007-2013) OAS” (document CIDI/doc.87/14), which is available by � HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2014/CIDRP00680E.pdf" ��clicking here�. Also recommended is the document “Report of the Chair of the Ad Hoc Working Group of CIDI to Review Mandates on Integral Development” (CIDI/doc.83/14 rev.1), which is available by �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=cidi/doc.&classNum=83&lang=E"��clicking here.�


�.	To see the agenda of the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, please �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=cidi/cpd/doc.&classNum=62&lang=e"��click here� (document CIDI/DOE/doc.2/10 CIDI03054). 


�.	Resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLVII-E/14), Guidelines and Objectives of the Strategic Vision of the Organization of American States (OAS), adopted at the plenary session held on September 12, 2014, subject to review by the Style Committee. The document may be accessed by �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/ENGLISH/HIST_14/AG06666e04.doc"��click here.�
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