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FINAL REPORT 


The Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) met on October 14 and 15, 2014, at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., United States.


The meeting was chaired by Mr. Ashwin Adhin, Minister of Education and Community Development of Suriname and Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education. Delegates of 24 Member States participated in the meeting
.
I.
OPENING SESSION


The opening address was given by Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS). He underscored the importance of universal and inclusive access to education as the key element in development, and he emphasized the challenge that exists in the development and implementation of public policies that effectively promote equality of opportunities through education. In addition, he reminded the meeting that at the most recent OAS General Assembly, held in Paraguay, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia had proposed that the member states consider the creation of an inter-American education institute:  a specialized agency that would serve the member states more effectively and comprehensively by bringing together many different stakeholders, including the private sector, to support this initiative
.

Ambassador Neil Parsan, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS and Chair of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), addressed the meeting to speak of CIDI’s role in strengthening political dialogue. He said that inclusive, quality education was crucial for the region’s development. He described cooperation as a mechanism, a means, and an end in itself, emphasizing that CIDI had the mission of raising the profile of development partnerships and knowledge transfers
.

Ms. Marie Levens, Director of the OAS Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment, explained that Minister Adhin would be presenting a proposal in the context of a solid inter-American education agenda, with clearly defined lines of action. She told the delegates that they would be called on to decide on the topic of the next Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education. 


Finally, Mr. Ashwin Adhin, Minister of Education and Community Development of Suriname and Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education, addressed the meeting to say that education was still the most important response that could be given to the challenges the region faces in implementing its development agenda. He also noted the work carried out by the CIE in following up on the mandates handed down by the meetings of Ministers of Education and the Summits of the Americas.


Minister Adhin summarized the results of the most recent Meetings of Ministers of Education and spoke of the five lines of action proposed for building an Inter-American Education Agenda, with a hemispheric perspective that will help bolster the regional and subregional efforts being carried out by the member states and other international organizations and specialized agencies: 

1. Promoting and Monitoring Policies of Quality, Equity, and Inclusion.

2. Strengthening Initial Teacher Preparation, Professional Development, and the Teaching Profession.

3. Promoting STEM Teaching in Primary and Secondary Education, through the Use of Modern Pedagogical Techniques.

4. Use of Information and Communication Technologies in the Teaching and Learning Process.

5. Comprehensive Early Childhood Care and Education.


The Chair put the meeting’s Agenda
/ and Schedule
 forward for adoption. The draft agenda (CIDI/CIE/doc.2/14) was examined and approved.

A. 
Special Address by Ambassador Andrés González, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS 
In his address, Ambassador González emphasized that education was a fundamental axis for development and that achieving the best quality in education was a substantial challenge. In this context, he mentioned that during the last OAS General Assembly, which took place in Asunción, Paraguay, the Chancellor of Colombia, Maria Angela Holguín, proposed the creation of a structure or institution of the inter-american system, to accompany the Member States in the formulation of the best public policies in education and to orient the efforts towards the highest quality standards. He reminded the audience that Member States approved a mandate in Paraguay where they entrusted the Secretary General the necessary technical evaluation for the formulation of the project. 

The delegate of Trinidad and Tobago spoke of the hemispheric vision proposed by the Chair of the CIE and the priorities of the 34 member states. He emphasized the importance of maintaining a solid communications strategy on policies in order to keep the countries up to date about topics. He said it was important to maintain links with other organizations in order to receive information about thinking on education, and that the OAS could serve as the coordination agency for information on best practices. He noted that his country’s education priorities included quality, equity, access, gender equality, and inclusion, underscoring topics such as early-childhood education, special education, and fiscal and institutional reforms for ensuring that education ministries have adequately trained work forces. 


The delegate of Chile spoke to highlight the fact that education enjoyed the highest priority under President Bachelet’s second government. Therefore, he said, making progress with the modernization of the education system and with reducing inequalities requires structural changes that his government had proposed to the country, with the understanding that development does not only depend on natural riches but also on the ability of citizens to contribute to that development. The state has assumed education reform as an ethical and economic imperative, with the duty of creating social conditions and of eliminating the profound structural inequalities that affect education systems and prevent improvements in their quality.


The delegate of the United States took the floor to add emphasis to the remarks made by Suriname and Chile and said that, for the government of the United States, education was a priority for promoting economic development and competitiveness, social cohesion, and democratic governance. He underscored the importance of the pillars of equality and quality. He identified the following among the United States government’s thematic priorities:  teacher training, early childhood, special needs, and integrating technology into education to ensure that students can take their places in the workforce and, in this sense, to have a fruitful future that will contribute to the nation’s economy development. Regarding the proposal made by Colombia, the U.S. delegation expressed its doubts about the creation of a new agency, particularly its funding. It requested additional information on the proposal, about how it fitted in with the Organization’s new strategic vision, and what added value it offered in the context of the work carried out by the existing agencies. 


The delegation of Costa Rica said it found the Colombian proposal attractive, as an idea undergoing discussion and consultation, because it could align itself with a potential new phase in inter-American awareness about education and the creation of a platform for action and communication that leveraged existing efforts and structures. Costa Rica said its government priorities included access to quality education from early childhood; reforms in mathematics and sciences, where the administration was working to position environmental topics; success and permanence in secondary education; the broader use of information technologies; the inclusion of children with special needs and the indigenous population; teacher training and professionalization; a clearer definition of gender policies in the education area and in the classroom; and, finally, the management of the topic of education per se.

In his address, the delegate of Bolivia acknowledged that education was a topic that poses challenges for the Hemisphere and that it offered the only path for social transformation. He said that the OAS must prioritize objectives in the short, medium, and long terms, while respecting countries’ cultural identities, in order to support the governments, which are responsible for strengthening universal education. He described the CIE meeting as an important venue, and said that the decision regarding the Agenda must include agreeing on concrete results that are attainable by all the countries, since the levels of education inequality in the Hemisphere were notable. He expressed Bolivia’s support for the institute proposed by Colombia, emphasizing the importance of a discussion on the financial component of the proposal, so that the institute could effectively assist the Member States.


The delegate of Haiti said that the value of Colombia’s proposal should be considered and that Haiti would participate and contribute to it in order to ensure it was able to assist the member states. He stated that Haiti had not yet attained universal coverage in education; and he also underscored the importance the government of that country placed on education in achieving social justice. The government was focused on the quality of education, of teaching, and of the education system. 


Ambassador Ramdin spoke again to add that Foreign Minister Holguín had addressed the need for a transformational and positive initiative in the Americas that would allow the expansion of the number of actors and stakeholders to improve what the OAS was already doing. He said that Ambassador González’s remarks highlighted the fact that the General Assembly had issued a mandate, to be implemented by the General Secretariat, and so an inclusive Special Working Group was to be set up – involving the OAS Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment and its Financial and Legal Departments, experts, the member states, and regional groups – which would carry out consultations who results will serve as input for the preparation of a document that will present possible scenarios for the creation of the institute for the consideration of Member States. Finally, Ambassador Ramdin said that this task would be carried out before the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education and the Summit of the Americas.


The delegate of Ecuador took the floor to indicate the education priorities of the Ecuadorian government, which included education quality, early childhood, strengthening teachers’ professional development, and strategies for implementing information and communication technologies within education. 


The delegate of Suriname spoke to say that education was vital in attaining economic and social development and that the government of that country was committed to bringing about significant improvements in the areas of education, housing, and health services through major investments and institutional engagement. The following were among the priorities that the delegation identified: access to quality and inclusive education, abolition of enrolment fees in primary and secondary education, early-childhood education, access to information and communications technologies, knowledge creation and exchanges of best practices, teacher preparation and training, strengthening the teaching profession, preparing students for the job market, and, finally, development of curriculums in light of the countries’ development needs. 


The delegate of Dominica expressed his country’s support for the OAS’s work in the education field. He said that it was necessary, in the context of the Post-2015 Agenda, to determine the focus of the region’s working agenda, and he noted that perhaps we should address our attention to the topic of inclusion and economic citizenship to make the dream of equality a reality. 


The delegate of Brazil noted his concern about the creation of the proposed institute as a new agency, given the number of subregional efforts and mechanisms that already existed. He agreed with the Bolivian delegate on the need to focus on concrete results, and he called for the creation of a discussion forum to allow the international organizations to work together and in parallel. 


The delegate of Belize said that education was a way to break the poverty cycle. He stated that his country had conducted a diagnostic assessment, which indicated that the priorities coincided with the five lines of action proposed by the Chair of the CIE. The government’s education objectives are the following:  improving equitable access, quality, and governance in the sector, improving enrollment and completion rates in technical education, and teacher preparation, and training.


The delegate of Colombia spoke to thank the delegations for expressing their concerns, which provided a solid starting point for discussions. He said that the added value of the proposal was to provide a hemispheric perspective that addressed growth with inclusion. 

B.
Presentation of the Report of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat


Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez, Secretary of the Summits of the Americas Process, referred to the Summits Process and the Education Ministerials and said that the Summit process had a structure in which other sectoral areas could offer recommendations. He commented that the theme selected for the next Summit meeting is inequality and prosperity, and that Panama has identified education as one of the fundamental topics for attaining prosperity with equity. The host country has also suggested that this topic be addressed in accordance with three broad areas, such as: universal coverage, strengthening vocational technical education and education programs intended to cover the needs of small and medium-sized enterprises, and working to promote entrepreneurship and informal companies.

I.
FIRST PLENARY SESSION: CURRENT STATUS OF ACTIVITIES PURSUANT TO THE MANDATES FROM THE SEVENTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION, THE FORTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND THE SIXTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS.
A.   
Presentation of the report of the Chair of the CIE and its Technical Secretariat 

The Technical Secretariat gave a presentation on the work carried out by the Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment following the VII Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, and in the framework of the mandates emanated from the Declaration of Paramaribo on the topic of improving the quality of Education
. The presentation highlighted that all the Department’s initiatives were centered on promoting and strengthening teacher training with five main characteristics: 

•
Bolstering the capacity of institutions responsible for training teachers in the member states 

•
Provide teacher training in the context of training agents for community development 

•
Provide an inclusive approach for all teachers 

•
Promote the applicability of training in the classroom 

•
Strengthening the contexts of cooperation, where we all learn from each other.

Besides describing the Department’s main projects that have to do with the topic of teacher training, the presentation commented other important initiatives
:  
· The Scholarships Program, which awards scholarships for master’s degrees, doctorates, or postgraduate research leading toward a university degree; scholarships for the final two years of university studies for first degrees for citizens and residents of the member states of the English-speaking Caribbean and Suriname; 
· The Partnerships Program for Education and Training (PAEC), which offers other opportunities for academic study fellowships with the support of its partner institutions in the Americas and around the world; 
· The Educational Portal of the Americas has three main strategies:  a) on-line courses, on-site and partially on-site courses; b)virtual dialogues on education; and, c) the use of new technologies to improve communications and promote political dialogue;

· EDUCASTEM (Scientific Education, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics for the Development of the Americas), whose activities, coordinated with the Ministries of Education, are based on scientific research and its use for development approach. The initiative works on this topic in coordination with various ministries from the member states. Through a partnership with Teachers Without Borders, a certification method has been devised for teachers who did not graduate from the formal education system.
· VirtualEduca was also part of the presentation, a mechanism that allows for the continued strengthening of the teacher-training component. 


Ms. Marie Levens, the Department’s Director, promised to forward the member states a more detailed report on the Department’s activities. She said that the Department’s activities were based on mandates issued by the Education Ministerials, and that they followed the instructions of the member states as regards the thematic areas of education in which initiatives are undertaken.

The Technical Secretariat of the CIE also presented a report on the progress of the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN).  The audience was reminded of ITEN’s  long history:  an initiative that arose 10 years ago when it was formalized at the V Regular meeting of the CIE and that was later ratified at the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education in 2012. This initiative meets the member states’ aspirations regarding teacher training in the Americas.


ITEN, the presenter explained, has three pillars: a) exchange of knowledge, b) capacity building, and c) technical assistance – with two target audiences: the framers of public policies, and teachers working at the primary and secondary levels. The offerings available for teachers include those related to professional development, intended to teach them strategies for promoting critical thinking among their students, for example, through the use of a toolbox. Reference was made to other tools of ITEN, like the webinars, the Inter-American Collaboratory on the Teaching Profession (Co-PED), the massive on-line courses (MOOCs), and the radio programs for reaching rural communities.


The delegate of the United States took the floor to express his appreciation of the efforts made with implementing the ITEN, which he described as a tool that showcased the added value of the multilateral process and that complemented the various mandates on education quality handed down by the Summits and the ministerial meetings. The Delegate invited the member states to consider investing in the initiative. 

III.
SECOND PLENARY SESSION: PRESENTATION OF THE PROPOSAL FOR DEVELOPMENT OF AN INTER-AMERICAN EDUCATION AGENDA WITH A COLLABORATIVE AND INTERSECTORAL FOCUS
A.
Presentation of the proposal. Ashwin Adhin, Minister of Education and Community Development of Suriname, Chair of the CIE

The Chair of the CIE presented the rationale behind the proposal for constructing an Inter-American Education Agenda, as a strategy proposing a comprehensive and flexible approach to provide an intersectoral and collaborative response to the complexities of the region’s educational realities, to promote the revitalization of the political dialogue and hemispheric action in Education, and the promotion of initiatives for the interrelation of Education and other fundamental aspects of the development agenda of the region, in cooperation with other initiatives. This proposal is based on the Declarations issued by the most recent ministerials and on the commitments assumed at the Summits of the Americas
. The proposed lines of action are:

1. Promoting and Monitoring Policies of Quality, Equity, and Inclusion.
2. Strengthening Initial Teacher Preparation, Professional Development, and the Teaching Profession.
3. Promoting STEM Teaching in Primary and Secondary Education, through the Use of Modern Pedagogical Techniques.
4. Use of Information and Communication Technologies in the Teaching and Learning Process.
5. Comprehensive Early Childhood Care and Education.

The Chair of the CIE thanked the delegations for the responses received from the Ministries/Secretariats of Education to the survey distributed by the Technical Secretariat on the priority lines of action and their subtopics. 

B. 
Special address by the Minister of Education of Panama on the place, date, and theme of the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education

The delegate of Panama took the floor and announced that his country would be hosting the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education to take place on February 4 and 5, 2015, in Panama City. The delegate used the opportunity to indicate that the government of Panama had placed education among its top priorities, emphasizing a range of topics including improving elementary education and its coverage; ensuring that young people conclude their secondary education and thereby reducing crime rates; providing new educational alternatives at the technological level, to improve inclusion in the job market; offering bilingual education in Panama, with which the numerous indigenous communities that have to complete their education in their mother tongue in order to then continue with a second language would not be ignored; eradicating illiteracy in those communities; attending to people with special needs and including them in the system; and, finally, improving education in science, mathematics, and reading, and strengthening the teaching profession. Because of those challenges, he said, Panama believed it was timely to propose the cooperative construction of an Inter-American Education Agenda as an ideal central topic for continuing the political dialogue at the Eighth Ministerial. 


The delegate of Trinidad and Tobago took the floor to applaud Panama’s leadership and sense of responsibility in offering to host the next education ministerial. He proposed evaluating and reviewing the region’s place in the global education context. Besides following up on and monitoring, the delegation also proposed the reflexion on the direction sought for Education in the Hemisphere; the delegation suggested that the declaration to be adopted by the next Ministerial should acknowledge education as a pillar of civilization. He said that based on the STEM presentation, the field should be expanded to include research as innovation. He also stated that the Declaration should include the topics of information and communication technologies, early childhood, special needs, and health issues in the context of special needs. 


The delegate of the Dominican Republic addressed the meeting to applaud the proposal for an Inter-American Education Agenda, particularly in the context of what his country calls its Education Revolution, which is working for equality of opportunities in access to education, from preschool to secondary education, the modernization of the education system to heighten its democracy, and the mobilization of resources for education. 


The Chair of the CIE then asked the member states for nominations to serve as the meeting’s rapporteur. The delegation of Panama nominated Costa Rica, whose representative was elected by acclamation.

C.
Presentation of the outcomes of the Consultation with Ministries of Education regarding lines of action and subtopics assigned to the Technical Secretariat

The Technical Secretariat thanked the Permanent Missions for the time they spent participating in the process for preparing the proposal for the Agenda’s construction and for the support they expressed while communicating with the capitals of their countries. The Technical Secretariat sent out a consultation form to the Ministries/Secretariats of Education with five lines of action suggested by the Chair of the CIE to be part of the Inter-American Education Agenda. Eighteen member states responded to this consultation and indicated their priority lines of action and their respective subthemes. The Technical Secretariat organized the information and presented them in this session
. Among the most important results, it is worth to highlight teacher training and a quality, inclusive education. The order of priorities established by the member states was, in descending order, as follows:

1. Strengthening Initial Teacher Preparation, Professional Development, and the Teaching Profession;
2. Use of Information Technologies; Comprehensive Early Childhood Care and Education; Promoting and Monitoring Policies of Quality, Equity, and Inclusion;
3. Promoting STEM teaching.
Member States, in the framework of their national priorities, suggested additional lines of action, such as: 

1. Strengthening public education;
2. Secondary-school education;
3. Keeping students in secondary school;
4.
Technical and vocational education;
5.
Early detection of special needs.

The discussions of the presentations were lively and served to indicate that the countries’ needs are relatively similar among Member States, and could support the beginning of the work on a proposal for an Inter-American Education Agenda. The delegation of Colombia proposed that the CIDI Committee on Policies would be the appropriate instance to begin the review of the Agenda proposal with the Ministries/Secretariats of Education and the Ministries of Foreign Affairs. 


The Technical Secretariat gave a brief presentation on the formalization of Panama’s offer to host the next education ministerial and the proper documentation and steps to be followed in the framework of CIDI. The work in preparation to the VIII Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education would be carried out by the Technical Secretariat of the CIE providing support to and following instructions of the Authorities of the CIE in close coordination with the Committee on Partnership-for-Development Policies of CIDI.


The delegation of Panama took the floor to remind the other delegations of the short time available between this meeting and the preparatory meeting for the education ministerial. Panama therefore suggested that the delegations conduct their discussions during this meeting, in order to establish the priority lines of action in the Agenda for each subregion. The delegation proposed continuing to work with the Technical Secretariat to make the ministerial meeting an occasion for adopting resolutions and proposing concrete goals for joint implementation.


D.
Discussion and agreements on the five lines of action proposed for the Inter-American Education Agenda


The delegates elected the Rapporteur of the Session.  The Head of the Delegation of Costa Rica, Minister Sonia Marta Mora Escalante, was elected by acclamation.


Presentations were then given on each of the lines of action proposed for inclusion in the Inter-American Education Agenda. 

1.
Promoting and Monitoring Policies of Quality, Equity, and Inclusion. The presentation, by the delegation of Chile, was based on the change of paradigm in education to make it a social right, preventing segregation through an education reform bill
.

2.
Strengthening Initial Teacher Preparation, Professional Development, and the Teaching Profession. The delegation of Panama began this presentation by saying that the topic is seen as vital in its educational systems, that it had been a theme at the Cartagena, Quito, and Paramaribo Ministerial meetings, and that it was considered a critical factor in ensuring quality education and in reducing inequality. It reminded the meeting that the quality of an education system was limited by the quality of its teachers. The presentation concluded with a reference to Panama’s efforts on this topic and the incentives that it provided. 
 

3.
Use of Information and Communication Technologies in the Teaching and Learning Process. The delegation of Uruguay gave a presentation on the Ceibal Plan, a computer-equipment and connectivity partnership plan through which each student and each teacher in the country has received a portable computer as a way to combat the digital divide and promote inclusion. The project promotes information and communications technologies as a catalyst for the generation of wealth, human development, and social inclusion
.
4.
Comprehensive Early Childhood Care and Education. The delegation of Colombia gave this presentation, in which it emphasized the importance of the topic in light of individual human development. The Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education adopted the Hemispheric Commitment for Early Childhood, which was ratified at the Quito and Paramaribo ministerials, strengthening the capacities of the member states through cooperation partnerships. The presentation concluded by showcasing the achievements of the De Cero a 5iempre policy, a program of comprehensive policies for early-childhood services
.

Unfortunately, the delegation that was to present the fifth line of action, “Promoting STEM teaching and learning in primary and secondary education, using modern pedagogical techniques,” was unable to attend the meeting. 


This session also included a presentation by UNESCO Chile titled “The Post-2015 Education and Development Agenda in Latin America and the Caribbean.” Unfortunately, Mr. Atilio Pizarro, Section Chief for Planning, Management, Monitoring and Evaluation at UNESCO’s Regional Office for Education in Latin America and the Caribbean (OREALC), had a health emergency and was unable to attend the meeting. The meeting’s plenary offered its best wishes for his prompt recovery. Instead, the Technical Secretariat gave the participants a copy of UNESCO Chile’s conceptual report.


The first day of the meeting concluded with an agreement about the methodology for the second day of the meeting. The second day would begin with the delegations gathering by subregions/regions to begin the task of discussing and defining the lines of action. In addition, rapporteurs were elected for each of the subregions. A delegate from the Technical Secretariat would moderate the subregional/regional discussions.

E.
Rapporteur’s report on the conclusions, agreements, and recommendations of the delegations on the lines of action

The second day of the meeting began with the Rapporteur’s report. The Rapporteur began her report indicating that participants agreed that in addition to being a fundamental right, education was a factor in mobilizing development, equality, and social inclusion and in reducing poverty. The Agenda would be a key component in the regional development agenda. The discussions strengthened and showcased the importance of the lines of action proposed for the construction of the Agenda. They validated the importance of the proposed lines of action, together with the need for instruments to set the starting points and specific actions that will enable us to attain national and regional goals. Several countries emphasized the need for a diagnostic assessment to inform the ministers’ decision-making process in constructing the Agenda. They recommended that the Technical Secretariat work with the Ministry of Education of Panama to ensure the steps necessary to institutionalize the process. 


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago suggested adding a line of action for special education, to ensure the early detection of existing problems and the provision of timely interventions. 


The delegation of Haiti underscored the need for a country-by-country education diagnostic assessment, to which end it proposed the creation of a regional evaluation framework. 


The Technical Secretariat spoke about the CIE’s existing work on the topic of regional evaluation and the development of other projects in the countries in the area of special education; these could be made available, leveraged, and updated, if the mandate was received.


The delegation of El Salvador spoke of a Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities. In this area, SEDI has faced problems in establishing the indicators, which are being revised to make them more specific and relevant to national realities. Initiatives for the education of older people also exist. 


The delegation of Canada addressed the topic of indicators. It suggested reviewing the work underway by UNESCO in the context of Post-2015 Education to see what could be used or adapted. 


The Technical Secretariat underscored the need to interconnect the work of the OAS with that of other organizations. A brief presentation was also given on Regional Education Indicators Program that the OAS carried out with Mexico’s Secretariat of Public Education and the UNESCO statistics agency. This initiative arose from a meeting of the Summit of the Americas and was intended to monitor the Millennium Goal indicators for the year 2000 in the Latin American and Caribbean region. The project concluded in 2010.


The delegation of the Dominican Republic suggested considering information and communications technology in a crosscutting fashion, as an implementation mechanism. The delegation of Colombia supported that idea.

The delegation of Panama, referring to the delegation of Haiti’s comments on evaluation, said that this Agenda already contained a monitoring and follow-up component. Indicators and follow-up mechanisms represented an important contribution. The Technical Secretariat recalled the major component of evaluation with contact points in the national education evaluation agencies.

The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago applauded the decision to establish indicators for each country and as a region. The delegation also noted that the importance of the topic of STEM should not be forgotten, together with that of technical and vocational education.
IV.
THIRD PLENARY SESSION: INTERSECTORAL COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF EDUCATION. COOPERATION EXPERIENCES WITH THE AREA OF EMPLOYMENT
A. Presentation by Delegation of Colombia, as President of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor 

At the most recent Conference of Ministers of Labor, Colombia was elected to serve as Chair for the 2013-2015 period. The delegation of Colombia highlighted the essential role of connecting training and employment to attain a higher level of development in the region. Mention was made of the Declaration of Medellín, which calls for reflection on the challenges of the labor market and of connecting the job supply and demand. The speaker underscored the importance of promoting policies for training and continuous education, the promotion of information and communication technologies, and of mechanisms for reaching the most vulnerable groups in order to improve job skills. 


Given that the Technical Secretariat of the CIE works in close relationsip with the Education and Employment areas, it was suggested that a meeting of the Troika of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor could take place in Panama. That Conference’s articulation of permanent horizontal cooperation is very important and could result in an interesting experience for the authorities of Education. 


The delegate of Trinidad and Tobago remarked on the agencies that existed in the Caribbean for establishing the needs of the labor market, training for work, and interconnections with the education system. The Minister of Education and Community Development of Suriname expanded this information by describing the experiences of his country.


The delegate of Haiti noted that the labor market evolves more swiftly than educational policies and programs. The education sector should respond to the needs of the labor market with students that have an appropriate level of training. He also suggested that the education sector serve as a generator of employment, since university graduates could be potential investors.

V. FOURTH PLENARY SESSION. INTER-AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL TRENDS: THE ROAD TO EGALITARIAN, INCLUSIVE, AND QUALITY EDUCATION
A.
North American Sub Region. Presentation by the Delegation of the United States of America


The presentation by the delegation of the United States provided an overview of the education system, its functions, and its areas of responsibility on the topic.  In connection with the state of the art in the country’s education, the U.S. indicated that it had attained the highest level of secondary-school completion in the past 50 years, an increase of 50% in university admissions with financial assistance, and a significant reduction in drop-out rates, particularly among Latinos and low-income students. However, members of low-income and minority families still graduate from university at a significantly lower rate than their better-off counterparts. The government’s education priorities include increasing equality and opportunities for all students; second, quality early education; third, strengthening support for teachers; fourth, a relevant school experience with skills for the 21st century.

VI.
FIFTH PLENARY SESSION: PRESENTATION OF THE CONCLUSIONS AND WORKING AGREEMENTS OF THE SUBREGIONAL GROUPS ON THE IDENTIFICATION OF SUBTHEMES AND POSSIBLE MECHANISMS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

The Rapporteurs of the different subregional groups gave presentations on the results of the subregions’ discussions on their priority lines of action and set subtopics. The five lines of action proposed were: 

1. Promoting and Monitoring Policies of Quality, Equity, and Inclusion.

2. Strengthening Initial Teacher Preparation, Professional Development, and the Teaching Profession.

3. Promoting STEM Teaching in Primary and Secondary Education, through the Use of Modern Pedagogical Techniques.

4. Use of Information and Communication Technologies in the Teaching and Learning Process.

5. Comprehensive Early Childhood Care and Education.

A. North American Sub Region.  

The Sub Region defined two main lines of action:

1. Promoting and Monitoring Policies of Quality, Equity, and Inclusion. 

2.
Strengthening Initial Teacher Preparation, Professional Development, and the Teaching Profession.


The topic of Information and Communications Technologies was identified as a crosscutting issue. Regarding the subtopics, the subregion asked the Technical Secretariat to review the list provided to eliminate redundancies and shorten it, so it could be voted on by the subregion. It also noted the importance of aligning the Agenda with other existing global frameworks, such as the Post-2015 Development Goals. In addition, the subregion said it placed a great priority on the ministerial dialogue, which it saw as an opportunity for open and frank discussions. Finally, it said it was necessary to distinguish between a broader agenda that the countries would set as a priority and those commitments that the CIE has control over or could implement.

B. Central American Sub Region.  

This sub region decided to adopt the topic of Inclusion as a crosscutting axis in the different lines of action.



Line of Action 1: Promoting and Monitoring Policies of Quality, Equity, and Inclusion.  The Subregion defined the following subtopics.

•
Quality and relevance of learning as the focal point of educational undertakings 

•
Promotion of centers of education with quality services

•
Fostering inclusive education based on diversity

•
Establishment of a culture of evaluation based on an information system with indicators and statistics per region (culture of quality and information systems). To prepare the inputs, the subregion decided to ask the Technical Secretariat for information on the main projects in this area at the inter-American level and to investigate the successes and challenges in executing those projects, in order to reveal lessons learned in the field of evaluation and information systems.

•
Promotion of critical thinking and the logical reasoning, investigative spirit, and communications skills of students

•
Preparation for the exercise of civic life 


Line of Action 2:  Strengthening Initial Teacher Preparation, Professional Development, and the Teaching Profession. 
The Subregion defined the following subtopics: 
•
Training for teachers and administrators by means of a plan for continuous and relevant training that incorporates innovative pedagogical practices


•
Promotion of innovative approaches for initial teacher training


•
Importance of teacher training for special education

•
Attracting talented people with a vocation into the teaching profession and keeping them in the system


•
Actions to raise the standing and development of the teaching profession

•
Promotion of a mobility program and internships for teachers among the member states to promote good practices

Line of Action 3: Promoting STEM Teaching in Primary and Secondary Education, through the Use of Modern Pedagogical Techniques.  

The Subregion defined the following subtopics:
•
Providing teachers with the skills, knowledge, and attitudes necessary for effective STEM teaching


•
Developing appropriate pedagogical tools for STEM teaching

•
Using ICTs for the design and implementation of STEM teaching methods

•
Developing vocational contents to be used in STEM teaching that are appropriate in terms of ages and educational development 



Line of Action 4: Use of Information and Communication Technologies in the Teaching and Learning Process.

The Subregion defined the following subtopics:
•
Continuous training for teachers on how to teach ICTs and how to use new pedagogical methods based on new technologies

•
Management and creation of classes based on new pedagogical techniques that use new technologies, and the effective and efficient use of ICTs with an inclusive approach in the classroom 

•
Technical and administrative support for centers of education in the use of ICTs in learning processes and in their own institutional management 



Line of Action 5: Comprehensive Early Childhood Care and Education

The Subregion defined the following subtopics:

•
Universal coverage of preschool education for children aged 4 and 5 

•
Comprehensive formal and nonformal attention for children aged 0 to 5, including timely stimulation and attention to psycho-affective needs 

•
Highlighting artistic expression, play, and physical activity as basic tools for integral development 

C. South American Region.

The Region established basic principles during its discussions:

1. The need to be realistic about the CIE’s capacity for action 

2. Special consideration for the region’s great diversity in terms of culture and the problems it entails 

3. Take into account the subregional movements of MERCOSUR and UNASUR and not move away from the discussions in those forums; instead, use them as a source of guidance in this process

The region decided that action lines three and four, on STEM and ICTs, should be considered as crosscutting issues and implementation mechanisms for the Agenda. 

Line of Action 1: Promoting and Monitoring Policies of Quality, Equity, and Inclusion.  

The Subregion defined the following two subtopics, which were framed in UNASUR’s objectives 1, 2, and 3.    
•
To promote mechanisms to create programs that will allow inclusive education based on respect and intercultural awareness 

•
To promote modernization in the administration of education to improve education quality and equity 

Line of Action 2:  Strengthening Initial Teacher Preparation, Professional Development, and the Teaching Profession.
The region decided to call it “Strengthening Training, Professional Development, and the Teaching Profession.” The subtopics defined were:

•
Reappraising the teaching profession

•
Creating a network of good practices and cooperation programs in the field of teacher training

Line of Action 3 Comprehensive Early Childhood Care and Education

•
Strengthening policies to ensure universal access to early-childhood education 


D.
Caribbean Sub Region. 

Line of Action 1: Promoting and Monitoring Policies of Quality, Equity, and Inclusion.  

The Subregion defined the following subtopics:
•
Offer centers of education with all quality services, emphasizing the following issues:
· Trained, qualified, and open-minded teachers 

· Improved accessibility (special needs and transportation)

· Infrastructure

· Promoting school nutrition programs 

· Development based on the student 

· Reducing school absenteeism 

•
Promoting the use of ICTs in teaching and learning processes. Adapting ICTs to accelerate the accomplishment of learning goals

•
Promoting hands-on education (understanding, critical and analytical thought)


•
Providing the education public system with adequate funding


•
Designing and developing an inclusive intervention plan


•
Developing a student-centered development model 

•
Train teachers in the timely detection and handling of special educational needs 

· Learning and use of sign language and the Braille system

· Design and use of tools for the early detection of children with special needs

VII.
SIXTH PLENARY SESSION: DIALOGUE ON POSSIBLE MECHANISMS FOR FOLLOW-UP AND FEEDBACK ON, AND EVALUATION OF, THE INTER-AMERICAN EDUCATION AGENDA

The Chair of the CIE invited the delegations to discuss possible follow-up, feedback, and evaluation mechanisms for the Inter-American Education Agenda. It was decided that this topic would be addressed in greater detail at the Meeting of Ministers of Education.

VIII.
 SEVENTH PLENARY SESSION: ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS AND THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE CIE


The Technical Secretariat reported that it had received three candidacies to serve as authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Education: one for the Chair, from Panama
; and two for the First Vice Chair: from Costa Rica
, seeking reelection, and from Colombia
. 

The result of the election of the CIE’s authorities was as follows:

Chair
Panama

First Vice Chair 
Costa Rica
Second Vice Chair
Colombia

In the election of the Executive Committee, the results were as follows:

Subregion



Principal Delegate

Alternate Delegate 

North American subregion 

Mexico



United States

Central American subregion

pending



pending

Southern Cone subregion 

pending



pending

Caribbean subregion


Suriname


Haiti
Andean subregion


Ecuador 


pending

IX.
EIGHTH PLENARY SESSION: OTHER BUSINESS

The Technical Secretariat thanked the subregions for their hard work in finalizing the definitions and stated that the meeting’s discussions had allowed a lively political dialogue, with excellent interventions by the delegations.


The Technical Secretariat announced that it prepared a document: a form for preparing a guide for horizontal cooperation practices, programs, and initiatives
. It also announced that to continue the political dialogue, a platform would be created where the delegates could upload ideas that perhaps were not fully explored because of time or thematic constraints, to be conveyed to the Chair and the two Vice Chairs through the Technical Secretariat. We need that kind of successful practices as well as those which could help us decide what not to do. 


The delegation of Paraguay thanked the delegation of Suriname and, in particular, the Chair of the CIE, for its leadership in getting technical experts and political authorities to sit down together to talk, which was no easy task. Since the lines of action discussed have already been defined in other regional forums, the Technical Secretariat called on the delegates, in preparing for the ministerial process, to adopt a realistic attitude regarding what the OAS is capable of attaining, since the added value we seek to secure for the Organization in the field of education is the identification of very specific topics that can be attained and executed by the Technical Secretariat.


The Secretariat clarified that the information being sought did not begin from zero; on the contrary, that the goal was to gather information from the countries that have not had the opportunity to share their experiences, to create a catalogue for cooperation that is as broad as possible. 

X.
CLOSING SESSION


A.
Elected Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education

The outgoing Chair of the CIE welcomed the incoming Chair, who expressed her gratitude for her election and reiterated her commitment to organizing the Eighth Meeting of Ministers of Education and to preparing a proposal for an Inter-American Education Agenda. She also asked the delegations to assume the commitment of reviewing the proposal prior to the Preparatory Meeting, as to begin that meeting with a consensus-based document for addressing the general improvement of Education in the Americas, continuing the political dialogue, and building a strategy for cooperation.
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