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Education continues to be one of the most important approaches, and I may say the main response, to the most important challenges faced by the region towards implementing its development agenda. As the OAS Inter-American Democratic Charter states in its article 16, “Education is key to strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, and alleviating poverty and fostering greater understanding among our peoples. To achieve these ends, it is essential that a quality education be available to all, including girls and women, rural inhabitants, and minorities”.


Education is the key to create and reinforce the virtuous cycle of increasing welfare and democratizing our societies. Through education we provide children and youth the opportunity to learn about, recognize and respect their culture, the present and history of their communities, countries and the world; to build upon our lessons learnt and recognize the challenges we are facing to develop more democratic societies, in the economic, political, and cultural sense. The path towards democratization and welfare needs creative, responsible and empowered citizens, who are able to learn not only from experiences, but to critically reflect over them; citizens who can become agents of change, able to live together the present and develop collective actions in their communities and the world that transform the individual and social lives of people. As John Dewey says, “Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself”. 


In opportunity of the VI Summits of the Americas held in Cartagena in 2012, OAS Member States ratified their commitment to ensure equal access to primary and secondary education for all, to promote improvement in the quality of education at all levels, increased access to tertiary, technical, and vocational education, as soon as possible, with particular attention to vulnerable groups and those with special education needs, using, inter alia, the modality of distance learning, and to promote strengthening of literacy programs. These goals are also reflected within the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education, which have been representing, since 1998, a unique process for the Ministers of Education of the region to dialogue over the major challenges, opportunities, and lessons learnt of the region in the education area, exchange practices and explore cooperation possibilities. 


In the last Ministerial Meetings, the Ministers of Education also agreed that cooperation is one of the most critical mechanisms to implement the aforementioned policy principles. During the VII Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, which was held in Paramaribo, Suriname, Member States instructed the Inter-American Commission of Education to support of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to strengthening horizontal cooperation and technical assistance in lines of action that include (1) promoting and monitoring policies of quality, equity, and inclusion; (2) strengthening initial teacher preparation, professional development, and the teaching profession; (3) 
comprehensive early childhood care and education; (4) education in democratic values and practices; and (5) the use of information and communications technologies in the teaching and learning process.  


Cooperation can only be possible if it is based on, and accompanied by a sustained dialogue that, in addition to expressing our interests, provide us with the opportunity of debating, understanding and reflecting over together how to develop an innovative and participative approach to the multiple challenges that our countries are facing in the area of education. An approach that takes into consideration and articulates all the progresses that our countries have made in the last decades, all the discussions and the work advanced at a sub-regional level, as well as the world educational tendencies. I believe that this hemispheric approach can contribute, at the same time, to enhance and enrich the perspectives around how to achieve a quality, equal and inclusive education that is accessible to all citizens of the Americas.


Dialogue, exchange and international cooperation are key factors that strengthen and enrich the national efforts by generating resources, knowledge and the necessary alliances to achieve a real transformation of education that will result in the concrete benefit of citizens and communities of the Americas. The experience taught us that the cooperation plays an increasing significant role in the transferring of knowledge and the exchange of information and innovative practices among OAS Member States. 

The OAS, and in particular the CIDI, have played a major role in promoting dialogue and catalyzing and facilitating cooperation process among OAS Member States towards achieving integral and sustainable development. In the area of education, this role was played in particular by the Inter-American Committee on Education. Since its creation in 2003 by the Ministers of Education of the OAS Member States, the CIE, with the assistance of its Technical Secretariat, represented by the Department of Human Development, Education and Employment, has performed as a permanent ministerial dialogue mechanism responsible for the development and follow-up on the lines of action established by the Ministers of Education in order to respond to the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas. In order to carry out its functions, the CIE holds Regular Meetings and Meetings of the Authorities. During these meetings, the Ministers of Education of the Americas continue to promote policy dialogue, review and provide follow-up to the activities carried out in response to the mandates and plans of actions emanated from the Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education and the Summits of the Americas, as well as plan the organization of ministerial meetings


Within this framework, this meeting, through which we are building the preparation process for the organization of the VIII Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, occurs in a key moment within the framework of the regional and world discussions that are taking place in education, in particular connected with the Post 2015 Education Agenda and its interrelation with the Post 2015 Development Agenda. It is also a key institutional moment for the OAS, which has just approved a new strategic vision oriented towards reinforcing the contributions that the organization is able to provide to Member States for the development of the priorities identified, as well as to state the importance that both dialogue and cooperation have to achieve present and future development goals of the region.


Therefore, this meeting is, in addition of being a new opportunity to work together and to engage in a regional discussion about education, it is a possibility of continuing the debates already conducted within the OAS political bodies, regarding the activities that are framed under the Integral Development area, as well as strategizing the first steps towards the building of an hemispheric vision of education that helps us identify priorities and focus our collaborative and inter-sectorial actions on the development of proposals to approach them. This hemispheric vision should complement and reinforce the efforts that are already being made by sub-regional organizations as well as by other multilateral organizations. We are sure that it can also contribute to their development, with renewed hemispheric perspectives built by the 34 OAS Member States.


Thinking about education but more inter-thinking on education is what is expected from us today. With the creative process of inter-thinking; the inter-penetration of minds man achieves great heights of culture and civilization. Today with the challenge to deepen the integration process of our region, another opportunity has been granted to us; another opportunity for inter-thinking to rise to this challenge.


Having said this, I would like to kindly ask for your involvement, engagement and contributions to the discussions that we are going to have during this meeting.


I declare the VI Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Commission of Education, open.
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