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As we all know, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) has the task of continuing, with the support from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), the strengthening of policy dialogue on the areas related to integral development.  Discussions, at meetings such as this, provide an opportunity for an exchange of views on the formulation of policy and initiatives on the various sectoral issues of CIDI.  The discussion among delegations also encourages the pursuit of synergies and complementarities on these very issues bearing in mind the Ministerial processes associated with each sector.  This morning we address one very important sector that is crucial to our region’s development – education. 


CIDI also endeavors to promote and enhance existing partnership mechanisms and approaches, since they contribute to knowledge transfer among countries and to their overall integral development process. These bonds of cooperation among our Member States serve as a bridge of solidarity and commitment to the welfare of our societies and to the strengthening of our institutions.  The more committed we are to this process and the strengthening of institutions, the more we will fortify our institutions and education systems.  Similarly, we should keep in mind that, in previous Ministerial declarations, Member States have recognized education as a fundamental human right, a public asset, a development tool for achieving greater social equity and overcoming poverty, and a key means of strengthening democratic institutions. The value of education is also recognized in the Inter-American Democratic Charter and the Social Charter of the Americas.  Both reflect the importance of our topic today, and the instruments we seek for meeting our objectives in this area.  


This meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education--the sixth since its creation by the Member States in 2003--is an opportunity to promote policy dialogue on the priorities of each of our countries in the area of education and to review, based on these priorities, the options to actualize this policy for the hemisphere.  The purpose of forging or developing a hemispheric vision for education is precisely intended to foster the integration of the rich perspectives of our countries and the subregions, taking into consideration the practices, resources, and lessons learned.  The aim is to understand and consider how to approach the challenges associated with pursuing quality education that is also inclusive and equitable for the benefit of all citizens in the hemisphere.


One example for achieving such a hemispheric agenda on education is through cooperation, which has grown from being an added component of such programs to a topic of special relevance at the two most recent Ministerial meetings on education. At these meetings, the Ministers of Education instructed CIE to deem cooperation among the most important mechanism for addressing priority issues.

Integration is based on cooperation.  This "cooperación solidaria," or partnership, can be seen as a means and an end to itself.  It allows for collaboration to advance and consolidate practices, policies, and experiences that impact on the further development of all our societies.  This requires states parties to assume a proactive role in approaching the challenges and opportunities set out by this co-building initiative.  Therefore, given the magnitude of tasks to be undertaken in the sphere of education, we join in the Post-2015 Development Agenda's appeal for “strengthening of South-South and North-South Cooperation mechanisms, innovative financing for development, and the setting up of alliances and coalitions in the broadest sense, in support of education in the region.”


Given the scope of issues addressed, such as education, SEDI (the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development) has assumed the task of maximizing synergies within and among its departments, in the interest of boosting efficiency, making use of linkages among the topics it addresses, and improving the formulation and implementation of education programs, projects, and activities.


As Chair of CIDI, I invite all Member States, at this particular meeting, to participate actively in this education policy dialogue, so that we may coordinate and harmonize educational measures, efforts, and initiatives to achieve greater equity and access  to quality education for our citizens. 


I hope that this policy dialogue is  strengthened, and that it will prove highly productive in terms of preparations for the convening of the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education due to be held in early 2015. Let me take this opportunity to invite the Member States, through cooperation among their education Ministries and the Permanent Missions, to continue their participation and involvement in this policy dialogue process, which is vital to making the next education Ministerial responsive to the priorities and collaborative efforts which Member States wish to promote in this region. 


In conclusion, let us seek, in the CIDI framework, appropriate institutional fora for holding periodic meetings which, in addition to facilitating reporting by the CIE Technical Secretariat to the Permanent Missions on developments in this policy dialogue process, will help to gather much needed feedback on the process. The support of the Permanent Missions is vital to its success.


Thank you very much for your attendance at, and commitment to, the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education. May your deliberations be engaging, focused and productive.
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