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1. Universal access to quality and inclusive education, with special attention to at-risk individuals and groups, strengthens human development, social inclusion, economic development, and democratic institutions. 

2.
One of the greatest challenges is how to develop public policies designed to promote equal opportunity through education. This meeting is being held at a key moment in the global discussion on education, which reflects the necessary link/interrelationship between education, equity, and social inclusion. This meeting is also being held at a crucial time for the OAS—a time when the member states have decided by consensus to reform its strategic objectives, thereby helping to better coordinate the work of the different areas of the Organization, in particular those involved in integral development. Accordingly, I propose that we address and view policy dialogue in education from an integral development perspective, in order to tie education in with the challenges, problems, and opportunities facing countries in the development area. Education must be a necessary part of the solutions we are seeking.
3.
In situations like the present one, the debate on educational policies must transcend the debate on knowledge; that is, the amount of knowledge that must be acquired. Rather, it must focus on how this knowledge can be attained and applied to local, national, or global realities. To this end, all children, adolescents, and young people must be empowered and must recognize that they have not only rights but also the tools, skills, self-esteem, and self-confidence to bring about these changes. This involves rethinking the traditional approach to the education debate, which examines how education contributes to social equity, and considering how equity and social cohesion can be achieved to guarantee success in the educational process. Overcoming poverty and marginalization should be viewed not only as a result of education but also as a precondition for its success; in other words, an education that can promote equality rather than deepen differences.
4.
This leads us to consider the social dimension of the policy dialogue on education: the debate on education cannot be isolated from the one on social inclusion and therefore the objectives of educational policies are completely aligned with integral development goals.
5.
Our region has heterogeneous educational systems in response to different needs and priorities, in terms of how societies perceive themselves in the present and envisage themselves in the future. In this regard, the challenges are diverse, even within the countries themselves. To take up these challenges, the OAS has promoted and supported regional policy dialogue and the implementation of technical assistance and cooperation initiatives focused on capacity-building in institutions and among individuals.
6.
The history of inter-American dialogue and cooperation on education goes back to 1998, when, in the framework of the Second Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State instructed the OAS to coordinate the efforts of all stakeholders in the education area, so that this commitment would be institutionalized in formal mechanisms for promoting dialogue and cooperation among the countries.  Seven Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Education have been held since then, in Brazil, Mexico, Uruguay, Trinidad and Tobago, Colombia, Ecuador, and Suriname.
7.
Progress in policy dialogue and cooperation processes in education among the member states was facilitated by the establishment in 2003 of the Inter-American Committee on Education, whose Technical Secretariat is the Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment. The Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) is a permanent ministerial dialogue mechanism responsible for the development of and follow-up on the lines of action established by the Ministers of Education to respond to the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas. 
8.
Given that educational quality is one of the priorities agreed to by the region’s educational authorities, the OAS, through the Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment, is committed to continue working with the countries to further develop initiatives on such topics as teacher training, access to quality training opportunities, and the use of new information and communication technologies, among others—initiatives focused on building capacities in institutions and among individuals for the implementation of educational policies and programs.
9.
These efforts would not have been possible without the involvement and leadership of the ministries of education. Accordingly, this meeting of the CIE affords an opportunity to foster a policy dialogue that can focus on the member states’ priorities in the education area and, in light of those priorities, review alternatives for action so as to make them effective. The objective as we begin to develop a hemispheric vision in education is to promote the integration of the rich perspectives of our countries and subregions, practices, resources, and lessons learned, with a view to understanding and reflecting jointly on how to tackle challenges in order to achieve quality, inclusive, and equal education for all people of the Americas. We have to reflect on how the work carried out by the OAS can be reinforced and can dovetail with the efforts countries are making at the subregional level in keeping with their educational realities. We must also consider how this work can be coordinated with other organizations and institutions, such as multilateral organizations, cooperation agencies, and private sector and civil society organizations. 

10.
I invite all member states to become actively involved in the policy dialogue process, which opens a genuine window of opportunity for the member states to take ownership of this working process we are initiating within the CIE and which makes education the protagonist in our countries’ development agenda.

11.
I wish you a productive and successful meeting.
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