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VII Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education 

The VII Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education chaired by Panama’s Minister of Education, H.M Marcela Paredes de Vazquez  took place at the OAS General Secretariat Building  in Washington DC, on April 28-29, 2016. The purpose of this meeting was to bring together members of the CIE, High Education Authorities in the Hemisphere, as well as Delegates /Representatives of the OAS member States to discuss the proposed work plans presented by the three Working Groups created for the building of the Inter-American Educational Agenda. 

The meeting’s opening session started with remarks from Ambassador Abigail Castro de Perez, Technical Secretary of the CIE followed by the remarks of H.M. Marcela Paredes de Vázquez, Minister of Education of Panama and Chair of the CIE. Hon. Michael S. Browne, Minister of Education Science and Technology of Antigua and Barbuda; Hon. Jerome Fitzgerald, Minister of Education, Science, and Technology of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas; H.M. Alicia Vargas, Academic Vice Minister of Public Education of Costa Rica; H.S. Francisco Humberto Castaneda Monterrosa, Vice Minister of Education of El Salvador; and H.S. Víctor R. Sánchez Jáquez, Vice Minister of Planning and Educational Development of the Ministry of Education of the Dominican Republic were also present during the opening session.

During the First Plenary Session, Minister Marcela Paredes de Vázquez, Chair of the CIE, presented an executive summary of the progress made from February 2015 to April 2016 in the building process of the Inter-American Education Agenda. Sequentially, Ms. Jane Thery, from the Secretariat for Hemispheric Affairs, presented a Progress Report on the VII Summit of the Americas specifically matters pertaining education topics. Ambassador Castro, Technical Secretary of the CIE, continued to report on the broad and varied responses, considerations, and cooperation offers made by Member States to the Technical Secretariat as a result of the consultation process of the Work Plans drafted by the Working Groups and reviewed by the Ministries of Education of the Hemisphere. Ambassador Castro also presented the work methodology for the VII Regular Meeting of the CIE.

The Technical Secretary of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor presented the current state of activities in relation to the mandates emanated from the VIII Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education and the XIX Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour. She noted that participation and inter-sectoral dialogue between the Ministers of Education and Labor have increased in the last year. She also referred to children’s workforce in the American Hemisphere, a subject on which OIT has been working and has advanced. 

In her presentation, the expert highlighted four areas of needed interaction between Education and Labor Ministries: 1) achieve higher quality and pertinent labor content in Education, 2) coordinated strategies to eradicate child labor, 3) the incorporation of the subject of “rights and obligations” into the school books to build up some knowledge and values in citizens, and 4) achieve coordinated strategies to enhance youth employment, starting with quality education from early childhood as a mean to strengthen the soft skills (like perseverance, persuasion, communications skills). 

Representatives from the Ministries and Delegates from the member States participated in an enriching discussion regarding the importance and relevance of having effective inter-sectoral interaction between the Labor and Education portfolios.  The Permanent Representative of Dominica noted the importance of close communication between Education and Labor with regard to the promotion of technical-vocational education. He proposed to add a fifth line of interaction, namely, developing new policy proposals that allow member States to solve the problem between academic and vocational orientation. 

Working Group 1: Quality, Inclusive, and Equal Education

During the Second Plenary Session, the leaders of the Working Group 1: Costa Rica (Chair), Chile (First Vice Chair), and Mexico (Second Vice Chair) presented the results of the consultation process of the Work Plan for Quality, Inclusive, and Equitable Education. During the presentation, it was brought to the attention of participants the need to define ‘Quality Education’ since that was not included in the original Work Plan proposal, and should be aligned to the different realities of each of the Member States.  

Representatives from the Ministries and delegates from the Member States participated in an enriching discussion, agreeing to the following: 1) to define the concept of quality education, understood as education for competitiveness or competitiveness subsumed under the concept of quality education, 2) to highlight the importance of measuring equity in the sense of 'equity of access' and not 'differential treatment towards minorities', 3) identified the SDG 4 of the Incheon Declaration (Education 2030: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all) as an important source of reference, [adopted by Ministries of Education of 193 UN Member States in May 2015], and 4) to continue working as a team and follow on the Work Plan defined in the consultations. The leaders of the Working Group indicated that the document with the incorporations, recommendations and considerations defined in the VII meeting, will be shared soon with the member States.

Working Group 2: Strengthening and Development of the Teaching Profession 

At the Third Plenary Session, the leaders of the Working Group 2: Bolivia (Chair), Barbados, (First Vice Chair), and Guatemala (Second Vice Chair) presented the results of the consultation process of the Work Plan for Strengthening and development the Teaching Profession. During the presentation it was brought to the attention of the participants, by the Chair of CIE, that there was a need to continue working closely in accordance with the enriched Work Plan, taking into consideration the comments made by the delegations of the United States, Canada and Mexico, among others, that the Working Group should work more closely with the Inter-American Teaching Education Network (ITEN) in the development of a comprehensive teaching profession mechanism.
After some discussion, representatives from the Ministries and delegates from the Member States agreed on: 1) the importance of strengthening the working group by defining it as one of the main axis of the Inter-American Educational Agenda, 2) enriching the discussion about education public policy and advancing them with the purpose of comparing them within the region, 3) assessing the possibility of a merge between the Virtual Platform for Education Cooperation in the Americas and the Inter-American Teaching Education Network (ITEN). This would allow Member States to advance faster and effectively by sharing  best practices, courses, and seminars in support of the development of the teaching profession and also support the efforts of the other two working groups, in order to avoid duplication of efforts and resources, and 4) to continue working and  following up on the defined and consulted Work Plan. The leaders of the Working Group indicated that once the document is completed, it would be shared with the Member States.

Working Group 3: Comprehensive Early Childhood Care

At the Fourth Plenary Session, the leaders of the Working Group 3: Dominican Republic (Chair), and El Salvador, (First Vice Chair), [Nicaragua was absent], listed the results of the consultation process of the Comprehensive Early Childhood Care Work Plan, incorporating conceptual changes to be included in some of the subthemes, and resulted in modern broad and detailed planning considerations in the activities of the Work Plans.  

Furthermore the discussions were minimal and the following agreements were taken: 1) to elevate the initiative “Development of recommended standards and curriculum for Comprehensive Early Childhood Care” to a specific subtheme of the Work Plan, and 2) to continue working with the development of the Work Plan, including the comments made during the meeting, aiming to have a consented final draft of the Work Plan soon.

Additional comments and recommendation made:

Another topic raised during the VII CIE Meeting was the importance of and the need to share best practices that have been developed and are taking place in the Region. The Chair of CIE called upon to Ministries and Delegations to share this assessment and informed them of the need to effectively participate in the effort to share at least two educational practices or best practices in the Virtual Platform, so that other members can find valuable initiatives, materials, tools, and programs related to the priority areas defined in the construction of the Inter-American Educational Agenda.

Some other ideas proposed proposed were 1) building an American identity, using education as a tool for integration of the Region and connecting the Education Agenda to values consistent with that of the hemisphere; 2) promote pro tolerance and peace, education -- education has to have an ethic of coexistence, tolerance, and recognition; 3) competitiveness- it is important to establish an increased relationship with the civil society and the productive sector, and define the relationship between Education, Labor, and Prosperity; 4) to define priorities and time frames to achieve precise objectives. In addition, consider the importance of interacting with all stakeholders and sectors that impact education in the Americas to enhance the OAS’ capacity to coordinate a constructive synergy.

Participation and Contributions from regional, sub-regional, and international organizations, and civil society 

During the Fifth Plenary Session, the Representative from the Latin-American Network for Education - REDUCA [in Spanish], shared a reflection on the concept of quality education, indicating that from the academic, and civil society there is extensive work done in that regard . He suggested that CIE: 1) revise the legal framework in each of the Member States as increasing international consensus that quality education should be measured as the right to learn throughout life, 2) not re-create a definition, but to enrich the process by adding value, one way this could be done, is that each Member State identify the meaning of quality education. The Ministries of Education can collaborate among themselves and contribute at all levels.

The Representative from the Security and Defense Network of Latin America - RESDAL [In Spanish] also shared with participants the work this organization has being doing over the past 15 years within the Americas.  For example the collection of information to support Ministries of Security by building up mechanisms to establish baselines and indicators to monitor social changes related to gender inclusion in the security arena. As a representative of the civil society in Argentina, this institution already has contributed to strengthening national capacities of several governments of the Americas.

Regarding the definition of Quality Education, the Representative of the Hemispheric Network of Parliamentarians and former Parliamentarians for early Childhood – REDEM [In Spanish] recommended revising UNESCO’S work and the Incheon declaration. She observed that this Declaration was approved by the Ministers of Education of 193 member States of the United Nations, in May 2015. She also offered her support to CIE, as an expert in the field.

The Representative of the Regional Office of the International Labour Organization (ILO) presented the different programs they are working on in America. One of the most important is related to the need to create opportunities for young people; a second was on the work that has been done by different Governments in the framework of policy, with a strong component in prevention of child labour. The Representative indicated that there is a network of focal points in Ministries of Labour and invited the focal points in the Ministries of Education to participate in this program. She also, offered support from ILO in the building of the Agenda, emphasising in the Comprehensive Early Childhood Care Working Group, as well as the inter-sectoral relationship between Education and Labour.

The Representative of Education for the Latin America and Caribbean Region of the World Bank indicated that productivity and economic quality growth are related to quality education. The World Bank is currently collaborating in a regional effort for tertiary education, in a regional project promoting innovation in four areas of interest: internationalization, advanced human capital, ensuring quality of education, and the teaching profession. Finally, she reiterated the intention of the World Bank to continue working in cooperation with the CIE as the interests of both institutions are closely related.

Election of Authorities: Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the Executive Committee: 

Following Article 4 Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Education, the Election of the Chair, Vice Chair, and members of the Executive Committee took place. During this VII Meeting, Minister Paredes de Vasquez, CIE Chair, announced the nominations received and proposed to elect the nominees by acclamation. The motion was approved by all the participants. 

Minister Paredes de Vasquez invited the representatives of other Member States to consider participating as Delegates of the sub-regions currently without representation. 

Remarks by the elected CIE Chair, H.E. Jerome Fitzgerald, Minister of Education, Science and Technology of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas. 

Minister Fitzgerald expressed his appreciation for the opportunity to serve as the Chairman of the Inter-American Committee on Education for the 2016-2018 period and reiterated Bahamas’ commitment in hosting the IX Ministerial Meeting on February 9- 10, 2017. 

In his remarks Minister Fitzgerald also pointed out that Education is a driving force for the success of any nation. For the Bahamas, education and human capital development remains the most important ingredient for sustainable, progressive, economic and social development. He also indicated that this was the main reason why the Bahamas believes that the Inter-American Committee on Education provides an excellent forum for practical and methodological engagement, to bridge the gaps in the respective education systems and to build national, sub-regional, hemispheric, and international partnerships. He further stated that the work of CIE, in building an Inter-American Education Agenda, would encourage collective efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and the promotion of lifelong learning opportunities.  

The new CIE Chai emphasized that it is essential to move from planning to implementation in regards to the Agenda, and that its implementation can be achieved through the development of mechanisms that take advantage of the opportunities for cooperation between Member States, and of other sectors and education stakeholder. In this sense, the Chair elect proposed, for the consideration of the Member States, collaboration in the implementation of the Inter-American Educational Agenda, through what he called "an Inter-American Educational Alliance".

As incoming CIE Chair and to ensure continuity in the work of the same in the future the Minister proposed the creation of a Troika including the former, current, and incoming Chairs to work together to enhance the true spirit of multilateral cooperation. Finally, Minister Fitzgerald stressed his commitment to continue the work of inter-sectoral collaboration, with an emphasis on the importance of the link between Education and Labour. He also proposed October 27 and 28, 2016 as a tentative date for the Preparatory Meeting.

Remarks from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, Ambassador Neil Parsan

During his speech, Ambassador Dr. Neil Parsan stressed the fact that for Member States, as well as for SEDI, the Sustainable Development Goals will be accomplished by 2030. For this to be achieved, particularly with goal 4 of the SDGs which states to “Education 2030: towards inclusive and equitable, quality, education and lifelong learning for all”, each country will have to define how it would endeavor to do so. He pointed out the need to work towards that same goal in the building of the Inter American Education Agenda. 

Ambassador Parsan also indicated that the Executive Secretariat of Integral Development through the Technical Secretariat of the CIE is striving and will continue to provide the necessary support for the success of the mechanism through which the best practices of the countries of the region could be known, shared, and replicated in a sustainable and measurable way. 
Finally, he congratulated the outgoing CIE Chair, the Honorable Engineer Marcela Paredes de Vasquez, Minister of Education of Panama, for the solid support and excellent leadership provided to CIE, to advance so dynamically in the fulfillment of the building of the Inter-American Education Agenda. He also extended his congratulations and expressed the commitment of the Technical Secretariat to support the incoming Chair, the Honorable Minister of Education, Science, and Technology of the Bahamas.

The outgoing Chair, Minister of Education of Panama, thanked various people who throughout her presidency were part of the Technical Secretariat especially Ambassador Abigail Castro de Pérez for her invaluable support provided during her tenure as Chair of CIE and to the process of advancing the building of the Inter-American Educational Agenda; she also congratulated the Honorable Jerome Fitzgerald, distinguished incoming Chair and Minister of Education, Science and Technology of the Bahamas, to whom she offered her full support. The VII Regular Meeting of CIE was then brought to an end.

Agreements and Following Steps: 

During the discussion of the Work Plans, Member States agreed on a series of following steps in the building process of the Inter-American Education Agenda towards the IX Inter-American Education Ministerial Meeting to be held in February 2017 in the Bahamas, including:

1. The Leaders of the Working Groups, agreed to draft and submit a Meetings Calendar for the preparation of a working document titled "Inter-American Education Agenda", resulting from a consolidation of the three Work Plans, and which will be presented and discussed during the Preparatory meeting and subsequently become the working document for the IX Inter-American Education Ministerial Meeting.

2. Countries agreed to incorporate data, metrics and indicators in the “Inter-American Education Agenda" that guide the Ministries’ work in carrying out the proposed activities.

3. From May to July 2016 each group will work independently, with the support of Bahamas, in strengthening each Work Plan based on the considerations and input received during the VII Regular CIE Meeting.

4. The delegation of the United States, offered the Inter-American Teacher Education Network’s online platform, to the Member States proposing the joint development of a proposal by the Technical Secretariat, the ITEN team, and other countries involved, for the merger of ITEN and the Virtual Platform for Education Cooperation in the Americas.

5. The countries agreed on the need to come up with a definition of Quality Education of the OAS itself, which reflects the education realities of the hemisphere; and continue to work on the actions already presented in the work plan.

6. The United States offered the work of the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN) whose projects are financed with specific funds from that country. In particular they agreed that Bolivia, as Chairman of Group 2, would review ITENs activities for 2016 to 2018, in order to align them with the Agenda’s activities. 

7. The Working Groups will review the UNESCO’s work, and the Incheon Declaration from the 2030 Agenda in order to align the Work Plans to their respective objectives.

8. As for the articulation between Education and Employment, Ministers agreed to continue working together through the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (CIMT), suggesting to work specifically in the following priority areas:

a. Strengthening quality education content for the productive sector;

b. Definition of coordinated strategies to eliminate child labor;

c. Promoting education in values, citizenship, duties, responsibilities, retirement, trade   

unions, etc.

d. The definition of coordinated strategies to promote youth employment.

9. The Technical Secretariat of CIMT extended an invitation to the Ministers of Education to participate in the Hemispheric Workshop on Youth Employment, to be held in December 2016 in Brazil.

10. Minister Jerome Fitzgerald, from The Bahamas was elected Chair of the CIE, who in turn proposed the creation of a troika composed of the former, current and future CIE Chairs as the new work mechanism of the CIE.

11. Due to the lack of definition in some of the positions in the executive committee, nominations will be received though October 2016, until the Preparatory Meeting.

CIE elected Authorities for the period 2016-2018:


Chair:		 The Commonwealth of The Bahamas 


First Vice Chair:	 Colombia


Second Vice Chair:	 Antigua and Barbuda 








Executive Committee of CIE (Principal and Alternate Delegates):


Southern Cone Sub region -     	Brazil (Principal), Pending (Alternate)


Central America Sub region -   	Dominican Republic (Principal), Costa Rica (Alternate) 


Caribbean Sub region -            	Dominica (Principal), Saint Lucia (Alternate)


North America Sub region -     	Pending (Principal), Pending (Alternate)


Andean Sub region -                	Pending (Principal), Pending (Alternate)
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