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FINAL REPORT
I. BACKGROUND


In AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14), “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” adopted by the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly in Asunción in June 2014, the member states extended the life of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) until 2015 and instructed the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) to meet on October 22 and 23, 2014, to begin the review and updating of the PIDS and the preparations for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development (Honduras, October 22-23, 2015). In compliance with this General Assembly mandate, at its thirty-ninth regular meeting, held on June 30, 2014, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) resolved to convene the fourth regular meeting of the CIDS (CIDI/RES. 296 (XXXIX-O/14) corr. 1), which took place at the Organization’s headquarters on October 22 and 23, 2014.

This meeting decided to hold two meetings of the CIDS in order to fulfill the mandate of resolution AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14); it further resolved that the first meeting would be held at the Organization’s headquarters and the second in a member state, in order to bring the discussion closer to the member states. 

In light of the importance of this task and of the PIDS as the hemispheric programmatic instrument for the topic, and following the provisions established by both the General Assembly and the Rules of Procedure of the CIDS, it was agreed that the Committee’s two meetings would be held by convening a two-venue meeting of the CIDS with the sole purpose of reviewing and updating the PIDS, which would also allow other countries the opportunity to participate actively in the process as hosts to the Committee. 


It was agreed that these two meetings would allow the CIDS, as a committee, to reach consensus on the strategic areas for action and the contents of the new PIDS to be adopted by the ministers in Honduras. 

In pursuit of those agreements, CIDI decided to convene the first special meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) (CIDI/RES. 302 (XLVI-O/15)) on June 29 and 30, 2015, at OAS headquarters, which continued with the preparations for and organization of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development and with the process of reviewing and updating the PIDS. It having been agreed that Costa Rica would be the meeting’s second venue, this meeting resolved to keep the first special meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development open and for it to continue its work at the established venue. 

In consideration of the foregoing and of the request presented by the Government of Honduras on August 13, 2015, to bring the date of the Third Ministerial Meeting forward to October 19 and 20, 2015, in the city of Tela, Honduras, CIDI agreed on the change of the Third Meeting’s date and venue by means of resolution CIDI/RES. 303 (L-O/15).
The list of documents, the annotated agenda, the list of participants, the Declaration of Tela for the Sustainable Development of the Americas, and the recommendations made by civil society and other social stakeholders can be found in the list of documents annexed to this report and on the web site http://www.oas.org/dsd.
II. PARTICIPANTS
The meeting was attended by 20 national delegations led by ministers and/or high authorities on sustainable development as heads of delegation and by approximately 48 delegates representing the Organization’s member states and permanent observer countries. In addition, the meeting and the other events held during the ministerial were attended by some 20 representatives of civil society, the academic sector, and other social stakeholders.

III. PROCEEDINGS
The Third Ministerial Meeting entailed an opening session, four plenary sessions, and a closing session. Prior to this meeting, the Youth United for Sustainable Development Forum was held in Gracias, Lempira, Honduras, on October 12 to 16. Also, on October 18, 2015, in Tela, Honduras, a Hemispheric Roundtable with representatives of civil society and social actors was held. These preliminary events allowed the dissemination of substantive ideas regarding the topics under discussion and raised the awareness of more than 50 people in such areas of sustainable development as youth and the culture of water, gender and climate change, health and the environment, environmental legislation, and economic conservation instruments. Information on those events may be found at the following link: http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dsd/third-ministerial-meeting-dsd/home.asp. 

A. Inaugural session

The opening session was held in the morning of Monday, October 19, 2015, with welcoming addresses from Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS, representing His Excellency Arturo Corrales, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Honduras; from His Excellency Néstor Méndez, the Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States; and from His Excellency Juan Orlando Hernández, the President of the Republic of Honduras.
Ambassador Rosa emphasized the role of the OAS as a hemispheric forum that supports efforts to attain “better living” or “living well,” which require the existence of a healthy environment, social justice, and economic prosperity. He called on the member states to act in unison in setting an example of solidarity and strength for the world by defining clear priorities for furthering sustainable development.
Ambassador Néstor Méndez thanked the Republic of Honduras and the Honduran people for their hospitality and leadership. He went on to remind the meeting that almost 20 years ago the heads of state and government had met at the Summit of the Americas in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, where they acknowledged that development strategies must include sustainability as an essential prerequisite for the balanced, interdependent, and comprehensive attainment of economic, social, and environmental objectives. He said that this meeting in Tela must emphasize that sustainable development is not an option but an imperative. He called for the combining of efforts and for hemispheric cooperation beyond the Sustainable Development Goals set by the United Nations so that the region could exercise leadership on the topic.
The President of the Republic of Honduras, His Excellency Juan Orlando Hernández, said that Honduras was one of the countries most affected by the consequences of climate change, and he emphasized the importance of this meeting in the context of progress with sustainable development. In particular, he called on those countries that make the largest contributions to that impact to contribute more to their solution. His Excellency also said that the PIDS review process must be ambitious but attainable, and it must have specific goals, timescales, and numbers for quantifying progress. Finally, he called on the Hemisphere to maintain a clear and unified message for the rest of the world in order to secure the sustainable development outcomes to which it aspires. 

B. Official photograph 

The heads of delegation participated in the taking of the event’s official photograph (available at https://www.flickr.com/photos/125694131@N07/) with the President of the Republic of Honduras, His Excellency Juan Orlando Hernández. 
C. FIRST PLENARY SESSION
a. Formalization of preliminary procedural agreements


The first plenary session, held on Monday, October 19, 2015, formalized the preliminary procedural agreements adopted by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on October 13, 2015, including the election of the meeting’s Chair. The meeting approved by acclamation the proposal presented by the Vice Minister for the Environment of Costa Rica, Patricia Madrigal Cordero, and seconded by the Undersecretary for Housing, Territorial Governance, and the Environment of Uruguay, Jorge Rucks, for Dr. Francis Contreras, Executive Secretary of the National Council for Sustainable Development (CONADES) of the Republic of Honduras to serve as Chair. The session was chaired temporarily by Minister Winston Theodore Chestus Garraway of Grenada until such time as the Chair was installed. Once Dr. Contreras had assumed the Chair of the meeting, the following agreements were also formalized:

1. The Style Committee would comprise the delegations of Honduras for the Spanish language, the United States for English, Canada for French, and Brazil for Portuguese. The Style Committee would be responsible for checking the concordance of the documents adopted by the meeting in the Organization’s four official languages. 

2. No working groups or committees would be established at this ministerial, given that the topics on its agenda were very specific and could be resolved as the documents were examined. 

3. The deadline for the presentation of proposals would be 11:00 a.m. on the first day of the meeting, in order for the delegations to be made aware of those proposals 24 hours before their consideration and for the Secretariat to have time to translate and distribute them. 

4. The meeting would conclude on Tuesday, October 20, at around 5:30 p.m. 

b. Presentation of the strategic framework for the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS)


Having dealt with the procedural issues, Dr. Francis Contreras embarked on the presentation of the strategic framework for the PIDS. During the presentation he recalled the vibrant discussions that had taken place within the CIDS at its meetings in October 2014 in Washington and, later, in June and August 2015. He explained that the outcomes of this process in the initial phase of the PIDS review and updating process were the draft strategic framework for the PIDS and the draft Declaration of Tela, which are the instruments that will formalize the guidelines for continuing with the review of the PIDS. Those documents were distributed as CIDI/doc.166/15 and CIDI/doc.165/15, respectively. 


In addition, he explained the objective agreed on in the draft strategic framework, and he said that at the moment, the framework had agreement on four of the six strategic areas of action, with two still requiring consultations to reach consensus on the terminology used.

In concluding, he noted that the text of the draft Declaration of Tela was already agreed on at the start of the meeting, that what would be agreed on in the strategic framework were the strategic areas of PIDS, and that the definition of the crosscutting axes would be addressed when the negotiation of the PIDS continued within the Committee. The exception to that was the topic of climate change, which had already been agreed on as a crosscutting axis of the Program.

Finally, the meeting’s Chair urged the delegations to continue to make progress with their informal consultations on the strategic framework in order for consensus on the pending issues to be reached when the documents were examined on the second day of the meeting.

c. Recommendations made by representatives of civil society and other actors

The Chair of the meeting reported that an extensive process of consultations with civil society and other social stakeholders had been carried out as a part of the preparatory process for the ministerial in order to provide a forum for those civil society organizations and other players involved with topics related to sustainable development. 

He also explained that the participation of civil society and social actors in the ministerial’s preparatory process began with a dialogue on “Constructing a Post-2015 Sustainable Development Agenda for the Americas” in Washington, D.C., on October 21, 2014.
A competition was held to select the logo and image of the ministerial meeting, which was won by a young Honduran, Henry Romero, who was able to attend the meeting. 

In addition, a Virtual Hemispheric Consultation Forum was held from June 8 to 26, 2015, using the Virtual Summits Platform, in accordance with the Inter-American Strategy for Civil Society Participation in Sustainable Development Decision-making (ISP) and the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, CP/RES. 759 (1217/99). 

In addition, between October 12 and 16, 2015, the Youth United for Sustainable Development Forum was held in Gracias, Lempira, Honduras, which involved a series of activities intended to collect points of view on the topics to be addressed at this ministerial meeting. The young participants shared their recommendations in a declaration adopted by the representatives of the youth of the Americas at the meeting held in Gracias. 

The Chair said that this entire process was complemented by a Hemispheric Roundtable with representatives of civil society and social actors held the day before the inauguration of the ministerial meeting, and he noted that the event had been attended by organizations and stakeholders from across the Hemisphere and had concluded with concrete recommendations made by civil society. The recommendations were presented to the plenary by the three representatives chosen at the Roundtable: Alejandra Goyenechea, Senior International Counsel of Defenders of Wildlife; Ezequiel Santagada, the Executive Director of Paraguay’s Institute of Environmental Law and Economics; and Melissa from the Alliance for Free Expression. This report’s annexes include the final recommendations for the process made by civil society and other social stakeholders and the Declaration of Youth United for Sustainable Development. The documents from the Roundtable discussion may also be found at:  http://www.oas.org/es/sedi/dsd/ELPG/Recursos/SociedadCivil.asp. 
D. SECOND PLENARY SESSION:  Hemispheric trends, challenges, and opportunities
In opening the second plenary session, the Chair explained that it would be focused on providing a forum for substantive high-level dialogue among the ministers, high authorities, and renowned experts on hemispheric trends, challenges, and opportunities related to topics of importance for sustainable development. 

a. High-level dialogue on integrated water resource management

The high-level dialogue was moderated by Mr. Maximiliano Campos, Head of the Integrated Water Resources Management Section of the OAS Department of Sustainable Development, and interventions were made by the following panelists: Mr. Jorge Rucks, Undersecretary for Housing, Territorial Governance, and the Environment of Uruguay; and Mr. Salvador Nieto, the Chief of the Technical Staff of the Ministry of the Environment of El Salvador. 

During the dialogue, it was said that integrated water resource management has been a topic where, according to the environmental summits, to Rio, to the Summits of the Americas, and to the 2010 ministerial meeting in Bolivia, the Americas have enjoyed a comparative advantage on account of the water resources that exist in the Hemisphere. It was also noted that the topic of water, which traditionally divided and defined borders, has now been transformed to unite countries through integration systems and sources of development and resources. One recommendation that arose from the dialogue suggested that waters shared by neighboring countries should be used in a sustainable fashion and that the environmental awareness of the parties should be fostered harmoniously, with joint responsibility and cooperation, particularly in areas such as river basins that are sources of life.
b. High-level dialogue on sustainable ecosystem management
This high-level dialogue was moderated by Ms. Rosa Otero, the Director for International Cooperation at the Ministry of the Environment of the Dominican Republic, and interventions were made by the following panelists: Mr. Jorge Johny Handal Hawit, Undersecretary for Agriculture of the Republic of Honduras; and Mr. José Antonio Galdámes, Minister at the Secretariat for Energy, Natural Resources, the Environment, and Mines of Honduras. 

The panelists spoke about their national situations and offered recommendations for the sustainable management of ecosystems. They underscored the importance of holistic education to help ensure food security for the population through the conservation of natural resources. In highlighting national realities such as that faced by the people of Honduras, emphasis was placed on successful examples that could be shared throughout the region in the framework of a strategy for sustainable development with inclusion and the reduction of vulnerability. In that context, the speakers recommended evolving from conservation pure and simple to a type of conservation focused on human wellbeing. Finally, they also recommended planning the development of the countries of the Americas with the idea of guaranteeing a long-term perspective and of putting a human face on the sustainable management of the Hemisphere’s ecosystems.
c. High-level dialogue on sustainable cities and communities

This high-level dialogue was moderated by Dr. Cletus Springer, the Director of the Department of Sustainable Development, with the participation of Mr. Kenneth Markowitz, Executive Director of the International Network for Environmental Compliance and Enforcement (INECE), Dr. José Luis Maccarone, Coordinator of the Unit for International Environmental Affairs of Argentina’s Secretariat of the Environment and Sustainable Development, and Mr. Miguel Garaycoechea, the National Director for the Management of Sustainable Development at Argentina’s Secretariat of the Environment and Sustainable Development. 

The dialogue addressed the relationship between the rule of law, environmental compliance and enforcement, and the sustainability of cities. It recommended working to strengthen environmental laws and good practices to make cities safe, welcoming, inclusive, and sustainable. During the dialogue, good practices were emphasized and made available to the participating states. These included Argentina’s National Observatory for Solid Urban Waste Management and the resilient cities initiative, which brings mayors together, including those of this Hemisphere along with other partners, to discuss environmental responsibility and innovative ways for dealing with the challenges of climate change. The efforts showcased included the OAS’s small donations initiative for sustainable cities and communities, which has had two phases with interesting and replicable solutions for the Hemisphere. 

d. High-level dialogue on disaster risk management 

This high-level dialogue was presented by Mr. Pablo Gonzalez, an OAS specialist on the topic, and it was moderated by Mr. George Nicholson, the Director of Transport and Disaster Risk Reduction at the Association of Caribbean States, with the participation of the following panelists:  Débora Luzzi, an expert from Argentina’s White Helmets Commission; and Mr. Sylvester Clauzel, Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of Sustainable Development, Energy, Science, and Technology of Saint Lucia. The moderator and panelists agreed that risk management is important for sustainable development and is one of the most sensitive areas, given the high levels of vulnerability faced by the countries of the Hemisphere. As a result, the infrastructure of the vulnerable countries must be improved, with emphasis placed on the role of the private sector. The session also emphasized the priority of strengthening disaster recovery capacities, of recognizing the importance of risk reduction and mitigation, and of supporting the various strategic protocols and a solidarity-based vision of voluntary cooperation. Finally, it recommended that this strategic area be made a priority because the geographical and climatological situation of the Americas means that the Hemisphere is exposed to those phenomena, facilitating the provision of adequate mechanisms for working toward more efficient and resilient communities.
e. High-level dialogue on crosscutting axes and other strategic areas in sustainable development
The high-level dialogue on this topic was moderated by Claudia S. de Windt, Head of the Environmental Law, Policy, and Governance Section of the Department of Sustainable Development, with the participation of the following panelists: Ms. Mara Murillo, Director of the Latin America and Caribbean Regional Office of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); and Mr. Hugo Enrique Cañiza, Director of Legal Counsel at Paraguay’s Secretariat of the Environment. Possible ways of addressing climate change in the Americas were identified, including the management of water resources with respect to the effects of climate change, the emphasis on adaptation policies set out in resolutions of the General Assembly related to other topics such as energy, institutional strengthening and capacity building, environmental legislation, and public participation in the framework of sustainable development. The panelists noted how the development and strengthening of legislation, access to information and to justice, and participation seek to create the conditions necessary for sustainable development:  for example, through increased access to renewable and environmentally sustainable sources, improved energy efficiency, or, as in the case of climate change, to counteract the adverse effects of climate change. They also underscored the need for progress with certain economic and social policies, but also for the recognition of both mitigation and adaptation actions. Finally, they stressed the need for a multidimensional and comprehensive approach for making progress with sustainable development. 
E. THIRD PLENARY SESSION:  Toward the adoption of a strategic framework for and the effective implementation of Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development

The goal of the third plenary session was to hold a dialogue on the construction and future effective implementation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development. The session discussed connections with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the resource mobilization strategy, and the forging and management of strategic alliances for sustainable development. The Director of the Department, Mr. Cletus Springer, presented ideas on possible partnerships through which the OAS could further its work on these topics and on how to mobilize external resources for the Organization to support the future implementation of the PIDS. Mr. Springer posed a series of questions to encourage debate at the session:  How can sustainability, efficiency, results, and impacts be assured? How can the PIDS be implemented with viable resources? What are the challenges, both within the Secretariat and at the national level, facing the measurement of results? What indicators should be used? 

The following were among the most relevant points that emerged from the dialogue: 

· Align the program and the indicators coherently with the goals and objectives agreed on within the United Nations, particularly the 2030 Agenda.

· The PIDS is ambitious but necessary and, in that context, priority must be given to strategic actions in strategic areas, bearing in mind the resource constraints that exist.

· The goals must be oriented toward the highest possible level and play a vital role in promoting a paradigm change within development.
· Need to avoid the duplication of efforts.

· Place emphasis on areas that offer comparative advantages and added value. 

· Build on regional capacities and complementary initiatives. 

· Consider possible contributions from the private sector.

F. FOURTH PLENARY SESSION:  Progressing toward a common agenda

The original objective of this session was for the Chair to offer a summary of the ministerial dialogue and for the meeting to consider and adopt the Declaration of Tela for the Sustainable Development of the Americas and the PIDS strategic framework. Having reached the final stage of the meeting, the Chair congratulated the participants for the lively exchange of experiences which, he said, would serve as the basis for the continuation of joint efforts in different initiatives under the PIDS. 

In light of the richness of the dialogue and the level of detail in the interventions, the Chair stated that rather than offering a summary that would not do justice to the discussions that had taken place, he would refer the delegations to the presentations and other documents presented, which would be classified and distributed to all the participants. 

With the delegations’ assent, the meeting proceeded with the consideration and adoption of the Declaration of Tela for the Sustainable Development of the Americas and of the Strategic Framework for the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development, following the informal distribution of the progress report on the consultations between the delegations regarding the two paragraphs still pending in the draft PIDS strategic framework. To facilitate the consideration of the documents, they were examined in parts, beginning with the pending texts in the draft strategic framework; this was followed by a consideration of the document as a whole and then of the Draft Declaration of Tela.

The two pending sections of the strategic framework document were agreed on as follows: 

5.
Sustainable energy management, prioritizing the promotion of clean, renewable, environmentally sustainable energy and energy efficiency; and 

6.
Strengthening and capacity building for efficient, effective, accountable, and inclusive institutions for sustainable development.
/
The Chair thanked the delegations for their comments and for the flexibility they had shown and, after reading out the final texts, they were duly adopted. Then, at the Chair’s proposal and to assure the coherence of the texts, the second paragraph of the draft strategic framework on the work of the post-2015 development agenda was replaced with the following text as agreed to by the meeting:

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the commitments assumed in resolution 66/288, “The Future We Want,” adopted by the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, and resolution A/70/L.1 “Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”; 


There being no more comments and consensus having been reached, the Declaration of Tela and the PIDS Strategic Framework were adopted by acclamation. 

Before the start of the closing session, the delegation of Argentina proposed a resolution with a vote of thanks to the people and Government of Honduras, which was seconded by the delegation of Costa Rica and adopted by the meeting, with modifications suggested by Canada. 

In thanking the member states, the Chair said that Honduras remained committed to the Americas, to the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development, and to the Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) for continuing with the review and updating of the PIDS. 

In addition, the Chair thanked all the participants and those who, while they had not been present, had supported the preparatory process and the work of the CIDS. On behalf of the Government of Honduras, the Chair presented the participants with a memento and a commemorative postage stamp issued by the Honduran postal service with the meeting’s symbol designed by Henry Romero, the young Honduran who had won the contest to select the meeting’s logo. 

G. CLOSING SESSION

Closing addresses were given by Minister Galdámez and by the OAS Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Ambassador Dr. Neil Parsan, who noted that the sustainable development agenda was defined by thinking about “people, our people, the planet, peace, prosperity, and partnerships, which are all essential purposes for which the OAS was created.” Ambassador Parsan reaffirmed that the OAS has a “critical role in the implementation and national adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals and in, to quote Secretary General Luis Almagro, ensuring ‘more rights for more people.’”
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�.	The correct term in English is accountable. The term used in Spanish is responsible which refers to accountability at the national level, according to each country’s laws.








