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The following report is in response to the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2382 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.”
a.
Status of signatures:
As of January 22, 2009, 20 member states had signed the Convention and 12 had deposited their respective instruments of ratification or accession.
The Department for the Coordination of Policies and Programs of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security sent out letters inviting Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, the Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Panama, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago to sign and ratify the Convention.
Canada was, as participants will recall, the first state to deposit its instrument of ratification or accession, in October 1999. Brazil was the last to do so (January 2006).

The report on signatures and ratifications and/or accessions presented by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (REP/CITAAC-III/doc.4/09) was distributed in the meeting room.
b.
Ratifications of the Convention:
As of January 22, 2009, 12 member states had deposited their instruments of ratification and/or accession to the Convention.  They are: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
Furthermore, in an effort to elicit universal adoption of the Convention, the Department for the Coordination of Policies and Programs of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security sent a note to Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, and the United States, inviting them to ratify the Convention.
Document REP/CITAAC-III/doc.4/09), which was distributed in the meeting room, contains the report on signatures and/or ratifications and/or accessions presented by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.
c.
Implementation of Articles III and IV of the Convention:
As of January 22, 2009, the annual reports and notifications received by the Secretariat for the years since 2000, in fulfillment of the obligations set forth in Article III and IV of the Convention, were:
CANADA (3), CHILE (5), URUGUAY (1), ARGENTINA (1), PARAGUAY (1), THE BAHAMAS (1), and BRAZIL (1).
CP/CSH-322/00-Canada; CP/CSH-413/01-Canada; CP/CSH-723/05-Canada; CP/CSH-779/06- Chile; CP/CSH-779/06 -a  corr. 1-Chile; CP/CSH-779/06 -b corr. 1-Chile; CP/CSH-779/06 add. 1-Uruguay; CP/CSH-920/07-Chile; CP/CSH-920/07 add. 1-Argentina; CP/CSH-920/07 add. 2-Paraguay; CP/CSH-1023/08-The Bahamas; CP/CSH-1023/08 add. 1-Chile; and CP/CSH-1058/09-Brazil.
Of the states parties, only Brazil has submitted its annual report on imports and exports of conventional weapons in 2009.
Madame Chair, clearly there is a lot of work to be done. The Department for the Coordination of Policies and Programs of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security will try to coordinate a more robust response and in the course of the year – prior to the General Assembly – it will transmit a note verbale from the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, reminding States Parties to submit their annual reports and notifications to the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security as per their obligations under Articles III and IV of the Convention.
d.
Annual Reports database
On December 16, 2008, Ms. Gala Redington of the Department for the Coordination of Policies and Programs of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security gave a presentation to the Committee on Hemispheric Security on the software and web page for reports submitted by member states pursuant to General Assembly resolutions on hemispheric security.  That page includes, inter alia, the reports on implementation of confidence and security-building measures and the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.  The software was developed jointly with the Inter-American Defense Board. 

Member states are kindly requested to send the Secretariat the reports it does not have on line so that they can be digitalized and published on the aforementioned web page.
e.
National Points of Contact (states parties):
To date, the Secretariat has received information on Chile’s National Point of Contact. The Department for the Coordination of Policies and Programs of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security is currently working on ways to encourage the states parties to identify their national points of contact as soon as possible.
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�.	In keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2382 (XXXVIII-O/08).
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