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TRANSCRIPTION OF THE CLOSING SESSION OF THE FIRST MEETING OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR PUBLIC SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS

SECRETARY OF STATE SECURITY OF
THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES – GENARO GARCÍA LUNA

Dr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS);

Distinguished ministers and heads of delegation, special guests, ladies and gentlemen;

Guaranteeing public security is one of the priority issues on the hemispheric agenda, and it is therefore a source of great satisfaction that this meeting has adopted the “Commitment to Public Security in the Americas.”

Inspired by the need for additional efforts at the hemispheric, subregional, national, and local levels to reduce crime, violence, and insecurity in the Hemisphere, the Commitment addresses the following points:

Public security management, to shore up state policies, address public security problems from a comprehensive point of view, taking into account emerging threats and border security, as well as modernization of prison systems.

With regard to the prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity, the Commitment provides for the promotion of educational programs, with special emphasis on preventing addiction.

As concerns police management, a pledge was made to promote modernization, transparency, and accountability and to train security forces.

One significant point under this heading is the decision to continue human resource training in public security issues, which includes the OAS Inter-American Police Training Program.

The countries represented here have also undertaken to encourage and strengthen citizen and community participation in public security plans and programs.

Likewise, we have pledged to encourage social responsibility and a culture of comprehensive crime prevention, with the participation of citizens, as well as of the media and the private sector.

In terms of international cooperation, our commitment is to increase the exchange of substantive information in order to combat transnational crime.

Moreover, we have established a follow-up plan to achieve the aforementioned objectives.

The nations of the Americas present here are united by common challenges and objectives: 

· Close off opportunities for criminal action.

· Use state-of-the-art technologies to reinforce our capabilities.

· Adopt successful police-training practices throughout the Hemisphere.

· Establish mechanisms to ensure strict monitoring of trust in public security institutions.

· Design comparable parameters so that we all have accurate information enabling assessments to be made and the quality of police management to increase steadily.

The conclusions of this meeting will help us advance toward shared objectives, using as a guide the principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the Organization of American States, and international law.

Friends and colleagues, ladies and gentleman;

Today, in adopting the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas, we express shared responsibility and a singleness of purpose in fighting transnational crime, in a common front that spans the Hemisphere.

On behalf of the President of Mexico, Mr. Felipe Calderón Hinojosa, I would like to thank you for your hard work and professionalism during these sessions, which will result in the building of a better future for our countries, our regions, and our Hemisphere.

Thank you very much.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �RM00024E04�








