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His Excellency Rafael Albuquerque, Vice President of the Dominican Republic;
Mr.Franklin Almeyda, Secretary of the Interior and Police of the Dominican Republic;
His Excellency José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States;
Distinguished Ministers and Heads of Delegation;
Special guests;
Ladies and gentlemen,
On behalf of the Government of Mexico, I would like to reaffirm my country’s commitment to join forces with the other OAS member states to consolidate a common front against insecurity and transnational organized crime, based on an integral approach that allows us to attack the causes and consequences of this scourge, which threatens the development of our societies.
The First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, which Mexico had the honor to host, represented the first hemispheric effort to consolidate a cooperation arrangement and recognition of the urgent need to undertake joint actions and share responsibilities in the area of public security.
At that First Meeting we were united in our insight that, as Dr. Insulza said, crime is not a single-country phenomenon, but a transnational matter that requires us to join forces.
In MISPA I we member states of the OAS identified, through consensus, priority lines of action for undertaking specific activities. In implementing them, we have been able to count on the valuable experience and resolute support of the OAS, through its Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and its Department of Public Security.
The result was the adoption of the policy declaration “Commitment to Public Security in the Americas,” which reflects the political will of our governments and the priority we attach to the fight against crime and insecurity, based on shared responsibility.
The specific actions target public security management; prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity; police management; citizen and community participation; and international cooperation.
A priority in which some progress has already been made is training for senior police officers.  With international cooperation and the support of the OAS, specific courses have been taught for our police forces, geared to the identification of best practices and the exchange – and, where appropriate, the replication – of experiences.
To that end, Mexico has placed its own experience in this field at the disposal of the region.
In Mexico, we know that one of the challenges involved in reversing the deterioration of police institutions is finding the trained and highly qualified human capital needed for the delicate task of combating insecurity.  Because of that, we set in motion a new policing model based, among other factors, on an Integral Police Development System covering professionalization, training, evaluation, and supervision of citizen trust, as well as career and promotion schemes, to help ensure that the police in our country have optimum skills for that delicate task of serving and protecting citizens.
We have also made available to the countries of the region the benefits of “Plataforma México,” a reliable mechanism for real-time exchange of information on public security.
In March 2009 we were hosts, at the San Luis Potosí Public Security Academy, to representatives from 25 countries in Latin America who took a training course in Criminal Information Systems. That course familiarized them with the scope, workings, and potential of “Plataforma México.” It is our intention to continue such activities in close coordination with the OAS.
We are interested in consolidating a regional training program for our police.  Mexico has important contributions to make, such as the benefits provided by the Integral Police Development System.
We would also like to help strengthen the Inter-American Police Training Program (PICAP) of the OAS and, to that end, we make available to others the installed capacity we have at the San Luis Potosí Public Security Academy.  We also wish to continue learning from others’ experiences so that we can go on striving to strengthen our police.
Over the coming days, we will review progress in the thematic areas we selected a year ago and we will find, to our satisfaction, that we are moving in the right direction.  We will also discern new challenges that will require co-responsibility and cooperation among our countries and we will, I am sure, make every effort to continue rendering positive accounts of our performance to our respective governments and societies.
I wish to pay tribute to all the organizations and specialized agencies that have helped with projects and to urge them to continue their support.
I urge them, with all due respect, to continue to work together and to consolidate this Meeting as the forum that enables us always to adopt an integral perspective, so that together we can overcome the challenges of the fight against violence and insecurity.
Thank you very much.
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