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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY HIS EXCELLENCY AMBASSADOR BAYNEY R. KARRAN, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF GUYANA TO THE OAS AND CHAIR OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL

(At the Introductory session held on November 17, 2011)
Salutations,

I am delighted to be participating in this Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in beautiful Trinidad and Tobago, land of the Steel Band, Calypso and Carnival.

It would be fitting to begin by recalling the words of the Prime Minister, Honourable Madame Kamla Persaud Bissessar, this morning about partnership in our commitment to public security for the citizens of our countries. 

Indeed, the fundamental basis for the establishment of the Organization of American States is to enable the countries of the region to achieve an order of peace and Justice, to strengthen peace and security and to strengthen international collaboration.

Notwithstanding these imperatives, in every single member state represented here today citizen security is of the utmost concern to a large proportion of the population. In fact, in some of our countries the security situation may well have worsened since the inauguration of the MISPA process. 

Therefore, the need to strengthen security in order to improve peace, stability, socio-economic development, democracy, human rights, human dignity and the fight against poverty scarcely needs repetition here. What I would wish to restate is that the urgency of improving the security situation in the hemisphere is of obvious and of paramount importance.

In view of these challenges, Mr. Chairman, it is essential that we renew and redouble our efforts in serving as a hemispheric forum for information and experience sharing, for consolidating and strengthening cooperation, in the following up of mandates and in the promotion and strengthening of cooperation between MISPA and other OAS mechanisms as well as between MISPA and other international cooperation processes related to public security.

Moreover, as we seek to advance the MISPA process through this Ministerial dialogue, it is essential that we build on decisions taken during the last OAS General Assembly which resulted in the adoption of the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas. It would be important also to take account of some of the common objectives between the MISPA and REMJA processes in preparation for the Sixth Summit of the Americas.

In this respect, Mr. Chairman, I would like to commend you on the relevance of the agenda which you have just adopted. Strengthening the training and education of public security personnel, exchanging best practices and experiences in police management, improving their professionalization, training and living conditions, fostering citizen and community participation and enhancing the use of technology are essential areas to be tackled if we are to achieve our common objectives. 

Given the impact of crime and violence on the security of our citizens and the dangers they pose to our societies, the OAS, through its various political organs, has made significant advances towards the inclusion of public security on the hemispheric political agenda. The results thus far of the MISPA process, as well as the goals reached within the framework of the General Assembly and the Summit of the Americas process, are ample demonstration of the commitment of the Organization to further promote dialogue at the highest level in order to advance effective cooperation, knowledge sharing, technical assistance and exchange of best practices and lessons learned to ensure the security of our peoples and the stability of our democratic institutions.

Mr. Chairman, the Permanent Missions to the OAS deserve to be recognized for engaging so fervently in difficult, yet largely successful, negotiations in preparation for this meeting in the Working Group which was established within the Committee for Hemisphere Security.  I take this opportunity to underline the key role played by that Committee in promoting and fostering a coordinated and consensual response toward greater security in our region. This Committee is the agency responsible for fostering cooperation among Member States in all areas related to security as well as in following up the mandates set forth by MISPA and the General Assembly. In a situation where all available tools and resources need to be employed, I would urge Member States to take full advantage of this valuable instrument to strengthen hemispheric cooperation in this vital area. 

The need for timely measures to address the security challenges of Member States require that this meeting ensures that the MISPA Process is institutionalized through the adoption of the Document of Port of Spain. As Chair of the Permanent Council, I would like to appeal to delegates for the necessary degree of flexibility and consensuality to approve this document. 

Mr. Chairman, those of us who have had the amazing experience of a Trinidadian Carnival can testify to the colorful eruption of culture and frolic which holds this entire society in its feverish grip. Then all of a sudden, after it is over, everything goes back to normal from one day to the next.

Perhaps we here can heed this lesson in being cognizant of the need to carry on working continuously and assiduously, after this meeting is over,  to attain the level of peace and security which our citizens desire and to which they are entitled. On behalf of the Permanent Council, I close with thanks to the Government and people of Trinidad and Tobago for being such efficient and hospitable hosts.
I thank you. 
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