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Closing Remarks

by

Senator the Honourable Brigadier John C. E. Sandy, 

Minister of National Security 

at the 

Closing Session of the Third Meeting of Ministers responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA III)
Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary-General of the Organization of American States;

Honourable Ministers responsible for Public Security in the Member States of the OAS;

Other Heads of Delegations of the OAS;

Delegates;

Representatives of the Permanent Observer States of the OAS;

Representatives of International organizations;

Invited Guests;

Members of the Media;

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good afternoon.

I again have the honor to address you at this Closing Ceremony of the Third Meeting of Ministers for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA III). 

The changes in the international security environment over the past decade have clearly been more significant than anything that we have faced before and have warranted a dynamic approach to crime fighting, and by extension police management. 

Undeniably, crime severely impedes peace and the development of a nation. Not only does it take its toll on victims and families, but it also prevents the otherwise productive use of resources. It is in this regard, that we are compelled to address the issue of strengthening our policing and other law enforcement and criminal justice agencies to confront this challenge.

All of us gathered here over the past two days, as representatives of the Organization of American States and other various international and private sector organizations, have recognized the opportunity presented at this Third MISPA Meeting; an opportunity to reaffirm our Commitment to Public Security in the Americas.  

Public security is the duty and exclusive obligation of the State, strengthens the rule of law, and is intended to safeguard the well-being and security of persons and protect the enjoyment of all their rights. Our focus over the past two days on the Pillar of “Police Management” was borne out of a consensus that a solid blueprint is needed to enhance one of the institutions that is responsible for protecting and serving our citizens and building safer communities.

This afternoon, I am pleased to report that because of the experiences we have shared, we have taken the requisite steps to ‘promote the modernization of police management by incorporating transparency and accountability, enhancing the professionalization of security forces; and improving the living and working conditions of their members’.

The Port of Spain Recommendations for Police Management that we have adopted as an Outcome Document of this Meeting is that blueprint that I referred to earlier. I want to thank you for your endorsement of this document. The modernization and professionalization of police institutions, through training, improved technology and wider partnerships in a democratic framework is what we all wish to achieve. 

It is therefore up to us as individual states to implement those recommendations that would redound to enhanced public security in our countries and inevitably in our region. 
Secondly, we have adopted the Document of Port of Spain regarding the ‘Institutionalization of the MISPA Process’. We can all acknowledge the significance of this Outcome Document. Not only does it concretise this forum in the hemisphere, but it also directs what is to happen in the two year period between meetings. This Document serves as a guide towards implementation of all we have affirmed and recommended and thus would ensure that when we meet again in Colombia in 2013, MISPA would be in a position to assess its work in the interval. Trinidad and Tobago is heartened that the Document, which was proposed by Mexico, the very first host of MISPA, would bear the name of Port of Spain, where it was adopted.

Let us therefore press forward with a spirit of cooperation and coordination, with these Outcome Documents in mind.


With these few words, ladies and gentlemen, I would like to thank all of you for making this meeting a success. 

First of all, I would like to thank the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States for its assistance to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago in the coordination of this Meeting. Through you Ambassador Ramdin, we also extend personal thanks to Secretary-General José Miguel Insulza for his presence with us on this occasion; and to Ambassador Adam Blackwell and the Department of Public Security for all the preparatory work that would have been done in Washington D.C. that would have resulted in this Meeting in Port of Spain.

Special thanks are also offered to the Vice-Chairs and the Rapporteurs; and all the Member States that have acted as presenters and moderators and contributed useful ideas that generated the interactive dialogue and discussions over the past two days. I also want to thank my colleagues and heads of delegations for the candor and cooperative spirit that they brought to the discussions. Our progress was possible because we were committed to these ideals. Indeed, the success of this Meeting has clearly indicated that we continue to build a strong cooperation and partnership for public security.

Finally, ladies and gentlemen, I would also like to express my sincerest thanks to the national coordinators of this meeting: Mrs. Antoinette Lucas-Andrews, International Affairs Adviser, Ministry of National Security and Mrs. Sharon Alfred, and their team of excellent support persons (security, liaison, transport, administration, technical, interpreters, IT) for the excellent work they have done in making all this possible.

Distinguished delegates, on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, I wish you a safe journey to whatever your destination across this hemisphere and perhaps even across the globe.

This Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Security in the Americas is declared close.

Thank you very much ladies and gentlemen.
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