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Welcome Remarks 
by

 Senator the Honourable Brigadier John C.E.Sandy, 

Minister of National Security 

at the 

Inaugural Session of the Third Meeting of Ministers responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA III)
SALUTATIONS

The Honourable Kamla Persad-Bissessar, Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago;

Your Excellency José Miguel Insulza, Secretary-General of the Organization of American States;

The Honourable Tillman Thomas, Prime Minister of Grenada and Minister of National Security;

Senator the Honourable Timothy Hamel-Smith, President of the Senate of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago;

Colleague Ministers responsible for Public Security in the Member States of the OAS;

Ministers of the Cabinet of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago;

Heads of Diplomatic Mission;

Other Heads of Delegations of the Member States of the OAS Delegates;

Members of the Senate;

Representatives of Observer States of the OAS;

Invited Guests;

Members of the Media;

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 

A pleasant morning to you all. 

Welcome to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, host of the Organization of American States (OAS), Third Meeting of Ministers responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA III). 

Thank you all for your presence at this Meeting. Regrettably, only last week, our sister state, Mexico, suffered the loss of its Minister of the Interior, the Honourable Francisco Blake, a key member of President Felipe Calderon’s security team. Can I ask you to stand with me as we observe a minute of silence in acknowledgement of the passing of this champion?  

[SILENCE] Thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen, we all know that crime is a complex, transnational phenomenon. Assembled in this Ball Room today are many officials who are at the forefront of the fight to address this phenomenon, and who recognise that a successful campaign requires a multi-faceted multidimensional strategy that involves the collective efforts of all stakeholders. 

The focus of this Third Meeting of MISPA is Police Management, one of the five pillars identified in the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas that was adopted at the very first meeting in Mexico City in 2008. I believe that our deliberations over the next two days on this fundamental issue would enable us to make giant steps toward strengthening our hemispheric alliance in the bid to enhancing public security. Such efforts will be made through the work of our local law enforcement institutions, regional and international crime-fighting organizations, private sector organizations and the public at large.

Better management of the police and related institutions can contribute to much needed reform.  Indeed, a well-defined framework for broader, democratic reform in our police organizations would inevitably enhance police operations nationally, regionally and internationally.
The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago has consistently embraced opportunities such as this Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA III), to ensure that we contribute to the shared leadership that is necessary at the level of the highest national authorities, in order to strengthen the rule of law and safeguard the well-being and security of the citizens and visitors to our respective member states. This is evident by the presence of our Honourable Prime Minister today.
Ladies and gentlemen, we must work collectively, to strengthen the safety and security of this hemisphere. The onus is on us, as custodians of public security, to achieve the desired outcomes through closer and more effective coordination, collaboration and timely exchange of police information. 

Once again, I extend to you a warm welcome to Trinidad and Tobago. I trust that our deliberations over the next two days would be sufficiently engaging and challenging, such that when it is all over, we can all say that it was well worth the journey.
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