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Guaranteeing security and harmonious coexistence for citizens in their day-to-day life, ensuring their rights and freedoms, and promoting best practices to contribute to the formulation of public security policy have been overall priorities for all of the Hemisphere's authorities.

Using this premise, we could say that, in the long run, collective action by government institutions, through their police forces and security agencies, is what determines public security policy to protect social harmony and security in our countries. That is why we've come together for this Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas where, once again, we will extol democratic values, strengthen collaborative ties, and reaffirm the political will to fight crime and violence through our institutions, particularly the police force and security agencies.

I welcome you most warmly. Let me also say how steadfastly committed the National Police of Colombia is to endorsing and supporting the various expressions of cooperation, such as MISPA, which spare no effort to integrate our regions, for the sole purpose of development and prosperity to promote an atmosphere that is safe and free from violence. 

For this to be accomplished, the momentum this forum has built up needs to be sustained, through such quintessentially regional integration mechanisms as AMERIPOL and CLACIP, by uniting resolve and efforts at integration through synergy that can only come from recognizing that the essence of the democratic system to which we have signed on as citizens is its plural nature that is based on shared responsibility, which is now built in as a value imperative in the pursuit of the common good we know as security.

Let me therefore share with you what I see as five essential elements of the event for which we are gathered here today, if we are to press ahead forward in institutionalizing this forum:

-
No. 1:  Consolidation of common public security objectives through the inter-American system. With the recognized leadership of the OAS, they will enable us to define processes of common identity in public security in the Americas; by moving forward in defining avenues for legal strengthening of cooperation communities, such as AMERIPOL, they will therefore facilitate increasingly actionable and coordinated decision-making to benefit the region and our citizens.
· No. 2:  Information-sharing and preventing and dealing with crime. By understanding the new forms of violence and crime, not only will we be able to contain them as issues that affect human security as a whole, but we will also be able to strengthen components that have been consolidated in the area of intelligence to act in advance, following strategic guidelines to deal effectively with the various regional threats. This will only be possible to the extent that police forces and security agencies broaden opportunities for interagency coordination with the authorities of the region.

· No.  3: Establishing a system of lessons learned which would not have been possible in our nations' own future efforts to deal with crime and violence, without being based on integration as leverage for positive practices and technological and operational development that our institutions increasingly demand.

Further developing a database of experiences and a platform for police best practices are crucial steps to that end.
· No. 4: Development of citizen security programs: MISPA declarations and agreements consolidated in this forum by participating countries have a direct and almost immediate impact on the processes of building, implementing, and evaluating public policies in the area of public and citizen security.

This is why initiatives made ​​available to this forum, plus successful models like the National Plan for Community Policing by Quadrants, are public sector references that contribute to the objectives of this Meeting of Ministers and to fulfillment of the Agenda entrusted to our leaders.

· No. 5: A collective approach based on horizontal cooperation among states, as the main thrust of this new battery of initiatives, for effective exchange of experiences, training, assistance, and access to new technologies by reducing asymmetries among the region's police, mainly by effectively adopting the recommendations arising from the various cooperation forums.


It is therefore quite clear to all gathered here that every Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas is a special forum to make the changes needed to build the agenda for Hemisphere-wide public security.

As a Colombian, but more so as a citizen of the Americas, I would like to talk with you about the great responsibility we have in this setting, mindful that guaranteeing the right to security is a cornerstone of democracy.

That is why I feel that the effort we are making right now is one more step in the quest to build a democratic Hemisphere, where citizens feel safer.

It is therefore with deepest affection and respect that I invite you, as you spend the next two days working in the city of eternal Spring, Medellin, to tell of the results and experiences that our countries have had, but even more so, and with total determination, of the contribution toward implementing and evaluating international strategies that are more and more creative and in turn closer and closer to our citizens, through a comprehensive approach that emphasizes protecting the life, safety and security, and heritage of our communities and of the American nations.

Thank you very much.
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