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1.
Thoughts regarding the importance of the MISPA forum
2.
International cooperation as central to security in the region
3.
Legal security of the region's citizens as a fundamental right 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen:
1.
Let me begin by commending all the delegates and representatives of the various countries of the region, who understand the need for a forum to discuss the issue of security in the region. The Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA) is a process in which there is demonstrated interest. Through this forum, we have already been able to come together to discuss security issues in the Hemisphere and to advance proposals for strengthening security policies in the region.
1.1
I would therefore just like to mention the foundations already established, through this regional forum, to better chart the course we need to follow for this IV edition of MISPA. 
1.2 
Through this forum for discussion on security, we made ​​significant progress at the previous three meetings. Firstly, at MISPA I, which was held in Mexico in October 2008, we adopted the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas, establishing the five pillars of MISPA. With the adoption of the Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security in the Americas in November 2009, we also strengthened the process of institutionalizing MISPA by consolidating its mission, its objectives, and its role in the process of advancing security issues in the region. Finally, the MISPA III gathering in Port of Spain in 2011 adopted two key documents:  one on police management, professionalization, and training; and the other on the institutionalization of the MISPA process.
2.
These important accomplishments are indeed an indication that we are on the right track. However, we have yet to consolidate one of the vital pillars of security in the region, namely, international cooperation. That is the objective of this fourth meeting of MISPA. It addresses the need to promote dialogue on best practices in international cooperation. If security is to be guaranteed at the regional level, efforts geared toward cooperation, coordination, and mutual assistance among the institutions responsible for public security in the member states must also be enhanced.
2.1
We must recognize that the main threats and the main challenges to security in the region are transnational in nature.  The problems of illicit drug trafficking, illegal arms trafficking, human trafficking, cybercrime, terrorism, and transnational organized crime in their various forms are therefore challenges that really can only be dealt with through international cooperation. 
2.2
Besides, even security problems that seemingly didn't previously call for a national response can no longer be addressed effectively unless there is stepped up response to these problems through well thought-out international cooperation. I am here thinking particularly about the problems of extreme poverty, social exclusion of large segments of our populations, natural disasters, and environmental degradation.
2.3
With this in mind, we can say that strengthening international cooperation in public security is now more than necessary. That is why we feel it is crucial to support the recommendations of this MISPA IV meeting for strengthening the framework for international cooperation on public security.
3.
And finally, I would like go back to one of the key areas of the multidimensional nature of public security–that legal security of citizens is a fundamental human right. It is essentially guaranteed by the legal ties that allow them to exercise civil and political rights.
3.1
A state's obligation to its citizens, especially that state’s obligation to ensure the legal security of citizens, is an inalienable right. We must therefore be ever-vigilant to see to it that this right of the citizen is not violated. We must ensure that the state and our international and regional institutions guarantee citizens legal security.
Thank you very much.
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