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FIFTH MEETING OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR PUBLIC SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS (MISPA-V)
INTRODUCTORY SESSION 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARIAT FOR MULTIDIMENSIONAL SECURITY
Report of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security on compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14), as regards the prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity and the creation of a database on good practices and a catalogue of training courses and technical assistance. 
Background
At the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, held in June 2014 in Asunción, Paraguay, the member states assigned a series of mandates to the Organization of American States and to its General Secretariat. In particular, by means of resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14), “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach,” the member states recognized the need to create and/or promote different mechanisms, policies, and actions to support greater levels of multidimensional security at the hemispheric level.

Specifically, the chapter “Preventing violence and crime” of that resolution instructed the General Secretariat, through its Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to establish and coordinate, in consultation with the member states, an Inter-American Network for the Prevention of Violence and Crime to contribute to the efforts and capabilities of the member states, particularly in areas relating to participation by the population within the framework of citizen security and community organization, and to foster hemispheric coordination and cooperation in the area of violence and crime prevention. The General Secretariat was also instructed to establish a specific fund and its rules of procedure to support activities designed to prevent violence and crime, including the aforesaid Inter-American Network. 

The chapter “Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA)” in that same resolution requested the General Secretariat to support the member states in the implementation of the Recommendations of Medellín, the final document of MISPA IV, held in 2013, specifically as regards the creation of a database of good practices and of a catalogue of training courses and technical assistance, and for those to be presented for the member states’ consideration at the Fifth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-V).
The Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security is pleased to present this report in compliance with the aforesaid mandates.

Inter-American Network for the Prevention of Violence and Crime
The Inter-American Network for the Prevention of Violence and Crime was conceived of as a mechanism for permanent dialogue and consultation between the different actors involved in promoting, formulating, implementing, and evaluating public policies related to the prevention of violence and crime. 

Its proposed structure, designed by the Department of Public Security, involves setting up an on-site and virtual platform for dialogue, open to representatives of the member states, civil society, the private sector, and academia. The platform will serve to identify points of common interest among the network’s stakeholders, and it will provide support for the development and/or strengthening of initiatives in the area of preventing violence and crime.

This proposal was presented to the Committee on Hemispheric Security on two occasions – on March 6, 2015, and on November 5, 2015 – and it will be presented again during the first plenary session of this meeting for the information of the distinguished ministers and representatives.

In addition, the Department of Public Security prepared a proposed set of “Operational Guidelines for the Inter-American Network for the Prevention of Violence and Crime,” to establish its structure and composition and to define the roles and responsibilities of the different players involved in its development and implementation. That document and the “Rules of Procedure for the Voluntary Fund for the Prevention of Violence and Crime” were presented for consideration by the Working Group to Prepare MISPA-V at its meeting of July 29, 2015, and they were adopted by the Committee on Hemispheric Security at its meeting of November 5, 2015. It should be noted that on April 27 of this year, the Interior Ministry of Guatemala made a first contribution to the Fund in the amount of US$ 50,000.

Following the adoption of the Operational Guidelines, the Department of Public Security is currently working on the design of the online platform that will enable exchanges of experiences, information, and good practices to take place. The Network’s first virtual forum is expected to be held during the first half of 2016. 

At the same time, in collaboration with governmental and nongovernmental representatives and with the support of the private sector, the Department of Public Security is developing one of the Network’s operational mechanisms: the Inter-American Program to Prevent Violence and Crime. This program is being drawn up with a programmatic approach and based on concrete lines of action for strengthening the member states’ institutional capacities for preventing violence and crime. Among other undertakings, it is identifying effective actions in the area of prevention carried out by the region’s countries that could be adapted and adjusted to the specific needs and demands of the member states. 

In this way, the Network and the Inter-American Program to Prevent Violence and Crime will work together to identify needs and opportunities, through dialogue and exchanges of experiences, and to promote coordination and cooperation among the states. In this way, the aim is to evolve from informed dialogue based on evaluated experiences to specific actions that will contribute to the prevention of violence and crime in the hemisphere. 
Database of Good Practices and Catalogue of Training Courses
In response to the mandate for creating a database of good practices and a catalogue of training courses, the Department of Public Security is currently designing and developing a proposal for an Inter-American Network of Public Security Information and Knowledge. 

The Network – an initiative that will also be presented to the distinguished ministers and representatives during this meeting – is intended to contribute to the strengthening of the member states’ information systems on crime, violence, and insecurity to enable the generation of reliable, valid, and timely information. The Network also aims to define quality criteria for generating statistics on crime, violence, and insecurity; to promote the exchange, dissemination, and publication of comparable data; to encourage exchanges of best practices and lessons learned; and to offer the countries a series of information and knowledge resources on public security, including a database of good public security practices and a catalogue of training courses.

Within the framework of the Information Network, a proposed plan of action was developed for a first round of information gathering on the training courses that exist in each of the countries and to identify the member states’ priorities and demands in that area. This proposal was presented to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for its consideration at its meeting of October 8, 2015, and it suggests that, from the operational point of view, the Department of Public Security should work with one member state that volunteers to assist the initiative by contributing the technological capacity and human resources needed for developing the database. This proposal was classified as MISPA V/INF.5/15 and has been distributed as a information document of that meeting.

With this report, the Department of Public Security demonstrates that the mandates assigned to it in the area of preventing violence and crime have been met or are in the process of being carried out, and it is pleased to make itself available to any member state that wishes additional information on the topic.
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