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QUITO RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STRENGTHENING INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF PUBLIC SECURITY, PREVENTING AND FIGHTING TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME 
(Adopted on October 31, 2019)


We, the ministers responsible for public security in the Americas and the representatives of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), meeting in Quito, Ecuador, on October 30 and 31, 2019, in the Seventh Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-VII), convened by the OAS General Assembly by resolution AG/RES. 2925 (XLVIII-O/18), and in keeping with the “Document of Port of Spain:  Institutionalization of the MISPA Process”; 


AWARE that in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security in Mexico City in October 2003, the member states recognized that security in the Hemisphere is affected by traditional threats and new threats, concerns, and other challenges that are of diverse nature and multidimensional scope, including, among others, transnational organized crime; 

RECALLING that in the same Declaration the member states condemned transnational organized crime because it undermines the institutions of states and has harmful effects on our citizens and societies, and committed to fighting it by strengthening their legal frameworks, the rule of law, and multilateral cooperation, respectful of the sovereignty of each state; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT existing procedures, mechanisms, and tools for bilateral, regional, and multilateral coordination and cooperation among the national authorities in charge of enforcing the law, particularly among neighboring countries, to face the traditional threats and the new threats, concerns, and other challenges that are of diverse nature and multidimensional in scope; 
REAFFIRMING that the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas is the highest-level hemispheric political forum to address issues of public security, as evidenced in the adoption of the “Commitment to Public Security in the Americas,” Mexico, October 2008; the “Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security,” Dominican Republic, November 2009; the “Port of Spain Recommendations for Police Management,” Trinidad and Tobago, November 2011; the “Medellín Recommendations for Strengthening International Cooperation on Public Security,” Colombia, November 2013; the “Lima Recommendations for the Prevention of Crime, Violence, and Insecurity,” Peru, November 2015; as well as the “San Pedro Sula Recommendations for Public Security Management,” Honduras, October 2017; 

CELEBRATING the establishment of the Inter-American Networks for Police Development and Professionalization (REDPPOL); the Prevention of Violence and Crime; and Information and Knowledge on Public Security, as tools to foster international cooperation in the different areas of public security; 

EXPRESSING our satisfaction with the face-to-face courses carried out in the context of the Inter-American Network for Police Development and Professionalization, and highlighting the role played by Honduras (2017) and Ecuador (2019) as the hosts of those courses; 
RECOGNIZING the work of the Inter-American Network and Program for the Prevention of Violence and Crime, aimed at strengthening the capacities of the Member States to design, implement, and consolidate comprehensive plans for the prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity; 

HIGHLIGHTING the importance of cooperating on initiatives for the standardization and collection of data on crime, prisons, and the operation of the criminal justice system through international initiatives such as the United Nations Surveys on Crime Trends and the Operations of Criminal Justice Systems, and regional mechanisms that make it possible to feed into and update the observatories and digital platforms of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to attain a more rigorous understanding of the situation to be faced, and receive official inputs for drawing up regional reports; 

WELCOMING the adoption of the Hemispheric Plan of Action to Guide the Design of Public Policies to Prevent and Reduce Intentional Homicide, by General Assembly Resolution AG/CG/doc.9/19, which resulted from the efforts of the member states through the Working Group for the Prevention of Lethal Violence of the Inter-American Network for the Prevention of Violence and Crime, and the contributions of international organizations, civil society organizations, and experts convened for that purpose; 

TAKING NOTE of the recommendations that emanated from the two meetings of the Subsidiary Technical Group on Prevention of Crime, Violence and Insecurity, in which issues were addressed having to do with emergency services; preventing and reducing intentional homicide; and women in the security and justice sector; 

CELEBRATING the holding of the First International Seminar on Mechanisms and Tools for Regional Emergency Services Cooperation, which, from April 25-26, 2019, brought together in Quito authorities and experts on the issue to discuss and reflect upon the realities and challenges these services face so as to design and manage adequate responses tailored to the different types of emergencies; 


BEARING IN MIND the progress report of the Second Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere 2015-2020, which reflects the gains made by the member states in the prevention, prosecution, and punishment of this crime and its different modalities, and services for and protection of victims; 


RECOGNIZING the ministries responsible for public security, the ministries of justice, the judiciaries, and the offices of attorney general of the member states as the authorities for deciding on and implementing policies and strategies for effectively addressing the prevention, prosecution, and punishment of transnational organized crime in all its manifestations; 

MINDFUL that cross-cutting responses to transnational organized crime are a matter of urgency, and should encompass the design and implementation of public policies, strategies and frameworks for cooperation, coordination, and exchange of information among public security and justice institutions to prevent, confront, investigate, and prosecute illegal activities and criminal conspiracies; 

BEARING IN MIND the Report of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime (RANDOT/doc.3/14) and the Recommendations of the Second Meeting (RANDOT-II/doc.3/19 rev. 1); 

RECOGNIZING that transnational organized crime is an obstacle to member states’ efforts for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030; 

HIGHLIGHTING the commitment assumed by the States Parties by ratifying the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its three protocols – the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air; the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; and the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts and Components and Ammunition; together with the importance of those instruments as a tool for international cooperation; 

WE RECOMMEND:
1. Instruct the member states, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security and with the support of the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to design and implement a hemispheric strategy to prevent and combat transnational organized crime based on the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime.  This strategy will be developed in line with the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocols, based on a common evaluation and identification of this threat, in order to guide the formulation and application of public policies, plans, programs, indicators, and tools addressing this issue at the national, subregional and regional levels.  To this end, member states will continue to strengthen the necessary ties with the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS and other international organizations that deal with this matter, in order to ensure the coordination and integration of the joint effort against transnational organized criminal groups.  
2. Urge the member states to continue strengthening the actions for cooperation, coordination, and mutual technical assistance among the institutions entrusted with public security to confront the growing complexity and diversity of expressions of transnational organized crime in the Hemisphere, among others, trafficking in persons, smuggling of migrants, cybercrime, illicit drug trafficking, illicit trafficking of firearms, smuggling of goods and merchandise, money laundering, kidnapping, corruption, and other related crimes.  

3. Request the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to develop, by the end of the first quarter of 2020, a list of existing hemispheric mechanisms for effective coordination, exchange of information, and intelligence among the ministries of public security and police forces of the Americas, for member states’ consideration and possible use. 
4. Request that the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, through the Department of Public Security (DSP) based on information furnished by the member states, provide a biennial report on implementation of mandates, recommendations, work plans, action plans, and programmatic activities emanating from the MISPA process, in order to continue strengthening cooperation and coordination on public security at the hemispheric level.  

5. Cooperate on and fully implement existing initiatives on the collection of data, indicators, and statistics internationally and regionally, which will be reflected, at the hemispheric level, in the Inter-American Observatory on Security.  

6. Request that the Inter-American Public Security Information and Knowledge Network set up a working group to submit a biennial report that includes possible recommendations and analyzes crime data based on trends observed across the Hemisphere, in keeping with existing good practices and statistical operations used by the International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes.  
7. Establish, pursuant to paragraph 14 of the “Document of Port of Spain:  Institutionalization of the MISPA Process,” the Subsidiary Technical Group on Emergency Services, in order to define and articulate cooperation arrangements, mechanisms and instruments, and establish protocols on responding to emergencies and coordinating response efforts in the member states of the OAS.  The Subsidiary Technical working group is charged with reaching agreement, as an initial document for establishing and strengthening emergency services in the region, on the structure of the table of contents of the “Protocol-Guide for the Establishment of National Emergency Systems in the Countries of the Americas,” which is attached, as document number REDVD/GT/SE-7/19 rev. 1). 

8. Entrust the Department of Public Security with drawing up a plan for the work of the Subsidiary Technical Group on Emergency and Security Services that includes, among other objectives, finalizing the document “Protocol-Guide for the Establishment of National Emergency Systems in the Countries of the Americas.”   
9. Establish February 11 of each year as the “Inter-American Day of the Single Emergency Service Number.” 
10. Ask the member states to send the Department of Public Security contact and institutional information on their respective emergency and service services.
11. Instruct the Department of Public Security, in the framework of the Inter-American Network for Police Development and Professionalization (REDPPOL) and in coordination with the Department against Transnational Organized Crime, to consolidate, within its study plan, a set of training modules on investigating and combating transnational organized crime. 
12. To implement, strengthen, or consider establishing suitable anti-money laundering mechanisms to identify and combat individuals and organizations that participate in transnational organized crime activities within the framework of the Group on the Control of Money Laundering. 
13. Consider additional tools to strengthen legislative and cooperation measures to combat transnational organized crime and to pursue, prosecute, and appropriately punish perpetrators of transnational organized crime.
14. Continue promoting the effectiveness, accountability, and control of institutions entrusted with public security.
/
15. Enhance the ability of the institutions entrusted with public security in the region to combat transnational organized crime by establishing or strengthening, as the case may be, special units to fight transnational organized crime; as well as the technical capabilities of the personnel in those units, through exchanges, trainings, and assistance in investigation, intelligence, criminal analysis, and the use of technologies and big data, among other related matters.
16. In order to ensure the continuity of the training of police agents and to equalize technical and human capacities throughout the Hemisphere, request that the host country of the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security consider hosting the face-to-face course of the REDPPOL.
17. Implement and strengthen, as the case may be, programs to assist and protect witnesses, victims, persons accused (their family members and persons close to them), whistleblowers, informants, and persons with a role in judicial proceedings such as police agents, expert witnesses, prosecutors, judges, and prison staff associated with judicial proceedings in the area of transnational organized crime.
18. Urge the member states to implement, as appropriate, the recommendations included in the Hemispheric Plan of Action to Guide the Design of Public Policies to Prevent and Reduce Intentional Homicide, document AG/CG/doc.9/19, and that they keep a record of them so that they can be shared in a regional report to be submitted to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, in the period prior to the Eighth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security of the Americas (MISPA) (2021).
19. Having ascertained the importance (rationality) of jointly addressing several issues within the ambit of the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas and the Meeting of Ministers of Justice of the Americas, and their respective processes, in order to deepen and boost international cooperation in those spheres,  recommend that the OAS Permanent Council convene a joint meeting of the two processes in the near future; request the Committee on Hemispheric Security to identify, in consultation with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, possible topics pertaining to the MISPA process as agenda items for that joint meeting that also relate to the REMJA process; and to draft a report on those thematic areas to facilitate consideration of this proposal by the Permanent Council.
FOLLOW-UP:
1. Express gratitude to the Government of Honduras for having presided over the Second Meeting of the Subsidiary Technical Group on Prevention of Crime, Violence, and Insecurity, and to take note of its final report. 
2.  Adopt the Recommendations arising out of the Second Meeting of the Subsidiary Technical Working Group on the Prevention of Crime, Violence, and Insecurity contained in document GTS/PDVI/doc.11/19 rev.2.
3. Elect the Dominican Republic to serve as Chair of the Subsidiary Technical Group on Prevention of Crime, Violence, and Insecurity.  
4. Elect the Republic of Ecuador to serve as Chair of the Subsidiary Technical Group on Emergency and Security Services.  

5. Elect the Republic of Ecuador to serve as Chair of Subsidiary Technical Group on Police Management.
6. Welcome the offer of the Government of El Salvador to host the Eighth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security of the Americas (MISPA-VIII) and the Third On-site Police Training Course of the Inter-American Network for Police Development and Professionalization (REDPPOL). 

7. Encourage the member states, permanent observers, international organizations, and nongovernmental organizations to continue supporting the Department of Public Security providing external financing to facilitate the sustainability of its programs and projects.  
8. To thank the people and Government of Ecuador for hosting the Seventh Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-VII) in Quito, Ecuador.
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�.	The delegation of Uruguay will submit a footnote. 





