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COMMITMENTS FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

EQUITY AND SOCIAL INCLUSION: OVERCOMING INEQUALITIES 
FOR MORE INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES
(Adopted at the seventh plenary session held on July 14, 2016, 
and reviewed by the Style Committee)
THE MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered in Asunción, Paraguay, on July 13 and 14, 2016, on the occasion of the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the framework of CIDI,
MINDFUL of the commitments adopted by the member states in the Charter of the OAS and other regional and universal documents, such as the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, the Declaration of Asunción “Development with Social Inclusion,” and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; and
REAFFIRMING that the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action establish the commitment of member states to urgently combat the serious problems of poverty, social exclusion, and inequity, and that social protection is a key factor that facilitates the progressive inclusion of all citizens in our societies in well-being, progress, and social justice,
DECLARE:
1.
To promote and strengthen national strategies to eradicate poverty, particularly extreme poverty, with policies and programs that take into account its multidimensional nature and the need to combat it with inter-sectoral and interagency actions.
2.
To advance toward comprehensive social protection systems in line with national contexts, which may include a rights-based approach, where appropriate, that take into account the different needs of individuals in the course of their lives, in order to enable them to live well in harmony with nature, and generate the conditions for individuals—particularly those in vulnerable circumstances—and societies to develop to their full potential.
3.
Likewise, to advance toward regulatory frameworks for social protection aimed at coordinating the progress made with both contributory and non-contributory social protection systems, and encourage the promotion of social protection in the countries that have made least progress in that regard.
4.
To promote gender mainstreaming in social development policies, bearing in mind not only the substantial contributions that women make to sustainable development, economic growth, elimination of poverty, and reduction of inequality, including in their unpaid work in the home and as care providers, but also the need for women’s empowerment in bringing about the elimination of gender inequality and the full exercise of their rights.
5.
To strengthen programs on income generation and creation of decent, dignified, and productive employment for the poor and vulnerable, as a way out of poverty and a means to sustainable autonomy.

6.
To promote funding models and strategies to implement programs, projects, and measures for climate change mitigation and adaptation that target poor and vulnerable populations, particularly in peri-urban areas, with components that address food security, income generation, and reduction of risks associated with health emergencies, drought, and floods.
7.
To intensify efforts to enhance the statistics compilation capabilities of developing countries, especially those that may be most in need of such efforts because they are landlocked countries, small island states, or middle-income countries.
8.
To promote the sustainability of social protection programs—especially those geared toward eradicating poverty, particularly extreme poverty—and of non-contributory pension programs; and to establish a mechanism to analyze and monitor the budget appropriations concerned.
9.
To promote more effective social development policies and programs aimed at increasing levels of social investment in order progressively to bring about greater equality and social inclusion.

10.
To interlink the government’s efforts with all sectors of society with a view to achieving more inclusive social protection with a comprehensive approach that favors public policies aimed at reducing inequality.
11.
To boost regional efforts to achieve Goal 1 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, especially 1.3: “Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, including floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and vulnerable.” To report on progress made to the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development.
12.
To boost regional efforts to achieve Goal 10 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, especially 10.2: “[E]mpower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or other status.” To report on progress made to the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development.
13.
To strengthen cooperation for the development of financial education and inclusion programs that enhance access to, and the use of, affordable, quality financial services that strengthen the financial capability of households excluded from or underserved by the financial system as well as that of microenterprises, small businesses, cooperatives, and other production units.
14.
To strengthen policies and programs in close cooperation with other relevant entities, including other tiers of government, in order to address inequality, promote equal opportunities, and deter and remedy workplace discrimination.
15.
To establish voluntary guidelines for the exchange of information on progress, experiences, and lessons learned in implementing the objective and strategic lines of action in Area of Intervention 2 (Social Protection) of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas and, on a voluntary basis, report annually on the matter to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI).
16.
To collaborate, where appropriate, with initiatives arising from the Seventh Summit of the Americas and with the preparations for the Eighth Summit of the Americas.
17.
To encourage states parties to the Protocol of San Salvador to continue to submit reports on their main areas of progress in implementing the economic, social, and cultural rights recognized in that international instrument.
18.
To strengthen the Inter-American Social Protection Network (IASPN) as a hemispheric cooperation mechanism for combating poverty and inequity, and to continue within that framework to share knowledge and experiences and build up the capacities of social development institutions in the region.
19.
To foster synergies among CIDI, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) in order to coordinate their support for efforts to develop new methodologies and instruments for measuring poverty in all its forms, as well as deprivation and vulnerability.
20.
To foster coordination for exchanges of experiences and the support of the United Nations development system, international financial institutions, regional organizations, and other stakeholders for middle-income countries, in view of the difficulties that they face in achieving sustainable development, one of the goals of the 2030 Agenda.
21.
To enhance inter-sectoral collaboration with other ministerial forums of CIDI in order to follow up on the commitments established in this document.
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