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Summary of the meeting held on September 20, 2010

The meeting was held under the chairmanship of Ambassador Guillermo Cochez, Permanent Representative of Panama, to consider the items on the order of business contained in document GT/DADIN/doc.399/10, which was adopted as presented.
The meeting was attended by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
1. Election of Vice Chairs

The Chair expressed his satisfaction at presiding over the Working Group and his hope to be able to count on the support and cooperation of all in achieving the goal proposed and crystallizing the Declaration on Indigenous Peoples.
The delegation of Peru nominated Mr. Francisco Barreiro, Alternate Representative of Paraguay, as vice chair, based on his acknowledged experience and credentials, which made him a worthy candidate for this position.  The delegation of Argentina seconded the nomination, which was approved by acclamation.

Mr. Barreiro expressed his thanks for the appointment and pledged his perseverance in the work and struggle to ensure that the Declaration becomes a reality.

2. Verbal report on the status of the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

The Chair offered the floor to Mr. Luis Toro to present the report.
Mr. Toro began his briefing by explaining that funds were available in the specific fund of voluntary contributions to support the drafting of the American declaration on indigenous peoples, which had enabled the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives in the meetings of the Group.  He mentioned that, thus far, the fund contained a total of US$50,462.51 provided by four main donors:  Mexico, Nicaragua, Spain, and France.  He mentioned that at the end of the year Spain would make another donation and that other contributions were expected from Mexico and Nicaragua.
The Chair said that if there were no further requests for the floor the meeting would proceed with item 3.

3. Presentation on the Draft Work Plan GT/DADIN/doc.398/10
The Chair began the consideration of the Draft Work Plan by thanking the Technical Secretariat and the Secretariat of the Working Group for their collaboration.  He summarized the contents of the Draft Work Plan, which consisted of six chapters  :1) Introduction;
2) Activities of the Working Group during the previous period; 3) Officers; 4) Mandate of the Working Group contained in resolution AG/RES. 2565 (XL-O/10); 5) Mandates and proposed activities; and, 6) Schedule of meetings and tentative dates for them.

The Chair mentioned that three preparatory meetings had been programmed for each of the two Meetings of Negotiations, after which an evaluation and analysis would subsequently be performed.  He also pointed out that the Draft Work Plan was subject to any changes that the Group might approve, or that might be needed, in accordance with progress made with the tasks assigned. 
On this point, the Chair explained that the schedule of meetings was drawn up bearing in mind that a series of international meetings was already programmed for November.  Two alternatives were proposed: 1) That the meeting not be held in November and, 2) that the two meetings could be combined as a single event rather than three days.
The Alternate Representative of Costa Rica expressed disagreement with holding a meeting lasting five or six days but agreed with having two negotiation meetings in order to comply with the mandate.  He also said that April was not a suitable date owing to the proximity of the preparations for the General Assembly. 
The Alternate Representative of Ecuador indicated her agreement with the proposed dates, but not with having extended meetings.  In that regard, she said that having short meetings and giving the Caucus that period of the three prior days would allow the negotiations to move forward. 
The Alternate Representative of Chile concurred with the delegation of Costa Rica and added that the mandate contained in the resolution provided 90 days for holding the meeting and that they had reached the 60-day mark. 

The Alternate Representative of Mexico gave thanks for the presentation on the proposed dates and agreed with the delegation of Ecuador.  He requested clarification on the point in the Work Plan that concerns the Training Workshop.
Mr. Toro said that the training workshop is a separate activity of the Department of International Law and that the information would be sent later to all the delegations.
The delegations of Venezuela, Peru, Uruguay, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Paraguay, and Panama expressed their agreement with holding short meetings and conveyed their appreciation for the presentation on the Draft Work Plan.

On this point the Chair intervened to propose the following: 1) To continue with the proposal of three days for the two meetings. He suggested that the Thirteenth Meeting be for three days from January 18 to 20 next year. 2). That the Fourteenth Meeting be held in March, subject to availability of funds.
The Alternate Representative of Mexico said that his delegation had no objection to the dates in November but gave his approval ad-referendum for the dates in January.

The Chair indicated that if there were no further observations the Draft Work Plan was approved ad referendum of Mexico.
4. Preparatory work and considerations for the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus 
The purpose of this item on the order of business was to consider the date for the Thirteenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus.  The Chair said that as this point was agreed in item 3 the meeting could proceed with the next item on the agenda.

5. Other business:

Mr. Luis Toro requested the floor and, on behalf of the Department of International Law, thanked the Government of Costa Rica and the representatives of the states of Central America, including Mexico, for the seminar on the inter-American system for indigenous representatives and leaders held in Costa Rica from September 13 to 17.  He said that in future they would continue to rely on the missions in order to have such high-level candidates.
The meeting adjourned at 3:49 p.m.
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �DADIN00333E02�








