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ANNOTATED AGENDA

Inclusive Innovation: The Key to Reducing Inequality and Increasing Productivity in the Region

(Approved at the first plenary session held on March 10, 2015)
BACKGROUND

The Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, held in Panama in November 2011, examined the document “Towards a Vision 20/25: Science, Technology, and Innovation for the Americas” (CIDI/REMCYT-III/doc. 5 rev. 2 – Español – English – Français – Português), which constitutes a regional road map for fostering hemispheric cooperation and strengthening partnerships and proposes applying knowledge from the fields of science, technology, and innovation in order to resolve basic needs and promote socioeconomic development and prosperity in the hemisphere. 

The 20/25 Vision is based on the mandates of the science and technology ministerial meetings held under the aegis of the Organization of American States (OAS), and it identifies four fundamental pillars for prosperity in the Americas: Innovation, Human Resource Training and Education, National Quality Infrastructure, and Technological Development. It also proposes measurable goals and objectives for up to 2025 and it emphasizes the creation and strengthening of mechanisms for hemispheric supervision and cooperation. 

The Panama Plan of Action for 2012-2016, “Applied Science, Technology, and Innovation: Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity” (CIDI/REMCYT-III/Doc. 6 Rev. 4 – Español – English – Français – Português), adopted at that same ministerial meeting, was intended to promote the implementation of the ministerial mandates set out in the 20/25 Vision through the creation of working groups for each of the four pillars, to facilitate specific actions and cooperation mechanisms. 
At the eighth meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCYT), held in Washington, D.C., in November 2013, the Government of Guatemala offered to host the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology of the Americas. In assuming that commitment, Guatemala resolved to continue with the process begun in Panama based on the 20/25 Vision. Thus, the proposals and results of the Panama Plan of Action will serve as the basis for constructing the new plan of action, the central topic of which will be “Inclusive Innovation: The Key to Reducing Inequality and Increasing Productivity in the Region.”

The Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, to be held in Guatemala on March 10 and 11, 2015, will undertake four main tasks: first, presenting the progress made since the Panama ministerial meeting; second, identifying the conceptual bases for inclusive innovation and reporting successful practices; third, exploring different aspects of the Guatemala Plan of Action for 2016-2020, including strengthening the participation and leadership of women in science, technology, engineering, and innovation, cooperation with the private sector, and opportunities for collaboration between governments, the academic sector, and other strategic partners. Finally, the ministers and high authorities will prepare a series of recommendations to be presented to the heads of state and government during the Seventh Summit of the Americas, which is to take place in Panama in April 2015. 

DRAFT AGENDA 

1. From Panama to Guatemala: Accomplishments and Challenges 

The Chair of the COMCYT, the representative of the OAS, and the coordinators of the working groups set up under the Panama 2012-2016 Plan of Action, “Applied Science, Technology, and Innovation: Knowledge for Competitiveness and Prosperity,” (Mexico, Argentina, Canada, and Guatemala) will report on the progress made with the four pillars of the Panama Plan of Action since the previous Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology. Those pillars are: (a) innovation; (b) human resource education and training; (c) national quality infrastructure, and (d) technological development. The ministers and high authorities will also have an opportunity to showcase particular achievements attained in their countries.

2. Inclusive Innovation: The Key to Reducing Inequality and Increasing Productivity and Competitiveness in the Region

Using as its starting points the 20/25 Vision presented at the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology (Panama, 2011) and the forty-fourth OAS General Assembly (Paraguay, 2014), which dealt with the topic of social inclusion, Guatemala proposes focusing the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology on inclusive innovation as the key to reducing inequality and increasing productivity in the region. Accordingly, the conceptual bases of the topic will be identified, and presentations will be given on good practices and examples of innovations – in the areas of both technology and appropriate technologies – that have helped resolve basic problems faced by marginalized communities and improve their standards of living. 

In addition, the meeting will allow an exchange of ideas regarding the impact of inclusive innovation on entrepreneurship and its contribution to national economic development in general. A dialogue session will enable the participants to identify opportunities to collaborate on this topic.

3. The Plan of Action of Guatemala for 2016-2020 

In order to consolidate and continue with the work begun under the Panama Plan of Action for 2012-2016, the Plan of Action of Guatemala will focus on the same four pillars – innovation, human resource training and education, national quality infrastructure, and technological development – and it will maintain the corresponding four working groups in order to further pursue and follow up on the projects and cooperation mechanisms already underway. 

Under this agenda item, the new activities to be undertaken within each group during the new period will be set out and the coordinators of each group will be assigned. Finally, the meeting will examine the possibility of setting up mechanisms and activities for carrying out joint projects on technological innovation in each working group with the participation of companies and strategic partners.

Taking into account the current and potential contribution of women to science, technology, engineering, and innovation, consideration will be given to the best way of putting the topic of gender equity and equality into operation in the Guatemala Plan of Action and of encouraging women’s participation and leadership on those topics. Attention will be paid to developing gender initiatives in each of the four Working Groups.

The meeting will also address how to interconnect scientific, technological, and innovation activities in the private sector in order to strengthen mechanisms for supporting entrepreneurs and MSMEs in the transfer and marketing of technologies. Science, technology, and innovation (STI) are areas of vital importance for productivity and competitiveness, and they have positive repercussions on creating jobs, reducing poverty, and building prosperity.

Another important topic is cooperation among governments, the academic sector, and other partners: in particular, to identify coordination mechanisms for cooperation, partnerships, and funding for joint undertakings in the fields of science, technology, and innovation. Those partnerships could involve exchanges of experts, students, or teachers, training activities, combined events, etc. 

4. Recommendations for the Seventh Summit of the Americas: “Prosperity with Equity: The Challenge of Cooperation in the Americas”

The ministerial meetings provide the heads of state and government with information on the progress made with implementing the mandates handed down by the Summits, as well as with contributions and recommendations for consideration at future Summits. The Seventh Summit of the Americas is to take place in Panama City on April 10 and 11, 2015, with the theme “Prosperity with Equity: The Challenge of Cooperation in the Americas.” 

The Panama Summit will offer an opportunity for the ministers and high authorities responsible for science and technology to highlight the importance of science, technology, engineering, and innovation as essential elements in attaining prosperity with equality and to provide guidance on the topic. The conclusions of the Fourth Ministerial and the Plan of Action of Guatemala for 2016-202 will be fundamental in drawing up the recommendations to be placed before the heads of state and government for consideration at the Seventh Summit.
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� 	Based on the conclusions of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology (Mexico City, 2008). 





