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GUIDELINES FOR THE FUNCTIONING OF THE WORKING GROUPS

1) INCLUSIVE INNOVATION CONCEPT 

We understand inclusive innovation as a means to improve the wellbeing of citizens, especially of lower income communities with limited opportunites, and as a process that aims to include participation of excluded individuals, which entails capacity building.

Inclusive innovation may offer solutions to the grand challenges faced by OAS member states, such as equitable access to technology, access to quality employment and the creation of high value-added products and services, education in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, women’s engagement and leadership in these fields, environmental protection and diversification of alternative energy sources, and providing small and medium-sized enterpresies (SMEs) and young entrepreneurs the necessary tools to achieve their full potential. We encourage governments to design and implement specific policies and a legal and regulatory environment to promote these activities.  

The deliberation, exchange of experiences, and identification of specific cooperation projects on inclusive innovation would continue in the framework of Group 1 on Innovation, as a primary focus of this group’s follow-up and implementation of the Plan of Action of Guatemala.

2) RESULTS OF THE WORKING GROUPS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Working Group 1. Innovation

We thank Mexico and its National Science and Technology Council (CONACYT) for coordinating the group and for its efforts to make progress in identifying the 12 key indicators for providing the necessary valuable information to promote public policies and national frameworks to foster innovative and competitive processes for the economic development of member states. 

We acknowledge the contribution of the Network for Science and Technology Indicators (RICYT) in sharing information and forums for collaboration with Group 1, based on its experience and methodologies in developing indicators and gathering information on innovation in the Americas. 

Working Group 2. Human Resources Education and Training

We acknowledge Argentina’s leadership, carried out through the Ministry of Science, Technology and Productive Innovation (MINCYT), in guiding the work of Group 2 to increase the number of graduates in science, technology, engineering, and technical education, as well as improving the quality and relevance of study programs in these areas to respond to the changing needs of industry and especially those of MSMEs and communities. 

We are pleased to note the launch of FINAM (Mobility and Training for Engineers in the Americas) during a workshop held in Buenos Aires in August 2014 and the positive response to its first pilot program announcement, as well as the interest shown from various universities and national science and technology organizations (ONCYTs). Likewise, we recognize the valuable contribution of the Pan-American Union of Engineering Association (UPADI), the Inter-American Network of Science Academies (IANAS) and the Consortium of Engineering Institutions from Latin America and the Caribbean (LACCEI), by organizing meetings and workshops in support of Working Group 2 over the last three years. 

We thank the CONACYT and the Mexican Agency for International Cooperation (AMEXCID) for their generous support through the science and technology scholarship program CONACYT-OAS-AMEXCID, which has benefited around 400 professionals from 20 countries in the Americas over the last two years. 

Working Group 3. National Quality Infrastructure

We appreciate the valuable work of Canada and Panama in leading Working Group 3 and the launching of the Quality Infrastructure Council of the Americas, signed in August 2014, which consolidated the integration of the three regional quality infrastructure organizations of the region, namely the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), the Inter-American Accreditation Cooperation (IAAC), and the Pan-American Standards Commission (COPANT).

We thank the SIM, IAAC, and COPANT for their valuable contribution to the work of Group 3. 

We reaffirm that the Inter-American Metrology System (SIM), comprised of national metrology institutions from all OAS member states, has been an exemplary cooperation program to significantly advance the development and strengthening of metrology technological services in the region. We recognize the importance of the resolution adopted by its General Assembly held in November 2014 in Bogota, Colombia, in which the SIM confirmed its commitment to formalizing the OAS-SIM relationship. (CIDI-REMCYT-II-DEC.1-08)

We appreciate the valuable support provided by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) of the United States and the German Metrology Institute-PTB, for the institutional and capacity building activities financed and implemented in 2012-15 to meet the goals of Group 3. 

Working Group 4. Techological Development

We thank Guatemala and Colombia for their contributions in managing Group 4. 

We note the valuable support of strategic partners that made it possible to share experiences related to technology transfer and conducting activities in the areas of institution building and training. 

We recognize the support of CONACYT, the Northwestern Biology Research Center (CIBNOR) of Mexico, the University of California in Davis, and the Government of Canada for the Technology Transfer Academy of the Americas, held in La Paz, Mexico in 2013 and 2014. We thank the University of Illinois for hosting the Advanced Technology Executive Immersion Program in March 2014. 

We are pleased with the interest of technology transfer networks in the region and strategic partners in forging stronger partnerships for innovation and technology transfer through an open and voluntary regional network, as expressed by the Queretaro Charter, which was shared as valuable input for Group 4.
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