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DECLARATION OF MEDELLIN 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND INNOVATION 
AS PILLARS OF TRANSFORMATION IN THE AMERICAS

(Agreed upon at the eight plenary session held on November 3, 2017,
 and reviewed by the Style Committee)

We, the Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), gathered in Medellin, Colombia, on November 2 and 3, 2017, on the occasion of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), 

CONSIDERING:

That science, technology, and innovation are essential elements for improving the quality of life of people and the economic performance of member states in an inclusive, enduring, and environmentally sustainable way, as well as a solution to the great challenges that we face as a society;
That the acceleration of scientific and technological progress presents great opportunities and challenges for societies and for the productive, economic, and political structures of the different countries of the Americas, as well as at the global level;
That development cooperation is crucial in promoting equitable and inclusive innovation and the foresight for new technologies in industry, agriculture, communications, education, health, environment, energy, transport, and other sectors, and that it is therefore a priority to promote mechanisms to enable science, technology, and innovation to contribute to social and economic development;
That the Meetings of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the framework of CIDI held in Lima (2004), Mexico City (2008), Panama City (2011), and Guatemala City (2015) recognized science, technology, and innovation as vital elements for integral and sustainable development, economic growth and prosperity, knowledge creation and training of highly qualified human resources, and social inclusion in the Hemisphere; 
That the Fourth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology, held in Guatemala City in March 2015, adopted the 2016-2020 Plan of Action of Guatemala “Inclusive Innovation:  Key to Reducing Inequality and Increasing Productivity in the Region,” reaffirming the structure, composition, and methodology of the four working groups of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT)—which were established in 2011 at the third ministerial meeting held in Panama City—and assigning them additional objectives through the inclusion of three crosscutting issues:  inclusive innovation, women’s participation and leadership, and collaboration with the private sector, higher education institutions, civil society, and other social actors, including communities;

That at the Seventh Summit of the Americas, held in Panama City in 2015, under the theme “Prosperity with Equity: The Challenge of Cooperation in the Americas” (CA-VII/INF.4/15), the Heads of State and Government of the OAS member states acknowledged the importance of developing human capital  to attain inclusive and sustainable development as the basis of prosperity with equity, and also the importance of public and private investment in research and development and science and technology infrastructure to encourage inclusive innovation; and
That in resolution AG/RES. 2904 (XLVII-O/17), “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” adopted at the forty-seventh regular session of the OAS General Assembly, held in Cancún, Mexico, in June 2017, member states were encouraged “to contribute best practices in terms of experience with incorporation of transformative technologies and innovation as key elements for generating added value and diversification in their economies in a sustainable and inclusive way, so as to serve as input for discussions and facilitate collaboration through the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology working groups, as well as to generate proposals for the ministers and high authorities on science and technology to present to the Eighth Summit of the Americas that is to be held in Peru in April 2018” under the theme “Democratic Governance Against Corruption”; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the work of the OAS is governed by the “Comprehensive Strategic Plan of the Organization,” adopted by the General Assembly at its fifty-first special session held in Washington, D.C., in October 2016, through resolution AG/RES. 1 (LI-E/16 rev. 1), Annex I (Matrix with Strategic Lines and Objectives for the Pillars) of which establishes, as Goal 1.3, the need to “[i]ncrease cooperation for strengthening member states’ institutional capacities to incorporate innovation and transformative technology in order to generate added value and diversification in their economies in a sustainable and inclusive way”; and 

RECOGNIZING that the application of science, technology, and innovation is fundamental to and underpins all the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and so should be implied in all discussions relating to the SDGs,
DECLARE:


I.
That the work undertaken and the advances made to date in the framework of the 2016-2020 Plan of Action of Guatemala coordinated, respectively, by Mexico (Group 1: Innovation), Argentina (Group 2: Human Resource Education and Training), Canada and Panama (Group 3: National Quality Infrastructure), and Guatemala (Group 4: Technological Development) constitute evident progress in the region by : 

· Fostering the sharing of ideas and experience related to the development and use of innovation indicators, improvement of data compilation, and quantification of the contribution of innovation to economic and social development in the region;
· Promoting the Mobility and Training Program for Engineers in the Americas (FINAM), which, since its creation in 2013, has promoted the sharing of best practices in the field of engineering education, awarding more than 1,500 graduate fellowships to students from 25 countries in the region in the areas of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics; 
· Promoting the regionalization of initiatives aimed at strengthening institutions, human resources training, and collaboration between the Quality Infrastructure Council for the Americas (QICA) and the Inter-American Competitiveness Network (RIAC); and
· Holding two editions of the HUB Academy on Technology Transfer and Commercialization of the Americas course, imparted at the Northwest Center for Biological Research, in La Paz, Baja California Sur, Mexico, fostering dialogue and the exchange of technology transfer capacity programs in the region.


II.
That policies of transformative innovation should address a wide range of economic, social, and environmental challenges, including poverty eradication, access to affordable, clean energy, development of sustainable cities and communities, generation of sustainable consumption and production systems, and the health and well-being of citizens, among others.


III.
That we acknowledge the new COMCyT authorities—the delegations of Colombia (Chair) and of Peru and Jamaica (Vice Chairs)—elected at this Fifth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the framework of CIDI and urge them to seize the opportunity to revitalize the work of COMCyT and, in particular, to fulfill the mandates emanating from this meeting.


IV.
That we thank the Government and people of Colombia for their generous hospitality, dedication, commitment, and contribution to the success of the Fifth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI.

WITH THE AIM OF STRENGTHENING SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND INNOVATION AS PILLARS OF TRANSFORMATION IN THE AMERICAS, WE HEREBY AGREE:
1. To boost and further the progress made in the last two years in the framework of the 2016-2020 Plan of Action of Guatemala and its four pillars and three crosscutting themes.  
2. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), as Technical Secretariat of COMCyT, to continue facilitating communication in the working groups and implementation of collaborative projects and initiatives agreed on by member states, including by convening and organizing videoconferences and face-to-face meetings, among others. 
3. To allocate the technical, human, and economic resources necessary for participation in the meetings and activities of the working groups and to disseminate their convocation, meetings, and results to ministries of other sectors, international organizations, and other related institutions that could contribute to, and benefit from, those groups, according to available resources in each member state.

4. To continue to advance Working Group 1 in promoting the exchange of ideas and experiences related to the development and use of innovation indicators and, at the same time, recommend continuing to deepen the exchange of good practices and experiences with the incorporation of transformative technologies and innovation as fundamental elements to generate value added and diversification of the economies of the region in a sustainable and inclusive way. 
5. To instruct Working Group 2 to focus on the promotion and creation of opportunities for practical and academic interaction between the private sector and universities, in order to create new professional and pedagogical competencies; to encourage forums for capacity building based on the development of specific projects and the resolution of existing problems; and to enhance ties between research, private sector, and society. We further instruct the group to continue sharing complementary opportunities for increasing the supply of postgraduate fellowships, skilled technical workers; exchange and mobility programs; and internships that specialize in practical aspects of talent formation in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, in order to produce highly qualified and flexible human capital able to meet the labor market demands of Industry 4.0.
/
6. To instruct Working Group 3, together with SEDI, to facilitate the integration of national quality infrastructure as a crosscutting theme in its programming in the areas of competitiveness, innovation, and micro, small, and medium-sized enterprise (MSME) development, and, in particular, in the work of the RIAC and the Inter-American Dialogue of High-Level MSME Authorities.
7. To instruct Working Group 4, to continue working on training programs for technology transfer professionals in the region and to strengthen the HUB Academy on Technology Transfer and Commercialization of the Americas, with “mobile” editions in the countries of the region, based on the capacities and interests of OAS member states to sponsor the program; and to hold online training sessions and workshops tailored to the needs and technologies of each subregion.

8. To incorporate in the work of the four working groups the value of the impact of transformative technologies on economic and social development in the Americas, as a commitment that will allow member states to respond to the main challenges and opportunities of our region.
9. To promote the inclusion of women and girls, among other populations in vulnerable situations, in the areas of science, technology, and innovation to enhance their opportunities for learning, develop early vocations for science, technology, and innovation, and engagement in civic and political life, and to encourage their insertion in the labor market and their access to leadership and decision-making positions, as well as their participation in social transformation processes brought about by scientific and technological advancement.

10. To promote multisectoral collaboration among relevant ministries, high authorities, innovators, and science and technology institutions, in order to develop innovative policies and regional collaboration programs that help to enhance knowledge and abilities to encourage scientific vocation and aptitudes in our youth, as well as their creative and societal intelligence, with a view to developing well-rounded individuals and generating opportunities for developing skills for the jobs of the future in an interconnected world.
11. To refer the following recommendations—already contained in this Declaration—to the Eighth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Lima, Peru, in 2018:

a. To make efforts to increase, to the extent possible and in accordance with national procedures, investment in science, technology, and innovation, as a commitment that will allow our countries to respond to their main challenges and opportunities; and
b. To recognize the ability of transformative technologies to impact sustainable development in the Americas and as tools for combatting corruption and strengthening democracy and governance.
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�.	The Fourth Industrial Revolution is characterized by a fusion of technologies that is blurring the lines between the physical, digital, and biological spheres, with unprecedented velocity at an exponential rather than a linear pace; disrupting almost every industry in every country, with a breadth and depth of changes transforming entire systems of production, management, and governance. Schwab, Klaus, The Fourth Industrial Revolution, Foreign Affairs, December 12, 2015.


See � HYPERLINK "http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2015-12-12/fourth-industrial-revolution" �www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2015-12-12/fourth-industrial-revolution�; also available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/01/the-fourth-industrial-revolution-what-it-means-and-how-to-respond" �https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/01/the-fourth-industrial-revolution-what-it-means-and-how-to-respond�. (Accessed on November 3, 2017.)





