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Confidence- and security-building measures (CSBMs) developed and implemented within the Western Hemisphere have contributed to enhancing security, fostering cooperation and trust, and strengthening relations among states.  The practice and application of CSBMs is evolving to address new, emerging, and multidimensional security threats. 

The new OAS Database [http://www.oas.org/MFCS/] on CSBMs can facilitate greater transparency and highlight bilateral, sub-regional, and regional developments and accomplishments. 

The 8th Forum on CSBMs has facilitated dialogue among OAS member states on the way ahead to continue building confidence among states and their institutions in addressing regional challenges. 

The following recommendations and conclusions summarize the most salient points of the discussions held during the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures:

Developments on CSBMs in the Region 

· The OAS List of CSBMs [CP/CSH 1870/18] facilitates the application of CSBMs identified in the Declarations of San Salvador and Santiago and the Consensus of Miami

· The Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) is serving an integral role in promoting and monitoring the application and reporting of CSBMs to the OAS. 

· Universal participation by all OAS Member States in the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITACC) and full implementation of the Treaty by state parties would advance confidence within the hemisphere. 

· The inaugurated OAS CSBMs Database and Platform will facilitate greater transparency and application of CSBMs.  It is now an integral part of the OAS website hosted by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security. [http://www.oas.org/MFCS/].
· Annually, the SMS should send a letter to Member States providing them with instructions on use of the platform, to be circulated throughout national ministries. 
· Each Member State should designate national coordinators for submitting CSBMs through the platform. 

Relevance and Importance of Global Transparency

· Participation by all OAS Member States in the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms and the Standardized Reporting of Military Expenditures is an effective contribution toward fulfilling CSBMs in the hemisphere and at the United Nations. 

· Per the Memorandum of Understanding between the SMS and the United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs, both entities should continue to collaborate and consider cross-referencing reporting requirements. 

· There is a link between UN Conventional Arms Register reporting and CITAAC.  Participation in the UN Conventional Arms Register would facilitate participation in the OAS Legal Instrument. 

· The Organization of Security and Cooperation in Europe offers valuable measures and practices for OAS Member States’ consideration, particularly in the realm of monitoring and verification of compliance with previously agreed accords. 

Relevant Regional and National Experiences

· CSBMs are being applied on a bilateral, sub-regional and regional basis. Their impact has been positive and should be encouraged.

· The practice and application of CSBMs is evolving to address new, emerging, and multidimensional security threats. 

· New threats, concerns, and other challenges have an impact on hemispheric security.  These threats, concerns, and other challenges are distinct from traditional threats to hemispheric security because they do not warrant a sole military response or involve the military in many states.  Rather, they may require multifaceted responses by various national institutions to address public security concerns generated by transnational organized criminal groups. 

Consideration of Recommendations on CSBMs

OAS Member States have made some proposals on new measures and procedures. These ideas should be submitted to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for consideration.

Possible new measures and amendments to the OAS List of CSBMs to further promote and strengthen mutual understanding and confidence in the region: 

· New CSBMs pertaining to specific sub-regions, taking into account the multidimensional approach to hemispheric security, should be considered.

· In accordance with the Declaration on Security in the Americas (2003), consider moving measures #18, #20, and #21 to the category of “Non-Traditional” measures. 

· Participation in CITAAC should be included as a new traditional measure (new #25). 

· The provision of humanitarian assistance on a bilateral, sub-regional, or regional basis to countries in need should be included as a new non-traditional measure (new #28). 

· The exchange of information between law enforcement agencies on crime, investigations, and prosecutions on a bilateral, sub-regional, or regional basis should be included as a new non-traditional measure (new #29). 

Improve access and exchange information on CSBMs by: 

· The name of the list, “The OAS Consolidated List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CSBMs)” should be amended to remove the word “consolidated.”  The new title would read “The OAS List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CSBMs).” 

· SMS should institutionalize management of CSBMs by working with the IADB to send member states a periodic reminder asking them to report their CSBMs. 

· SMS should designate a department or unit to manage the CSBMs process in coordination with the IADB. 

· Member States’ CSBMs submissions must be highlighted on current OAS-SMS-IADB websites.  The CSBMs page should be linked to the Committee on Hemispheric Security’s website. [http://www.oas.org/MFCS/]

· The Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions should have a dedicated webpage and data base.  The OAS is the depositary for this international treaty.

· Member States should update their submissions for the CSBMs roster of experts. 

· Task the IADB with examining the UN repository of military CSBMs for measures relevant to the Western Hemisphere. 

· Send to the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas (CDMA) information on the platform and its availability for use by the CDMA and its participating states. 
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