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FINAL REPORT

Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of 

Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities

(Includes comments of the Member States as received by the Technical Secretariat, by April 3, 2012)
I. INTRODUCTION

This document contains the final report of the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, held on November 9 and 10, 2011, at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., United States of America. The report includes a summary of the deliberations of the Working Group formed by CEPCIDI for the preparatory process, and of the Ministerial Meeting itself, in addition to the Ministerial Communiqué, which was approved by the delegations.

The “List of Documents” (CIDI/REMIC-IV/doc.1/11) includes those distributed at the Meeting, including links, in the languages in which they are available.  These documents can also be found at the Web page of the OAS Office of Education and Culture (OEC), which serves as Technical Secretariat of the Ministerial Meeting:  

http://portal.oas.org/Portal/Topic/SEDI/EducaciónyCultura/Cultura/ReunionesdelosMinistrosdeCultura/FifthMinisterialMeeting/tabid/1938/language/en-US/Default.aspx. 

II. BACKGROUND

Because it proved impossible for the Government of Brazil to hold the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities in the framework of CIDI as planned (see Brazil’s note CEPCIDI/INF.130/11), CEPCIDI, in resolution CEPCIDI/RES.185 (CLXXII-O/11) of September 12, 2011, convened the Ministerial Meeting for November 9 and 10, 2011, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States, in Washington, D.C.  That resolution also created a Working Group that would resume the preparatory work.  It elected Jorge Eduardo Contreras, Alternate Representative of Guatemala, as its Chair. 

Before the formation of the Working Group, on December 6 and 7, 2010, in Washington, D.C., a preparatory meeting for the Ministerial Meeting was held, in addition to ongoing consultations with the authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) concerning implementation of the Committee’s work plan and progress toward celebration of the Inter-American Year of Culture.  All of this enriched the efforts of the Working Group.

The CEPCIDI Working Group for Preparation of the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities elected as its Vice Chair Ms. Julia Clark, Alternate Representative of Canada, and had ongoing input from the CIC officers (the Chair, Guatemala; and the Vice Chairs, Barbados, Canada, and Colombia).  This Group updated and reached consensus on the Preliminary Draft Agenda and the Annotated Agenda, negotiated the Draft Communiqué, considered the amendments and additions to the List of Observers and Special Guests, and reviewed the Draft Schedule.
The final report on the Working Group’s activities was presented to CEPCIDI at its 174th regular meeting, held on November 4, 2011.  CEPCIDI approved all the documents and referred them to the Ministerial Meeting for consideration. 

III. PARTICIPANTS

The List of Participants, published as document CIDI/REMIC-V/Doc.8/11, includes the member state delegations and the representatives of observer countries, of international organizations, and of civil society organizations present at the Ministerial Meeting. 
IV. PROCEEDINGS

In accordance with Article 24 of the Rules of Procedure of CIDI, the Ministerial Meeting included an inaugural session, 10 plenary sessions, and a closing session, all of which are summarized in detail below.

A. Inaugural session
The inaugural session was held on November 9, 2011, in the Simón Bolívar Room of the OAS Main Building in Washington, D.C.  It began with welcoming remarks by the Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza, and by Her Excellency Jacinth Henry-Martin, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS and Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI). 

The Secretary General welcomed the delegations to OAS headquarters. He said the cross-cutting role of culture was broadly recognized as “the basis for the democratic coexistence and entrepreneurial capacity needed for development”; and he pointed to the inherent value of culture in providing a sense of belonging and meaning to individuals and societies. He also emphasized the Hemisphere’s enormous cultural richness and diversity, the emergence of new forms of cultural expression in the countries of the Americas, and the importance to the national economies of producing cultural goods and services. He underscored the important role played by the topic of culture since the inception of the Organization and the evolution of approaches to the cultural and integral development of its member states.  He characterized the celebration of the Inter-American Year of Culture in 2011 as a call to strengthen programs and actions for the “inclusion of the cultural dimension in governmental development agendas, and in building bridges for dialogue with other sectors, such as planning, finance, education, tourism, and labor, among others” 
CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.2/11.
Ambassador Henry-Martin thanked the high authorities and delegates of the member states for attending. She emphasized that culture was one of the eight action areas of the strategic plan of the OAS Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI). She recalled that the CIDI approach was partnership for development, based on horizontal and multilateral cooperation, with participation by communities, civil society, and the private sector. She also mentioned that the ministerial and inter-American committee process in the area of culture was one of the oldest in the Organization and had promoted enriching policy dialogue and fruitful technical cooperation among the member states. This former Minister of Culture of Saint Kitts and Nevis added that, particularly in the changing reality of today’s world, culture was perhaps one of the best tools for closing the gaps between the basic pillars of the OAS:  democracy, human rights, development, and security.  The Ambassador wished the delegates of the 34 member states productive and enjoyable sessions and stated that culture was not a single dimension but the totality of our past, present, and future.
B. First plenary session: Election of the chair and vice chair and ratification of the agreements reached during the preparatory process
Presiding temporarily over the session was the Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas and Consular Affairs) of Canada, Ms. Diane Ablonzcy, who declared open the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities.

Minister Ablonzcy placed before the delegates in attendance, for their consideration, the Draft Agenda, Draft Annotated Agenda, and Draft Schedule, which were adopted as presented.

The Minister of Culture of Peru, Ms. Susana Baca de la Colina, was elected by acclamation as Chair of the Fifth Ministerial Meeting on a proposal by the United States, whose delegation pointed to Minister Baca’s merits as an artist and a great promoter of African cultural heritage in Peru and Latin America.
The Chair of the Meeting recognized Mr. Jorge Saggiante, acting Executive Secretary for Integral Development, for a report on the procedural agreements reached within the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) in preparation for the Ministerial Meeting.

Mr. Saggiante reported that at the 174th regular meeting, held on November 4, 2011,  the following three procedural recommendations were issued:  (1) that the Style Committee, which was to review the texts and ensure their accuracy in the four official languages of the OAS, consist of the delegations of the United States, Brazil, Canada, and Guatemala; (2) to set the deadline for new draft resolutions as 10:00 a.m. that day (November 9, 2011); (3) that the Ministerial Meeting begin on Wednesday, November 9, and end on Thursday, November 10, around 5:00 p.m., upon conclusion of the presentations that would be given during the visit to the Library of Congress.  These agreements were ratified and adopted.

C. Second plenary session: Examination and discussion of topic:  From Barbados to Washington:  Achievements and challenges of the Inter-American Committee on Culture

1. Outcome of the efforts of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC), 2008-2011

The Chair of the CIC and its Technical Secretariat presented their activity reports for the period from 2008 to 2011.  The Chair of the CIC, Mr. William Orbaugh, Director of National and International Cooperation of the Ministry of Culture of Guatemala, emphasized the new role being assumed by ministries of culture as institutions whose aims and actions were cross-cutting through all development policies, such as economic development, conflict resolution, inclusion, peaceful coexistence, etc.; and noted the importance of calling attention to the power of culture to coordinate development efforts. He also invited consideration of the report on the CIC’s recent years–as well as the measures carried out–as an example of the potential that could be realized through regional cooperation with tight funding, and called for increased attention to pending matters that could not be dealt with for lack of timely support and funding. Mr. Orbaugh underscored the importance of, and the momentum generated by, the discussion of experiences and positive practices among the region’s ministries of culture, especially through this ministerial forum, and called for specific actions that would result in larger budgets for cultural programs and in measures to specifically and effectively promote them.

Ms. Lenore Yaffee-García, Director of the OAS Office of Education and Culture, which acts as Technical Secretariat of the CIC, presented the Report of the Chair and of the Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC), providing details on the execution of initiatives under the CIC Work Plan, the celebration of the Inter-American Year of Culture, and responsibilities regarding the ministerial meetings on culture, as well as suggestions based on lessons learned during execution of the work plan.
Director Yaffee-García also reported on other relevant OAS activities in the culture area, such as funding allocated by FEMCIDI (Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development) to projects in the area; AMÉRICAS magazine; the Cultural Patrimony of the Americas award; the AMA (Art Museum of the Americas); the scholarships program; the Orchestras of the Americas for Social Change (OASIS), etc.  The progress report of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) and the Technical Secretariat was distributed as CIDI/REMIC-V/doc.5/11 and was accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.3/11.

The Meeting Chair recognized and congratulated the Chair and the Technical Secretariat of the CIC for their work. 
2. Culture and Tourism: Opportunities for joint work.  Report of the Inter-American Travel Congress
Mr. Richard Campbell, Chief of the Office of Tourism, Department of Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism, of the OAS, presented a summary of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, held in September 2011 in San Salvador, El Salvador.  He reported on the topic of the Congress:  “Tourism, a Challenge for Addressing Poverty,” under which four related issues were discussed.  One of these was “Cultural and Heritage Tourism as a Key to Community Integration.”  He added that the declaration of the Congress referred specifically to the impact of tourism activities on the cultural heritage of local communities and the importance of adopting sustainable tourism that involved rational use of resources, both cultural and natural, especially in developing countries. He said joint efforts might include workshops dealing at greater depth with coordinated programs of the two sectors; projects geared toward the artisanal sector; South-South cooperation; and continuing support between the two ministerial processes (Inter-American Travel Congress and Meeting of Ministers of Culture). CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.4/11
3. Comments by delegations 

Several delegations congratulated the Minister of Culture of Peru on her election as Chair of the Fifth Meeting, as well as the Chair of the CIC and the Technical Secretariat for their work, the report, and the development of national initiatives in the context of the Inter-American Year of Culture.  They expressed appreciation for the presentation by the Chief of the OAS Office of Tourism and emphasized the importance of coordinated efforts by the two sectors. Some delegations reported on programs and actions already under way in that regard and called for efforts to balance cultural and tourism offerings. Others proposed specific lines of action, including working toward an inter-American global competitiveness strategy based on the economic advantages of our diverse cultural identity; adopting an integrated education and culture policy, enhancing ties between the administrations of the two sectors and promoting public and private investment in them, even setting as a hemispheric goal the allocation of a minimum budget to creativity.  Other proposals involved the importance of fully publicizing the Internet portal http://en.desarrolloycultura.net/ launched in cooperation with the Technological University of Bolívar (Cartagena of Indias, Colombia) and extending it to the social networks; and pursuing the pending items of the Plan of Action, such as protecting and promoting native languages and fostering and developing community museums.

D. Third plenary session: Economic empowerment and social inclusion through culture – Part I
Examination and discussion of the topic “Economic empowerment and social inclusion through culture” – Part I. Session moderated by Mr. Alejandro Gortázar, Director of Cultural Projects of the National Culture Directorate of the Ministry of Education and Culture of Uruguay
1. The symbolic value: Indicators and data on culture 

Ms. Claudia López Sorzano, Deputy Minister of Culture of Colombia, spoke on “Indicators and data of the contribution of culture to development in Colombia.” She explained the mechanisms Colombia was implementing to assess the contributions of culture to development.  She spoke first of the global context, stating that France and Norway had the highest cultural GDP.  The figures for Colombia were 1.56% and 1.78% in 2000 and 2007, respectively.  The highest percentages within those values were for recreational and leisure services.  She also specified that Colombia accepted the UNESCO and UNCTAD definition of cultural industries, noting that not all countries used the same criteria. She noted that cultural resources did not pollute, they were inexhaustible, and their raw materials were knowledge and creativity: “they can create value from nothing.” She emphasized that the Ministry of Culture conducted joint programs with other national agencies, tourism, and the competitiveness council, etc. CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.5/11
Mr. Keith Nurse, professor and Director of the Shridath Ramphal Centre for International Trade Law, Policy and Services of the University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus, Barbados, spoke on the topic “General Panorama of Indicators regarding the Contribution of Culture to the Economy.”  He gave data on the influence of copyright on the economies of five countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, referring specifically to the contribution to GDP and to job generation. He noted that the sources of creative industries could be goods (visible), services (invisible), and intellectual property (invisible).  He summarized their production chain (creators, primary investors, secondary investors/facilitators, and consumers/audience).  He underscored the various types of creative economies in the broader economic context, citing, among other elements, digital commerce, intellectual property, tourism, ICTs, and the Internet.  He also expounded, from a chronological perspective, on the nexus between creative arts, industries, economies, and capital.  He noted four key strategic issues and questions regarding strategies in the sector:  regulatory issues, incentives, organizational issues, and innovation issues. He closed his presentation by offering a 10-point strategic plan, including harmonized government policies and investment; institutional capacity-building; and alignment of government policies on trade, industry, and culture.                      CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.8/11
2.   Innovative and creative solutions to the challenges facing the economies of the countries of the Americas

“Cultural industries:  challenges and opportunities.”  Ms. Sari Bermudez, Director of the Inter-American Culture and Development Foundation (ICDF) and former President of the National Council for Culture and the Arts (CONACULTA) of Mexico, spoke on the topic. First, she said that, from its inception, economic theory had omitted cultural activities, treating them as unproductive work, and that, since the concept of human development was institutionalized by the United Nations Development Programme, the concepts of culture and development were mutually defining and compatible.  She placed within this concept the creative industries, which were not limited to arts only. She said they made up a new, dynamic sector of world commerce, and that their contribution to employment was important, with an added value of offering high levels of satisfaction. She presented general data on the growing creative assets of the world trade in cultural goods and services and Latin America’s share (percentage) in this.  She noted that developing countries in the region had not yet succeeded in realizing their cultural potential in the market. She noted, however, that several countries of the region had relied on fostering the sector by creating offices at the ministerial level specifically to promote creative industries. She listed among the factors that hindered their development little access to financing, lack of business skills, and limited access to new technologies. She reported on the programs the Foundation (ICDF) was undertaking to foster and strengthen cultural industries in the Hemisphere:  creation of a fund for cultural SMEs; creation of a scholarship fund for young creators-artists and outstanding cultural entrepreneurs; and an inventory of cultural SMEs in the region, as a supplement to the Atlas of infrastructure and cultural heritage of the Americas that was now in its final stage. She noted the importance of new information technologies as powerful channels of communication and stimulus to creative production, etc. She emphasized that these new rules of the game should be understood for the design of institutional strategies, and for building awareness that it was youth who would establish the cultural enterprises of the new millennium. CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.7/11
3. Comments by delegations
The session moderator noted three things learned from the presentations:  the significant impact of culture on the GDP of countries in the region; the need to continue developing other, non-quantitative indicators of aspects of culture—like social cohesion and integration; the continuing difficulty of finding a single way to define creative industry; and the challenges posed by new technologies and their impact on the perpetuation of social inequality.
The delegations of Haiti, Uruguay, Brazil, Grenada, Argentina, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Barbados, and Dominica spoke, congratulating the Chair of the Meeting on her election, as well as the presenters.  They reported on the perspectives of their governments regarding cultural policies in relation to the economy, and on programs and projects that were under way.  Among other statements, they reaffirmed the importance of having data and indicators on how culture influences the economy; the importance of understanding and respecting cultural diversity in policy strategy and as a form of wealth or inputs for creative industries; recognition of and respect for cultural rights; the importance of cultural heritage as a source of identity and cohesion.  They also mentioned programs that were under way, such as the Cultural Usinas (Power Plants) in Uruguay and Brazil; Cultural Citizenship in Uruguay; the Argentine Cultural Information System (SINCA).  They also welcomed the creation of the fund to promote creative industries in the Hemisphere, announced by Ms. Bermúdez of the ICDF.  Their proposals included (Argentina) the possibility of promoting, on the basis of the SINCA experience in Argentina, a cultural information systems development training program in Caribbean countries; (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines) the need to strengthen an intellectual property rights protection system; and, as a line of action (Dominica), the need to use cultural policies to strengthen the member states and make them agents of cultural and economic integration, not agents of perpetual fragmentation.

E. Fourth plenary session: Culture to promote prosperous communities and a peaceful coexistence

Examination and discussion of the topic: Culture to promote prosperous communities and a peaceful coexistence. Session moderated by Mr. William Orbaugh, Director of National and International Cooperation of the Ministry of Culture and Sports of Guatemala.

1. Active citizenship in building secure environments and successful experiences 

The Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas and Consular Affairs) of Canada, Ms. Diane Ablonzcy, presented Canadian initiatives under the topic “Culture to promote prosperous communities and peaceful coexistence.”  She said Canada trusted collaborative efforts in the Hemisphere and was committed to three connected, mutually reinforcing objectives:  democratic governments, prosperity, and security.  She emphasized that there were obvious links between culture and these objectives, especially the last two. Ms. Ablonzcy noted that involving youth was essential to promoting broad participation, and preventing violence, in the community.  In that regard, she focused her presentation on the following projects:  Ignite the Americas; the Inter-American Year of Culture and Canadian projects during that year; and the EsArtes Suchitoto-Stratford Project. She reported that Ignite the Americas began with a forum on arts policies in Toronto, in 2008, and was developed in coordination with the OAS and youth leaders of the member states. In relation to the Inter-American Year of Culture, she gave as examples of Canadian participation the following programs. “Manifesto,” an annual urban music festival, which brought together hundreds of artists in Toronto, included a youth dialogue on the power of the arts and culture, and was also held in Jamaica and Barbados.  The Remix Project helped at-risk youths to be trained and involved in creative industries. EsArtes-Suchitoto-Stratford, a cooperative project of El Salvador and Canada, used theater to promote social inclusion and prosperity. Finally, she stressed that this type of initiative marked a change and built peaceful communities. CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.9/11 
The Secretary of State for Culture, the Arts, and Sports of Honduras, Minister Bernardo Martínez, spoke on the topic of the session.  He said Honduras, like most countries in the Hemisphere, was a multilingual, pluricultural, and multiethnic nation. He cited in particular the Garífuna community of Honduras, of which he himself was a member, and which, for its unique origin, history, and cultural expressions, was declared world cultural heritage by UNESCO in 2001.  He also said acculturation was leading to the adoption of a culture of violence by our peoples.  He called for reformulating strategies to focus on prevention, and for repealing strategies focusing on repression. He cited some elements of the Garífuna culture, such as its drum and its gastronomy, which, in addition to giving them identity, represent a means of economic development and prosperity. He emphasized that, although the black Garífuna community was a minority, it represented 10% of the population, and a social phenomenon dubbed “garifunization of Honduran society” was taking place. He stressed as well that the central government was promoting cultural decentralization by fostering the creation of municipal culture units responsive to the world view of each region, with positive results. Finally, he called for and invited increased cultural exchange among countries of the region, promoting the unity of “a single people, a great homeland.¨ CIDI/REMICV/INF.10/11
2. Comments by delegations
The moderator first reflected that it was important that the information presented at this Meeting be heard by authorities in other sectors, such as planning, development, and defense.  He also said that, paradoxically, government allocations for culture were being reduced in national budgets; one of the challenges was to have culture represented in the economic cabinets of governments, and for this forum to help form a critical mass recognizing the value of culture in the other political forums.  He asked that the CIC be strengthened as a forum for learning about measures being taken in all our countries. Next, he facilitated the delegates’ participation.  The delegates of El Salvador, Bolivia, Brazil, and Colombia spoke, thanking the ministers for their presentations and sharing information on cultural programs and initiatives being implemented in their countries for the purposes of social inclusion, building nonviolent communities, and education in democratic values.  They cited, among others, the following programs:  Sports and Culture Plaza, of Brazil; School-Workshop Tools for Peace, Programa Lazos, and the National Music for Coexistence Plan, of Colombia. The delegate of Bolivia spoke in the Quechua language, as an example of one of the 36 cultural nations that made up his country.  He said Bolivia was a plurinational nation and that it was important that culture be valued from a social standpoint, not only for its economic value. The delegate of El Salvador gave more information on the Suchitoto-Stratford project mentioned by Canada, noting that this arts and economy project had a third component–training youth for entrepreneurship.  For further details, she gave the floor to the Salvadoran director of the Es-Artes in Suchitoto project.

F. Fifth Plenary session: Economic empowerment and social inclusion through culture – Part II

Examination and discussion of the topic: Economic empowerment and social inclusion through culture – Part II. Session moderated by Ms. Celia Toppin, Assistant Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Family, Culture, Sports, and Youth of Barbados. 

1. Communication and sense of belonging in vulnerable populations, youth, and marginalized groups

Mr. Manuel Obregón, Minister of Culture and Youth of Costa Rica, spoke on the experience with programs under way in Costa Rica, from the perspective of offering youth opportunities for expression and participation, fostering a sense of belonging and identity among youth, and remaining respectful of cultural diversity.  He emphasized four lines of action:  citizen participation; art as a way to prevent violence; recovery of public spaces; and economic empowerment.  Minister Obregón cited some of the programs based on these options:  Canton-based Youth Committees; National Youth Advisory Network; National Musical Education System (SINEM); Music Accessible to All (MAT); Civic Centers of Culture and Peace; Fall in Love with Your City; local, national, and international arts festivals; cultural entrepreneurship; Freedom Park, etc.. The Minister also referred to a program of integration through culture, the Caribbean Cultural Corridor, based on inclusion, communication, regional recovery of cultures, integration, and citizen participation as elements of cooperation among the countries of Central America and cities of other countries involved (New Orleans, Veracruz, Cartagena, and Belém). He noted the common difficulties and challenges of the Central American region, such as marginalization, isolation, unemployment, growing crime, and cities taken over by drug traffickers.  He reaffirmed the importance of programs such as the Cultural Corridor in dealing with these negative situations and proposed that the other countries join this initiative. Lastly, he emphasized the need to safeguard and increase national budgets for culture and to conduct assessments of the impact of culture on GDP. CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.11/11 
2. Recognition and participation of artists in the labor market

The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Arts and Multiculturalism of Trinidad and Tobago, Ms. Jennifer Jones, spoke on her country’s government strategies to recognize artists and incorporate them into the labor market. She began by saying the Government of Trinidad and Tobago recognized the potential of creative capital and was committed to developing cultural and creative industries in her country and the region. Over the past five decades, the economy of Trinidad and Tobago had been based on the petroleum and energy industry. Therefore, the Government recognized the need to diversify the country’s economy; in the national budget for 2011, it provided for fostering development of the creative sector through measures such as enlarging the recently formed Ministry of Arts and Multiculturalism and restructuring the Trinidad and Tobago Film Company and the Trinidad and Tobago Entertainment Company.  Similarly, the Ministry of Arts and Multiculturalism had developed a strategic plan to strengthen emerging creative industries. Another important recent action was the creation of a National Registry of Artists and Cultural Workers to facilitate their access to the CARICOM Single Market and Economy, or CSME, and to the Economic Partnership Agreement, or EPA.  Finally, she cited increased incentives for the private sector to invest in the arts; for visual artists trying to sell their work for the first time for film and video producers; and for arts researchers and academics, etc.  These combined strategies, as well as a number of festivals, provided the cultural worker with an environment conducive to recognition and participation in the market.  In conclusion, the Permanent Secretary said that each country should consider participating in paving the way for true development and growth of creative industries in the Caribbean. CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.12/11
3. Comments by delegations

The moderator facilitated the delegates’ participation. Taking the floor were the delegates of Peru, Dominica, Chile, Argentina, and The Bahamas and the representative of ICOMOS.  They thanked the Minister of Costa Rica and the Permanent Secretary of Trinidad and Tobago for their presentations and explained the approaches their ministries and governments had taken toward social inclusion of youth through culture and incentive programs for artistic production and the protection of artists. Specifically, the Minister of Culture of Peru proposed an inter-American meeting of highest cultural authorities to discuss interculturalism and new technologies, reflecting on the impact of such technologies on various cultures and the need to continue working to build supportive, tolerant, inclusive, equitable societies that respected the environment.  She asked for a commitment by the OAS and the member states to such a meeting.  The Chair of ICOMOS offered the services, experience, and knowledge of ICOMOS on the topics related to material and nonmaterial heritage and noted that ICOMOS had national commissions in all the countries except El Salvador. 

G. Sixth plenary session: Inter-American Year of Culture Our Cultures, Our Future. Developments and Projections
Presentation on developments in the celebration of the Inter-American Year of Culture. Session moderated by Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the OAS Office of Education and Culture.

1. The Inter-American Year of Culture in the countries of the region

The Chair of the Meeting, the Minister of Culture of Peru, before yielding the floor to the moderator, mentioned the celebration of the Inter-American Year of Culture (IAYC) and especially the objective of promoting, through that year, the implementation of government policies that would carry on past 2011. Next, Ms. Yaffee García, in her capacity as Director of the Office of Education and Culture, which serves as Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, gave a summary of developments in the celebration of the IAYC in the countries of the region: its background and the projects, initiatives, and activities that had been carried out and were under way in the member states. She said the objectives of setting the IAYC in motion was mainly to offer a platform for promoting the central role of culture in economic, social, and human development.  She said the celebration was opened on March 23, 2011, at OAS headquarters, in Washington, and would extend through April 2012, to coincide with the Sixth Summit of the Americas, in Colombia. The Director described the more than 100 national and multinational initiatives recorded by 18 member states:  with a summary of sources of funding; geographic scope; the socioeconomic status, context, and age of the beneficiary populations; the areas of action, with the largest numbers in  protection and appreciation of cultural heritage and promotion of creative industries. CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.15/11
The Permanent Secretary of the Directorate of Culture of the Ministry of Education and Community Development of Suriname, Mr. Stanley Sidoel, spoke on the experience of his country in celebrating the Inter-American Year of Culture, noting its importance in highlighting culture as a factor in development, especially the joint efforts with the education sector. He described his country, especially its multicultural nature, with roots in European, African, Indian, Chinese, and Amerindian cultures, and said that appreciation of this diversity had led to tolerance, respect, and understanding of differences. Mr. Sidoel reported on the official launch of the Inter-American Year of Culture at the national and regional (inter-Guyanas) levels in Suriname. He then gave details on the most important activity launched in the context of the Year:  the Inter-Guyana Festival, involving the three Guyanas: Guyana, Suriname, and French Guiana, which are historically, culturally, and ecologically related.  The aims of the Inter-Guyana Festival were to cultivate and develop closer, more solid cultural ties; cooperation that benefits the peoples of the three countries; and artistic exchange and discussion of experiences that reinforce their coexistence. Mr. Sidoel reported that an official agreement was signed by the three governments for the Festival.  There were four days of presentations by various musical, dance, and theater groups, as well as literary works, fashion, and craft. The Festival would be held each year and new incentives, reflections, exchanges, and forms of cooperation would be added. The governments and peoples of the three Guyanas were committed to the Festival; the next one, in 2012, would take place in Guyana. In conclusion, Mr. Sidoel noted the importance that culture offers in response to the challenges of migration, borders, political relations, and integration. CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.13/11
2. Portfolio presentation: Culture, common denominator for integral development. 18 successful practices

Ms. Lenore Yaffee-García gave a brief summary of the publication developed under the CICWork Plan and in the context of the Inter-American Year of Culture, entitled “Culture, common denominator for integral development:  18 successful practices.”  A printed version was distributed to everyone attending the Fifth Ministerial Meeting. She said the material compiled was a powerful tool for communicating on the transforming role of culture, and stressed its importance to horizontal cooperation among member states. Ms. Yaffee-García said the publication was available in both printed and electronic form in Spanish and English, and in electronic form in French. It can be found at the OAS website and at the portal http://en.desarrolloycultura.net/. She went on to explain that this first publication was intended to give rise to a trove of successful practices, a constantly enriched tool of exchange for the benefit of the member states, for feedback to build synergies between the cultural and other sectors. She then introduced Ms. Helen Agüera, of the National Endowment for the Humanities of the United States, who spoke on one of the successful approaches described in the material. CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.16/11
Ms. Helen Agüera, Senior Program Officer of the National Endowment for the Humanities of the United States, spoke on the program “Documenting Endangered Languages,” one of those included in the portfolio “Culture, common denominator for integral development. 18 successful practices.” Ms. Agüera said it was a joint initiative of two United States Government agencies, the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the National Science Foundation (NSF), designed to support projects that record, examine, and archive information on the world’s endangered minority languages. The program was created in 2004, in response to various reports by linguists and anthropologists predicting that at least half of the world’s 6,000 to 7,000 languages would no longer be spoken in the next 50 to 100 years if languages continued to be lost at the present rate.  Recognizing this situation, the two agencies, NEH and NSF, had pledged three million dollars each year to language documentation projects proposed by academics.  The funding went to a broad range of activities, such as recording, creation of dictionaries and grammars, collections of texts, and archiving and formatting existing documentation. The grant also supported the continuation of this work by instructing and training native speakers in language documentation. Ms. Agüera reported on the number of subsidies and scholarships granted, and on some examples of projects benefiting from the program, including the Archive of Indigenous Languages of Latin America, or AILLA, directed by Dr. Joel F. Sherzer of the University of Texas. She concluded by saying that, at the time of her presentation, applications for 2012 were already being evaluated. CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.14/11
3. Comments by delegations

The delegations of Guyana, Chile, Dominica, and The Bahamas spoke on the importance of the declaration of 2011 as the Inter-American Year of Culture.  They also mentioned the efforts described by the United States as a successful practice and spoke of Suriname in the context of the Year. The delegate of Guyana mentioned the project to design copyright protection legislation in the Caribbean. Chile mentioned the Gabriela Mistral poetry contest, geared toward stimulating creativity among the children of the Americas and led by Chile. The Bahamas and Dominica underscored the importance of involving youth in preserving their peoples’ identity.

H. Seventh plenary session: Culture and citizen participation for the strengthening of democracies


Examination and discussion of the topic:  Culture and citizen participation for the strengthening of democracies. Session moderated by Ms. Diane Haylock, President of the Institute of Culture and History of the Ministry of Tourism, Aviation, and Culture of Belize. 

1. Citizen participation and strengthening alliances through culture

Ms. Diane Haylock applauded the theater piece presented the night before in the Hall of the Americas by youth of the city of Suchitoto, El Salvador, as a result of that country’s cooperation with Canada.  She pointed especially to the importance of horizontal cooperation, of the power of youth to effect change, to coexist democratically, and to participate without fear. 

The Minister of Culture of Peru spoke on the topic “Cultural encounter for inclusion, peace, and development.”  She noted four characteristics of the activities of those responsible for cultural policies, of creators, and of cultural entrepreneurs:  (1) identity and diversity:  the emergence of the diverse voices that had forged and matured democracies. She called for rethinking visions of development and adopting unity in plurality; (2) the tension between past and future; (3) a future full of promises, of rapid change and astounding technologies. She said it was important to offer access to the most disadvantaged and to make technology not an escape for them but an instrument of self-affirmation; (4) the internationalization of cultural industries. She spoke of the dynamism of the international market and the importance of democratizing the enjoyment and creation of culture.  Lastly, on behalf of her Government, she expressed confidence in the international cooperation mechanisms, in the shared projects, and in dialogue for building the future. 
CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.17/11
Ms. Susan Hildreth, Director of the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, welcomed all the participants to the city of Washington on behalf of her country’s national agencies. She spoke on the topic “Libraries and museums:  institutes of civic engagement.” She referred to the participation and support of libraries and museums in building active and participatory citizenship, and in the practice of democratic values.  She spoke briefly on the institution she directs (the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services):  objectives, budget, and organization. She also explained which indicators reflect what is considered civic participation.  She noted the importance of institutions that offer meeting spaces, countering the current trend toward individual isolation despite virtual connection through the new technologies. Finally, she gave links to the member institutions of the Urban Library Council, or ULC, through the Internet and social networks, where this presentation was published, and links to her institution. CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.18/11



Ms. France Dionne, Assistant Deputy Minister of Policy, Heritage, Museology and Communications, Ministry of Culture, Communications, and the Status of Women, of the Government of Québec, Canada, spoke on Canada’s experience in “Shaping Québec’s Agenda 21 for Culture”--an initiative connected with the Inter-American Year of Culture. She said Agenda 21 for Culture was a document with a worldwide focus, aimed at committing cities and local governments to cultural development, recognizing culture as an essential element of society, integrated with social, environmental, and economic sustainability. Ms. Dionne reported that, to develop Agenda 21, the Government of Quebec appointed 12 leaders of different sectors to organize a public dialogue and to encourage active popular involvement with preliminary proposals for its implementation. Simultaneously, the Government of Quebec provided a Web platform for participation.  In addition, an interministerial committee of 18 departments and agencies was established to identify ways to maximize culture’s contribution to other missions of the state. In conclusion, Ms. Dionne said that numerous, proposals were presented in a historic document, Agenda 21 for Culture, with which Quebec became the first state to adopt to integrate culture into all its development policies.  The final text of Agenda 21 for Culture was released on November 28 in Montreal. 

CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.19/11 Corr.1
2. Comments by delegations

The moderator opened the discussion to comments.  The delegates of Guatemala, Venezuela, Brazil, Dominica, Jamaica, and Barbados spoke, reaffirming the close ties between democratic practices, citizen participation, and culture.  They said that the right to culture–to express and enjoy it—was an essential human right, a responsibility of government institutions, and a commitment of civil society. They called for work on cultural content in the mass media and in social networks, continued efforts to strengthen cultural identities, and more appreciation and respect for diverse cultures.  They said it was essential that society participate in the design and implementation of cultural policies, and called for continued efforts to include marginalized groups. They cited various national programs geared toward these objectives, such as the Cultural Mission Foundation of Venezuela, which seeks decentralization and dissemination of national culture, on the basis of ethnic and cultural diversity.
I. Eighth plenary session: The OAS as a hemispheric forum for political consensus in the area of culture. Challenges and opportunities for the CIC
1.  Strengthening of the CIC work plan, identification of new areas of action and possibilities for cooperation and partnerships

Evaluation, analysis, proposals, and projections of the Inter-American Committee on Culture. Session moderated by Mr. William Orbaugh, Chair of the CIC and Director of National and International Cooperation of the Ministry of Culture and Sports of Guatemala.


The moderator reflected on the importance of seizing the political moment preceding the next Summit of the Americas and taking an approach that will carry the CIC in a qualitative leap from rhetoric to practice. He gave as an example of future joint work among member states a project focusing on a cultural element common throughout the Americas: the marimba.  He said this musical instrument was present in music and customs from the United States to Chile. CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.20/11.  Next, the moderator invited comments and inputs on the topic of the plenary session.


An extensive discussion ensued, beginning with the representatives of Costa Rica and Dominica, on the Marimba Corridor project cited by the moderator and present Chair of the CIC. The Minister from Costa Rica expressed support for this sort of joint integration initiative, as well as for the Cultural Corridor of the Caribbean project described earlier by Costa Rica. The delegate of Dominica spoke of the marimba’s origin and suggested that the project be studied and amplified, taking into account the marimba’s ties with the Caribbean.

Next, Argentina, Grenada, and Colombia offered specific proposals for the CIC’s future work in the following areas: Argentina suggested strengthening the areas already identified at the Fourth Meeting of Ministers, held in Barbados (2008), such as the creation and development of cultural information systems; protection and promotion of cultural heritage in the member states, emphasizing inventory and registration of cultural heritage and fighting loothing and illicit trafficking; indigenous peoples; youth; and how culture helps to generate formal employment and overcome poverty.  Argentina also suggested that the CIC pursue efforts in areas such as cultural diversity, migration, cooperation on and discussion of experiences with audiovisual television content, new management and communications technologies, and strengthening of small and medium-sized cultural enterprises.  Grenada proposed the creation of a special fund for culture, especially to promote cultural industries in the framework of the CIC; efforts to create and strengthen museums, especially in the English-speaking Caribbean, which would make it possible to develop cultural tourism as described at this Meeting; and strengthening programs of social inclusion and economic development through culture, as described by El Salvador the previous day, and other programs conducted by countries in the Hemisphere, like Colombia and Venezuela. Colombia, along the same lines as Argentina, proposed revisiting the topics proposed and set in motion in Barbados (2008), with emphasis on gathering data from international development agencies that had programs to support cultural projects; indigenous languages; community museums; and the project An Inter-American Information Network, of which some components could be strengthened.

Next to speak were the delegates of Barbados, The Bahamas, and Belize.  The delegate of Barbados referred specifically to the need for a true commitment by governments to funding the CIC’s projects.  She noted the differing levels of development of cultural industries in the subregions of the Hemisphere and the need for technical and financial assistance in the smaller countries; and the importance of seeking other resources for completion of the programs already begun before proposing new ones. The Bahamas mentioned that for the new CIC term it was necessary to increase efforts in the area of cultural property, concerning both the right of an artist or producer of culture to determine how his or her cultural creation or product may be used and the right to benefit from the economic contribution that those cultural products can yield. The delegate described how many small communities had their cultural heritage plundered and used by majority communities. The Bahamas believed that the efforts of the CIC could change these circumstances. 

Belize supported what Grenada said in its three proposals, especially on beginning social inclusion programs and on strengthening and training in the cultural industries of the Caribbean subregion through cooperation and technical assistance. It mentioned that developing cultural industries was still a significant challenge for small countries of Central America and the Caribbean, and suggested that this difficulty be addressed in the next CIC work plan.  Finally, it counseled that, if realized, the Marimba Corridor and Cultural Corridor of the Caribbean projects be extended throughout the Caribbean. 

Next to speak were Saint Kitts and Nevis, Uruguay, and Jamaica. The delegate of Saint Kitts and Nevis noted the importance of the offer by the Inter-American Culture and Development Foundation (ICDF), as well as the possibility of creating a special fund to support cultural industries in the OAS framework. She also supported what Barbados said on the various levels of cultural development and the importance of technical and financial cooperation to the Caribbean. Uruguay underscored the strategic importance of information to government policy design and to the discussion of experiences between countries.  It noted the importance of coordinating and optimizing efforts under way in the member states.  It also reported that, with support from UNESCO, it was working on qualitative indicators that did not necessarily involve economic development but reflected equally important processes.  The delegate recommended that, along with diversity, a line of action be included on strengthening cultural citizenship and cultural rights. Jamaica emphasized the need to work in coordination with the education sector at all national levels and within the OAS; and supported the suggestions for exploring technical and financial support with other international organizations and the creation of a special fund for culture in the CIC framework.

The delegate of Mexico took the floor to offer technical assistance in areas related to copyright protection, noting various programs that were under way in her country: establishing an environment, through formal education curricula, that respected copyright, its importance to the country’s social, economic, and technological development; dissemination and promotion of national cultural holdings (virtual museum of the National Copyright Institute--Indautor); and strengthening the legal protection of copyright (creation of specialized court, on-line legal proceedings). 

The moderator, the delegate of Guatemala and Chair of the CIC, welcomed the suggestions encouraging the ministers and delegates to intercede with their foreign ministries to support and advocate for increased budgetary allocations to culture in the OAS and, therefore, the CIC. He also said that at upcoming meetings of the CIC or its authorities, the structure of the sessions could be modified,  with an entire day devoted to presentations and the other day to discussions and working sessions. 
Last to take the floor were the Director of the OAS Office of Education and Culture (OEC) and the acting Secretary of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI). The Director reported on a text sent by the General Secretariat of UNESCO and distributed to those in attendance; thanked the representatives of other organizations for attending and offered to distribute their information brochures; and recalled that materials on other programs were available in the lobby.  The Executive Secretary also noted the successful experiences described by the various member states and their willingness to share and hear about them.  He noted that indeed there should be increased efforts to secure funding and expressed interest in the proposal to create a special fund for culture, ensuring follow-up and implementation.

2. Election of new officers of the CIC for the 2011-2013 term


The Director of the OEC reported that the following nominations had been received:

For chair:  Peru

For vice chairs:  Canada, United States of America, Guatemala and Haiti

The Minister of Costa Rica requested that the nominations be ratified by acclamation; this motion was seconded by the Minister from Honduras. Both proposals were received with applause and the new officers were thus elected.

The Chair-elect, Ms. Susana Baca, Minister from Peru, thanked the delegates for their confidence appointment and said she would perform her task painstakingly. The delegate of Canada congratulated Peru as the new Chair of the CIC and thanked those who had supported Canada’s continued vice chairmanship.  He reported on a program under way in his country in which groups of first peoples who transmitted their culture orally were compiling and reporting their knowledge and traditions.  The delegate of the United States congratulated Peru and reaffirmed her country’s commitment to cooperation with the member states in support of the ministerial dialogues. She thanked delegates for electing the United States as vice chair.  Next, Haiti congratulated Peru and thanked all the delegates for its election as a CIC vice chair.  Haiti affirmed that culture was an important part of the Haitian economy.  It mentioned the ongoing tasks of increasing joint efforts and of integrating Haiti into CARICOM, particularly with Dominica and Saint Lucia, countries with which Haiti had cultural elements in common (same language).

J. Ninth plenary session: Culture, the ministerial process, and the Sixth Summit of the Americas

1. Report on progress in preparing for the Sixth Summit of the Americas

Ambassador Juan Jaime Girón, national coordinator of the Sixth Summit of the Americas—to be held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in April 2012–reported on the philosophy that inspired the Summits process, reiterating that his country, Colombia, shared that philosophy fully, and that it hoped to make the Sixth Summit one of success and results. He also spoke on politics, economics, resources, and opportunities in the Americas and identified the priority agenda items:  promotion and modernization of hemispheric infrastructure to increase competiveness; the practice of partnership; consideration and adoption of decisions on poverty and inequity; discussion and adoption of measures to address citizen insecurity; the need to prevent and respond to natural disasters; and the importance of closing the gap in access to existing technologies. Ambassador Girón emphasized that the motto orienting this process–“connecting the Americas:  partners for prosperity”—unified those themes.  On the topic of culture, he said it had always played a part in the previous Summits, held in Miami, Santiago, Quebec, Nuevo León, Mar del Plata, and Port of Spain. In all of them, cultural development had been recognized as an essential and integral component of development in the Americas, cultural diversity had been cited as a source of great wealth for our societies, and respect for and appreciation of such diversity had been identified as a unifying factor that strengthened the social fabric; the importance of the link between development and culture, and its role in fighting poverty and in improving the quality of life, had been emphasized. The national coordinator reaffirmed that those declarations remained in effect and urged that the results of this Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture serve to enrich the final texts that were being negotiated for the Cartagena Summit.  He conveyed an invitation from the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) to the Chair of the Fifth Inter-American Meeting to present the recommendations of the Meeting.

The Executive Secretary of the OAS Summits Secretariat, Ms. Sherry Tross, spoke on the Summits process and the important role of ministerial processes in preparing and implementing the mandates arising from the Summit. She said the host country had indicated that at this Summit a strong emphasis would be placed on concrete, feasible mandates that could be supported with technical and financial resources. She said that funding came not only from member states but from another 12 inter-American and international organizations that followed up on the Summits through the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG).  She noted that the process also involved social actors, such as civil society groups, the private sector, indigenous peoples, youth, persons of African descent, and workers.  She said including all these actors in the Summits process would ensure the support and successful realization of the mandates adopted, as well as their impact beyond 2012.  She emphasized that, beginning with the Third Summit, in Quebec in 2001, there had been strong ties between the ministerial frameworks and the Summits, and that the Summits Secretariat intended to continue strengthening that architecture, since it reinforced both processes. On the topic of culture and cultural heritage, she said that culture clearly was a factor in the priority topics to be discussed under the agenda of the upcoming Summit. She also mentioned some action proposals that would be important to the preparatory process:  first, the Chair of this Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Culture was invited to visit the SIRG to present the recommendations; second, everyone was invited to take part in the consultation process, through April 2012, by way of the Virtual Community of the Summits of the Americas (CVC); third, she urged that consultations be held within the countries on the Summit themes; fourth, she emphasized the importance of maintaining consistency between the measures proposed at the ministerial level and the mandates of the Summit, and, in that connection, pledged to continue working closely with the Technical Secretariat and the Inter-American Committee on Culture to follow up on the results; and, fifth, she recommended instituting measures to facilitate implementation of the commitments and mandates.
2. Comments by delegations

The Chair of the Ministerial Meeting opened the floor for comments. The delegates of Honduras and Argentina proposed some topics to be addressed at the upcoming Summit of the Americas, stressing the importance of adopting laws to safeguard the languages, traditions, and cultures of minority ethnic groups in the member states and the importance of emphasis by leaders on the central role of culture in the development and execution of government policies, the essential role of creative industries in generating jobs and economic development, the need to protect and promote diversity and cultural heritage, and the need to foster institution-building in the culture sector in budgetary and organizational terms. The Chair of the Ministerial Meeting thanked the SIRG for its invitation to present the recommendations, and reported that she would work on them with support from the Technical Secretariat.

K. Tenth plenary session: Consideration of the Draft Communiqué
1.
Consideration and adoption of the Draft Communiqué “Culture, common denominator for integral development”
The Chair of the Meeting offered for consideration the Draft Communiqué that had been distributed to the member states.  The delegate of Dominica spoke to propose amending two paragraphs that mentioned the relationship between economy and culture, proposing that they reflect the creation of a special fund for culture. The Secretary of the SEDI proposed working on its wording and presenting it for consideration. The delegate of Grenada supported Dominica’s proposal and offered to work on language to be placed before the plenary for consideration.  After a break, the text of the Communiqué as presented was approved.  Next, the Chair submitted the additional text.  After an exchange of views, the new paragraph was read aloud:  “We invite the CIC to examine the possibility of establishing a special fund for the development of our cultural industries and for the promotion of increased collaboration among member states.”  On a suggestion by the Chair, the text was adopted by acclamation. CIDI/REMIC-V/doc.6/11 rev.1
L. Closing session

The Chair of the OAS Permanent Council, Ambassador Bayney Darran, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the OAS, CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.22/11 corr.1 and the Acting Executive Secretary of the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, Mr. Jorge Saggiante CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.21/11 gave the closing remarks of the Meeting. Both expressed appreciation for the presence of the ministers and delegates of the member states, the special guests, and the OAS representatives. They said “What is required now is continuity and continued joint undertakings through the Inter-American Committee on Culture, to convert these opportunities into realities.” They also reaffirmed the commitment of the Organization and the General Secretariat to follow up on efforts in the sector to better integrate culture into development as the OAS understands it, that is, development based on quality of life and coexistence among persons, with social equity and full respect for cultural and, of course, political diversity.
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	Ponencia de la Señora Susana Baca de la Colina, Ministra de Cultura de Perú sobre: “Encuentro de Culturas para la Inclusión, la Paz y el Desarrollo”

(Presentada en la Octava Sesión Plenaria celebrada el 10 de noviembre de 2011)


	Español


	
	
	

	CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.18/11

CIDI03492
	Presentation of Ms. Susan Hildreth, Director, U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services on: “Libraries and Museums: Institutes of Civic Engagement”

(Delivered during the Seventh Plenary Session held on November 10, 2011) 


	Inglés




	
	
	

	CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.19/11 Corr.1

CIDI03503
	Presentation of Ms. France Dionne, Assistant Deputy Minister, Policy, Heritage, Museology and Communications, Ministry of Culture Communications and the Status of Women of the Government of Québec, Canada on: “Shaping Québec’s Agenda 21 for Culture”

(Delivered during the Seventh Plenary Session held on November 10, 2011) 
	Español
Inglés




	
	
	

	CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.20/11

CIDI03494
	Presentación del Señor William Orbaugh, Director de Cooperación Internacional del Ministerio de Cultura y Deportes de Guatemala sobre: “Corredor Cultural de la Marimba”

(Realizada durante la Octava Sesión Plenaria celebrada el 10 de noviembre de 2011)


	Español


	CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.21/11

CIDI03495
	Palabras de Clausura del Señor Jorge Saggiante, Secretario Ejecutivo para el Desarrollo Integral, de la Organización de los Estados Americanos (OEA)

(Pronunciadas en la Sesión de Clausura celebrada el 10 de noviembre de 2011)


	Español


	
	
	

	CIDI/REMIC-V/INF.22/11 corr.1

CIDI03515
	Closing Remarks by Ambassador Bayney Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the Organization of American States (OAS) and Chair of the Permanent Council of the OAS

(Delivered during the Closing Session held on November 10, 2011)
	Inglés
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1.	Título registrado en el idioma original.


2.	E = español,  I = inglés,  F = francés,  P = portugués
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