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The aim of this paper is to identify harmonized and comparable methodologies for developing an ever stronger regional position on recognizing the cultural sector as an area of national integral development.

In that regard, the countries have assumed the challenge of presenting this harmonized initiative for the development and implementation of Culture Satellite Accounts (CSA) for Andean countries that do not yet have one, or, in the case of Colombia, to consolidate its CSA.  The project arose from major input from Colombia, and from work done jointly with all participating countries based on a comparative analysis of national needs and realities and identification of an approach to Culture Satellite Account development consistent with the spirit of integration and the requirements of a globalized and competitive world.

Through the harmonized execution of this project, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru are measuring cultural goods and services in their economies, seeking to obtain indicators of GDP, employment, consumption, and investment, and other cultural indicators, and making possible regional comparability of culture in the economy, as is now being done by other countries of the region and world. This will also provide them with a methodological tool for competent decision-making in connection with the implementation or targeting of cultural policy.

Expected outputs:
· A harmonized Culture Satellite Account—four sectors:  publishing, audiovisual, music, and performing arts—brought into operation in all participating countries.

· A set of harmonized economic indicators of culture—four sectors—to serve as a basis for future formulation of a project that includes the development of a system of economic indicators (SEI) of culture in the region.

Regional benefits:

· Positioning of the region as pioneering the coordinated and harmonized implementation of Culture Satellite Accounts, and the sharing of the sector’s non-monetary indicators.

· Strengthened integration, based on a project that conflates national interests for the generation and consolidation of public policy in the region. 

· Capacity-building for the technical teams and coordination of the work of each country. 

· A key South-South cooperation instrument for potential use as the basis for North-South transfers of best practices.

Experiences of Peru:

· Positioning of culture:  Identification of the cultural activity production system and its relationship with the national economy.

· Improvement of cultural policies:  characterization of the dynamics of the production chain of cultural activities with other economic activities in the country.

· Promotion of a cultural information system:  preparation of a diagnostic assessment of existing information sources and reliable data obtained.

· Knowledge management:  strengthened national team efforts by taking advantage of each institution’s synergy and shared experiences of cultural activities.

Bolivia:


Achievements:

· Bolivia’s achievements are qualitative, since the State has decided to implement Culture Satellite Accounts to ascertain the sector’s importance, through an interinstitutional agreement of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism (MCyT) and the National Institute of Statistics (INE) for development of the National System for Cultural Statistical Information (SIEC), based on diagnostic assessments of and research on the cultural sectors in question.  The aim is to develop a cultural system from which data can be extracted for identification of the impact of culture on Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

· In the short-term (one year), two individuals have been involved in culture satellite accounts, one hired by the MCyT and the other by the INE.

· Through the contracting of the first consultants per deliverable (2014-2015), we now have the first research developments:  identification of the types of administrative records, databases, statistical data, other existing research (MCyT database of artists, National Repository, financial statements, Autonomous Municipal Government of La Paz (GAMLP), and other institutions) that were available for the research.

· This project has raised awareness of the need for the compilation of economic information beyond the leisure area. 

· The INE-MCyT collaboration has been of high importance for the compilation of data.

Colombia:

· For this project, interinstitutional efforts were made and the political and technical intent obtained from the Ministry of Culture and the National Administrative Department of Statistics (DANE) for the continuation of this research.

· Since the Ministry was established, efforts have been made to collect this type of information, which is vital for decision-making.

· It is of high importance to have scenarios of this type in which information systems are strengthened at the regional level.

· The Ministry of Culture’s Observatory of Culture and Economy and DANE’s web page contain extensive information on this subject:

· http://www.dane.gov.co/index.php/estadisticas-por-tema/cuentas-nacionales/cuentas-satelite/cuenta-satelite-de-cultura-en-colombia
· http://culturayeconomia.org/blog/cultura-a-la-medida-analisis-de-la-cuenta-satelite-de-cultura-de-colombia/
· http://www.emprendimientocultural.org/herramientas/aprendizaje/Paginas/Revista-Cultura-a-la-Medida_.aspx
· A wider variety in the region. 

· Colombia has made progress in areas such as employment and labor measurement and heritage appreciation.  It has been fundamental to be able to share these with the countries.

· DANE has created Satellite Accounts in different economic sectors.

· In 2002, those responsible for the Andrés Bello Convention put forward a proposal to develop a measurement of the cultural sector.  Those individuals were the source of the proposal to create these accounts.

· Thus arose the methodological manual now used for these measurements: http://convenioandresbello.org/cuenta_satelite/. UNESCO is now developing a manual for use worldwide.

· It emphasizes interinstitutional partnership and shared responsibility.

· It is important for a uniform methodological exercise to be developed for the region.

· Several countries have now presented results on Culture Satellite Accounts using this methodology.

· These accounts have assisted in the development of systems for cultural information beyond the economic aspect.  Per Cultural Satellite Account request, information is compiled periodically, and a sector survey has been developed.

Ecuador:

· Link to information compiled through the Satellite Account, and monetary and non-monetary indicators created: http://picultural.culturaypatrimonio.gob.ec/
· Ecuador has been working in this area since 2011.  In 2012, the first study was prepared, but was not validated by the Central Bank and the Ministry of Economic Policy.

· In 2007, it accounted for 1.1% of aggregate GDP.

· Thanks to support from the OAS, much progress has been made, including the production accounts for the four sectors:  performing arts, film and audiovisual, music, and BOUs.
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