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The economy of culture is an emerging issue on the political agendas of several OAS member states. The related aspects of the production of cultural goods and services, as well as their distribution and consumption, should be strengthened. 

Circulation is a key aspect to the cultural cycle. This is a process that promotes citizen and community access, through market and non-market channels, to cultural goods and services. Although a definition of consensus has not been agreed to, we can say that circulation of cultural goods and services is an important link that promotes economic activity.
Although the cultural production of the region’s countries is rich and diverse, with some exceptions, its circulation is weak among the countries of the region and other regions due to the lack of efficient and effective distribution channels. This contradiction is not limited to the economic sphere; this deficient circulation widens the symbolic gap among nations, making the concept of a region an abstract notion for the everyday person. 
One of the primary limitations of integration is the mutual lack of awareness of peoples, their differences and similarities, their common traits and shared memories, as well as converging challenges. 
In the view of the host country, the regional circulation of cultural goods and services from a global perspective is one of the most important items on the cultural political agenda, in addition to development. This is a major challenge for States, as they are responsible for promoting the conditions necessary for the exercise of the right to participate in cultural life. 
In this respect, Paraguay proposes to address this topic at the VII Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture. 
Meeting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), promoting a knowledge society in which culture is fundamental, strengthening the culture of democracy and regional integration processes, and the search for inclusive and diverse economic models are all tied together by the circulation of cultural goods and services. 
Based on this approach and with a view to contributing to analysis and reaching joint results, an agenda with three thematic sub-pillars is proposed: 
1. From local production to regional consumption: opportunities and challenges for circulating cultural goods and services 

The proposal is to build a situational analysis on the circulation of cultural goods and services in the region, in the context of the mass-mediatization of culture and the expansion of digital environments, as well as the importance of measuring the economic and social impact of the production of and access to culture. 
a. Global processes and trends: opportunities and challenges in the digital environment 

The global trend towards the use of new digital technologies and their impact on cultural production and consumption present certain challenges and opportunities that should be considered in the design and implementation of regional public policies and programs. Modern-day circulation is not complete without analyzing cyber-culture.
b. Cultural information systems: indicators for national, sub-regional, and regional measurements
Deliberation of future actions on the cultural information systems of different regions will be vital for developing this thematic pillar, both for understanding existing data, as well as identifying gaps in measurement and the production of high-quality statistics, reliable indicators, and universal methodologies. Based on regional data, what new mechanisms could be implemented to develop regional strategies designed to strengthen and enhance the cultural sector and circulation? How is circulation currently measured? 
c.  Circulation between the Americas and the rest of the world
The analysis addresses the perspective of the regions of the Americas and the exchange between the Americas and other continents. 

The Americas account for approximately 14% of all global creative exports, or US$87 billion (data from 2011) and almost two-fifths of exports in global personal, cultural, and recreational services (this includes audiovisual services).
 However, some countries of the region recorded higher import than export levels for cultural and auxiliary goods for the period 2008-2012, in terms of total regional volume.

The Ministers and High Authorities of Culture will study the opportunities and challenges regarding the access to and consumption of culture in the digital era, as well as the advances in the region in measuring and collecting data that link culture to the economy and social development. They will also have the opportunity to address and highlight public policies designed to bolster and enrich circuits of culture, as well as a more effective trade of goods and services among member states and with other regions of the world. 
2. Challenges for job creation, social inclusion, and promoting cultural diversity
One of the main challenges our hemisphere faces continues to be fighting poverty and reducing social and economic inequalities. OAS member states have recognized – for decades – culture’s contribution to development, as a wealth and jobs creator and vehicle for confronting inequality and poverty and as an element for social inclusion and democratization processes. This has been shown through the diverse programs and projects implemented in the framework of the OAS. This has also been demonstrated by the national strategies and programs implemented by member states, some of which form part of the publication Culture, Common Denominator for Development, which compiles successful experiences from 18 countries.

The relationship with development requires addressing key aspects, like job creation and the links with one of the key topics addressed in the meetings of OAS ministers of culture: cultural heritage and tourism. 

For this second thematic pillar, the Social Charter of the Americas is proposed as a reference framework, in order to highlight member state experiences in social development and promotion of cultural diversity and cultural expressions, as well as underscore the relationship between cultural circulation and integral development.  

a. Culture and job creation

The creative sector accounts for 5-11% of jobs in the countries of the region, such as Canada, Colombia, Mexico, and Trinidad and Tobago.
 It also offers more employment opportunities to youth than the rest of the economy, which is not insignificant in a region in which youth comprise a majority of the population, a segment that has historically suffered from high unemployment rates. Collecting information and measuring and analyzing culture-related work activities reveal a field whose composition and scope are heterogeneous, in terms of participating agents, the independent nature of some, state subsidization of others, state participation as an employer, the multicultural and multi-geographical workforce that makes up global companies, informal work, dynamism and instability, as well as the – still blurred – line between purely cultural work, creative work (in a broader sense), and related complementary activities. 
b. Cultural heritage and tourism: ties to cultural circulation 


Tourism is one of the largest industries in the world, and cultural tourism is one of the fastest growing segments. However, many countries in the Americas – whether it be already established tourist destinations in the Caribbean or emerging destinations in Central America – could strengthen the potential of their tangible and intangible heritage as pertains to tourism. Likewise, tourist destinations that are highly cultural in nature have the potential to attract private investment; but this is challenging for governments that look to strike an appropriate balance between conserving cultural heritage and allowing local and community companies to use these assets. 
c. Social Charter of the Americas: experiences related to social development and cultural diversity and cultural expressions

Both job creation and social inclusion – through cultural activities in general and cultural tourism, more specifically – are aspects contained in one of the OAS foundational documents, the Social Charter of the Americas, which was adopted in 2012 by the General Assembly. The Charter and its Plan of Action focus the work and partnership of the organization on promoting integral development, observing economic, social, environmental, and cultural rights, as well as eliminating poverty and inequity. 
Specifically, the Charter dedicates its Chapter IV to Cultural Development, Diversity, and Pluralism, in which it underscores the commitment of member states to promoting inclusive and participatory cultural development policies that include programs to support cultural and creative industries, to preserving and protecting cultural heritage, and to respecting and promoting cultural diversity.


The Ministers of High Authorities of Culture will have the opportunity to deliberate on strategies and policies in line with the Social Charter of the Americas, particularly as regards inclusive cultural development and cultural diversity. They will also address the challenges of job creation using culture, its characteristics, and contribution to the region’s development. They will explore strategies, programs, and local, national, and regional initiatives that bear witness to the benefits of sustainable cultural tourism and its contribution to the circulation of cultural goods and services. 
3.  Regional programs on the circulation of cultural goods and services
a. Opportunities related to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and programs for promoting regional organizations. 

The United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
 is the global consensus agenda that provides guidelines on sustainable development policies for the next decade and a half. This document notes the priority of reducing poverty and emphasizes environmental protection, as well as democratic governance and peacebuilding. It contains 17 objectives and 169 goals. The 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda highlights the importance of supporting: appreciation of cultural diversity and culture’s contribution to sustainable development (goal: 4.7); creativity, innovation (goal: 8.3); promotion of sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and products (goal: 8.9 and 12.b); promotion and safeguarding of the world’s cultural and natural heritage (goal 11.4).

It bears noting the different regional organizations that have included cultural circulation on their agendas. One of today’s main political challenges is coordinating among regional platforms to create synergies and complementarity. 

The Meeting of Ministers provides an opportunity to analyze culture’s contribution to the implementation of the objectives and goals of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and will explore opportunities to facilitate regional cooperation and present and share strategies with initiatives from other international organizations, the private sector, and civil society. The aim is to promote the circulation of culture goods and services and bolster awareness on culture’s role in development. 

4. Election of the Authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC)

The CIC is a political and technical organ of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) that enables the follow-up of ministerial agreements. Its authorities consist of a Chair and two Vice Chairs, who serve a two-year term that may be renewed a single time. The current authorities, elected during the Sixth Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture held in Haiti in 2014, are as follows: 


Chair:  
Haiti

Vice Chairs
/: 
Paraguay and Guyana (First Vice Chair), Argentina and Barbados (Second Vice Chair)

The Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities is an opportunity to elect new authorities to the CIC, who spearhead – within the framework of the Committee – the implementation of the agreements arising from the ministerial meeting, with a view to promoting cooperation in keeping with the guidelines and work plans adopted in previous years. 
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