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Minister John King, Minister of Creative Economy, Culture and Sports,

Distinguished Ministers and Heads of Delegations,

Distinguished members of the recently elected Inter-American Committee on Culture, 

Ambassadors, Permanent Representatives of OAS member states,

Member of the Diplomatic Corps,

Permanent observers,

Representatives from International organizations, the Business Community, and civil society organizations,

Cultural Practitioners,

Delegates,

Colleagues of the OAS, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

•
We have now successfully concluded two days of insightful and productive discussions which bring an end to this important Eighth Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities. 
•
Let me first of all congratulate Minister King and his dedicated team for the extraordinary effort in organizing this very successful meeting. The effort of your team and indeed that of the government of Barbados in ensuring that there was representation at this meeting at the highest levels contributed overwhelmingly to the high quality of the dialogue over the last two days. 

•
Minister King as a Champion of the arts and culture yourself – a musical artist, and two-time former calypso monarch here  in Barbados, you brought both credibility and unique insights into these deliberations focused on strengthening the Creative Economy and Culture Sector to make a larger contribution to our development. 

•
As noted by Secretary General Almagro yesterday in his opening remarks, this is the second  commitment to the importance to which Barbados attaches to culture and highlights the leadership that Barbados has played over the years in shaping the agenda and dialogue on culture and development in the Americas 
•
Organizing this meeting at this time has helped emphasize as we have seen and heard over the last two days, that many countries are looking to the emergence of opportunities in the creative economy and culture sector as effective means towards diversification of their economic base, and to support broad ranging and sustainable development, for example, by exploring policies necessary to support micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises related to the creative economy and culture sector. 

•
The Meeting has also highlighted the importance of cultural data collection and measurement as critical elements to support evidence-based policy design, intellectual property, heritage protection legislation, and the identification and promotion of inter-sectoral linkages for stronger growth. 

•
Likewise this Ministerial meeting has once again underscored the important role that the OAS plays as a convener of the highest sectoral authorities, providing a space for critical policy dialogue, this time in helping to examine how we can to strengthen the Creative Economy and Culture Sector to play a larger role in our development. These fora also provide opportunities for cooperation and collaboration among our countries, and to build consensus around common issues.

•
The Declaration of Bridgetown on Strengthening the Creative Economy and Culture Sector: Repositioning the Culture Sector to Secure Sustainable Development which you, the Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities have approved is a clear example of the consensus developed around the aspirations, ideas and policies to tackle the emerging challenges and opportunities in the sector.

•
Our challenge beyond this meeting is now to ensure that we build on these aspirations and discussions so that they can be translated into concrete actions with real impact over time. The Work Plan which will be developed by the authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Culture with the support of the Technical Secretariat will outline these actions.

•
Ladies and Gentlemen these two days have been productive and informative, while always showcasing the true spirit of cooperation in the Americas. Minister King you have conducted this meeting with skill and understanding allowing for a successful conclusion. Your team at the Ministry of Creative Economy, Culture and Sport and the broader local organizing team have looked after our every need with the efficiency and hospitality for which Barbados is renowned.

•
Others too have contributed to the success of this meeting: 

•
Delegates your participation was responsible for shaping the substantive dialogue of the last couple of days and for reassuring us that there is a commitment to work toward concrete actions which strengthen the Creative Economy and Culture Sector. 

•
Panelists, all experts in their field have made this dialogue richer, more useful, and more informed. 

•
The OAS team from the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, the Department of Conferences and Meeting Management, and the Press and Communications Department who I know has made an extraordinary effort in supporting Barbados in the coordination and planning of this meeting.

•
I say a hearty thank you to all of you!

•
I trust that we will all leave Barbados even more convinced of the importance of the Creative Economy and Culture Sector and its potential to play a catalytic role in the economies our countries. 
•
THANK YOU ALL
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