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EIGHTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS
OEA/Ser.K/XXVII.8

OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES

CIDI/REMIC-VIII/ DEC.1/19 
September 19 and 20, 2019

20 September 2019

Bridgetown, Barbados

Original: English

DECLARATION OF BRIDGETOWN ON
 “STRENGTHENING THE CREATIVE ECONOMY AND CULTURE SECTOR:
 REPOSITIONING THE CULTURE SECTOR TO SECURE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT”
(Adopted at the sixth plenary session held on September 20, 2019 and subject to review by 

the Style Committee)

WE, THE MINISTERS OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered together in Bridgetown, Barbados, on September 19 and 20, 2019, on the occasion of the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities within the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI);
CONSIDERING:


That the theme of the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities “Strengthening the Creative Economy and Culture Sector: Repositioning the Culture Sector to Secure Sustainable Development” underscores the importance of harnessing the power of the Creative Economy and Culture Sector to support jobs and growth; and that safeguarding and promotion of culture contributes directly to achieving many of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs);
That the creative and cultural industries can act as economic drivers through the production, dissemination and/or commercialization of cultural and artistic goods, services, activities and products, that may also have tangible and intangible cultural and natural heritage origins; 
RECALLING the importance of intellectual property systems in order to promote and sustain creative economies;
CONSIDERING ALSO that the creative and cultural industries are amongst the most dynamic in the world economy, providing new opportunities to propel developing countries into digital and other high-growth areas of the world economy; and that the ability to identify, measure and value the contribution of the creative economy and the cultural sector is of crucial significance; 
RECOGNIZING:

That some countries in the Americas have adopted systems to measure the impact of the creative economy and have begun to appreciate its potential;  
That innovation and new technologies are at the forefront of the development and growth of the creative economy;

That the Inter-American Committee on Culture’s (CIC) Medium-Term Strategy (2018-2021) to Promote Culture for Development in the Americas has identified “Enhancing the Linkages between Culture-related Sectors and the Creative Economy” among its four priority areas;
The potential for the development of sustainable tourism in all countries of the hemisphere offered by the safeguarding of cultural heritage and the development of inter sectoral linkages between sustainable development and the promotion of the diversity and wealth of both tangible and intangible cultural heritage, as well as natural heritage, in convergence with the contributions of the OAS Ministerial Process on Tourism;
That the implementation of the OAS project “Enhancing the Framework for the Development of a Heritage Economy in the Caribbean” is assisting efforts to diversify economies, to sensitize and educate communities to the social and economic importance of cultural heritage; and the repositioning of the creative and culture sectors to contribute to the sustainable development in the participating countries;
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that sub-regional initiatives on cultural industries, such as the Market of Cultural Industries of the South (MICSUR), supported by MERCOSUR Cultural can contribute to the development of positive cultural ecosystems for the advancement of cultural industries in national and international markets; 
RECOGNIZING ALSO that the Declaration of Asuncion on “Development in the Americas: Strengthening the Circulation of Cultural Goods and Services” agreed to further develop national policies to support micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises related to cultural and creative industries that have a vital part to play, as a sector that generates employment and innovation, especially among youth and people in vulnerable situations; 
/ 
/
RECOGNIZING that the Plan of Action for the celebration of the Decade of Afro-Descendants in the Americas (2016-2025) [AG/RES 2891 (XLVI-0/16)], and in keeping with the United Nation’s International Decade of Persons of Afro Descent, calls for, amongst other things, the full participation of people of African descent in the Americas in the social, economic, political and cultural life of their countries; 
CONSIDERING the adoption of the Plan of Action on the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 2017-2020 (AG/RES. 2913 (XLVII-O/17), which has an intercultural perspective with the objective of generating policies that recognize and positively value ethnic and cultural diversity, based on respect for cultural differences according to the cosmovision of each people, creating spaces for dialogue, and implementing or strengthening consultation mechanisms in order to obtain their free, prior, and informed consent; 
/
RESOLVE TO:

1. Declare the importance of designing and implementing public policies that encourage knowledge management, innovation and the development of new technologies, given the role they play in strengthening the creative economy and the cultural sector.  
2. Urge the member states to adopt measures that strengthen the links between the creative economy and the cultural sector; and encourage cooperation among countries through, inter alia, promoting innovation and creativity amongst micro, small and medium sized enterprises as well as other units of production. 
3. Urge Member States to adopt or update intellectual property policies and systems that favor the development of culture and the creative economy through the protection of the rights of the creators and owners of creative products and services, the promotion of incentives for innovation and creativity, and the encouragement of lawful access by all citizens to the benefits of artistic, scientific, cultural and industrial creations.
4.
Underscore the role of cultural data collection in understanding the importance of the cultural sector by measuring its economic impact and contribution; that can serve to support evidence-based policy design to strengthen the creative economy and culture sector in member states. 
5.
Request the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC), in the framework of the Working Group on Cultural Satellite Accounts to continue to support training, to members states that so requests it, in developing Cultural Satellite Accounts; to support the sharing of good practices in data collection and measurement of the creative industries and cultural sector, to encourage the promotion of cross country comparable data. 
6.
Request the CIC, with the support of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to consider proposing an initiative to foster regional cooperation, in the framework of the Work Plan of the CIC, in order to promote opportunities for sharing and exchanging information and experiences on the creative economy in the Americas. 
7. 
Request the OAS General Secretariat to work with relevant international organizations, such as the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), to support member states, as appropriate, in generating policies, aimed at achieving those goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development that contribute to the advancement of the creative economy and the cultural sector.
8. Urge member states, where appropriate, to pursue strategies to deepen the linkages between the cultural sector and other sectors with the view to advancing the ecosystem of the creative economy.
9. Request that the CIC and SEDI follow up on the offer from the Ministry of Culture of Jamaica to organize and host a joint sectoral meeting between the culture and tourism sectors before the next Inter American ministerial meetings on culture or tourism.
10. Instruct the General Secretariat to provide for the consideration of the authorities of the ministerial process, a draft work plan based on this Declaration and the “2018-2021 Medium Term Strategy to Promote Culture for Development in the Americas.” 
11. Call upon the CIC to support the dissemination of models developed during the implementation of the project “Enhancing the Framework for the Development of a Heritage Economy in the Caribbean” to facilitate member states’ efforts to better position their culture sector to contribute to sustainable development. 
12. Encourage Member States to strengthen collaboration with all relevant stakeholders to foster the development of creative and cultural industries markets as a platform to stimulate the participation of artists, micro, small and medium sized enterprises, large businesses, and other productive units in international markets.
13. Applaud member states whose initiatives have commemorated the International Decade for People of African Descent (2015–2024) and urge member states to commemorate the International Decade and to recognize the contribution of people of African descent to the socio-economic development in the Hemisphere, through the development of policies and campaigns that promote the recognition of tangible and intangible cultural expressions, products, and services of Afro descendent cultural heritage.

14. Urge Member States to continue to support the Plan of Action on the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2017-2020), underscoring the contribution of indigenous peoples to the socio-economic development of the Hemisphere, through the implementation of policies that promote the recognition of their tangible and intangible cultural heritage products and services. 
/
15. Congratulate the new CIC officers, the cultural authorities of Colombia, Costa Rica and Jamaica elected during this Meeting and we urge them to continue promoting the work of that Committee.
16. Thank the Government of Guatemala for its offer to host the Ninth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities in the framework of CIDI in three years time, based on the CIDI triennial Ministerial Cycle.
17. Thank the Government and people of Barbados for their warm and generous hospitality, their commitment, and their contribution to the success of the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities of Culture within the framework of CIDI.
 FOOTNOTES
… grassroots solidarity forms of economic organization, and others as established by the Constitution.  The grassroots solidarity economy shall be regulated pursuant to the law and shall include cooperative, associative, and community sectors;” and that “[d]ifferent forms of organizing production are recognized in the economy, including community, cooperative, public and private business, associative, family, domestic, autonomous and mixed-economy.”  Under this constitutional provision, the Organic Code of Production, Trade and Investment (COPCI) states among the objectives of the policy of democratizing production transformation… “to support increased productivity for MSMEs, groups, or organized production units, through innovation to develop new products, new markets, and new production processes.”


The Republic of Ecuador reiterates the importance of specifically mentioning persons with disabilities.  Pursuant to national policies contained in the National Development Plan 2017-2021 and in the National Agenda for the Equality of Persons with Disabilities 2017-2021, the Ecuadorian government “prioritizes the guarantee of the rights of citizens in priority target groups – among them, people with disabilities – by pursuing strategies and measures to ensure them a dignified life, with equal access and equal opportunity throughout their life cycle, with great respect for different identities and with inclusive and comprehensive responses.”

1.  … Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the States Parties to that instrument recognized the right of persons with disabilities to take part, on an equal basis with others, in cultural life, and undertook to take all appropriate measures to ensure them access to cultural creations and to guarantee that they can develop and utilize their creative, artistic, and intellectual potential, not only for their own benefit, but also for the enrichment of society. 


It further notes that the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2016-2026) undertakes to “guarantee the participation of persons with disabilities in cultural and artistic life, sports, leisure, recreation, and tourism, and to promote a culture of accessible tourism, as well as any other activity that might promote social inclusion and the integral development of individuals on an equal footing. The use of technical means shall also be promoted to develop creative, artistic, and intellectual capacities in their various manifestations.”

3 & 4.
… on the record in 2007, and further elaborated in our footnote to OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2888 (XLVI-O/16) of June 15, 2016, and reiterated in our footnote to OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2913 (XLVII-O/17) of June 20, 2017. In particular, we reiterate our view that the focus of the Member States of the OAS should be on implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
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�.	The Constitution of the Republic of Ecuador states that “[t]he economic system is socially oriented and mutually supportive’... and shall be comprised of public, private, mixed-economy, …


�.	The Republic of Chile places on record the importance of emphasizing that persons with disabilities represent a significant sector within the vulnerable population and that in Article 30 of the … 


�.	The United States does not join consensus on this paragraph, consistent with our persistent objections to the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples initially placed …
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