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EIGHTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS
OEA/Ser.K/XXVII.8

OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES

CIDI/REMIC-VIII/ doc. 2/19 rev.1
September 19 and 20, 2019

19 September 2019

Bridgetown, Barbados

Original: English

ANNOTATED AGENDA

“Strengthening the Creative Economy and Culture Sector: Repositioning the

Culture Sector to Secure Sustainable Development”
(Adopted at the first plenary session, held on September 19, 2019)
1. Consideration and approval of the draft agenda 
Approval of the proposed agenda that includes the topics and subtopics to be considered
2. Adoption of the draft schedule
Adoption of the work schedule that details the order of topics and the dates and times when the different matters are to be addressed 
3. Establishment of the order of precedence

The order of precedence of the delegations of member states and permanent observers will be establish by lot.

Art. 14 of the Rules of procedure for sectoral and specialized meetings of ministers and/or high authorities in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development: The order of precedence of the delegations for each meeting shall be established in alphabetical order in Spanish by the corresponding regular or special meeting of CIDI, once the first place has been drawn by lot. The order of precedence of the permanent observers shall be established in the same manner. 

4. Constitution of the Style Committee 

Art. 23 of the Rules of Procedure for sectoral and specialized meetings of ministers and/or high authorities in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development:  At each meeting, a Style Committee shall be constituted, composed of four delegations that each represents one of the four official languages of the Organization.
5. Agreement on the deadline for the presentations of proposals
A deadline for proposals will be set.
6. Duration of the meeting
The date for the closing of the meeting will be set.
7. Strengthening the Creative Economy and Culture Sector: Repositioning the Culture Sector to Secure Sustainable Development
The main theme and sub-themes for deliberations are broadly consistent with the topics covered in the most recent Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Culture and build on the coverage of these areas in the Medium-Term Strategy (2018-2021) to Promote Culture for Development in the Americas. The thread linking the themes and the sub-themes of the most recent meetings is that of a discussion of the role and contribution of culture and the creative industries in the development of our countries. This Eighth Meeting will continue this trend by exploring policies necessary to support micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises related to the creative economy and culture sector in spurring economic growth and generating employment especially among young people and people in vulnerable situations. This would be coupled with an examination of the tools and mechanisms required by policymakers in the culture sector to aptly facilitate this process of growth and development. 

In addition, the ability to know, measure and value the contribution of the creative economy and culture sector is of crucial significance. This, together with exploring the links between culture and the other sectors which drive economic activity will form the main thrust of the discussions at the Meeting. 

a. Measuring the Culture Sector’s Contribution: Cultural Data and Cultural Satellite Accounts 
The Culture Satellite Account (CSA) is an accounting framework created to better measure the economic contribution of culture, arts, heritage and creative industries in the economy. Broader recognition of the sector’s contribution to the sustainable development process including the importance of culture and creativity for social and economic development remain critical issues particularly in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals. The Medium-Term Strategy (2018-2021) to Promote Culture for Development in the Americas recognizes that while countries like the United States, Canada, Argentina, Colombia and Costa Rica have made strong efforts to capture the economic contribution of culture, robust systems for measuring the direct, indirect and total contribution of the sector to the gross domestic product (GDP) are nascent at best in the Americas. Many of the smaller OAS member states do not have a system in place. Moreover, differences in methodologies related to measuring the sector’s contribution through Cultural Satellite Accounts have made comparisons across different regions and countries challenging.

The Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities will provide a forum for discussions on the importance of cultural data collection and measurement as critical elements to support evidence-based policy design and to advocate for the allocation of public and private resources to the culture sector. In addition, issues related inter alia to the need for a common measurement methodology which facilitates comparisons across countries in the region, and women’s contribution to culture will be addressed. Moreover, the meeting will provide an opportunity to receive information on existing initiatives undertaken by other regional and international organizations regarding the establishment of indicators highlighting culture’s contribution to sustainable development at the national level. 

b. Enhancing the Capacity of Businesses and Enterprises in the Creative Economy through Greater Financial and Technical Support 
Terms such as the “creative economy”, “creative sector”, “creative industries”, “cultural industries” and “the orange economy” have all been used recently to describe what, in its lowest common denominator, is the exchange of cultural goods and services. While the creative economy has no single definition, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) describes it as “an evolving concept which builds on the interplay between human creativity and ideas and intellectual property, knowledge and technology. Essentially it is the knowledge-based economic activities upon which the ‘creative industries’ are based”
 There is clearly increasing recognition that the creative economy already contributes significantly to the economies of many countries. The 2014 publication The Economic Impact of the Creative Industries in the Americas suggests that the creative and cultural industries constitute one of the fastest growing sectors globally, and if the countries of the Americas are to achieve a balanced, high growth economy, it is vital that the key strengths of businesses in the creative sector are nurtured.  In Patrick Kabanda’s recent thoughtful book – The Creative Wealth of Nations: Can the Arts Advance Development? – the author asks “How can the creative wealth abundant even in the poorest of nations be utilized to promote meaningful economic and social progress”? He then posits that if developing countries can promote their creative resources, they are likely to see gains they have not even thought about before. 

To realize the gains alluded to by Kabanda, and to unlock and nurture the strengths of the creative sector require dedicated efforts to build the capacity of creative firms , many of which may be small or medium sized,  and promote innovation and creative entrepreneurship. These include initiatives which, for example offer direct financing for innovative projects within the creative industries sector. 

The creative economy is at the intersection of creativity, culture, economics and technology, so it could be entirely reshaped by new technologies that promise to disrupt our interaction with content (World Economic Forum 2017). The Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities will allow member states to share their experiences regarding efforts to nurture and develop the creative economy, provide information on existing initiatives which offer financial and/ or technical support to businesses and enterprises in the creative space and potentially learn from practitioners on the important role that technology plays in creativity and innovation.    

c. Safeguarding Cultural Heritage: Developing Inter-Sectoral Linkages for Sustainable Economic Growth   
The Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities (Haiti, 2014) discussed as one of the sub-themes strengthening of inter-sectoral linkages between culture and tourism, noting that the diversity and wealth of the material, immaterial, natural, and historical heritage that all countries of the hemisphere possess in some degree or other are an unexplored potential for the development of sustainable tourism. The subsequent definition of the Medium-Term Strategy (2018-2020) to Promote Culture for Development in the Americas which listed enhancing the linkages between culture-related sectors and the creative economy, and cultural heritage among its priority areas, underscored the links between culture, tourism and other sectors of the economy, and includes among  its activities a Joint Sectoral Meeting between culture and tourism  . It is also important, as countries seek to diversify their economic base, to highlight the actions and initiatives which support the realization of the untapped potential of cultural heritage to be a driver of economic activity.

The Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities will examine opportunities to strengthen the established links between, cultural heritage tourism and other sectors. It will provide a forum for member states to share strategies which countries have pursued to more deeply imbed culture within allied sectors for example, concrete efforts to incorporate authentic cultural heritage products in a destination’s tourism offering. Other issues related inter alia to the importance of intellectual property, heritage protection legislation, and identifying and promoting intersectoral linkages for stronger growth will be addressed.  

8. Election of Officers of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC)
The Chair and two Vice Chairs of the Inter-American Committee on Culture will be elected.
Art. 4 of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committees: Each Inter-American Committee of CIDI shall elect a chair and two vice chairs, who shall hold office for three years or until the next regular meeting of the Committee. Their terms shall begin on the date of their election and shall last until the election of their successors. In the event that the Committee does not meet within that period, the elections may be held in the framework of regular CIDI meetings or the meeting of ministers and/or high authorities of the sector in question, provided that the item is included on the meeting’s agenda. The election shall be by affirmative vote of a majority of the member states.

9. Consideration and approval of the Draft Declaration of Bridgetown “Strengthening the Creative Economy and Culture Sector: Repositioning the Culture Sector to Secure Sustainable Development”

The draft declaration, document CIDI/REMIC-VIII/doc. 4/19, will be considered for approval.
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�.	 United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Creative Economy Program downloadable at � HYPERLINK "https://unctad.org/en/Pages/DITC/CreativeEconomy/Creative-Economy-Programme.aspx" �https://unctad.org/en/Pages/DITC/CreativeEconomy/Creative-Economy-Programme.aspx�








