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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PENITENTIARY AND PRISON POLICIES OF THE OAS MEMBER STATES

(Adopted on February 4, 2020)

The Officials Responsible for the Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the OAS Member States gathered in the city of Santo Domingo de Guzmán, Dominican Republic, on February 3 and 4, 2020, in response to the convocation of the Ninth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA IX) and pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2898 (XLVII-O/17) and AG/RES. 2814 (XLIV-O/14) of the General Assembly, and CP/RES. 1134 (2244/19) of the Permanent Council.

The Officials Responsible for the Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the OAS Member States present at the Fourth Meeting adopted the following recommendations:

1. Promote initiatives to humanize prison systems, such as that adopted by the Dominican Republic, as well as other similar initiatives in the field, recognizing that one of the main objectives of deprivation of liberty is the rehabilitation and social reintegration of the individual deprived of liberty. 
2. Make every necessary effort, taking into account the availability of resources and domestic legislation, to eliminate overcrowding in prisons by adopting short-, medium-, and long-term measures, that will lead to decent living conditions for prisoners, while facilitating the implementation of rehabilitation and social reintegration programs for those individuals.
3. Recognize the importance of deprivation of liberty with a differentiated approach in order to ensure the confinement in decent conditions of vulnerable groups and at the same time identify appropriate treatment actions to deal with each prisoner according to his or her particular characteristics and conditions.  

4. Promote partnerships with public and private entities, in accordance with the legal framework in force in each member state, for the implementation of rehabilitation programs that facilitate the social reintegration of inmates in their communities and allow them to develop productively at the end of their period of detention.  

5. Promote the professionalization of prison staff at all levels according to the requirements and conditions of the function they perform, considering that trained, ethical staff with the tools to handle the demands of the prison system are fundamental in an administration whose working watchword is humanizing deprivation of liberty.

6. Reinforce the member states’ commitment with regard to prison data reporting through the United Nations Survey on Crime Trends and the Operations of Criminal Justice Systems. Instruct the DPS, with the support of suitable partners in the field and subject to the availability of funds, to advance a proposal for a standardized methodology and form for the prison survey for the region.  

7. Subject to the availability of funds, instruct the Department of Public Security of the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) to:

a. Establish national points of contact on penitentiary and prison policies, based on nominations from the Member States
b. Finalize and disseminate the Inter-American Strategy for Strengthening Prison Systems.

c. Continue to support the efforts of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to develop regional criteria for self-evaluation, design, development, and maintenance of prison infrastructure to serve as a guide and parameter for member states interested in improving living conditions at correctional facilities under the standards set forth in international human rights law in the field. 
d. Draw up a regional inventory of schools or institutes specializing in the training of prison officers, propose a minimum corpus of knowledge that should be taught and skills that should be developed in the interests of humanizing prison systems in the region, and develop and provide a virtual leveling course on the subject.

e. Systematize the experience of the Case Management System developed within the framework of the “A New Way” Project, in cooperation with the Government of Jamaica, and make it available to other member states that request it.
f. Move forward with the design and launch of a knowledge platform on prison affairs, in line with the recommendation made at the First Meeting to set up “permanent information exchange network in this area through the Internet.”
/ Invite member states to appoint a focal point to collaborate with the Department of Public Security in the collection of information and development of content.
g. Systematize good practices of states in order to properly tackle organized crime activities in prison, mindful that their continued presence in prisons discourages and hinders efforts at reintegration into society. Likewise, identify best practices in preventing corruption in penitentiary systems, to help improve rehabilitation and social reintegration endeavors for detainees.

8. Reinforce member states’ commitment to recidivism reduction policies and programs.
9. Support the proposal that emanated from the Seventh Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA VII), by which the Permanent Council of the OAS was requested to convene a joint session of the MISPA process and the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) process, in order to collectively address various common issues in a coordinated manner.  Among the common issues, propose the inclusion of excessive use of custodial penalties and the use of alternative measures to the deprivation of liberty on the agenda for discussion. 
10. Convene a hemispheric meeting to specifically address the situation of minors deprived of liberty with the relevant authorities in each country, requesting technical support from the Department of Public Security, the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN), and other partners specializing in the issue, in line with the recommendations of the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas and subject to the availability of funds.
11. Convene the Fifth Meeting of Authorities Responsible for the Penitentiary and Prison Policies of the OAS Member States, to that end thanking Honduras for its offer to host that gathering, and recommend that the Department of Public Security support the host country in drawing up a work plan for the next Meeting. 
12. To thank the people and Government of the Dominican Republic for their hospitality and kindness for hosting the 4th Meeting of Authorities for Penitentiary and Prison Policies. 

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �RA00313E01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT ��











�.	Organization of American States, First Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies. (2003). Recommendations. OEA/Ser.K/XXXIV, GAPECA/doc.04/03, October 17, 2003.





