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OPENING CEREMONY
The meeting was declared opened by Jorge Taiana, Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade, and Worship of the Argentine Republic; Aníbal Fernández, Minister of Justice, Security, and Human Rights of the Argentine Republic, and Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE MEETING
The delegation of Brazil submitted the candidacy of Ambassador Raúl Ricardes, Coordinator General of International Issues of the Argentine Republic, to serve as President of this meeting. The candidate was elected by acclamation. 
After Ambassador Ricardes had assumed the Presidency of the meeting, the delegation of the Dominican Republic submitted the nomination of Undersecretary Felipe Michelini of the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay, to serve as First Vice President.
The delegation of the United States submitted the nomination of Mr. Víctor Hugo Peña, Director General of Special Affairs of the Republic of Paraguay to serve as Second Vice President, and the delegation of Canada proposed Mr. Frank Soto, Deputy Attorney General of the Dominican Republic, to serve as Rapporteur.
At the suggestion of the Chair, all the candidates were elected by acclamation.
In plenary session, the Meeting then adopted its agenda (RTP-II/doc.2/09 rev. 3 corr. 1) and annotated schedule (RTP-II/doc.3/09 rev. 4).
PART ONE 
Review of the progress made by OAS member states in implementing and/or applying the Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held in Margarita in 2006
Once the aforementioned documents had been adopted, the plenary session began with a presentation by Argentina of the summary of the report on the situation in that country. The report underscored the progress made in Argentina with respect to the prevention of trafficking in persons, protection of victims, and prosecution of this crime. The presentation made explicit mention of the fact that Argentina “illustrates a dual scenario. It functions for the most part as a receiving country for foreign victims (a high percentage of whom are Paraguayan, followed by Dominicans, Bolivians, Peruvians, and Brazilians). In second place, it functions as a country of origin. In this case, the victims are above all women and children, recruited mainly in the northern part of the country for travel to Central America and Europe. The aforementioned zone is also a recruitment area for a large segment of domestic trafficking." The Argentine delegation also announced that Argentina had ratified the principal treaties on the subject. On April 9, 2008, Argentina passed the law on “Prevention and Punishment of Trafficking in Persons and Assistance for Victims.” It also underscored the fact that, with respect to prevention, it had signed assistance agreements with international organizations and nongovernmental organizations.
The review of “the progress made by OAS member states in implementing and/or applying the Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons” continued with a presentation by the Director of the Department of Public Security of the OAS, Christopher Hernández-Roy, on the programs and projects developed in order to implement the mandates of the OAS with regard to trafficking in persons.
The meeting continued with the “Dialogue of National Authorities” on progress and sound practices in domestic legislation, strategies, and other institution-building activities. Here, the states referred to ratification of the Palermo Protocol and to progress made in the Hemisphere with the enactment of laws criminalizing trafficking in persons and providing for assistance and protection for its victims from a gender and human rights perspective. Speakers also underscored the prevention measures adopted by states, the need for decentralization policies to combat trafficking, and the need for ongoing training of government officials. They pointed out that most countries in the Hemisphere had established inter-institutional roundtables or committees encompassing government agencies and civil society organizations.
PART TWO (Inputs for Technical Working Groups 1 and 2)
The Meeting continued with the presentation on “Conclusions and Recommendations of the Civil Society Preparatory Meeting for the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons” (documento RTP-II/INF.12/09 (RA00091). That preparatory meeting took place at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., on March 3 and 4.  The presentation was delivered by Patricia Seale (Business and Professional Women’s Club) and Ana Salvadó (Alianza por tus Derechos). The delegations present at the Meeting emphasized the invaluable contributions made by civil society organizations in combating trafficking.
Establishment of the Technical Working Groups:

The Meeting then proceeded to install the technical working groups and the drafting group. The first working group, on “Prosecution of the crime of trafficking in persons, administration of justice, and international cooperation and institution-strengthening strategies,” was chaired by the Vice President of this Meeting, Undersecretary Felipe Michelini of the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay.

The second working group, on “Prevention of the crime of trafficking in persons, comprehensive assistance and protection for victims, with a particular focus on the situation of women, children, and adolescents, including international cooperation strategies,” was chaired by Mr. Víctor Hugo Peña, Director-General of Special Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Paraguay and Second Vice President of this Meeting.

The drafting group to handle the still pending paragraphs in the final document was chaired by Minister Pablo Tettamanti, Director of International Organizations at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade, and Worship of the Argentine Republic.
Technical Working Group 1: Prosecution of the crime of trafficking in persons, administration of justice, and international cooperation and institution-strengthening strategies
Technical Working Group No.1 heard a presentation by Mr. Felipe de la Torre of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) on “Prosecution of the crime of trafficking in persons, administration of justice” and by Mr. Eugenio Ambrossi of the International Organization for Migration (IOM) on “International Cooperation Strategies against Trafficking in Persons.”
During the discussions of Working Group No.1, Colombia described its experience of institutionalizing prevention and prosecution policies. Chile acknowledged that one of the commitments Governments should make is to facilitate international cooperation and that, to achieve that, it was necessary to develop less formal channels of communication. Bolivia emphasized that more practical agreements are needed to create a database and information that can be shared. Mexico encouraged all the member states to strengthen the rule of law in order to combat trafficking and to guarantee all human rights, not just penalize violation of them. It also underscored the importance of empowering victims. For its part, Brazil proposed disseminating a Directory of National Authorities and the establishment of joint judicial investigation teams. Uruguay pointed out the need to distribute information about existing cooperation mechanisms to facilitate implementation of them. El Salvador pointed to the need to establish minimum standards for the region with respect to definition of the offense, in order to harmonize criminal categories and sentences.  It also proposed establishing an ethics code for justice system operators. Finally, Ecuador underscored its concern at the growing demand for trafficking victims and proposed joint measures to punish such demand. It also suggested encouraging the development of road maps.
Technical Working Group 2: Prevention of the crime of trafficking in persons, comprehensive assistance and protection for victims, with a particular focus on the situation of women, children, and adolescents, including international cooperation strategies
Working Group No. 2 heard a presentation by Javier González-Olaechea (ILO) on “Prevention of the Crime of Trafficking in Persons”; by Egidi Crotti (UNICEF) on “Comprehensive assistance and protection for victims, with a particular focus on the situation of women, children, and adolescents: International Cooperation and Institution-strengthening Strategies”; and by Juan Carlos Murillo (UNHCR) on “The UNHCR’s Approach to International Protection of Refugees and Trafficking in Persons.”
During the discussions in Working Group No. 2, Peru underscored the importance of the right to identity as a measure to prevent vulnerability to trafficking in persons. It also stressed the importance of Latinoamericanosdesapercidos.org.  For its part, Argentina said it approached the fight against trafficking as part of efforts to combat transnational organized crime and from a human rights perspective. Mexico recognized the importance of empowering and reintegrating victims in society.  That topic was also taken up by the United States, which emphasized the importance of empowering victims and restoring their rights. Ecuador pointed to the development of a Consular Assistance Protocol as a best practice. Bolivia noted the importance of educating children on this matter and of including the subject in school curricula. Colombia recognized that poverty generates vulnerability and it emphasized the need to allow people to plan their lives. Finally, Uruguay recognized the need to provide I.D.s for all newly born children as one measure to prevent trafficking in persons.
PART FOUR - Dialogue of National Authorities: Consideration and adoption of the final document
The Drafting Group began its work toward the end of the day, chaired by Mr. Pablo Tettamanti, Director of International Organizations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade, and Worship of Argentina.
The document entitled “Conclusions and Recommendations of the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons,” contained in document RTP-II/doc.5/09 rev. 9, was adopted by consensus on March 27, 2009.
CLOSING CEREMONY

The Meeting was declared closed by Aníbal Fernández, Minister of Justice, Security, and Human Rights of the Argentine Republic. 
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