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Thank you Mr./Madam Chairperson,

Canada applauds the on-going efforts made by the Organization for American States (OAS) to fight the complex and global problem of  human trafficking in the Americas.   Transnational organized crime has a wide range of ill effects:
· it undermines democracy and the rule of law

· destabilizes communities and states 

· disrupts legitimate markets

· fuels corruption 

· diminishes national assets 

· and inhibits development.

Human trafficking is a terrible and growing business line for the drug cartels.  Fighting criminal networks in a comprehensive fashion means we must pay attention to a broad range of issues, including money laundering and the proceeds of crime. We can reduce human suffering by seizing the profits derived from exploitation of human beings.

Canada recognizes the OAS as a platform to discuss common challenges, to work with civil society and to highlight best practices in protecting victims and prosecuting traffickers. 

On June 6 of this year, Canada announced its National Action Plan to Combat Human Trafficking. The Action Plan consolidates Canada’s ongoing efforts in this area and introduces significant new initiatives guided by its international commitments contained in the UN Trafficking Protocol, and organized under the ‘4-Ps’: Prevention, Protection, Prosecution and Partnerships. 

These new measures build on Canada’s significant work to date by:

· enhancing prevention in communities by focusing on at-risk populations

· focusing on dedicated law enforcement initiatives and on front-line training

·  improving services for victims (both Canadians and foreign nationals brought to Canada)

· strengthening coordination with domestic and international partners who contribute to Canada’s efforts to combat human trafficking, for example by identifying ways to improve identification, investigation and disruption.


Some Action Plan  highlights include:
· an integrated law enforcement team that will be led by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) and which will also involve the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) and victim service support;  

· a national campaign related to the trafficking of Aboriginal peoples 

· and the development of a local diagnostic tool to assist with the identification of populations and places most at risk of human trafficking and related forms of exploitation. The tool will also aid in identifying the public, non-governmental and private organizations that should be involved and the range of prevention and interventions measures that should be considered. 

Canada supports programmes in the Americas that enhance the capacity to prevent and respond to threats posed by transnational criminal activity. 

This month, here in Guatemala, the Honourable Diane Ablonczy, Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas and Consular Affairs), announced Canadian support for three local projects that will help to foster security and justice for Guatemalans.  

Specifically regarding human trafficking, Canada is contributing more than $2 million to initiatives to address human trafficking and support the victims (especially women and children) in Central America.

Here in Guatemala, Canada is funding a UNICEF project to prevent and prosecute youth-related crimes, including trafficking of children. In Guatemala and El Salvador, Canada is funding projects that deal with the  reintegration, protection, care and justice for victims of human trafficking, especially women.

Canada salutes the pioneering work against human trafficking in the Americas done by civil society in this Hemisphere.

On March 14, 2012, Canada presented the Diefenbaker Defender of Human Rights and Freedom Award to Susana Trimarco and the Fundación María de los Ángeles, which she created.  Ms. Trimarco is responsible for rescuing 150 victims of human trafficking, and helped them recover their livelihoods. She has been instrumental in raising awareness in Argentina, throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, and most recently in Canada, about this important issue. 
At the UN this week and here in the OAS, Canada is urging participating States to:

· to ensure that trafficked persons are able to access remedies, including the right to seek compensation for damages suffered, as contemplated in the UN Trafficking Protocol

· and to develop and implement specific anti-trafficking measures while integrating them into national policies and programs. 
Criminal organizations do not respect borders or sovereignty.  They are highly adaptable and well-resourced.  They are a continuously moving target.  That is why international cooperation is at the core of Canada’s approach to tackling transnational organized crime such as trafficking in persons.  

Only through a sustained, multi-faceted and collaborative effort can we be successful in tackling the human trafficking problem, and prevent it from affecting even more people. Law enforcement and prosecution authorities need to work together in the Americas.  Organized crime needs to know that there is no refuge for them; that there is nowhere to hide.

Thank you, Mr/Madam Chairperson.
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